


7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
——excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered 2. original site
—X_good w—— ruins _X_altered ____ moved date
___fair — unexposed

N/A

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Pine Slash is located on Totopotomoy Creek, near Studley, In eastern
Hanover County... The..property Includes .two. contributing residences, cne
“contributing historic ocuthuilding, two newer ronecontributing outbuildings,

and a noncontributing cemetery (site), on a tract of 138 cultivated and wooded

acres,

{ See Continuation Sheet #1 )



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
_.— prehistoric _____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning . landscape architecture ___ religion
14001499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation — law ____ science
_—1500-1599 __ agriculture ____economics ____ literature — Sculpture
___1600-1699 _X_ architecture ___ education - military —___ social/
_X 17001799 ___art — . engineering . music humanitarian

= 18001899 ____ commerce __.. exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ____theater
— 190C- ___ communications —industry — politics/government ___ transportation

— invention —— other {specify)

Specific dates ca. 1750 : 1830 Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

STATEMENT CF SIGNIFICANCE

Pine Slash is primarily significant for the unigue construction of its
oldest original building., a mid-18th century dwelling. No other examples
of colonizl vertical plenk construction have been 1dentified In Virginia,
and very few in the entire southeastern United States. ' The bullding's
importance as an artifact, and as a primary document in the history of
Virginia construction technology 1is Immense. Pine Siash is also
significant as Patrick Henry's home in the 1750s. The property Ilncludes
the 18th-century residence; a second residence and a brick outbuilding,
dating from the early 19th century; two structures dating from the mid-20th
century, ard a family cemetery assoclated with the Jones family, who have
dweiled at Pine Slash since the late 18th century.

( See Continuation Sheet #5 )



3. Viajor ibliographical Refer@nc®S | see conrinuation sheet |

Condit, Carl W. American Building: Materials and Techniques from The First Colonial
Settlements to the Present. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1968.
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10. Geographical Daia

Acreage of nominated property _approx. 138

Quadrangle name __Studley, \# Quadrangle scale _1.25000
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Yerbal boundary description and justification ( See Continuation Sheet *9 )

The boundaries have been drawn to include the immediately surrounding fields and woodlands
which have been included in the Pine Slash tract since colonial times. This tract of land
is the same land farmed by Patrick Henry during his ownership of the property,

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state n/p code county N/A code

state  N/A : code county N/A code

1. Form Prepared By

nameititle Division of Historic Landmarks tatff

organization Division of Historic Landmarks date November, 1986 _ _
street & number 221 Governor Street telephone  804-786-3143 L
city or town Richmond state Virginia 23219

12. Diale Historie Preservaition Dificer Cartification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

S national _X_ state ____ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Off'cer forﬁ& & National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public LCM' 69—-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Mational Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by thﬁ‘ﬂ’atf al Park S,emce

State Historic Preservation Officer signature  § 7‘15 2 A Ay
i. rector ) .

Bryan HltchLll Director
title Division of Historic Landmarks

For NPS use only
| herehy certify that this property is included in the National Register

date ——
Keeper of the National Register
At t%v,t: date

Chiet of Reaistration
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7. Architectural Analysis

The primary feature of the property is a li-story building that was
Patrick Henry's home for several years., The oldest section of the
bullding, erected clrca 1750, is an extremelv rare example of vertical
plank constructicn. Cireca 1800, a large framed addition was erected cn the
south side of the building. The original exterior sheathing of the plank
building is not knowm, but the patterns of nall holes on portions of the
planking suggest & vertical board sheathing. The entire building was
sheathed in beaded herizontal weatherboards after congtruction of the
gouthern addition.

The exterior has an irregular composition. The original structure has
a central doorway with a batten door and two asymmetrical windows on the
facade (west elevation). The southern addition adds another door and
window to this elevation. One dormer windew is situated roughly above the
docr of the southern additicn. The east elevation has two deors and two
vindows In an irrvegular pattern; several aspechs of this elevaticn heve
been reframed. The north elevation i1s pierced by a cellar entrance ard by
2 sirgle siz-over-six windew in the gable end, Llighting the attic, The
sotth elevation has a single six-over-six sash window for the main floor
and for the attic, The beaded weatherbcoard siding, which apparently dates
from the time of the addition, has been replaced in several areas but many
boards have pwvived. A milled wocden cornice is of unknown date., There
are no gutters.

