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I 1  CONDITION CHECK ONE - CHECK ONE 

YUNALTEREO X-ORIGINALSITE 
J L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 1 

Totomoi is s i t u a t e d  i n  an i s o l a t e d  r u r a l  a r ea  of  Hanover County and is 
approached through dense woods along a long d i r t  road. The house s i t s  i n  a copse 

i 
of anc ient  t r e e s  on the  edge of  an open expanse of  c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  with its 
farm bui ld ings  c l u s t e r e d  near  it.  It is a two-story, three-bay bui ld ing ,  probably b u i l t  

i 1800,with an o r i g i n a l  gable-end lean-to,  which was extended i n  t h e  second q u a r t e r  ca, 

I of t h e  n ine teenth  century  t o  connect with a small one-room, s ingle-s tory  e l l  s e t  
a t  r i g h t  angles t o  the  main block. The e x t e r i o r  of  t h e  rambling s t r u c t u r e  is c l a d  

I 

I with  beaded weatherboards. The f i r s t  f l o o r  of the  main block has nine-over-nine 
s a s h  with six-over-nine and four-over-four sash used i n  t h e  second s t o r q  and l a r g e  I 
twelve-over-twelve sa sh  i n  t h e  e l l .  A l l  of t h e  windows have earlylouvered b l inds .  
The main block i s  decorated wi th  a ,mod i l l i on  corn ice ,  w h i l e t h e  l ean - to  and e l l s  i 

. . 
have box corn ices ,  and the.who'1e house i s  covered wi th  standing-seam shee t  metal.  . 

I i A massive Flemish-bond b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  end chimney wi th  double s t a c k s  and a second- 
f l o o r  pent s tands  a g a i n s t  t h e  lean-tb ( e a s t )  end of the  main block,  and sma l l e r  I ! 
p l a s t e r e d  b r i ck  e x t e r i o r  chimneys serve  t h e  l ean - to ' and  t h e . e l 1 .  Three porches ! I  ! 
s h e l t e r  doors i n t o  t h e  c r o s s  h a l l  of the  main block. Those on t h e  no r th  and t 

i sou th  a r e  one-story,  gable-roofed,  sh ingled  s t r u c t u r e s , w i t h  p , l a s t e r  cove c e i l i n g s  

i and s c r o l l e d  s o f f i t s  i n  t h e i r  tympani and a re  supported on s l ende r  chamfered pos ts .  
The p r i n c i p a l  po r t i co  is t h a t  on t h e  west gable end. It is two s t o r i e s  high wi th  

f a shallow, shingled gable  roo f ,  a modil l ion corn ice ,  and fou r  square s t y l i z e d  Doric 
p i e r s  on each l e v e l .  I 

The main block i s  square  i n  plan. It i s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  a double-pi le ,  ' s ide-  
h a l l - p l a n  house r o t a t e d  n ine ry  degrees s o  t h a t  the  broad h a l l  s t re tches  across  t h e  
f r o n t  (west) with two rooms behind. The lean-to i s  d iv ided  i n t o  a s e r i e s  of  small  
s e r v i c e  rooms, and t h e r e  i s  a s i n g l e  room i n  the l a t e r  e l l .  

The h a l l  is  decorated wi th  f l u s h  wainscoting,capped by an e l a b o r a t e  c h a i r  
r a i l  and with a punch-and-dentil cornice.  The open-s t r ing  dogleg s t a i r s  r i s e  i n  

:' ~ 
i 

t h e  southeas t  corner  of  t h e  h a l l .  They have a molded b a n i s t e r ,  square  newel, and 
two turned b a l u s t e r s  t o  a t r ead .  A high dado c o n s i s t i n g  of  h o r i z o n t a l  beaded 
boards o f  varying widths i s  c a r r i e d  up t h e  lower run. Each o f  t h e  t h r e e  s e t s  of 
e x t e r i o r  doors i s  hung on HL hinges and r e t a i n s  much of  i t s  e a r l y  b ras s  and i t s  
o r i g i n a l  beaded bar. The l a r g e r , o r  no r th ,pa r lo r  i s  t h e  more e l a b o r a t e l y  decorated 
of  the  two. Like t h e  h a l l ,  i t  has f l u s h  wainscoting wi th  a c h a i r  r a i l  and a punch- i 

1 
and-dent i l  corn ice .  The handsome mantel c o n s i s t s  of  f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  
support ing en tab la tu re  blocks and a molded she l f  wi th  a wall-of-Troy f r e t  corn ice .  

