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I. Name 
hlnorlc Pa t r i ck  Henry's B i r thp lace  Archaeological S i t e  

andlor common Same 

2. Location 
atmet number 1-b not for pubiicatlon 

city. town' . - X vicinity ot congressional distrlct 7 3. Kenneth Robi nson 

st,e V i  r g f n i a  code 51 counh/ ' I- ano over code .. 85 

3. Classification 
Category Ownershlp Strtua Present UH 
- dlstrtct - publlc - occupied 2 agriculture - museum - building(8) -3- private X unoccupied - commercial - pa& - structure b o t h  - work in progress - educational 2 prlvate residence 
& site Public Acqulaitlon Accssaible - entertainment - religious 

. -&'ob(ect - In process X yes: restricted - government - scientlflc 
- belng considered - yes: unrestricted - industrlai - tr@nsportatlon 
H/A - no military - other: 

4. Owner of8 Prco~ert~ . 

name Mr. and Mrs. J . A .  Francioni, Jr.  

s t m t  & number Route 2, Box 105 

citv. town Mechani csv i  11 e. ' WAvicinitv of state VA 231 11 

5. Location of Leaal Descrintion 
courthouse, registry d dceda, etc. H a n ~ ~ e r  County Courthouse 

N/A stmet 8 number 

city, town Ashland state V A 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
V i rg in i a  Research Center f o r  Archaeolosv -- 

t l tk ~i t e  Survey Form 44HN83 has this property been determined elegible? - yes J no 

date 1977 - federal lC state - county - local 

depository for ruwey records V i r g i n i a  Research Center f o r  Archaeology 

city, town Wren K i  tchen , Col 1 ege o f  W i I 1 1 am and Mary, U i  1 1 tams burhate  VA 231 86 

eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:VLR     03/17/1981                                                 NRHP  08/02/1982 



- 
7. Description 

Conditlon Check o m  Cheek one 
-excellent - deteriorated -3- unaltered _X- orlglnal slte 
-X- good -XI ruins - altered m o v e d  date 

N /A 

- falr unexposed 
- - - 

Descrlbo the present and original (it known) physicml rppemranoe 

Patrick Henry was horn i n  1736 i n  Hanoyer County, Y i  rginia , W 
a t r ac t  which today consi%%!!!!ed, gently rolling farmland bor- 

-1 residential property. Research has conffrmed the oral tradit ion that  
the archaeological remains of a colonial brick cel lar ,  overgrown w i t h  t rees and dense 
vegetation is the eighteenth century manor house i n  which Patrick Henry 
was born (Photo 1). A graveyard c o n t w o t a c t  tombstone dated 1812 i s  located 
w i t h i n  the acreage nominated. 

An archaeological survey, performed by the YRCA a t  the request of the Hanover 
County Branch of the Association for  the Preservation of Yirginia Antiquities, located 
the intact  walls of a brick cel lar  measuring 38 feet  by 10 feet  w i t h i n  a dense concen- 
trat ion of eighteenth century cultural material i n  a plowed field. The dimensions of 
the brick ce l la r  correspond i n  length t o  those of the house i n  which Patrick Henry 
was born. The cel lar  is aligned parallel to  I ! ? ,  a modern secondary 
road which follows the  bed of an ear l ier  thoroughfare. e ce lar-house s i t e  has been 
tradit ionally be1 ieved t o  be the birthplace of Patrick Henry, an association which has 
been substantiated by documentary research. 

The a r t i f ac t  sca t te r  whfcb. surrounds the cellar  s i t e  consists entirely of ceramics 
dating t o  the eighteenth century. Fragments of white salt-glazed stoneware, including 
a chamber pot base, plate base, bowl base and plate r ~ h  i n  the Barley pattern, were 
found in the  plowed f ie ld  imnediately surrounding the cel lar  s i t e .  The presence of an 
elaborately decorated Rhenish stoneware tankard and a plate rim and base of Chinese 3 _: 

porcelain suggests that  the bwners were persons of upper economic level, a status en- 
joyed by the Syme, Henry and Lyons families who successi~ely occupied the house d u r i n g  
the eighteenth century. Scratch blue stoneware, brown stoneware and one fragment of 
an Iberian olive j a r  were also found a t  the s l t e .  

According to  Robert Douthat Mead, the foundations of the Studley manor house were 
part ial ly uncovered by local antiquarians i n  1936 during the bicentennial of Patrick 
Henry's b i r t h .  The brick cel lar  l a te r  became overgrown aith vegetation. This same 
structure, the Studley house s i t e ,  was redefined by the 1977 and 1980 VRCA surveys. 

