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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Slash Church, a white clapboarded frame structure, is situated at
the edge of the wood on a hill above Route 656 north of the crossroads of
that route and Route 657. The rectangular building measures 60'6" X 26'6",
and has a steep gable roof, modillion cornice, and double doors in the north,
west and south walls. There are four windows in both the north and south
walls, three in the east end, and two above the door in the west end; all

have louvered shutters. Some of the clapboarding, as well as portions of the
cornice, the double west doors and trim, and the sills of the east windows
are believed to date from the colonial pericd. The design of the modern

frame addition that is connected to the church by a passageway to the north
is derived from the main edifice.

The interior of the building has a raised chancel in its east end.
The west gallery with its slight bow front is thought to retain its original
handrail and flooring. The enclosed stair to this gallery rises to the
right of the westdor and is old, but is probably not colonial. The wains-
coting and the main floor boards which were destroyed by fire and water
damage in 1970 are thought to have been colonial. The present plastered
and wainscoted walls were designed to resemble those destroyed. Fortunately
most of the building's original framing survives including the interesting
roof frame with its unusual triangular vertical supports, purlins, and beams.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Slash Church, Hanover County, or, as it was called in
colonial times, Upper Church, St. Paul's Parish survives as one of a half-
dozen frame colonial churches in Virginia.  Seated along the wood on the
old Banover-Ashland road, the venerable building has a history deeply
intertwined with that of the area. Patrick Henry, Dolley Madison and
Henry Clay, all one-time residents of the area, are believed to have
attended this church. Patrick Henry's uncle of the same name was a well-
known rector of the church for forty years in the eighteenth century.

The first Upper Church, known as Mechumps Chapel of
St. Peter's Parish, was located about 1% miles north of the present build-
ing that became the Upper Church of St. Paul's when that parish was
formed from part of St, Peter's Parish in 1704. The existing church was
constructed in 1729 by Thomas Pinchbeck and Edward Chambers to serve the
parish. '

After the Disestablishment, Upper Church fell into
disuse and the Episcopalians in the area chose St, Paul's in Hanover Court
House as their house of worship. Upper Church was later jointly taken
over by the Methodists and the Disciples of Christ, but it has been owned
solely by the latter since 1842, and from that time to the present, it has
been known as S8lash Christian Church. This present name stems from a
nearby swampy area, called the slashes. The church is said to have been
used as a school and to have served as a hospital in the War Between the
States.- :
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. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COURDINATES !

LATITURDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER FOQINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES i
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE [
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Secends Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW P 37°43 ° 147 | 77 ° 230 00 - ° - . 0 - "
NE 137°43 0 147 | 77 ° 24 46
SE | 37°43 02" | 77 ° 24 46 -
sw_|g3°43 * gptlup° 23 00"
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PFROFERTY: 10 acres ]
‘LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROFPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES |
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cope
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cobe
f11. FORM PREPARED BY’
NAME AND TITLE:
Vireinia Historic lLandmarks Commission Staff "
ORGANIZATION DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission July, 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Qffice Building
CITY CR TOWN: STATE CODE
Richmond, Virginia 51
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION T ~

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1366 (Public Law
89.665), 1 hereby neminate this property for inclusion

“Pesin the Nutional Register and certify that it has been

eviluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

[l X Local

State

o

National

Name

J. R. Fishburne, Director

Title Va. Historic lLandmarks Commissio

Date

mn

¢

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Late

GPO 901.087
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