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Totomoi is situated in an isolated rural area of Hanover County and is
approached through dense woods along a long dirt road. The house sits in a copse
of ancient trees on the edge of an open expaunse of cultivated fields with its

farm buildings clustered near it, It is a two~story, three~bay building, probably built

1800,with an original gable-end lean-to, which was extended in the second guarter
of the nineteenth century to connect with a small one=room, single-story ell set
at right angles to the main block., The exterior of the rambling structure is clad
with beaded weatherboards. The first floor of the main block has nine~-over-nine
sash with six-over-nine and four-over-four sash used in the second story, and large
twelve-over-twelve sash in the ell, All of the windows have early Jouwered blinds.
The main block is decorated with a modillion cornice, while the lean-to and ells
have box cornices, and the whole house is covered with standing~seam sheet metal,
A massive Flemish-bond brick exterior end chimney with double stacks and a second-
floor pent stands against the lean-to (east) end of the main block, and smaller
plastered brick exterior chimneys serve the lean-to and the ell. Three porches
shelter doors into the cross hall of the main block. ‘Those on the north and

south are one-story, gable~roofed, shingled structures, with plaster cove ceilings
and scrolled soffits in their tympani and are supported on slender chamfered posts,
The principal portico is that on the west gable end. It is two stories high with

Ca.

a shallow, shingled gable roof, a modillion cornice, and four square stylized Doric

plers on each level, ‘

The main block is square in plan., It is, in effect, a double-pile, side-
hall-plan house rotated ninety degrees so that the broad hall stretchss across the
front (west) with two rooms behind., The lean-to is divided into a series of small
service rooms, and there is a single room in the later ell.

, The hall is decorated with flush wainscoting,capped by an elaborate chair
rail and with a punch~and-dentil cornice, The open-string dogleg stairs rise in
the southeast corner of the hall. They have a molded banister, square newel, and
two turned balusters to a tread. A high dado consisting of horizontal beaded
boards of varying widths is carried up the lower rum. Each of the three sets of
exterior doors is hung on HL hinges and retains much of its early brass and its
oxiginal beaded bar. The larger, or north, parlor is the more elaborately decorated
of the two. ULike the hall, it has flush wainscoting with a chair rail and a punch-
and~dentil cornice. The handsome mantel counsists of fluted Roman Doric pilasters
supporting entablature blocks and a molded shelf with a wall-of-Troy fret cornice.
The shelf is broken out over the entablature blocks and central tablet, and the
entire frieze is vertically reeded., An early iron and brass fire frame remains
in place.
The south parlor is also decorated with flush wainscoting and has a2 molded
cornice which lacks punch-and-dentil work, The segmental-arched fireplace here
is framed by a white plaster surround and an 'eared" architrave with a heavily
molded, unsupported mantel shelf with punch-and-dentil work and reeding above.
There is a closet in the northwest corner of the room with its own punch-and-dentil
cornice and pulvinated frieze. The later ell is decorated with woodwork in the
Greek Revival style, The doors and windows are framed with symmetrically molded
trim and corner paterae, rather than the architrave frames which are used in_the
original section. A pedestal~type chair rail is carried around the room, anc the
fireplace is framed by a mantel withgymmetrically molded pilasters supporting an
entablature with plain blocks and tablet and by an ummolded mantel shelf which may
be a replacement, Several early frame outbuildings and farm buildings survive near

he housg ingludinﬁ a,5mo ehouse, a late-nineteenth-century laborers' ecottage,a kitchen
inua et 5% :
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