


CONDITION 

a .  BACKGROWEI INFORMATION: Scotchtown was Patr ick Henry's home during 
the pfriod of h i s  leadership i n  shaping the course of events leading t o  
Revolution and Independence. He l ived there from 1771 u n t i l  he was 
elected f i r s t  Governor of Virginia i n  1776 and moved t o  the Governor's 
palace a t  Williamsburg. He continued t o  nwintain h i s  residence a t  
Scotchtown u n t i l  1777 when he sold the plantation t o  Colonel Miles Carey. 
While l iv ing  a t  Scotchtown, Patr ick Henry attended both the  F i r s t  and 
Second Continental C~ngress .  He headed the Hanover Volunteers against  
Governor Dunmore's seizure of the powder and went t o  S t .  John's Church 
i n  Richmond t o  s t i r  the people of Virginia with h i s  unparalleled burst  
of eloquence. He became Virg in ia ' s  f i r s t  governor; received and aided 
George Rogers Clark. The years during which he l ived a t  Scotchtown 
were the grea tes t  and most f r u i t f u l  i n  the l i f e  of Patr ick Henry. 

During h i s  l i fe t ime,  Patrick Henry l ived a t  eleven d i f f e ren t  places 
i n  Virginia. Red H i l l ,  Scotchtown, and Hanover Tavern a r e  the only ones 
remaining. Red H i l l  was Henry's f i n a l  home i n  the years a f t e r  h i s  
retirement from public service; the present s t ructure  i s  largely 
reconstruction, and l a t e r  additions.  

The house a t  Scotchtown i s  or ig ina l  and i s  of unusual design and 
appeal. Scotchtown was b u i l t  by Colonel Charles Chiswell of Williamsburg 
f o r  h i s  country home on a t r a c t  which he acquired i n  1717. The exact 
date of construction is uncertain. Since the land grant provided t h a t  
the property be seated within two years, it i s  believed t h a t  the house 
was b u i l t  about 1719. Patr ick Henry bought Scotchtown i n  1771 and 
l ived there u n t i l  1777. 
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Hanover Tavern was operated by Patrick Henry's father-in-law, 
John Shelton. Henry l ived there during the ear ly  years of h i s  marriage 
and a t  the time of the Parson's Cause. The rambling two-story frame 
s t ructure  has been a l te red ,  but still  r e t a ins  some of the or ig ina l  
features.  The tavern now houses the Barbdale  Theatre. 

Condition of S i t e :  The Scotchtown house, 93 x 35 f ee t ,  one of the 
l a rges t  i n  the colony, was a frame story-and-a-half s t ruc ture  on a 
brick foundation with enormous roof. The roof i s  of an unusual design-- 
it i s  of the ea r ly  Jerkin-head type. Two massive chimneys pierced the 
roof a room's length from the e a s t  and west ends of the building. On 
the f i r s t  f l o o r  was n wide cen t r a l  h a l l  extending from the f ront  t o  the 
rear  porches. On e i t h e r  side of the h a l l  were four rooms ~ rouped  around 
the chimneys. The f u l l  basement was pclrtltioncd in to  c i & t  rooms and a 
wine c e l l a r  with ex ter ior  entrances on the north nnd cant oldes. The 
a t t i c ,  reached by a s ta i rcnsc from the onc room a t  tho northeaot corner 
was one very large room, unfinished and without par t i t ions .  
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I n  the rear  yards were the outbuildings--a schoolhouse, off ice ,  
kitchen, smokehouse, wash house, ash house, blackso~ith shop, plantation 
varehouse o r  s tore ,  and guesthouses. Half a mile from the  mansion on . . 



The Scotchtoxu house, 93x 35 feet, was one of the largest in the 
Amzrican coloilies. Its story-and-a half frame structure supports 
an enormous, early Jerkin-head type roof. It rests on a brick 
foundation, enclosing a full basement of eight rooms and a wine 
cellar. Two massive chi~r~neys project from the roof one room's 
length from tile east and west ends of the building. On the first 
floor a wide central hall extends from the front to the tear porch; 
on either side of the hall are four rooms grouped around one the 
chimneys. The attic is unfinished and without partitions, so that 
the excellent restoration work is readily visible there. 

Restoration of the main house was begun under the direct supervision 
of the architectural firm of Macomber and Peters, Washington, D.C.  --I 
Before entering private practice, Mr. Macomber was architect for 
Colonial Williamsburg, Inc. The restoration work at Scotchtown has 0 
employed the techniques and practices which guided the restoration z 
at Williamsburg. Primary reliance has been on the careful examinatio 
of the structure to determine original architectural details, 
ted by photographs and descriptions of the building and 
excavations around the exterior foundations. Restoration on 
proper was virtually complete by 1962. The work has apparently 
been very authentic, both exterior and interior. The additional 
chimneys have been removed and the two originals reconstructed. This 
has made possible the removal of the 1823 partitions and a return to 
the original floor plan. 