I 

The she l f  i s  broken out  over  t h e  en tab la tu re  blocks and c e n t r a l  t a b l e t ,  and t h e  
e n t i r e  f r i e z e  i s  v e r t i c a l l y  reeded. An e a r l y  i r o n  and b ras s  f i r e  frame remains 

i 
i n  place.  

The south p a r l o r  i s  a l s o  decorated with f l u s h  wainscot ing and has a molded 
I 

co rn ice  which l acks  punch-and-dentil work. The segmental-arched f i r e p l a c e  here  
i s  framed by a white  p l a s t e r  surround and an "eared" a r c h i t r a v g  wi th  a heavi ly  
molded, unsupported mantel s h e l f  with punch-and-dentil work and reeding above. 
There i s  a c l o s e t  i n  t h e  northwest corner  of the  room wi th  i t s  own ~unch-and-den t i l  
co rn ice  and pulvinated f r i e z e .  The l a t e r  e l l  i s  decorated wi th  woodwork i n  the  
Greek Revival s t y l e .  The doors and windows a r e  framed wi th  symmetrical ly molded 
t r i m  and corner  p a t e r a e ,  r a t h e r  than t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  frames which a r e  used i n  the  
o r i g i n a l  s ec t ion .  A pedes ta l - type  c h a i r  r a i l  is c a r r i e d  around t h e  room, an t  t h e  
f i r e p l a c e  i s  framed by a mantel w i thsymmet r i ca l ly  molded p i l a s t e r s  support ing an I 

e n t a b l a t u r e  with p l a i n  blocks and t a b l e t  and by an unmolded mantel s h e l f  which may 
be a replacement. Severa l  e a r l y  frame outbui ld ings  and farm buildings, surv ive  near  

he hous i n  l u d i n  
[see conf inuaf lon  s ~ e ~ t ~ ~ ' ? ?  

ehouse, a l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h - c q t u r y  l abore r s  co t t age , a  k i t chen  

I -- 
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_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Totomoi surv ives  a s  a  remarkably undisturbed eighteenth-century p l a n t a t i o n  
wi th  a  frame dwelling ,house of  cons ide rab le  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  inteG6st .  . Over f i v e  
hundred a c r e s  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  land  g r a n t  of  1689 t o  Thomas Tinsley I remain i n  

. . 
t h e  ownership of  h i s  d i r e c t d e s c e n d a n t .  This unbroken family t e n u r e  o f  n e a r l y  

I 

t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  i s  among t h e  o l d e s t  i n  Virg in ia .  The present  hous'e i s  t h e  t h i r d  
r e s idence  t o  se rve  t h e  property and i's a,well:preserved example of r u r a l  Southern I ~ a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  Federal period. P i c t u r e s q u e l y  s i t e d  wi th in  an in fonna l  park 

I 

! from Totopotomoy, husband of  t h e  Queen o f  the Pamunkey Indians ,  who h.sd been s l a i n  
i n  a  b a t t l e  nearby i n  1656 while  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  i n  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  Ricahecreans: 

i 
i 1 ;  Totopotomoy Creek flows adjacent  t o  t h e  p l an ta t ion .  T ins l ey ' s  use  of  t h e  name may 

stem from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was ins t rumenta l  with o t h e r s  i n  n e g o t i a t i n g  a  t r e a t y  with ii 
I/ 

! t h e  h o s t i l e  t r i b e s .  Thomas Tinsley d ied  i n  1702 leaving  t h e  proper ty  t o  h i s  son i 
< ,  Thomas. It then passed down through Thomas Tinsley 111, Thomas Tins ley  I V ,  and I 

Thomss Tinsley V. 
1 

i 
, Thomas Tinsley V, born i n  1755, was married t o  Susanna Thompson. He served  i n  

t h e  House of Burgesses and was ins t rumenta l  i n  obta in ing  a  c l e r k s h i p  f o r  t h e  young 
! Henry Clay i n  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  law o f f i c e .  It was he who b u i l t  t h e  p resen t  house a t  
! Totomoi around 1795 t o  rep lace  t h e  second dwelling destroyed by f i r e .  The house i s  , #  1 ,  
6 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by i t s  plan, a  v a r i a t i o n  of the s i d e - h a l l  p lan  wi th  t h e  h a l l  en tered  
by t h r e e  e x t e r i o r  doors ,  one on the  end and one on each s i d e .  This d i s t i n c t i v e  plan 

I was employed f o r  Federal-period houses i n  the  South, both urban and r u r a l ;  perhaps 

t h e  m o s t n o t e d  example i s  'the Moses Myers House i n  Norfolk, V i rg in i a .  Other a rch i -  
t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  adding t o  Totomoi's i n t e r e s t  a r e  t h e  r a r e  e a r l y  porches ,wi th  I 
s c r o l l e d  eaves, and t h e  two-level p o r t i c o  with i t s  unusuallouvered r a i l i n g .  The 
house preserves  nea r ly  a l l  of i t s  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  from sash  t o  s i d i n g .  

