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1. Name of Property
= ================’=================a===gg-—_—:a:=;=o-l==========w===================
historic name Immanuel Episcopal Church
other names/site number —_VDHER File No. 42-125
FHH—+—++ t+ &t & & & & &t 1+ 5+ + &+ &+ F 1 F &+ 55+ &+ F F T T 1T 1 7 1 &t 1 1ttt
2. Location
S S S S S =SS SE S S S S S S S S S S S S S EEE S S S S S S=SSS S S S SSSSEESSSSSSEEEESES=EE=ESSSSSSsEsEEs
street & numbers side SR 606, 1.7 mi; E of jet w/US 360 not Tor publication N/.
city or town Mechanicsville _Vicinity x
state Virginia code VA COUNTY Hanover code 085 Zip code 2311

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

S S E S S E S ESEEESSCE CSS EE E EESSEEEEEESSSS SS eSS S S S S T S S EEEEEEESEESESESEEEEEEE

As the designated authority under the Matienai Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this _X_ nominati
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the Natianal Register

Aistoric Places and meets the procedural and professional regquirements set forth in 36 CFR Pert 60. im Ny opinion, the property

—X_ meets does not meet the Netionhal Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant __ national$

— stateWide _X_ locally. ( ___ See continuation sheet for additicnal comments.)

':/q':.
AL o g il ‘7Xéiﬂ?¢9
Sigféfﬁre of certifying official/Title Datle

Virginia Department of Historic Resources
State oOr Federal agency and bureau

In ny opinion, the property meets does not meet the National
Register criteria. { ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments,})

Signature of commenting or atner orviciak Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the Natfonal Register

See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
Mational Register

See continuation sheat,
determined not eligible for the
National Register | i
removed from the Nationml Register

other (explain):

Signature oI Keeper . _Date,
of Action
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5. Classification
AR ESEE SN S I I N N NN R T ST S S N s s e I S EE S SRS TR RS SEEESEZ =

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X_private
__ public-local
— public-State
- public-Federal
Category of Property (Check only one box}
_x_ building(s)
district
gite
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
2 —2___ buildings

_0o_— _ 0__ sites
0 —0__ structures

__0_ _0__ objects
2 .2 __ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register _ 0__

Name of related multlple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of
a multiple property listing.) N/A

B R S RS I R I T R e S R T S S RN s e e T ey e s R R EEE TS
§. Function or Use
BRI S R R S S S R e E S T ey e e R RS NS S e RS TSR SRS S
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: RELIGION Sub: Religious facility

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: RELIGION Sub: Religious facility
FUNERARY Cemetery
=='======.=============B========8======================§==========================

7. Description
R L b kit b bt L R T e PP P T 1 L EE Pt 3 b B St
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19TE AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS.

Late Gothic Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation BRICK

walls " BRICK
roof METAL: tin
other WOQD

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property
on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

RN I RS I S I S S I N NdEEO S S S TS IR AR EEO SO EEES T OO S

Applicab1e National Register Criteria (Mark "x* in one or more Criteria Considerations (Mark X" in all the boxes that apply.

boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National .

Register listing) XA owned by a religieus institution or used for religious purposes.
8 removed Trom its original locatton.

— A DORRRRt RN St lggpy mace @ siomificant
. # a birthplace or a grave.

U Progerty is associated with the lives of persons s1gm1‘1cant in our __ 0 a cemetery.

xC r%ﬁb?mes ,i"""{g stmctwe chara Lsncs of 3 type. pertod. — £ a reconstructed butlding. object.or structure.

aster. or F a coomemorative proparty.
h —
B‘?‘iﬁaﬁsna ent1ty ,-fé‘ ggﬂ%onents q%ci 1v1duasf g&ﬁ‘lcnacnaugnd G

;gsms_sthan 80 years of age or achieved stgmificance within the past 5t

has yielded. is likely t
—_ b R A ¥ to yteld information important in

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance 1853-1916

Significant Dates _ 1853_
__ 1881

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/a
Cultural Affiliation N/A
Architect/Builder unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS) Primary Location of Additional Data
___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67} —_ State Historic Preservation Office
has been requested. ___ Other State agency
_ previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
___ previously determined eligible by the National Register —__ Local government
___ designated a Nationai Historic Landmark T university
—_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # “X_ Other

reccrded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository: Immanuel Episcopal Church
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10. Geographical Data

prgeperre T r s P ETT YT R ELE L PR R AIAPEE T L PP PR TR R R R bttt 2
Acreage of Property _ 9.4 acres

UTM References
{place additicnal UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Eastiﬁg Northiﬁg
1 18 304440 4168310 2
3 4
____ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description _
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

RS RN I R e S S e I R N O T e T I N S T TS TSRS ENEEEE SRR ERE=ESS
11. Form Prepared By

