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6 DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

3he s i t e  of the eighteenth-century town of Newcastle i s  
q-I on the edge of large cul t ivated f i e l d s  

The town was l a i d  out i n  a gr id  plan with three north-south s t r e e t s ,  ca l led  (from west 
to  e a s t )  Main, Second, and Water Streets .  Water S t r ee t  may e i the r  have been below the 
bluff beside the r ive r ,  as was a s t r e e t  of the same name a t  Yorktown, or,,on elevated 
ground a s  a t  Port goyal, Virginia. The north-south s t r e e t s  were crossed a t  r i ~ h t  angles 
by two s t r e e t s  cal led "Road to  r iver"  and one, a t  the northern end, "Road to  bridge". 
These l a t t e r  three s t r e e t s  probably descended t o  r ivers ide  warehouses v i a  gu l l i e s  now 
exis t ing  a t  the verge of the f i e ld .  A 1751 map shows fifty-two numbered half-acre l o t s  
and s i x  l o t s  used fo r  warehouses. 

Eighteenth-century records indicate  the existence of s to re s  and wealthy persons' houses 
i n  Newcastle. A 1745 ac t  was intended t o  a f f ec t  some of the town's l e s s  wealthy 
res idents ,  f o r  i t  forbade the building of wooden chimneys and ordered tha t  a l l  exis t ing 
wooden chimneys be taken down by the following year. The ac t  fur ther  made it unlawful 
f o r  owners to allow the i r  swine to run a t  large i n  the town and permitted the holding of 
two annual f a i r s  there. 

No ear ly  buildinge remain standing a t  Newcastle, but surface a r t i f a c t  indications and 
random te s t ing  indicate  extensive archaeological remains. There a re  no roads through a. 

the s i t e ,  and as it has been u t i l i zed  only fo r  agricul ture and woodland since the town's 
demise, below-ground remains are largely undisturbed. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Newcastle was the  scene of  one of Vi rg in ia ' s  expressions of r ebe l l i on  preceding t he  
American Revolution, and i t s  s i t e  now holds po t en t i a l  f o r  learning about such co lon ia l  
r ive r -por t  towns. 

Town l o t s  were l a i d  o f f  i n  March 1739 on a for ty-acre  s i t e  owned by W i l l i a m  Meriwether. 
The survey was done by John Henry, f a t he r  o f  Patr ick Henry. I n  May, 1740, t he  Assembly 
empowered county j u s t i c e s  t o  have a bridge b u i l t  from Newcastle. 
Develoment a s  a small  coamercial cen te r  occurred-use of the  town'?location - 
I n  August, 1746, Nicholas water ' s  Newcastle house was the  scene of an e labora te  celebra-  
t i o n  of t he  defea t  of Bonnie Prince Char l i e ' s  forces  a t  t he  Ba t t l e  of Culloden. The 
Virginia  Gazette repor ted t ha t  "a long Arbor was s e t  up, i n  which f i f t y  Gentlemen and 
l a d i e s  dined, and severa l  o the r  Tables were f u l l ,  i n  the  House . . . A l a rge  Quantity 
o f  Punch was given to the  Fopulace and a t  each hea l t h  t he r e  was a Volley of small  A n u s  
Discharged, and th ree  cheer fu l  Huzzas a t  each Volley. A l a rge  bonf i re  was made i n  t he  
evening, and t h e  windows of the  Loyal is ts  i n  Town were illuminated." 

- The town's major p o l i t i c a l  event occurred on May 2, 1775, when Pa t r ick  Henry ca l l ed  the  
Hanover vo lun teers .  t o  meet a t  Newcastle i n  order  t o  p ro t e s t  Governor Jhnmore's removal 
of the  colony's gunpowder. The armed group marched toward Williamsburg, but they met 
t h e  Governor's represen ta t ives  a t  Doncastle's Ordinary and there  peaceful ly  accepted 
payment f o r  t he  powder. 

Considerable m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  took place around Newcastle i n  1781. I n  an en t ry  i n  h i s  
journal  t he  following February, Baron Ludwig von Closen, aide-de-camp to  Rochambeau, 
wrote of Newcastle's loca t ion  "on a charming p l a in  . . . --# 
4 . We lunched a t  t h e  home 
of a very wealthy person, Colonel Syme." 

Both h i s t o r i c a l  records and surface a r t i f a c t u a l  evidence i nd i ca t e  t h a t  in tens ive  occupa- 
t i o n  d id  not  l a s t  f a r  i n t o  the  nineteenth century. S i l t i n g  and change i n  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  marketing systems l e d  t o  t h e  town's demise. The ea r l y  d a t e  of abandonment 
makes Newcastle e spec i a l l y  valuable f o r  archaeological  study. Like Hanover Town upriver ,  I 

Newcas t l e  provides the  opportunity t o  i nves t i ga t e  a pre-Revolutionary American po r t  town I 

undisturbed by l a t e r  development, 
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