Mutual Assurance Society policies dated 1796 and 1805 describe the Stud1 ey manor 
house as a two story brick dwelling, measuring 30 feet by 40 fee t ,  t o  which was attached 
a one story high w i g  extension, also construct&j:l of brick. A 4 foot by 6 foot closet 
was located t o  the rearof the wing extension which measures 24 feet  by 28 feet  and a 
porch adjoined the wing of the house. The entire structure was roofed over w i t h  wood 
(Figure 1). 

Insurance documents also show that  several wooden outbuildings were located nearby. 
A kitchen was placed 15 feet  from the porch of the house, w i t h  a dairy to  the rear. A 
wooden "studdy", 16 feet  by 20 feet  and one story high, was situated 45 yards from the 
dwelling. Two stables w i t h  attached sheds and a barn were l ~ c a t e d  44 yards away. 

See Continuation Sheet #1 



8. Significance 

Arras of Signlficancs--Check and jumtlty below 

2- 
archeology-prehlatoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion - archeology-hlstorlc - conservation - law - sclence 
agricUlNre - economlca - literature , - sculpture 
2 archltectun - education - milltay - soclall 
- art - engineering - muslt humanltrrkn 
- commerce exploratlon/~lttle~l~nt - phliosophy - theater - communlcatlonr - Industry polltlcs/govemment - tranrportatlon 

- lnventlon other (specify) 
B i r t m a c e  s i te  

sp.c~lc dates 1736 BuilderlLLrchiteet N/A 

Statement of Slgniflcmce (in one paragraph) 

Patrick Henry, American pa t r io t ,  stateman and the ffrst Governor of Virginia, was 
born on May 29, 1736 a t  \-bthe Hanover County hcnne of h i s  parents, John and 
Sarah Winston Syme Henry. The foundation remains of a hr ick  structure t r ad i t iona l ly  
be1 ieved t o  be the  Studley dwell inghouse, Patrick Henry's birthplace and boyhood home, 
has been ver i f ied  by archaeological and documentary research. Because of the  unique 
association of t h i s  archaeological s i t e  with a prominent f igure  in  American History, 
s c i e n t i f i c  excavation could y ie ld  research data otherwise unavailable on the  ear ly  l ife 
of Patrick Henry. 

Background 

When Patr ick Henry was born i n  1736 his parents l iving a t  
his  mother's f i r s t  husband, Colonal John Syme. Sarah Winston, 
had married Colonel Syme in the 1720's and was l iving 0 a t  the  time of h is  
death in 1731. 

Colonel John Sym, an imigran t  t o  Yirginia from Aberdeen, Scotland, became a la rge  
landowner, prominent po l i t i ca l  f igure and a vestryman of St. Paul ' s  Parish, Hanover 
County. In 1729 he was among Hanover County's f i r s t  representatives t o  the House of 
Burgesses. A t  the time of his death Colonel Syme owned several large t r a c t s  of land 
i n  Hanover and adjacent King Glilliam and Goochland Counties. 

Sarah Winston Syme's son by her f i r s t  marriage, John Syme, J r . ,  was born i n  1729. 
After Colonel Syme's death, h is  widow continued t o  reside a t  , property which 
she held i n  trust fo r  her young son unt i l  he came of age. 

John Henry, Patrick Henry's father ,  1 i ke Colonel Syme, came from Aberdeen, Scotland. 
Educated a t  King's College in Aberdeen, he was a teacher and surveyor and the  brother 
of the  Reverend Patrick Henry, rector  of the  aforementioned S t .  Paul 's Church. John 
Henry immigrated t o  Yirginia in 1727 and joined the Syme household. 

C After Colonel John Syme's death, John Henry marrfed the widow Syme and they con- 
tinued t o  reside a t  Studley. John Henry soon became a prominent f igure  i n  his  own 
r ight .  He served as vestryman a t  St.  Paul's Church in 7737. A sk i l l ed  surveyor and 
cartographer, he l a id  off  the bounadries of Hanover and Louisa Counties and by 1770 
had prepared a map"of Virginia which was pub1 ished i n  London. He l a t e r  a t ta ined  the  
rank of Colonel in  the mi l i t i a .  As Hanover County's o f f i c i a l  surveyor and presiding 
magistrate, John Henry associated with some of the  colony's most distinguished per- 
sonages, including d i a r i s t  William Byrd of Westover. Byrd paid several v i s i t s  t o  the  
home of John Henry in 1740 and 1741. where he dined and played cards, enjoying the  
fellowship of his f r iend,  the Reverend Patrick Henry. 

See Continuation Sheet #2 



9. Major Bibliosramhical References 
Gilmer, J. F., "The V i c i n i t y  o f  Richmond and t he  Peninsula.. . ," 1864. 

Hanover County Deed Books 

Meade, Robert Douthat. Pa t r i ck  Henrv: P a t r i o t  i n  the  Makina 1 1 ~ 6 9 ) . ( ~ ~ ~  Sheet 4,  

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 6 acres. 