Extensive changes were made on Scotchtown following its acquisition b?. 
the Taylor family in 1832. These included the razing of the chimneys 
and their replacement by four new ones; movement of interior partiti0r.s 
to conform with the new chimneys; and removal of some of the original 
rnahogany and walnut panelling and marble mantelpieces during remodel- 
ling. In 1958 the house and 26 acres of surrounding land were pur- 
chased by the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquitiet. 
Since then fifteen acres have been added to the site, the house has 
been almost completely restored, and several outbuildings have been 
reconstructed: the Law Office, Ice House, Caretaker's House, & old 
well. A kitchen is in the process of reconstruction, above recently 
discovered 1824 foundations. 
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The 41 acres at Scotchtown owned by the APVA were all part of the 
property owned by Patrick Henry during his residence there. 

As shown by the red line on the accompanying sketch map A entitled 
"Patrick Henry Home, Scotchtown" and dated October 25, 1974, from 
a point labelled A on Route 685, about 200 feet southwest from the 
side road; proceed about 700 feet northwest to a point B, then north 
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about 250 feet to a point C touching the west curbline of the side 
road. From point C proceed about 350 feet northeast to a point D, 
then about 600 feet southeast to a point E, then about 700 feet 
slightly south of east to a point F touchinp Rsute 685 on the north 
an east curb. From point F proceed west and wuth along the curbline 
of Route 685 about 1400 feet to point of the bsginning. 
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This  h~!ge £ r a w  mansion was t h e  home of P a t r i c k  Henry from 1771 t o  1777, 
when he was help ing  5h;pe t h e  course  of even t s  l ead ing  t o  Revolution and 
Independecce. He ].eft t o  become Governor of wartime Vi rg in i a .  The 
house, owned by t h e  1Ianover County Branch, Associa t ion  f o r  t h e  Preser -  
v a t i o n  of V i rg in i a  A n t i q u i t i e s ,  i s  be ing  r e s t o r e d  a s  an h i s t o r i c  house 
museum. 

HISTORY I 
S c o t c h t a ~ ~ ~  was purchased i n  1717 by Charles  Chiswell,  who named it t h u s  
i n  order  t o  a t t r a c t  S c o t t i s h  workers. The p lan  f a i l e d ,  and a f t e r  
s e v e r a l  chncges i n  hands, t h e  proper ty  was bought by P a t r i c k  Henry i n  
1771. 1Ie l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  h i s  ' lect ion a s  Governor and removal t o  
Williamsbvrg i n  1775. The proper ty  i s  t h u s  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  t h e  most 
c r i t i c a l  yea r s  of i l en ry t s  a c t i v i t y .  

I BIOGRAPHY - I 
P a t r i c k  Henry (1736-1199) was born i n  Hanover County, Va. and educated I 
at  home by h i s  f a t h - r ,  John Henry, a surveyor,  co lone l ,  and j u s t i c e  of 
t h e  Hanover County Court. I 
A s  a yout:h, Iienry fail.ed twice  i n  seven y e a r s  a s  a s to rekeepe r  and 
once a s  a farmer,  meantime marrying Sarah Shel ton  i n  1754. I n  1760 he  
was admitted'  t o  t h e  b a r ,  and a t  l a s t  met with. g r e a t  success .  

I n  1763 lienry gained cjider r ecogn i t ion  through h i s  handling of t h e  
famous Pa r son ' s  Cause. This  s u i t  grew o u t  of t h e  Vi rg in i a  law, disal low- 

I 
ed by ti le king,  t h a t  permit ted payment of t h e  Anglican c l e r g y  i n  money 
i n s t e a d  of tobacco when t h e  crop was poor. Henry was s o  eloquent  i n  
defending t h e  c o l o n i s t ' s  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i n  1765 he was sea t ed  i n  t h e  House 
of Burgesses.  He immediately e s t a b l i s h e d  himself a s  a voc i f e rous  oppo- 
nent  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Stamp Act, i n t roduc ing  r e s o l u t i o n s  a s s e r t i n g  t h e  
r i g h t  01 t h e  co lon ie s  to l e g i s l a t e  independently of England. H i s  oratory1 
i n  deferrsc cf t h e s e  proposa ls  included t h e  famous "Caesar- rutu us" speech: 
"Caesar had h i s  Brutus,  Charles  t h e  F i r s t  h i s  Cromwell, and George t h e  
Third... George t h e  Third", he  continued,  a s  c r i e s  of "Treason1 Treason! ' 
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f i l l e d  t h e  room, ' ' i~dy p r o f i t  by t h e i r  e:csnnle. I f  t h i s  be t r eason ,  
make t h e  most of it." 