The original pertion of the building is of vertical plank and braced
frame ceonstruction., The primary structural elements are hewm sills,
L-shaped corner posts, plates, and diagonal braces which are Joined with
pegged mortise-and-tenon Joints. Secondary posts flank the deors and
windows. Within the framework of these mermbers, the walls are comprised of
vertical planks, 2% inches thick and ranging from six to twelve inches
wide, set side-by-side with chamfered hattens nailed cver the interstices.
The planks are tenoned to fit chamneis in the sills, braces, ara plates.

11 of the building's exterior walls and the coriginal interior partition
are of plank constructior. A wide unmolded horizontal chalr rail is
applied over the planking at a 30" height.

The original bullding includes a hall and a chamber on the first
fleor, with two smaller rooms 1In the attic, and a partial basement., A
single chimmey cpens into the chamber; the north rcom, the he2ll, does not
appear tc have been heated. The transverse partition 1s of plank
construction with a gingle six-panel door centrally leocested. An enclosed
corner staircazse in the northeast corner provides access to the attic. The
lower end of the stalr's Intermediate newel Js fashicrned as a
fourteen-facet polyvhedron perdant. The stair has a steep rise, corner

{ See Continuation Sheet #2 )
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7. Architectural fnalysis

winders, and an attic halustrade composed of twe wide boards set on the
diagonal, The celling joists in these two original rocms are exposed, and
appear to have always been exposed; they have beaded edges, and bear
remmants of whitewash. The Jower face of the attic flooring is also
whitewashed. This is the plan mest common in Virginia's rural seats of the
18th century; Dell Upton nctes that, even with the wealthlest Virginia
planters, the two-rcom plan house predominated in the period.

The cellar is reached by a doorway on the north elevation. This door
is sheltered by a frame bulkhead that wos constructed by the current cuwner,
Most of the sills and floor Joists have been replaced., The brick
foundation walls have been patched and repaired in many pheses, ard
crigiral meterial ard detailing are no longer evidert. The basement space
does ot appear to have been finished,

The roof is framed of pit-sawn rafters which bear on a false plate
resting on the celling Joists, The rafters are joired ot the ridge with
pegged mortice—and-tenon jointe; collar beams are joined to the rarters with
half-lepped joints. There is ne ridge beam, While scme of the rootr
sheathing appears to bte original, the standirg-seam metal roofing is
relatively new. The attic space 1s divided by a simple fremed partition;
the attic rcom Iir the southern addition is not accessible frem the original
attie,

The scrthern addition to Pine Slash is of the more typical braced-
frame construction. These walls were bullt for exterior westherboard
sheathing and intericr lath and plaster finish. The bullding's original
climmey appears to have been rebuilt when this addition was constructed;
the gtaclk has a corbeled cap. Tre chimmey Thes & f{ireplace with a
segmental brick esrch in the scuth room, framed by a sirple wooden
mantelpiece, and a sirdlar fireplace in the centrzl chamber, with a sinple
mantel shelf, The chimney breasts are plastered in beth rcoms. A second
corner staircace allows access to a single attic room which is finished
with plaster and 1it by a dormer window. The lathing in the s=southern
addition is riven. Ceilirg Jcists in the southern addition, as in the
original portion of the bullding, are exposed, with beaded edges.

Windecw sash in the bilding 1s irregular, showing several different
configurations and muntin profiles. OCne source suggests that all the
existing sash was installed to replace original leaded casaments., The
first—-{locr window in the south elevaticn has wide mmntins, while other
sesh in the building has narvow runtinsg, All of the cld sash is cof pegged
construction.  The window of the cenfral room on the east elevagion has
four-cver-four sash, while the remaining sash is six—over-six. There is
crne dormer on the west slope of the roof of the scuthern addition, This
dormer has a four-over-four sash windew ard a gabled roof. One report
indicates that the bullding had three dormers earlier,

{ See Continuation Sheet #3 )
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7. Architectural Analvsis

Hardware in the bullding includes a mixture of wrought-iron strap
hinges and surface-mounted H-[, type hinges. Two wooden box locks and
several wooder: latches are in place cn the batten docrs, while several iron
rim locks with porcelain lochbs, typlcal of mid-I18th-certury ccnstruction,
are found In the scuthern adaition.

