6. Function or Use

Histaric Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Transportation: Rail-related

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Vacant/Not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)
foundation _Brick

Late Victorian walls Brick
roof As phalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SUMMARY

A rare example of a Civil War-era railroad structure, the Beaverdam Depot
is a one-story brick building with decorative corbelling and pilasters.
The interior 1is divided into two waiting rooms (one for whites and one
for blacks), an office, a baggage room and a freight room, all of which
retain their original features. The depot, which occupies a prominent
location in this small Hanover County community, is a pivotal structure
in Beaverdam.

ARCHTTECTURAL ANALYSIS

Constructed c¢irca 1865, Beaverdam Depot occupies a narrow, slightly
sloped, restricted site, with the railroad tracks running along the
southwest and a siding track and street to the northeast. This site is in
close proximity to the intersection of VA Routes 739 and 715, which
constitutes the center of Beaverdam.

Though simple and functional in design, the building is enhanced with
decorative brickwork. The one-story structure is long and narrow, with an
asphalt shingle~covered gable roof which is supported by wood trusses.
The brick, which is laid in American bond, has three corbelled courses at
the cornice and more elaborate corbelling in a pendant pattern at the
gable ends. The two side elevations have recessed panels between
pilasters and there are corner pilasters at each of the four corners. The
lot drops several feet to the southeast, thus resulting in a raised
foundation at this end of the building. Random vent openings are found in
the foundation on the northeast and southeast elevations. Two brick flue
stacks with decorative banding project from the southeast end of the
building and denote the locations of the office and waiting room stoves.

The northwest facade, which faces the community of Beaverdam, has a
hipped~roof porch roof supported by chamfered posts with chamfered
brackets. The roof has exposed rafters with decorative sawn ends. The
fenestration is slightly asymmetrical, with the entrance to the former
white waiting room being slightly off-center to the left. This entrance
has an arched door opening delineated by a projecting course of headers.
The wood door has four raised panels. The windows to either side of the
entrance are four-over-four double-~hung.

?
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I nationally [ statewide (X iocally

Applicable National Register Criteria  [X]A [J8 [Xc [Ip

Criteria Considerations (Exceptionsy [ JA [18 [Jc¢ [o [Je [JF [le

Areas of Signiticance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Transportation 1866-1938 1866:ca. 1900
Architecture

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Persen Architect/Builder
? Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

STATEMENT OF STIGNIFICANCE

Beaverdam Depot, in Hanover County, is a significant example of
postbellum railroad architecture in Virginia. Constructed on the site of
earlier depots that were destroyed during the Civil War, the building
with its sophisticated brickwork symbolizes the increasing importance and
power of the railroad in postwar Virginia. The depot also serves as a
concrete example of the growing trend toward racial segregation that
began in the South during the Jlast quarter of the 19th century and
attained legal status shortly after 1900, when separate waiting rooms for
black and white passengers were added within the structure.

JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERTA

Beaverdam Depot, in Hanover County, is eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places under <Criteria A and C. It is
ellglble under Criterion A because it is associated with two significant
trends in the postbellum South: the increasing power of the railroad
industry and the movement towards racial segregation both in custom and
in law. Under Criterion ¢ the depot 1is eligible because it is an
exceptionally well-preserved example of postbellum rural depot design; it
possesses architectural integrity and has been little altered since its
construction.

HISTORTCAYT, BACKGROUND

The antebellum period in Virginia was one of rapid progress in the growth
of internal 1mprovements, including canals, turnpikes, and railroads. 1In
1816 the Board of Public Works was established to manage the state’s Fund
for Internal Improvement; the board used the fund to purchase shares of
stock. in the many internal improvement companies that spread across the
state.

(Xl see continuation shest
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Previous documentation on file (NPS).

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
[ previously listed in the National Register [ other State agency
[:l previously determined eligible by the National Register [:I Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark []Local government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings T Juniversity
Survey # L_lother
[ Jrecorded by Histaric American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # VA Division of Histeric landmarks

221 Governor S5St., Richmond, VA 23219

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property _ l.ess_than one acre

UTM Reterences

A1|§12667J7|Q 42023840 3R I I A T AT I O
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cb | S T B T B [» 3 I S T IO R I A ' L

E]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a point on the N side of C & O Railroad tracks, approximately 50' E of
intersection of VA Routes 715 and 739; thence extending approximately 200' SE;
thence approximately 50' NE; thence approximately 200" NW; thence approximately 50’
SW to point of origin.

[C]see continuation shest

Boundary Justification

The bounds have been drawn to include the depot and land upon which it stands.

D See continuation sheet
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11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle John S. Salmon, Historian; Julie L. Vosmik, Architectural Historian
organization _YA Division of Historjc Landmarks date _March 1988

street & number __ 221 Governor Street telophone _(804)786-3143

city or town Richmond state VA zip code 23219