Quadrangle name CC . Quadrangle scale 
1 : 24,000 

UMT Reterences 

: 'W I . I I I I l ' ~ l l  
ZOM) Eastlng Northing Zone Eastlng Northing 

Liat a l l  state8 and countle8 for propertie8 ovmrlapping state or  county boundaries 

rtate N/A code county N /A code . 
atate N /A code county N/A code 

I 1 Farm Prepared BY 
name/title Virginia Historic Lamarks Commission S t a f f  

-. .- 

organlzatlon Virginia Historic Landmarks C0Umlie~ion date March, 1 981 
. -  -- 

street 221 Governor Street t,&phonB (804) 786-3143 

Richmond 
clty or town state, , V i r g i n i a  23219 

12. State. Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated rlgnltlcanu, ot this property wlthln the state Is: 

- national & state -- local 
r 

A8 the derlgnated State Historlc Preservatio Act of 1966 (Public Law 84. 
665), 1 hereby nomlnate this property tor incl t has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set 
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After f i r e  destroyed the  manor house i n  1807 and death claimed the owner, Peter 
Lyons, i n  1809, Peter's son, John Lyons, b u i l t  and insured another house 0. 
An 1815 insurance po l i cy  described the newer house as a two story wooden dwel l ing and 
study, flanked on each end by a wing. The central  por t ion o f  the house measured 17 
feet by 32 feet,  whereas the wings measured 16 fee t  by 16 fee t  and 16 feet by 20 feet, 
respectively. Outbuildings, some o f  which had the  same dimensions as noted i n  the  
1805 pol icy,  were located contiguous t o  the  o l d  kitchen. A1 1 bui ldings referenced 
were o f  frame construct ion (Figure 2 ) .  

The acreage nominated i n c l  udes the  or ig ina l  dwell inghouse s i t e  and i t s  immediately 
adjacent outbuildings. The s i t e  o f  the house b u i l t  by John Lyons i n  the ear ly  nine- 
teenth century i s  also expected t o  1 i e  w i th in  t l ie area nominated. The f a c t  t ha t  the 
Lyons house i s  not shown on John Wood's h ighly deta i led 1320 map o f  Hanover County 
suggests t h a t  i t  may have been destroyed or. dismantled by t h a t  time, a1 though Union 
cartographer N. Michler i n  1367 indicated two c lusters o f  structures a t  the  s i te .  A 
farmhouse located t o  the  east o f  the  acreage nominated dates t o  the ear ly  twent ieth 
century. According t o  l oca l  t rad i t i on ,  i t  was b u i l t  by W . W .  Redd, who owned Studley 
between 1893 and 1908 (Photo 2). 
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John and Sarah Henry produced nine chi ldren during t h e i r  years t Their second son, Patrick, was named f o r  John's esteemed brother, the rec o r  of t. 
Paul's. The Henry family resided -until ca. 1750 when John Syme, Jr .  
married, at ta ined h i s  major i ty  and assumed both t i t l e  and possession o f  the property 
he had inhe r i t ed  from h i s  father.  A t  t ha t  time, John and Sarah Henry moved w i th  t h e i r  
ch i ld ren t o  Mount B r i  1 l i a n t  i n  upper Hanover Caunty. 

John Syme, Jr .  retained f o r  many years the Hanover County land he had inher i ted  
from h is  father. Syme i s  l i s t e d  as owning 1,200 acres o f  land i n  1782, the f i r s t  year 
for  which Hanover County land tax records are available. By 1783, however, 
a 600 acre t r a c t  mentioned by name i n  the tax  records, had come i n t o  the possession 
of Peter Lyons, the prrminent Hanover County attorney who, i r o n i c a l l y  enough, had 
faced Pa t r i ck  Henry across a Court of Law i n  the wel l  known 1763 case known as the  
Parson's Cause. Peter Lyons was named t o  the newly created State Court of Appeals i n  
1789 and i n  1803 served as i t s  President. 

Peter Lyons was l i v i n g  a t  the m a n o r  house i n  '1807 when i t  was destroyed 
by f i r e .  I n  a May 22, 18W l e t t e r  t o  h i s  granddaughter, Lucy Hopkins, Lyons states 
i n  consecutive sentences t h a t  h i s  home had burned and tha t  a succession of destruct ive 
wSnd and e l e c t r i c a l  storms had plagued Hanover County and the Richmond area tha t  year. 
The t e x t  impl ies tha t  hi's home had burned as a r e s u l t  o f  being struck by l ightn ing.  
As the heading o f  Lyon's l e t t e r  indicates that  he was wr i t i ng  he had ap- 
parent ly relocated e l  sewhere on the property, perhaps i n  an ou-unt i 1 another 
house could be b u i l t .  Peter Lyons died on July 30, 1809. 

Mutual Assurance Society f i r e  insurance po l ic ies  f o r  1796 and 1805 describe the 
Studley manor house before the f i r e ,  whereas an 1815 po l i cy  d e t a i . 1 ~  the home of John 
Lyons b u i l t  as a replacement. A comparison o f  these insurance po l i c ies  indicates tha t  
only the manor house was destroyed and rep1 aced; the outbuildings remained essenti a1 l y  
unchangdd, 

r e m a i n e d  i n  the Lyons family u n t i l  ca. 1847 a t  which tin. i t  was sold t o  I 
Phi l1  i p  R. Nonnent and h i s  wife, Ju l ia .  Although cartographers John Wood and J .F. ! 

L Gilmer mapped Hanover County i n  1820 and 7864, respectively, showing no manor structures j 
'--during tha t  period, Union General t4, Michler i n  his 1867 map, "The 
Bat t le -F ie ld  o f  Totopotomoy , Virgi.nia," sketched two c lusters of three and four bui  Id -  

' 

ings each, labeled "Norman" and located i n  the immediate v i c i n i t y  o f  44HN83. The 
conf igurat ion o f  these bui ldings bears a strong s i m i l a r i t y  t o  the 1815 Mutual Assurance , 
Society po l i cy  graphics (Figure 3) . i 

, 
M ich ler 's  map, however, contai.ns one inaccuracy, f o r  P h i l l i p  and J u l i a  Norment 

had sold Studley t o  A.M. Broach by 1864. A t  tha t  time the t r a c t  consisted of 439 
and a t h i r d  acres. Broach's widow, Indiana, sold Studley t o  W . W .  Redd i n  1893. Redd, ; 
i n  turn, conveyed the t r a c t  t o  John M. Greenlee, a resident o f  North Carolina i n  1908. I 

See Continuation Sheet t 3  
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Greenlee's widow, Mary T a i t  Green1 ee, resided wi th her daughter, Georgena Green- 
l'ee Hal l ,  i n  the farmhouse t o  the east o f  the acreage nominated. Af ter  Mary Green- 
lee 's  death i n  1935, her hei rs deeded a 77 acre port ion t o  Georgena 
G. Hal l  i n  appreciation f o r  the care she had furnished t-e balance of 
Mary T a i t  Greenlee's rea l  estate was set t led  among her hei rs i n  1967. The property, 
consist ing ofi 112 acres, was sold t o  G.R. Balducci, R.E. Balducci and J.A. Franciani, 
Jr. On August 10, 1977, Francioni and h is  wife, Plorma, acquired exclusive owner h i p  
of s i x  acres of the 112 acre t rac t ,  including the land containing t h e e  
house s i t e  and the grave o f  Dr. Thomas. Chrystie, a Revolutionary War veteran who 
died i n  1812. Chrystie, a surgeon i n  the American Am, had, according t o  the in -  
sc r ip t i on  on h i s  tombsto e, "distinguished himself f o r  humane s k i l l ,  Assiduity i n  
h i s  Professional Duties. 11 7 

S c i e n t i f i c  archaeological excavation o f  the 0 house could y i e l d  new 
ins igh t  i n t o  the ear ly  l i f e  of Governor Patr ick Henry and also reveal much about the 
arch i tec tura l  evolut ion o f  eighteenth and nineteenth century p lantat ion archi tecture 
on land which was i n  the  possession o f  a succession o f  prominent fami l ies.  As the 
home p lanta t ion  o f  Burgess John Syme, cartographer and magistrate John Henry, Governor 
Patr ick Henry and Judtje Peter Lyons, the -manor house s i t e  i s  closely associated 
wi th  several prominent Virginians, s ign i f i cant  t o  the h istory o f  the state and the 
nation. 

M.W.M. 

1. Quoted from the tombstone o f  Dr .  Thomas Chrystie, Studley Farm, Hanover County. 
Virginia. 
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Michler, N., "The Bat t le -F ie ld  of Totopotomoy, Virginia," 1867. 1 
8 

Mutual Assurance Society pol ic ies,  1796, 1805, and 1815, Studley Farm 
(microf i lm, V i rg in ia  State Library).  

Vestr Book o f  St. Paul I s  Parish, Hanover County, quoted i n  Helen K. Yates' i *e*yif Pat r ick  tle- m y  - i t s  Land and i t s  Owners," n.p. (1978). , 
Wood, John, Hanover County, " 1820. I 




