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Slash  Church, a  whi te  clapboarded frame s t r u c t u r e ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  a t  
the  edge of t h e  wood on a  h i l l  above Route 656 n o r t h  o f  t h e  c ross roads  of  
t h a t  rou te  and Route 657. The r ec t angu la r  bu i ld ing  measures 60'6" X 26'6", 
and has a  s t e e p  gable  r o o f ,  modi l l ion  c o r n i c e ,  and double doors  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  
wcst and south  w a l l s .  There a r e  fou r  windows i n  both t h e  n o r t h  and south  
w a l l s ,  t h r e e  i n  t h e  e a s t  end, and two above t h e  door in  t h e  wes t  end; a l l  
have louvered s h u t t e r s .  Some of t h e  clapboarding,  a s  w e l l  a s  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  
c o r n i c e ,  the  double west  doors  and t r i m ,  and t h e  s i l l s  of  t h e  e a s t  windows 
a r e  be l ieved  t o  d a t e  from the c o l o n i a l  period.  The des ign  o f  the  modern 
frame a d d i t i o n  t h a t  is connected t o  t h e  church by a  passageway t o  t h e  n o r t h  
i s  der ived  from the  main e d i f i c e .  
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The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  has  a  r a i s e d  chancel  i n  i t s  e a s t  end. 
The west g a l l e r y  w i t h  i t s  s l i g h t  bow f r o n t  i s  thought t o  r e t a i n  i ts  o r i g i n a l  
h a n d r a i l  and f l o o r i n g .  The enclosed s t a i r  t o  t h i s  g a l l e r y  r i s e s  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  of  t h e  w e s t b r  and i s  o l d ,  bu t  i s  probably n o t  c o l o n i a l .  The wains- 
c o t i n g  and t h e  main f l o o r  boards which were des t royed by f i r e  and wa te r  
damage i n  1970 a r e  thought t o  have been c o l o n i a l .  The p r e s e n t  p l a s t e r e d  
and wainscoted w a l l s  weredesigned t o  resemble those  des t royed.  Fortunate13 
most of  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  o r i g i n a l  framing su rv ives  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  
roof frame w i t h  i ts  unusual  t r i a n g u l a r  v e r t i c a l  suppor t s ,  p u r l i n s ,  and beams, 

n Moved @ oliginoi site -- 
D E S C f i i o C  T H E  P R C S C N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( $ 1  kn0wnJ P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  



~ P E C S F I  c D A T C I ~ I  (11 ~ p p l i ~ ~ b ~ ~  end K ~ O , V ~ J  1729 ' 

* R E A S  O F  S I G N ,  F I C A N C E  (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor iginal  Education CJ Political Urbmn Planning 

Prehistoric Engineering a Religion/Phi. @ Other ( s p e c i f y j  

Historic lndurtry lorophl l o c a l  h i s  t o r y  
n Agriculture Inven*ion 0 Science 

Architecture Londscaps Sculpture 

Art Architecture Soc,ol/Humon- 

Commerce Literature iforion 

Communicolionl Military i h o 0 t e r  
Conservation Music Tranrporfotion 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  

S l a s h  Church, Hanover County, o r ,  a s  i t  was c a l l e d  i n  
I 

c o l o n i a l  t imes ,  Upper Church, S t .  P a u l ' s  P a r i s h  su rv ives  as one of  a  h a l f -  
dozen frame c o l o n i a l  churches i n  V i r g i n i a .  Seated a l o n g  t h e  wood on t h e  
o ld  Hanover-Ashland road ,  t h e  vene rab le  b u i l d i n g  h a s  a  h i s t o r y  deeply  
in t e r tw ined  w i t h  t h a t  of t h e  a r e a .  P a t r i c k  Henry, Dolley Madison and 
Henry Clay, a l l  one-time r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  a r e a ,  a r e  be l i eved  t o  have 
a t t e n d e d  t h i s  church. P a t r i c k  Henry's unc le  of  t h e  same name was a  we l l -  
known r e c t o r  of  t h e  church f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  century .  

