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General Statement: 

I A. Architectural  character:  Sycamore Tavern i s  an example of a 
vernacular typ ica l  one-and-a-half-story, hall-and-parlor Piedmont Virginia 
house. 

B. Condition of the  fabric:  S t ruc tura l ly  sound, but i n  need of a 
few minor repa i r s .  

111. Description of the  In te r io r :  
A. Floor plan: Typical hall-and-parlor plan. 
B. Stairway: The s t a i r  ascends i n  the  i n t e r i o r  comer  of the  west 

room. It i s  enclosed by wide boards with a s l i g h t  bead a t  one edge, and 
employs a s e r i e s  of winders near the  bottom. 

C.  Flooring: Random-width pine. 
D. Wall and c e i l i n g  f in i sh :  Painted p las te r .  
E. Doorways and doors: The six-panel doors are surrounded by archit  

trim. The door opening t o  the  stairway i s  composed of three v e r t i c a l  boards 
and the  doorway has very p la in  trim. H-and-I, hinges remain on most of the 

I .  Description of the  Exterior: 
A. Overall dimensions: This one-and-a-half-story s t ruc tu re  i s  th ree  

bays long and two bays deep with a s i ng l e  bay shed extension on the  r ea r .  
A small gable roof shed she l t e r s  the c e l l a r  entrance on the  e a s t  s ide .  

B. Foundations: Brick, heavily repointed. 
C. Wall construction: White weatherboard, not o r ig ina l .  
D. Porches: A shed porch framed in to  the  roof,  i s  supported on four 

square posts and extends the  length of the  facade. It has rectangular 
balusters  and molded r a i l .  

E. Chimneys: Two ex te r io r  chimneys are on the  eas t  end; the  l a rge r ,  
o r ig ina l  chimney i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, has sloping t i l e d  shoulders and a 
very narrow s tack s e t  away from the gable. The smaller, l a t e r  chimney a t  
the  shed addit ion is l a i d  i n  h e r i t a n  bond, and has two s e t s  of stepped 
shoulders. The chimney on the west end appears t o  be ea r ly  nineteenth century 
and i s  l a i d  i n  American bond, has two s e t s  of stepped shoulders, and a s tack 
s e t  away from the  gable. 

F. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors: The six-panel entrance door i s  surroundr.d 

by archi t rave trim. 
2. Windows: The rectangular basement windows a re  surrounded by 

s o l i d ,  p la in  pegged frames with diagonally s e t  square bars .  The f i r s t  f loor  
windows have six-over-nine sash, square s i l l s  and architrave trim. I n  the 
shed addit ion the  windows have six-over-six sash. The smaller upper windows 
have four-over-four sash i n  the  dormers and two-over-four sash elsewhere. 

G. Roof: The gable roof i s  covered with wooden shingles and is 
broken by two pedimented dormers on the  nor th  s ide .  

doors. 
F. Trim: The f l oo r  j o i s t s  of the  second f loor  a re  l e f t  exposed, and 

are beaded on both edges. A beaded chairboard surrounds both rooms. 
G. Heating: The building i s  presently heated by e l e c t r i c i t y .  The 

f i rep lace  i n  the  e a s t  room has a segmental roiilock arch. The mantel consis t  
of a shelf  s e t  on a narrow s e r i e s  of moldings, and a surround of archi t rave 
trim. The mantel i n  the  west room appears t o  be of a l a t e r  date  and feature  
molded pilasters reeding i n  the  f r i e z e ,  and a shelf  with molding. L. 1 ~. _ ? . i 
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I V .  S i t e :  
A. General s e t t i n g :  Sycamore Tavern i s  s e t  j u s t  sou th  of  Route 33 i n  

Montpel ier ,  and f aces  no r th .  M e d i a t e l y  no r theas t  of the  b u i l d i n g  is t h e  
o l d  w e l l ,  which formerly possessed a  well  sweep, b u t  i s  now covered by an 
i r o n  hand pump, and is s h e l t e r e d  by a  pyramidal roo f .  

--- 

- 



b r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of the  twent ie th  century,  Thomas Nelson 
Page, t h e  noted V i r g i n i a  author ,  founded a l i b r a r y  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i n  
memory o f  h i s  wife ,  Florence Lathrop Page. Although owned by t h e  Hanover 
County School Board, t h e  o l d  t ave rn  and i t s  l i b r a r y  have been maintained 
by t h e  t r u s t  fund e s t a b l i s h e d  by Page. The Florence L. Page Memorial 
L ib ra ry  remains t h e  only publ ic  l i b r a r y  serv ing  a l a r g e  por t ion  of t h e  
county. Appropr ia te ly ,  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Hanover County cont inue  
t o  be  touched by t h e  endeavors of Thomas Nelson Page, f o r  h i s  most success fu i  
works were based on h i s  l i f e  i n  t h e  county. I 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 5 N i F I C A N C E  

Sycamore Tavern a t  Montpelier has long been a f a m i l i a r  landmark on 
Route 33, t h e  o l d  I b u n t a i n  Road. B u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  e igh teen th  century ,  t h e  
bu i ld ing  was f i r s t  used a s  an ordinary  o r  tavern.  Because o f  t h e  pauci ty  
of Hanover r ecords ,  t h e  exact  d a t e  of cons t ruc t ion  is  no t  known, bu t  i t s  
use  as  an ordinary  i s  recorded by 1804. The t ave rn  was the  f o u r t h  s tage-  
coach s t o p  on t h e  road from C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  t o  R ichond  and it was t h e r e  
t h a t  t h e  horses  were changed on t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  t h e  journey. The 
bui ld ing  continued t o  se rve  as  a t ave rn  during t h e  n ine teen th  century  and 
around 1850 i t  was acquired by Reverend S i l a s  Shelburn, who combined h i s  
p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s  wi th  those  of innkeeper.  The p lace  was known a s  Shelburn 's  
Tavern dur ing  t h e  l a t t e r  ha l f  of the  n ine teenth  century.  Af te r  Shelburn's 
tenancy, t h e  t ave rn  was owned by t h e  Wickham family and l a t e r  t h e  Braugh 
family. 

I 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  Sycamore Tavern i s  t y p i c a l  of vernacular  s t r u c t u r e s  I 

of Tidewater and Piedmont Vi rg in ia  da t ing  from t h e  e a r l y  Federa l  period. 

f e a t u r e s  of the  modest bu t  p ic turesque  frame bui ld ing .  The Hanover School 
Board, the  Board o f  Supervisors ,  t h e  Page family,  and l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  

i The one-and-a-half s t o r y  e l e v a t i o n  and ha l l -and-par lor  plan a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s  i c  

cont inue  t o  work toge the r  t o  ensure t h e  p rese rva t ion  of t h e  tavern  as  a  
l o c a l  landmark and community se rv ice .  
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