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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANVCE
I. General Statement:

A. Architectural character: Sycamore Tavern is an example of a
vernacular typical one-and-a-half-story, hall-and-parlor Piedmont Virginia
house. :

B. Condition of the fabric: Structurally sound, but in need of a
few minor repairs.

1T. Description of the Exterior:
. A. Overall dimensions: This one-and-a-half-story structure is three
bays long and two bays deep with a single bay shed extension on the rear.
A small gable roof shed shelters the cellar entrance on the east side.

B. Foundations: Brick, heavily repointed.

C. Wall conmstruction: White weatherboard, not original.

D. Porches: A shed porch framed into the roof, is supported on four
square posts and extends the length of the facade. It has rectangular
balusters and molded rail.

E. Chimneys: Two exterior chimneys are on the east end; the larger,
original chimney is laid in Flemish bond, has sloping tiled shoulders and a
very narrow stack set away from the gable. The smaller, later chimney at
the shed addition is laid in American bond, and has two sets of stepped
shoulders, The chimney on the west end appears to be early nineteenth centuyy
and is laid in American bond, has two sets of stepped shoulders, and a stack
set away from the gable.

F. Openings:

1. Doorways and doors: The six-panel entrance door is surrounded
by architrave trim,

2. Windows: The rectangular basement windows are surrounded by
solid, plain pegged frames with diagonally set square bars. The first floor
windows have six-over-nine sash, square sills and architrave trim. In the
shed addition the windows have six-over-six sash, The smaller upper windows
have four-over-four sash in the dormers and two-over-four sash elsewhere.

G. Roof: The gable roof is covered with wooden shingles and is
broken by two pedimented dormers on the north side.
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ITTI. Deseription of the Interior:

A. Floor plan: Typical hall-and-parlor plan.

B. Stairway: The stair ascends in the imterior cormer of the west
room. Tt is enclosed by wide boards with a slight bead at one edge, and
. employs a series of winders near the bottom.

C. Flooring: Random-width pine.

D. Wall and ceiling finish: Painted plaster.

E. Doorways and doors: The six~-panel doors are surrounded by architrave
trim. The door opening to the stairway is composed of three vertical boards
and the doorway has very plain trim. H-and-L hinges remain on most of the
doors.

F. Trim: The floor joists of the second floor are left exposed, and
are beaded on both edges. A beaded chairboard surrounds both rooms.

G. Heating: The building is presently heated by electricity. The
fireplace in the east room has a segmental rowlock arch. The mantel consistsy
of a shelf set on a marrow series of moldings, and a surround of architrave
trim. The mantel in the west room appears to be of a later date and feature
| molded pilasters, reeding in the frieze, and a shelf with molding.
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IV. Site:

A. General setting: Sycamore Tavern is set just south of Route 33 in
Montpelier, and faces north. TImmediately northeast of the building is the
old well, which formerly possessed a well sweep, but is now covered by an
iron hand pump, and is sheltered by a pyramidal roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCGE

Sycamore Tavern at Montpelier has long been a familiar landmark on
Route 33, the old Mountain Road., Built in the late eighteenth century, the
building was first used as an ordinary or tavern. Because of the paucity
of Hanover records, the exact date of construction is not kmown, but its
use as an ordinary is recorded by 1804, The tavern was the fourth stage-
coach stop on the road from Charlottesville to Richmond and it was there
that the horses were changed on the first stage of the journey. The
building continued to serve as a tavern during the nineteenth century and
around 1850 it was acquired by Reverend Silas Shelburn, who combined his
pastoral duties with those of innkeeper. The place was known as Shelburn's
Tavern during the latter half of the nineteenth century. After Shelburn's
tenancy, the tavern was owned by the Wickham family amd later the Braugh
family.

During the first quarter of the twentieth century, Thomas Nelson
Page, the noted Virginia author, founded a library in the structure in
memory of his wife, Florence Lathrop Page. Although owned by the Hanover
County School Board, the old tavern and its library have been maintained
by the trust fund established by Page. The Florence L. Page Memorial
Library remains the only public library serving a large portion of the
county, Appropriately, the lives of the citizens of Hanover County continue
to be touched by the endeavors of Thomas Nelson Page, for his most successfu
works were based on his life in the county.

Architecturally Sycamore Tavern is typical of vernacular structures
of Tidewater and Piedmont Virginia dating from the early Federal period. L
The one-and-a-half story elevation and hall-and-parlor plan are characteristic
features of the modest but picturesque frame building. The Hanover School !
Board, the Board of Supervisors, the Page family, and local citizens
continue to work together to ensure the preservation of the tavern as a
local landmark and community service.
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