Although ruch of the building's exterior fabric was succumbing to rot,
recent repairs have set Pine Slash in good conditicon. The repairs have
helped insure the preservation of the structural Tramework and the intericr
features. The foundaticn has seen ertensive repazirs, with the bricluork
parged ard most of the sills and floor Joists replaced. DNuch of the
wegtherboarding has been replaced. The Interior, conversely, is remsrkably
irtact. In two areas, portions of the plank walls have been removed and
replaced with medern stud framing. The bullding has no plumbing, and only
& very ririmal electrical system with surface-mounted conduits has been
instailed. A Tlue in the chimney indicates that a wood-burning stove vwas
once ured in the central rocm.

The sgecond residence on the Pine Slash preperty 1s a twe-story
building of braced-freme construction, sometimes called "Frospeet, Hill,"
The building, which is located on the site of the earlier main residence,
was built circa 1820. Thre budilding has a garbrel-roof form that was common
in the counties arcund Rlermond in the early 'Cth centurys Little Plymouth
In King 2nd Gueen County 1s a comparable buillding.

Prospect Hill has a central-hell, single-pile plan, with a full
basement. Mo exterior end chimneys of irregular American-bond brickwork,
have double shoulderings and corbeled caps. The primary north and scuth
elevations are three bays wide, with nine-over-nine, double-hung sasb
windows., Three shalleow dormers with six-over-six sash plerce tre lower
slopes of the gerkbrel. A small gable-rcofed porch on the north elevation
shelters the central entrance, while the central shed-rcofed pecrch on the
gouth elevation bhee heen enclosed. The east and west elevatlons have small
gingle windows on each side of the chimney stack a2t the secend-floor level.
Mest of the inferior spaces and features are Intact; the narrow stairwav
and the mantelpieces are of note. Hardware for celling-mounted paddle fans
("purlzhs") is intact in one basement roon.

Prospect Hill is in good conditlion, It has been renovated In recent
vears fcr contemporary use, with new electrical, plumbing, and mechanical
systems. The original weatherboarding has been covered on three elevaticns
with aluminum siding. Storm windows have been added tce most of the
original windows. The ground floor of the south porch has heen enclosed to
accermodate a modern kitchen.,

Other bulldings on the property include a one-story brick carriage
house, which may be contemporary with the second residence (Prospect hill).
The building's original brick walls of six-course American bend with random

{ See Continuation Sheet #4 )}
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7. Architectural fAnalysis

glazing have survived in relatively geood conditicn. It was remodeled for
use as a tool shed circa 1960, with a frame wall bullt across the entrance,
and a new roof., The Tarm's other ocutbulldirgs. irncluding a kitchen, an
ice house, stables, and servents' aquarters, have ncot survived. The general
location of these wvanisched ocutbuildings is a matter of 1iving memory, and
archeclogical Investigetions might verify the exact locatlon arnd
gpproximate configurations of these buildings.

A modern garage and a tool shed, beth dating from the mid-20th
century, are alsc on the preperty. A small cemetery with gravegites of the
Jones family, who have dwelled at Pine Slash frem 1797 to the present, lies
scutheast of the residences.