S e RO N S S I S S S S S I S S AR N S I I S S I A I e S S I AR S S S S ST E S SRR S R ==SS
name/title Ann Lee Dulevitz

organization Mary Washington College date Novembar 1992

gtreet & number__ 1720 Beaver Hollow Road telephone ;::215-539-1734 —

city or town Norristown state PA_ zip code 19403

R NS S R I A NN S E IR S S T T O s e s I R S S S T S S E E IS S ESEFEERESEE
Additional Documentation

e I S S N R N S S S R T S S S S I I e S S S S S NS RO S SRS SIS R EEE RS EREEES

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’'s location.
A skeatch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numercus resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographa of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name/title Trustess of Immanuel Episcopal Church

street & number_ Routs 1, Box 2638 telephone 804-779-3454

city or town Machanicaville state_VA_ zip code 23111
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Paperwork Reduction ACt Statament: This informition 15 being collected for applications 1o the National Register of Kistoric Pla 188,

and t0 amend existing 11STINGS. Response to this request 1S réquired to obtyn 4 benefit 1n accordance with the Mational msﬁﬁf-ff m;:r‘::tm?egsfwm““‘ { g'ud?m?ﬁ czltws‘nlg.l)',t’ for Hsting. to Tist propert

CSTtndted furoen SLutent. PUbILC OO B apect oF s Tars to coa TieF At Serae o Berv eEd 1o 1o T EeeE e S hehanacon. 8 SRS 137t thE OFFIce o Pansparent
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and Budget. Faperwort Aaductions Project (1024-0018). Washington. DC 20503, v ivision. National Fark Service. P.0. Box 37127, Washington. 0C 20013-7127; and the Office of Hanaganen
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M
SUMMARY

Immanue] Episcopal Church was built in 1853, with additions constructed in 1881, 1916, and
1967.! The original form of the structure was rectangular. With the ‘additions the church
evolved into a T-plan. This brick masonry structure was not originally built in the Gothic
Re_vngal Style but_ attained it through later additions. There are also two noncontributing
buildings on the site—a 1984 parish house and a 1957 rectory.

The church faces northeast and is set back from State Route 606, a rural ibuting
* road. A contrib

cemetery surrounds the church on three sides. It includes burials from the period of

significance. There are a mumber of large magnolia and coniferous trees on the property.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The original foundation of the church is brick. Ventilation openings occur every six feet. The
brick bond of the foundation is four-course common bond, while the original walls are five-
course common bond. The 1881 addition of the front vestibule continues in the same brick bond
pattern. The rear addition of a vestry room (1916) has an irregular common bond, varying
between fpur-pou;se and seven-course in both the wall and foundation. The most recent addition
of a sacristy behind the vestry room (1967) is laid in five-course common bond with an all
stretcher foundation. :

Two chimneys laid in Flemish-bond brick and located on eithef side of the church, sixteen feet
from the front corners, are no longer in use.

The doorway of the facade forms a Tudor arch with two four-panelled doors with Gothic

detailing. The doorway is topped by a label molding. The only other doorways visible from

(tihe exterior are located in the rear additions and consist of square-headed, wooden, six-panelled
00rS.

The original windows consist of sets of two narrow double-hung sash windows separated by a

mullion. They are rectangular with large diamond-shaped panes. All ten original windows have

wooden label molds. In the center of the front facade a three-part Palladian-inspired window

m?;ateflidabovc the doorway. Both it and a small rose window above are topped by a wooden
mold.

Four windows in the rear addition reflect the Gothic style with diamond-shaped panes. These
are double-h.ung sash windows with no decorative surround. Two small round windows are
located on either gable end of the rear addition. In the center of the roof on the rear addition
is a modern skylight. This was installed to allow light to reach the stained-glass window in the
chancel, which was blocked from the light when the most recent addition was made.
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The gable roof of the rear addition is covered with standing-seam metal. The structural system
consists of common rafters connected with collar beams. Attached to every other collar beam
is a wide but thin board extending from the ridge to the joist, in imitation of a king-post roof
structure. The 1881 front addition has a stepped-parapet gable roof from which rise four
pinnacles above four brick pilasters. A cross surmounts the ridge of the central front gable
which is adorned with decorative vergeboards. The principal facade is the only one with this
degree of ornamentation.

The interior qf the chu_rgh is spare, }Vithou: much ornamentation. The main entrance leads into
the 1881 vestibule addition. Two windows on the wail of the vestibule flanking the entrance are
identical to the church’s original windows. The floor of the vestibule, as with the rest of the
building, features tongue-in-groove-laid wooden boards.

As one enters the sanctuary, a stairway rising to the left leads to a gallery that extends the width
of th_e church. Original pine pews flank the central aisle. A choir box is located to the right
and is surrounded by a low partition. A large pointed arch divides the nave from the chancel
and a pointed-arched stained-glass window, installed in 1881, lights the chancel.

Flanking the chancel area are doors that lead to the more recent vestry room and sacristy
additions. Both doors feature stained-glass panels and have twin rectangular stained-glass
windows above them. These windows were installed in 1881 and are only visible from the
interior.

