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l ( C l i r r k  0"s) 
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Slash  Church, a  whi te  clapboarded frame s t r u c t u r e ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  a t  
the  edge of t h e  wood on a  h i l l  above Route 656 n o r t h  o f  t h e  c ross roads  of  
t h a t  rou te  and Route 657. The r ec t angu la r  bu i ld ing  measures 60'6" X 26'6", 
and has a  s t e e p  gable  r o o f ,  modi l l ion  c o r n i c e ,  and double doors  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  
wcst and south  w a l l s .  There a r e  fou r  windows i n  both t h e  n o r t h  and south  
w a l l s ,  t h r e e  i n  t h e  e a s t  end, and two above t h e  door in  t h e  wes t  end; a l l  
have louvered s h u t t e r s .  Some of t h e  clapboarding,  a s  w e l l  a s  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  
c o r n i c e ,  the  double west  doors  and t r i m ,  and t h e  s i l l s  of  t h e  e a s t  windows 
a r e  be l ieved  t o  d a t e  from the c o l o n i a l  period.  The des ign  o f  the  modern 
frame a d d i t i o n  t h a t  is connected t o  t h e  church by a  passageway t o  t h e  n o r t h  
i s  der ived  from the  main e d i f i c e .  

KI A I ~ C C C ~  r:] U ~ O I ~ C , C ~  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  has  a  r a i s e d  chancel  i n  i t s  e a s t  end. 
The west g a l l e r y  w i t h  i t s  s l i g h t  bow f r o n t  i s  thought t o  r e t a i n  i ts  o r i g i n a l  
h a n d r a i l  and f l o o r i n g .  The enclosed s t a i r  t o  t h i s  g a l l e r y  r i s e s  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  of  t h e  w e s t b r  and i s  o l d ,  bu t  i s  probably n o t  c o l o n i a l .  The wains- 
c o t i n g  and t h e  main f l o o r  boards which were des t royed by f i r e  and wa te r  
damage i n  1970 a r e  thought t o  have been c o l o n i a l .  The p r e s e n t  p l a s t e r e d  
and wainscoted w a l l s  weredesigned t o  resemble those  des t royed.  Fortunate13 
most of  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  o r i g i n a l  framing su rv ives  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  
roof frame w i t h  i ts  unusual  t r i a n g u l a r  v e r t i c a l  suppor t s ,  p u r l i n s ,  and beams, 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  

S l a s h  Church, Hanover County, o r ,  a s  i t  was c a l l e d  i n  
I 

c o l o n i a l  t imes ,  Upper Church, S t .  P a u l ' s  P a r i s h  su rv ives  as one of  a  h a l f -  
dozen frame c o l o n i a l  churches i n  V i r g i n i a .  Seated a l o n g  t h e  wood on t h e  
o ld  Hanover-Ashland road ,  t h e  vene rab le  b u i l d i n g  h a s  a  h i s t o r y  deeply  
in t e r tw ined  w i t h  t h a t  of t h e  a r e a .  P a t r i c k  Henry, Dolley Madison and 
Henry Clay, a l l  one-time r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  a r e a ,  a r e  be l i eved  t o  have 
a t t e n d e d  t h i s  church. P a t r i c k  Henry's unc le  of  t h e  same name was a  we l l -  
known r e c t o r  of  t h e  church f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  century .  

I 

The f i r s t  Upper Church, known as Mechumps Chapel of 
S t .  P e t e r ' s  P a r i s h ,  was loca t ed  about  1% mi le s  n o r t h  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  bu i ld -  
i n g  t h a t  became t h e  Upper Church of  S t .  P a u l ' s  when t h a t  p a r i s h  was 
formed from p a r t  o f  S t .  P e t e r ' s  P a r i s h  i n  1704. The e x i s t i n g  church was 
cons t ruc t ed  i n  1729 by Thomas Pinchbeck and Edward Chambers t o  s e r v e  t h e  I 
p a r i s h .  I 

A f t e r  t h e  Dises tab l i shment ,  Upper Church f e l l  i n t o  
d i s u s e  and t h e  Episcopal ians  i n  t h e  a r e a  chose S t .  P a u l ' s  i n  Hanover Court  
House a s  t h e i r  house of worship.  Upper Church was l a t e r  j o i n t l y  taken  
over  by t h e  Methodists  and t h e  D i s c i p l e s  of C h r i s t ,  b u t  i t  has  been owned 
s o l e l y  by t h e  l a t t e r  s i n c e  1842, and from t h a t  time t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  i t  has 
been known a s  S l a s h  C h r i s t i a n  Church. This p r e s e n t  name stems from a  
nearby swampy a r e a ,  c a l l e d  t h e  s l a s h e s .  The church i s  s a i d  t o  have been 
used a s  a schoo l  and t o  have served  as a h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  War Between t h e  
S t a t e s .  
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