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Summary Description: 

Spring Green is located on Old Church Road in Hanover County, Virginia. The entry 
drive is lined with old cedar trees. The house is surrounded by English and American 
boxwoods. The property contains 6.98 acres. Spring Green consists of a Federal, center- 
hall, single pile, 1-112 story, wood-frame residence ca. 1800 (that contains an earlier 
structure.) Every piece of the original house is hand-hewn or whip sawn, mortice-and- 
tenon construction and pegged. Original interior woodwork include: heart pine floors, 
mantels, wainscot, and stair. The interior walls are covered with original plaster and are 
three inches thick in some areas. Associated with the earliest period of the house, is a 
contributing smokehouse. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS: 

Spring Green is a Federal Vernacular style, center-hall, single-pile, 1-112 story, wood- 
frame residence that reached its present form around 1800 (it incorporates an earlier 
section of unknown date.) The exterior is beaded heart pine and poplar weatherboard. 
About 75% of the original siding has survived. Every piece of the framing is hand-hewn 
or whip-sawn, very heavy, and mortised and pegged. The brick chimneys are five feet 
wide and three feet thick at the base, and have stepped shoulders. All of the chimneys 
have variations of 1:5 American bond. Two brick end chimneys are connected with a 
brick pent closet, on the east side. On the west side, is a large brick exterior end 
chimney. The first floor windows have 9-over-9 sashes and much of the old glass 
survives. Most of the exterior window trim is original. The cornices are plain box made 
out of heart pine. There is earlier framing with pegged (exposed) window sills on the east 
section. The gable roof has three gable dormers on the front and two on the back.. All 
of the dormer windows have 6-over-6 sashes. Most of the roof sheathing is original to 
the house. The oldest section includes the hall, east parlor with the old lutchen behind it. 
These rooms are served by two chimneys connected by a brick pent closet. Across the 
hall is the west parlor and beyond it a wing now housing a kitchen and a den which was 
built in 1950. In 1990, an additional shed-roofed section was added behind the old 
kitchen. The three bay porch on the front of the house and the small side porch are not 
original. 
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The interior is a center-hall plan with pent addition. The floors are orignal6" heart pine 
throughout (except for the east side parlor which caught fire and shed addition.) The first 
floor has beaded baseboards. The door and window architraves on the first floor are two- 
part with beaded inner edges and attached moldings on their outer edges. The original 
six-panel doors have panels set flush with the surface on the exterior with vertical beads 
on the panel edges. Many of the doors have original wrought iron hardware. The 
wainscot consists of a single panel and a plain chair rail with a beaded bottom edge and 
projecting crown molding that forms sills under the windows. There is a beaded picture 
molding with clothes pegs in the hall. The stair has a quarter-turn with winders. There is a 
small closet under it. The stair has a pegged newel, square in section, molded handrail, 
rectangular balusters, and a beaded stringer. The square caps on top of the newel and 
baluster posts have unusual, small, square, hand-cawed finials. The newel posts, 
balusters, and hand rails are made of walnut. The treads are made of heart pine. 

An unusual feature on the first floor is the two cubby-holes on the west wall of the hall in 
the comer near the rear end door. To create the cubby-holes the wall was built out a few 
inches. The cubby-holes are not noticeable to the uninitiated visitor because the doors are 
covered with wallpaper and they are built to close flush with the wall. The plaster walls 
are mostly original. The height of the rooms is 9 feet. The mantel in the west side parlor 
has late Federal elements and is the most elaborate in the house. It has fluted pilasters on 
plinths, a plain architrave, and an unusual frieze covered with hand-carved horizontal 
fluting and featuring raised impost blocks with recessed ovals. The molded comice steps 
out over the impost blocks, and the projecting mantelshelf has a molded edge. The 
mantle in the east side parlor has flanlang pilasters on plinths with unusual rectangular 
panels on the shafts of the pilasters with bolection panels. The architrave and frieze are 
plain, and the frieze has raised impost blocks. The molded comice steps out over the 
impost blocks, and the mantelshelf has a molded edge. The east parlor has panels 
flanking the fireplace that are a later addition, as is the built-in comer cupboard. Behind 
the east parlor is the original kitchen, whch includes a brick, pent closet. Flanking the 
fireplace on the other side is a cubbyhole closet. 
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The second floor has plain, beaded baseboards and the floors are original. The second 
floor architraves are similar to the first floor, but with only one-fascia architraves. The 
dormers are original. There is a small hall chamber, now used as a bathroom and a 
bedroom on either side of the hall. Each bedroom has small 4-pane windows on each side 
of each chmney. An unusual feature on the second floor is the original six panel doors in 
both bedrooms, which serve as a closet door when opened and serve as a bedroom door 
when closed. The doors have the original hardware. The door in the east side bedroom 
has H-L hinges with leather washers. The name of one of the Bayliss children is carved 
into the plaster in the west side bedroom. The Bayliss family lived at Spring Green from 
1866 - 1897. 

The cellar walls are of 5-course American bond and an English bond chmney. The floors 
were originally brick and heart pine, however they have been reworked. The walls also 
appear to have been reworked over time, probably because of flooding as the house is 
built on a spring (hence the name Spring Green). 

Smokehouse: There is an original contributing smokehouse behind the east side of the 
house that has early framing and is associated with the earliest period of the house. It has 
a gable roof and vertically sheathed door with strap hinges and a wrought iron hasp. 
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Statement of Significance: 

Spring Green is a well preserved example of a Virginia farmhouse from the early 1 9 ' ~  - 
century. It's three chimneys and pent closet are parkularly noteworthy. The interior 
present a high degree of integrity and unusual features including built in cubby holes and 
unusual closets. It is eligible under Criterion C. 

Historical Background: 

The earliest owner was George Earnest whose land was processioned in 1764, according 
to the St. Paul's Parish Vestry Book. He was last mentioned in this source in 1779. In 
1782, George Earnest had 719 aces, less 58 acres conveyed to Samuel Earnest, George 
Earnest's son, who by 1787 was paying taxes on 726 acres. Samuel Earnest died about 
1818 and his estate was shown as adjoining John Kelley's and John Street's. Two years 
later, in 1820, John H. Earnest was shown with the acreage, "conveyed from Samuel 
Earnest Estate." The John H. Earnest family lived here for about forty-six years when in 
1866 he deeded the 249 acres to J.Henry Coghill as Trustee for Mrs. Elizabeth Ann 
Bayliss and her children. When the Bayliss family lived here, Spring Green was "noted 
for its hospitality." In 1897 the Bayliss family sold Spring Green to 
James R. Apperson "same land on which the late Silas P. Bayliss resided at the time of 
his death." The other owners listed are: Lucy C. Hamood and A.S. Hanvood, Mary G. 
Earnes(Armes), E.S. and Emma Barfoot, Lonnie and Agnes Spaugh, Paul and Eunice 
Swasev. Herman and Miriam Lukhard. Noman Holden purchased Spring Green in 1980 . - 
and c&ently owns it with his wife, Meredith Holden. 
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Geographical Data (continued) 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The property known as Spring Green is identified as parcel #8765-75-3609 on the tax 
parcel maps for Hanover County, Virginia. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary for Spring Green includes the main house and the associated outbuilding 
(smokehouse) that have historically been part of the property. 
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