The pointed arch dividing the nave from the chancel and the stained-glass windows are the only
obvious decora_tive features of the church interior. The original windows feature clear giass.
The original window and door openings, as well as those in the vestibule, are set flush with the
e)lcteriordwalls and feature interior reveals angled at 120 degrees. All the interior walls are
plastered. ' )

The additions als_o_ hav_c sparse ornamentation. While the door leading from the altar to the 1916
vestry room addition is a six-panelled wooden door, the remaining three doors in the additions
are all flush modern doors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Immanuet Episcopal Church is located in the community of Old Church in Hanover County,

Virginia. This simple church, built in 1853 with subsequent 1881 and 1916 additions, represents

the revival of the Gothic style in America, although not originally buiit in this style. It is

considered to be the best example of Gothic Revival architecture in Hanover County.? Immanuel

gpiscopal Church also represents the revitalization of the Episcopal denomination in the United
tates. .

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The history of Immanuel Episcopal Church precedes its construction date of 1853.% The original
church in this area of present-day Hanover County was buiit in 1684 on the Pamunkey River.
It was considered part of St. Peter’s Parish. When this parish was divided in 1704 the western
portion became St. Paul’s Parish. In 1718 a wooden structure was built in this new parish and
served to accommodate the Anglican congregation. It became known as Old Church.

After the Revolutionary War there was a decline in the number of Episcopalians, due to its
association with England and the disestablishment of the church. By 1853, the old wooden
structure had fallen into disrepair, reflecting this decline. George Washington Bassett, a grand-
nephew of Martha Custis Washington, was distressed at the condition of the worship facilities.
He donated $1,000 for a new church, matching the parish donation. With this money a new
church was built, named Immanuel Episcopal Church.*

This new church represents both the physical rebuilding of the church and the renewal of the
Epl_scospahan denomination in Virginia. A reformation within the church caused it to grow once
again.

Immanuel Episcopal Church was originally built as a simple brick structure, rectanguiar in
shape. The rector described it as "a neat and commodious” structure. At the time of its
consecration in 1854, the church had no outstanding Gothic qualities.® A church member named
Edmund Ruffin, renowned for agricultural innovation, donated a new melodeon. He later
acquired notoriety for allegedly firing one of the first shots at Fort Sumter, thus beginning the
Civil War. The church remained intact throughout the Civil War, despite a great deal of
military activity in the area.

In 1879, permission was given to the Ladies and Friends of the Church to use funds they had
acquired to alter the church. Their original pro7posal was to add a vestibule and a recessed
chancel. By 1881 the additions were complete.” These additions gave the plain rectangular
church a decidedly Gothic aspect. The vestibule gave the church the more vertical appearance
that is associated with Gothic architecture. Other Gothic detailing on the vestibule includes
decorative vergeboards, a Palladian-like window, a rose window, and a Tudor arch above the
front entrance. The recessed chancel is divided from the nave by a pointed arch. Other
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additions made at the same time, though not originaily proposed, were three stained-glass
windows in the south elevation of the church. The most striking window is in the center of the
rear chancel wall. The label molding topping the bays of the church were added after its
original construction, again to enhance the Gothic style. These additions transformed a rural
brick of rectangular form into an outstanding example of Gothic Revival architecture.

Later additions would transform the church into a T-plan structure. These additions were made
at the south end of the church and are senmsitive to the Gothic Revival style, but are not
significant in their own right.

ENDNOTES

Immanuel Episcopal Church Records, Immamel Episcopal Church, Hanover County, Virginia.
3Survey of Historic Resources Hanover County, Virginia, (Charlottesville: Land and Community Associates, 1992}, 68.

ournal of the Fifty-Eighth Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, (Philadelphia: T. K. and P. G. Collins,
Printers, 1853), 49.

“All the information was obtained from the Immanuel Episcopal Church Records, Immanuet Episcopal Church, Hanover County, Virginia.
Mills Lane, The Architecture of the Old South, Virginia, (Savannah: Beehive Press, 1987), 205.

$Journal of the Fifty-Ninth Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, (Richmond: C. H. Wynne, Printer, 1854),
27.

"Immanuel Episcopal Church Records, Immanuel Episcopal Church, Hanover County, Virginia
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description
Section 85, Parcel 83 on the Hanover County Land Tax Map.

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the chruch as well as the two nearby noncontributing buildings-
the rectory and the parish house. The boundaries correspond closely to the original boundaries
recorded in a brief description in the processioners book. The nominated property does not
include adjoining parcels now owned by the Trustees of the church as they were not historically
associated with the church, coming into church ownership after the end of the period of
significance.
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Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum
10,000-foot grid based on Virginia coordinate system,
_suuth zone ;

1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercatar grid ticks,
zane 1B, shown in blye ' FC
To place on the predicted North American Datum 1983

move the projection lines 10 meters south and

27 maters west as shown by dashed commer ticks .

UTM GRID AND 1987 MAGNETIC NORTH
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET





