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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . A

'

Fork Church was erected circa 1736-40 as the secornd Lower CHurchtéf St.
Martin's Parish. 1Its name is derived from the name of the surrounding
area which lies within the fork formed by the confluence of the North
Anna and South Anna Rivers which join to form the Pamunkey. Built to
replace the first lower church which traditionally was located on the
same or a nearby site, the picturesque building stands in an unspoiled
rural setting., The church is laid out in the more usual form of a
Virginia colonial church, being rectangular, without trancepts, and
having a front and side door and a simple gable roof. It is unusual
for having survived with so many of its early, if not original, fittings,
among which is a fine nineteenth-century pipe organ. Unlike most of
Virginia's old churches, Fork Church does not appear to have been
vandalized by Northern troops during the War.

Amorig theé more‘notable. persons who often attended services at Fork Church
were Patrick Henry, Dolly Madison, and the novelist Thomas Nelson Page.
From 1893 to 1903, Fork Church's rector was the Reverend S. S. Hepburn,
grandfather of actress Katharine Hepburn.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fork Church measures approximately 34' x 74' with 22" thick walls finely
laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers above a bevelled water table and
English bond below. Rubbed brick is employed in the jambs and segmental
arches of the windows as well as at the corners of the building. The
arches over the west and south doors have each been hidden by a small
pedimented porch supported on square brick columns, both probably added
in the early-nineteenth century. The building is covered by a gable roof
with its original modillion cornice, but a change in the pattern of the
brick in the west gable suggests the possibility that the church once
had clipped gables. The chimmey on the east end, along with the cover
over the basement door on the north side, are additions of 1957. The
window frames and sash are little altered and retain much of their
original glass. :

Much of the original fabric surviﬁeé on the inside of the church but in
altered form. The colonial pews were cut down in 1830, and portions of
them were incorporated into the present pews. The present pulpit is also
composed of portions of colonial material and stands in a location
different from the original. The original gallery in the rear of the
nave survives largely intact, but the lower portion has been enclosed
with partitions. Fork Church's marble font is also of colonial origin,
but it originally belonged to Mattaponi Church, King and Queen County,
which is now occupied by the Baptists.

Adjacent to the church is a post-colonial graveyard enclosed by a brick
_wal}ir‘Ihe,chu;chﬁs.sggpingﬁiﬁ enhanged, both, by, its igolated locatign and
by the numerous trees which stand in the immediate vicinity.
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