I 

The f i r s t  Upper Church, known as Mechumps Chapel of 
S t .  P e t e r ' s  P a r i s h ,  was loca t ed  about  1% mi le s  n o r t h  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  bu i ld -  
i n g  t h a t  became t h e  Upper Church of  S t .  P a u l ' s  when t h a t  p a r i s h  was 
formed from p a r t  o f  S t .  P e t e r ' s  P a r i s h  i n  1704. The e x i s t i n g  church was 
cons t ruc t ed  i n  1729 by Thomas Pinchbeck and Edward Chambers t o  s e r v e  t h e  I 
p a r i s h .  I 

A f t e r  t h e  Dises tab l i shment ,  Upper Church f e l l  i n t o  
d i s u s e  and t h e  Episcopal ians  i n  t h e  a r e a  chose S t .  P a u l ' s  i n  Hanover Court  
House a s  t h e i r  house of worship.  Upper Church was l a t e r  j o i n t l y  taken  
over  by t h e  Methodists  and t h e  D i s c i p l e s  of C h r i s t ,  b u t  i t  has  been owned 
s o l e l y  by t h e  l a t t e r  s i n c e  1842, and from t h a t  time t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  i t  has 
been known a s  S l a s h  C h r i s t i a n  Church. This p r e s e n t  name stems from a  
nearby swampy a r e a ,  c a l l e d  t h e  s l a s h e s .  The church i s  s a i d  t o  have been 
used a s  a schoo l  and t o  have served  as a h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  War Between t h e  
S t a t e s .  



19.  MAJOR BlDLlOGRAPHlCAL REFERENCES 

- -  
1 Rawli l~gs ,  J ~ L I I I ~ S  S c o t t ,  V i r f i i n i a ' s  Colonia l  Churches. Richmond: G a r r e t t  

and biassic, 1963, pp. 103-105. 

1 Rosc, iiarold W i c k l i f f e ,  The Colonia l  Houses of  Worship i n  America. New 
1 York: b s t i n g s  IIouse, 1963, p. 486. 1 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL ~ DATA .- 
L A T I T U D E  & N D  L O N G I T U D E  COORDbNATCS 

R O F  L E S S  T H A N  T E N  ACRES 

C O R N C R  L l i T i T U D E  L O N C l T U D E  L A T I T U D E  L O N C l T U D C  

lDagieer Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minuter Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

3 7 " 4 3  ' 1 4 "  77 0 25. 00 - 
3 7 " 4 3  1 4 -  7 7 "  248 4 6 "  
37 " 43 02 " 77 24' 46 ' 

A P P R O X I M A T E  A C H E A G E  O F  N O M I N A T E D  P R O P E R T Y :  10 a c r e s  - 
',LIST A L L  S T A T E 5  A N D  C O U N T I E S  FOR P R O P E R T I E S  O V E R L A P P I N G  S T A T E  OR COUNTY BOUNO*R 'ES  

S T A T E :  

S T A T E  

S T A T E  

S T h T E  

1 1 1 .  FCIRM PREPARED BY C 
/ N A M E  & N O  T N T L E  I A 

CODE 

C O D E  

CODE 

, . 
4 - 
0 

Landmarks C Q ~ ~ A F A Q W  

1 Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  O f f i c e  Bui ld ing  I z 

. . 

As the d e s ~ g n a t c d  Stele Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act o i  1966 (Public I.aw 

89465). 1 hcreby nomin.itc~this property for inclusion 

I / /  Date I 

C O U N T Y  

C O U N T Y  

COUNTY 

D A T E  

J u l y ,  1972 

L A  

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. ' in tiic x.,tion;,l Rcr:ister and ccrtiiy tha t  it h a s  been 

1 cv . l lo ; i t c~d  accordlni: to tI>c critcrio and procedures s e t  
forth by the N a t ~ o n a l  Park Service. The recommended 

level  o i  significance o i  this nomination is: 

1 Name 
ATTEST: 

J. R. Fishburne,  D i rec to r  

Lna d - r k s a w  

C O D E  l C I T Y  O R  T O W N  

Chief,  Office of Archeology and Hisloric Preservolion 

 it^^ Va. H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commissio 
Keeper of The National Redis ler  

I 

C O D E  - 
CODE 

C O D E  - 

S T A T E  

National State a Loca l  

- 
Z 

Ln 

4 

- -.-- 

/ Richmond, 
112. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

I 

w 

Virg in ia  51 
1 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

Untc Late  i 
G P O  0 0 1  . o n 7  

. . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ . . .  . ~. . ..~ . 
<.* 




