
1 CONDITION CHECK O N E  CHECK ONE 

LUNALTERED X-ORIGINALSITE 
ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Clover Lea, a Greek Revival-style residence, i s  conspicuously s i tua ted  on a spacious 
e s t a t e  south of t h e  Pamunkey River on Route 629 i n  Hanover County. Erected i n  1845-1846, 
the brick dwelling is  a two-story, side-hall-plan house containing f ine  Greek Revival-style 
de ta i l ing  on both its i n t e r i o r  and exterior.  

Se t  on a high basement, the f ron t  (south) elevation is l a i d  i n  s t r e t che r  bond. The 
three-bay facade is dominated by a two-story, Tuscan-inspired port ico which consis ts  of 
Six massive square wooden columns supported by brick piers.  The two columns towards e i ther  
end are  paired for 'v i sua l  strengthening of the portico.  A wood l a t t i c e  decorates the 
portico on t h e  f i r s t  s tory.  A f ine ly  worked entablature w i t h  a denticulated cornice runs 
the  e n t i r e  length of the  south elevation. The portico she l te rs  a transom 'and s ide l igh t  
doorway which r e t a ins  its or ig ina l  paneled door. Fenestration consis ts  of t h e  or ig ina l  
6/6 hung-sash windows framed by simple wooden architraves. Louvered wooden shu t t e r s  flank 
the windows on a l l  elevations. A shallow hipped roof covers t h e  s t ructure .  

The r ea r  (north) elevation of three bays i s  l a i d  i n  common bond, a s  a re  the  s ide  
elevations. This elevation is dominated by a one-story porch w i t h  a gallery on t h e  second 
story. The gal lery replaces an earlier smaller porch. Fenestration on the  garden e l eva t io~  
duplicates t h a t  found on the  f ront  and consis ts  of 6/6 hung-sash with louvered shut ters .  
A cent ra l ly  positioned rear  entrance r e t a ins  i t s  or ig ina l  paneled door. 

The e a s t  and west elevations a r e  similar i n  appearance, both containing two bays. 
Fenestration consis ts  of 6/6 hung-sash windows on the f i r s t  and second s to r i e s  and 3/3 hung. 
sash a t  the  basement level .  

/' 

The i n t e r i o r  of Clover Lea contains exceptional Greek Revival detai l ing.  Especially 
noteworthy is t h a t  i n  the  h a l l  and southeast par lor .  Dominatingthe h a l l i s  an open-well 
s t a i r  which ascends t o  the  second f loor .  The s t a i r  has paneled spandrels, s ty l i zed  
carved-scroll brackets, rectangular balusters ,  and a f inely turned newel post. A much l e s s  
elaborate s t a i r  leads t o  the basement. The doorways i n  the h a l l  and par lor  a r e  impressive 
and consis t  of Doric p i l a s t e r s  which support a Greek f r e t  f r i eze ,  egg-and-dart ovolo, and 
a ramped cornice. The par lor  contains a simple Greek-style black marble mantel. In  
comparison t o  the  f ront  rooms, the rear  chambers contain simple wooden architraves.  The 
doors and windows on the  second f loor  a re  l e s s  elaborate than those on the f i r s t ,  and the 
pr incipal  second-floor chambers contain f lu ted  symmetrical archi t rave t r i m  with corner 
blocks. 

The grounds around Clover Lea r e t a in  much of t h e i r  19th-century plantings,  and a 
formal garden is found a t  the rear  of the house. A small carriage barn is the only surviv- 
ing outbuilding. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The nominated property consists of 18 acres. It is a small f rac t ion  of the  or iginal  
e s t a t e  of Bassett 's  19th-century home. The boundaries a re  drawn t o  include the f ront  yard 
of the house and the rear  gardens, along w i t h  su i tab leyard  acreage on the e a s t  and west. 
The nominated acreage preserves t h e  t r ees  and shrubs planted i n  the 19th century. The 

property i s  bounded on the south by Route 629. It i s  bounded on the north by a l i n e  drawn 
t o  include the  rear  gardens. It i s  bounded on the eas t  and west by p a r a l l e l  l i n e s  t h a t  
define the  present house s i t e  and give some semblance of its 19th-century character.  
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