JW
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f. Significance

Historie Context

Architecture: The original building at Pine Slash is an extremely
rare example of vertical plank construction (a2lsc called "palisade"
construction) in the Chesapeske region, The building is impertant evidence
of altermative interpretations of %irher construction in the Virginis
colony. Variations on timber construction incliuding plank, vertical lcg,
herizontal log, and stovewced censtruction thrived in areas where tinber
was aburndant, and where costs were entailed in rdlling and shaping, rather
than in materials. Many buildings in Mew England were fashioned of
vertical plenks mortised into a sill:; most of these New Ingland examples
date from the pericd 1080~1725. Carl Condit describes plank construction
ag thriving in New England from 1627 to 1860. Bulldings of plank
censtruction have also been identified in the Mississippi/Missouri region
in the 18th cenftury; and in Newfoundlard over a rmuch longer era, from the
17¢h intc the early 20th century. One other example of plank constructicn
in the Chesapeake regicn is the Wenlocke Christison House in Talbot County,
Maryland, built cirea 1670, snd since moved. Ne other buildings of plank
constructicn have teen identified in Virginla, While the age and integrity
of the structure estasblish its importance, the extreme rarity of vertlecal
plank ceonstruction in the state and the region mark Pire flash as an
architectural srtifact of the first lrportance.

While some popular scurces suggest that Pine Slash was built in
the late 17th century, Mark Wenger, architectural historian for the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation, dates the original bullding to circa 1750. Wenger
cites the L-shaped cormerpests, the common rafters set on the falge plate,
and the simplistic character of the intericr moldings and hardware as
features inconsistent with construction of earlier pericds. lio attempt te
confirm this date with dendrechronclogieal or archeclogical testing has
been made,

The scuthern addition to Pine Slash is alse Ixportant architecturally
because cof its exceptional integrity. TL is a relatively irtesct exarple of
the braced-frame construction that typified most cf the state's bulldings
in the antebellum years. The I19th-century residence, Prospect Hill, heos
architectural merit as well and adds to the sipnificance of the property.
The ensemble, including the two residences, the surviving cutbullding, ard
the potential archeclogical remnants, is of statewide significance, ~

History: The eminent Virginia orator Patrick Henry sought a living as
a farmer and a merchant in Hancver County in the 1750s. Ye married Sarah
Sheltcn in 1784, The Henrys occupied a house called Pine Slash, on land
given as a dowry by Sarah's father Jchn Shelton. When this house was
destreved by fire in 1757, the Henrys movea te the overseer's house on the
property where they lived for several years, This is the bullding that
survives. After several disappointing years as a farmer, Henry sold the

{ See Continuation Sheet %6 )
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2. Significance

property to John Syme. lHenry embarked on a legal career and wen great (and
well~documented) fame in the Revolution.

Pine Slash, through subsequent transactions, passed to Jecel Jones in
1797, and it has been the property of the Jones familyv to the present day.
Washingtcen Jenes, son of Joel Jones, inherited the land in 1835, arnd deeded
it to William Washington Jones in 1870. Pine Slash then passed tc Lemuella
Ella Jones Talley and B. T. Talley in 1902, and in 1941 to Nannie Talley
Thomas and William Talley Themas, the current owners.

W
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys (continued)

2. Division of Historic¢ Landmarks
Survey File Nos. 42-~25 and 42-26
1968 X State
Depository: Division of Historic Landmarks
221 Governor Street
Richmond, VA 23219

3. Division of Historic Landmarks Survey
File No. 42-122
1986 X State
Depository: Division of Historic Landmarks
221 Governor Street
Richmond, VA 23219
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10. Geoaranhical Lata - - vouncary Justification

The acreage forms a natural elevated plateau bounded by two creeks, the northern

one of which has been dammed for a pond. The boundaries inciude the likely archeo-
logical sites of siave houses and other early agricultural structures claimed by the
owner to have stood in the fields to the north and east of the standing buildings.
The boundaries also take in a portion of the pine slash lowlands from whence the

property derives its name.

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a point on the E side of VA 643, approx. 5500' SE of the intersec-
tion of said route with VA 606; thence extending approx. 2300' NE crossing
service road and following E side of an improved light duty road; thence approx.
400" ENE to a point in the middle of the pond; thence approx. 2200' SE and ESE
along the middle of the pond to a point at a northern tributary stream of
Totopotomoy Creek; thence approx. 1500' following SSE and then SE alcng said
stream to a point where it joins Totopotomoy Creek; thence approx. 4000' W
following said creek to a point where VA 643 crosses creek; thence approx.

600' N along E side of VA 643 to point of origin.
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