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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Clover Lea, a Greek Revival-style residence, is conspicuously situated on a spacious
estate south of the Pamunkey River on Route 629 in Hanover County. FErected in 1845-1846,
the brick dwelling is a two-story, side-hall-plan house containing fine Greek Revival-style .«
detailing on both its interior and exterior.

Set on a high basement, the front (south) elevation is laid in stretcher bond. The
three-bay facade is dominated by a two-story, Tuscan-inspired portico which consists of
six massive square wooden columns supported by brick piers. The two columns towards either
end are paired fqr‘visual strengthening of the portico. A wood lattice decorates the
portico on the first story. A finely worked entablature with a denticulated@ cornice runs
the entire length of the south elevation. The portico shelters a transom and sidelight
doorway which retains its original paneled door. Fenestration consists of the original
6/6 hung-sash windows framed by simple wooden architraves. Louvered wooden shutters flank
the windows on all elevations. A shallow hipped roof covers the structure.

The rear (north) elevation of three bays is laid . in common bond, as are the side
elevations. This elevation is dominated by a one-story porch with a gallery on the second
story. The gallery replaces an earlier smaller porch. Fenestration on the garden elevation
duplicates that found on the front and consists of 6/6 hung-sash with louvered shutters.

A centrally positioned rear entrance retains its original paneled door.

The east and west elevations are similar in appearance, both containing two bays.
Fenestration consists of 6/6 hung-sash windows on the first and second stories and 3/3 hung-

sash at the basement level.

The interior of Clover Lea contains exceptional Greek Revival detailing. Especially
noteworthy is that in the hall and southeast parlor. Dominatingthe hall is an open-well
stair which ascends to the second floor. The stair has paneled spandrels, stylized
carved-scroll brackets, rectangular balusters, and a finely turned newel post. A much less
elaborate stair leads to the basement. The doorways in the hall and parlor are impressive
and consist of Doric pilasters which support a Greek fret frieze, egg-and-dart ovolo, and
a ramped cornice. The parlor contains a simple Greek-style black marble mantel. In
comparison to the front rooms, the rear chambers contain simple wooden architraves. The
doors and windows on the second floor are less elaborate than those on the first, and the
principal second-floor chambers contain fluted symmetrical architrave trim with corner

blocks.

The grounds around Clover Lea retain much of their 19th-century plantings, and a
formal garden is found at the rear of the house. A small carriage barn iz the only surviv-

ing outbuilding.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

The nominated property consists of 18 acres. It is a small fraction of the original
estate of Bassett's 19th-century home. The boundaries are drawn to include the front yard
of the house and the rear gardens, along with suitable yard acreage on the east and west.
The nominated acreage preserves the trees and shrubs planted in the 19th century. The
property is bounded on the south by Route 629. It is bounded on the north by a line drawn
to include the rear gardens., It is bounded on the east and west by parallel lines that
define the present house site and give some semblance of its 12th-century character.
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