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The site of the eighteenth-century town of Newcastle is winmeniEEEG_—G—_————————————
D on the edge of large cultivated fields «SERENEENNENENEGNNEEENGNNN
e

The town was laid out in a grid plan with three north-south streets, called (from west
to east) Main, Second, and Water Streets. Water Street may either have been below the
bluff beside the xiver, as was a street of the same name at Yorktown, or_on elevated
ground as at Port Boyal, Virginia. The north~south streets were crossed at right angles
by two streets called "Road to river' and one, at the northern end, "Road to bridge".
These latter three streets probably descended to riverside warehouses via gullies now
existing at the verge of the field. A 1751 map shows fifty-two numbered half-acre lots
and six lots used for warehouses.

Eighteenth-century records indicate the existence of stores and wealthy persons' houses
in Newcastle. A 1745 act was intended to affect some of the town's less wealthy
residents, for it forbade the building of wooden chimneys and ordered that all existing
wooden chimneys be taken down by the following yeaxr. The act further made it unlawful
for owners to allow their swine to run at large in the town and permitted the holding of
two annual fairs there.

No early buildings remain standing at Newcastle, but surface artifact indications and
random testing indicate extensive archaeological remains, There are no roads through
the site, and as it has been utilized only for agriculture and woodland since the town's
demise, below=-ground remains are largely undisturbed.
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Newcastle was the scene of one of Virginia's expressions of rebellion preceding the
American Revolution, and its site now holds potential for learning about such colonial

river-port townms.

Town lots were laid off in March 1739 on a forty-acre site owned by William Meriwether.

The survey was done by John Henry, father of Patrick Henry.

empowered county justices to have a bridge built
Development as a small commercial center occurred because of the town's location sl

In May, 1740, the Assembly

from Newcastle.

In August, 1746, Nicholas Water's Newcastle house was the scene of an elaborate celebra-

tion of the defeat of Bonnie Prince Charlie's forces at the Battle of Culloden.

The

Virginia Gazette reported that "a long Arbor was set up, in which fifty Gentlemen and
ladies dined, and several other Tables were full, in the House . . .
of Punch was given to the Populace and at each health there was a Volley of small Arms

Discharged, and three cheerful Huzzas at each Volley.

-evening, and the windows of the Loyalists in Town were illuminated."

A large Quantity

A large bonfire was made in the

The town's major political event occurred on May 2, 1775, when Patrick Henry called the
Hanover volunteers to meet at Newcastle in order to protest Governor Dummore's removal

of the colony's gunpowder.

The armed group marched toward Williamsburg, but they met

the Governor's representatives at Doncastle's Ordinary and there peacefully accepted

payment for the powder.

Congiderable military activity took place around Newcastle in 1781,
journal the following February, Baron Ludwig von Closen, alde~de-camp to Rochambeau,
wrote of Newcastle's location "on a charming plain . . .

of a very wealthy person, Colonel Syme."

In an entry in his

. We lunched at the home

Both historical records and surface artifactual evidence indicate that intensive occupa-

tion did not last far into the nineteenth century.
agricultural marketing systems led to the town's demise.
makes Newcastle especially valuable for archaeological study.

Silting

and change in

The early date of abandonment
Like Hanover Town upriver,

Newcastle provides the opportunity to investigate a pre-Revolutionary American port town
undisturbed by later development.

EC




EBMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Hening, W. W. The Statutes at large...of Virginia. Vol. 5, Richmond, 1809.

Henry, John, Plan of Newcastle Town. for William Meriwether, March 7, 1738«39,
Virginia State | Library.

Macdonald, Alastair. Personal communication regarding archaeological remains,
April 10, 1975,

EGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _8DPTroOX. 160
UTM REFERENCES

2 I N - D
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIFTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE . COOE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY Mrs. Virginia Shaw English, Research Historian,

Bicentennial Committee for Hanover County, 109 Arlington St.,

NAME / TITLE
As d, Virginia 23005 and
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff hland, Virginia 3 an
ORGANIZATION ] DATE
Viﬂinia Historic Landmarks Commission October 1975
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
221 Governor Street 804-770-3143
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Richmond Virginia

EEISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___. STATE_X LOCAL ___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
herebv nominate this property for inclusion in the Naﬁonal Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

& HISTORIC PRE 0 |cé~:9/0' /

TITLE Junius R. Fishburt{e, Jr., Executive Director / DATE DEC 16 1975

RN

GPO 892-453




Form No. 10-300a

(fev. 10-74)
e UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | o
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTER
CONTINUATION SHEET #1 ITEM NUMBER 9 pAGE 1

Meade, Robert Douthat., Patrick Henry, Vol. II, Philadelphia.

Swem, Earl G. Virginia Historical Index. Gloucester, Mass.: Peter Smith, 1965,
(original published Roanoke, 1934),

Virginia Gazette (Parks). October 7, 1737, December 9, 1737, August 21-28, 1746.

Virginia Gazette (Purdie). May 5 and 12, 1775.

Von Closen, Baron Ludwig. Revolutionary Journal,