Thomas Tinsley V died i n  1822. Totomoi then passed t o  Thomas Garland Tinsley 
(1788-1859) who added a  wing t o  t h e  house i n  1820. During t h e  War between t h e  
S t a t e s ,  t h e  t lace was owned by Thomas Garland Tinsley,  Jr. (1825-1873). The area  

i 
around t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  saw cons iderable  a c t i o n  during t h e  war. On June 13, 1862, 
General J.E.B. S t u a r t  pass.& through t h e  v i c i n i t y  with 1200 cava l ry  wh i l e  on h i s  
memorable r i d e  around t h e  Federa l  army. I n  1864 General Grant ,  a t tempt ing  t o  take 
Richmond from t h e  no r th ,  met s tubborn  r e s i s t a n c e  a t  Totopotomoy creek  and moved h i s  
army sou theas t  t o  Cold Harbor. 

Totomoi has survived t o  t h e  p resen t ,  l i t t l e  changed from i t s  antebellum appear- 
ance. Where many surroun$$pg.farms have been engulfed by t h e  suburban growth of  
Richmond, Totomoi's scenic".8p'$n count ry  y e t  evokes a  n o s t a l g i c  image of  a  r u r a l  
l i f e  s t y l e  disappearing from t h e  area .  The present  owner of  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  

! Thomas Rutherfoprd Moncure, son of  t h e  l a t e  Judge William A .  and Margaret Tins ley  
I ( see  con t inua t ion  shee t  1 )  
1 I 

con ta in ing  outbui ld ings ,  a  family cemetery, and very o l d  t r e e s ,  a l l  s:urroundgd by f i e l d s  
and woodlands, t h e  house presents  a  memorable p i c t u r e  of l i f e  i n  o l d  Virg in ia .  

Thomas Tinsley I was o r i g i n a l l y  from S h e f f i e l d ,  England. A t  t h e  time he s e t t l e d  
a t  Totomoi, t h e  land was i n  New Kent County. The name of  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  is der ived  

I 

I 
! 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERN 544 a c r e s  

UTM REFERENCES 

AM 121 91 21 2161 0j 14,117,216, 71 OJ 121 9, 21 2, l  01 14, 11 7, 01 6 8 1  Cj 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
The acreage comprising t h e  Totomoi property i s  bounded by a l i n e  beginning a t  a po in t  
along S t a t e  Route 643 .5 mi le  northwest of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t e  Routes 643 and - 
651, then fo l lowing S t a t e  Route 643 f o r  approximately 4200 f e e t ;  then ,  curv ing ,300 f e e t  
t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ;  thence extending 3300 f e e t  south  southwestward iri a s t r a i g h t  ' l i n e  t o '  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Totopotomoy Creek; thence fol lowing t h e  creek f o r  6500 f e e t ;  thence  
extending 600 f e e t  west northwestward; -thence extending approximately 2600 f e e t  i n  a 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e  n o r t h  northwestward, thence extending 1 8 0 0 f e e t  (See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  # 1 )  
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 
( 2 ) V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey  

1967, 1976 (X)S ta te  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  

7 .  DESCRIPTION 

and a  number o f  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u - y  b a r n s .  
A s m a l l  f a m i l y  c e m e t e r y  l i e s  i n  t h e  ya rd  a few f e e t  n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  house.  

8. SIGKIFICANCE 

Moncure, i s  t h e  t e n t h  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  p o s s e s s  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  The 
house  i s  c u r r e n t l y  l i v e d  i n  by ?Ir. Noncure ' s  d a u g h t e r .  

CCL 

10.  VERSXL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
eas t r i a rd  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  Line and i n t e r s e c t i n g  w i t h  i n t e r n i t t e n t  c r e e k ,  t h e n  
followine,  i n t e r m i t t e n t  c r e e k  approx imate ly  3000 f e e t ,  t h e n c e  e x t e n d i n g  1200  - . . 

f e e t  n o r t h  nor theas t r . iard  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  