For t h e  next  t e n  ye3r.s Henry uas a  l eade r  of t h e  r8.dical oppos i t ion  
t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  goveriirncnt. H i s  yurchase c.i  Scotc ' ! ' t~\m i n  1771 
sugges t s  h i s  posiLion was not  e n t i r e l y  ~,:ipiipular. !if was a  member . .. 
of t h e  f i r s t  V i r g i n i a  committee of Correcpondence a n d  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  
t h e  Cont inenta l  Congress of 1774 and 1775. A t  th:? Vi rg in i a  revolu t ionary  
convention on March 23 ,  1775, in S t .  J o h n ' s  Church, Zichmond, he  
de l ive red  t h e  speech which assured  h i s  pos:it ion a!: one of t h e  wor ld ' s  
g r e a t  o r a t o r s  and advocates  of human freedoin: 

"There i s  no r e t r e a t  but  i n  submission and s lavery!  Our cha ins  a r e  
forged .  t h e i r  c lanking  may be heard on t1:e p l a i n s  of Boston. The 
war is inevi tab le-and l e t  i t  come! I repen t  i t  s i r ,  l e t  it come!! 
It is  va in ,  s i r ,  t o  ex tenuate  t h e  ma t t e r .  Gentlenien )nay c r y  peace, peace,  
but  t h e r e  i s  no peace. The war i s  a c t u a l l y  begun! The nex t  g a l e  
t h a t  sweeps from t h e  n o r t h  w i l l  b r i n g  t o  our  e a r s  t h e  c l a s h  of resounding 
arms1 Our b re th ren  a r e  a l r eady  i n  t h e  f i e l d !  Why s tand  we he re  i d l e ?  What 
i s  it t h a t  gentlemen wish? What would they  have? Is l i f e  s o  dear  o r  peace 
s o  sweet, a s  t o  be  purchased a t  t h e  p r i c e  of cha ins  and s l a v e r y ?  Forbid 
i t ,  Almighty God--I know not  what course o t h e r s  may take ;  but  a s  f o r  me, 
g ive  m e  l i b e r t y  o r  g ive  m e  dearh!" 

Henry's proposa ls  f o r  arming t h e  Vi rg in i a  m i l i t i a  were passed; i n  Apr i l  
t h e  b a t t l e s  of Lexington and Concord i n i t i a L e d  h o s t i l i t i e s  between . 
England and h e r  American co lon ie s .  I n  1776 Henry res igned h i s  command of 
t h e  V i r g i n i a  f o r c e s  and served on t h e  committee which d r a f t e d  t h a t  
s t a t e ' s  f i r s t  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  He w a s  e l e c t e d  governor t h a t  same year  and 
was r e -e l ec t ed  i n  1777 and 1778, t h u s  se rv ing  a s  long a s  t h e  new 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  permit ted.  A s  wartime governor Henry gave George Washington 
p l e n t i f u l  support  i n  men and s u p p l i e s ;  he  a l s o  au thor ized  t h e  exped i t ion  
of George Rogers Clark i n t o  t h e  I l l i n o i s  country.  

Henry r e tu rned  t o  pub l i c  l i f e  i n  1780; h e  had remarried fo l lowing t h e  
dea th  of h i s  f i r s t  w i fe  i n  t h e  in t e r im.  He served a s  a  l ead ing  member 
of t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  from 1780 t o  1784. H e  t hen  served  two yea r s  
a s  governor b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  L O  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  1787 t o  1790. He 
decl ined  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convention of 1787, and s t r o n g l y  
opposed i t s  adoption i n  Vi rg in i a  t h e  fol lowing year .  This  was due t o  
h i s  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  no r the rn  s t a t e s  would abandon MissLssippi  nav iga t ion  
r i g h t s  t o  Spain, and t h a t  s t a t e  and ind iv idua l  r i g h t s  would be trampled 
on. The B i l l  of Rights ,  which he  helped t o  pass ,  reconci led  Henry t o  
t h e  new f e d e r a l  government. 
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After 1790 Henry declined a sc r ips  of I-, I,?1 
r e spons ib i l i t i e s  and ill health.  I n  I;!;? ns-iir,-r? t o  run a:;:.. 
f o r  the  s t a t e  l eg i s l a tu re ,  in order  tc-, :: L :  'a an3 Rcctucky 
resolutions,  which claimed a  s t r ~ t e  ve!:(: , ,  . - ~ -:I! 1 ei ; is la~:?ss .  Durin!; 
h i s  successful  campaign he made h i s  13s. . 3 ,::~i-~i-.lg p i c ?  filr 
American unity.  He never took his sea:; . . . . , I-,* ..:ied a t  Re.1 H i l l  

near Brookneal, Virginia. 
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