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1. Name

historic Ashland Historic District | \Lio ~ 000}

andiorcommon  N/A

2. Location
street & number VA 54 and Richmond, Fredericksburs,and Potomac Rail- N/A not for publication

Toad tracks - )
city, town Ashland - MAvlcinlty of w Robinson)
state  Virginia code 5L county lHanover code 085
N ) » -
3. Classification
c’(togory Ownaership Status Present Use
£ district —— pubtic —=* occupled ~— agriculture —— museum
— building{s) ___ private — unoccupied < commercial —x park
— structure  _X_both — work in progress Z:_ educational private residence
——site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment _.__X religious
—__ object ——_inprocess _X yes: restricted _X_ government ___sclentific
being considered —— yes: unrestricted — industrial _ transportation
N7A ——no —— military —- Other:

4. Owner of Property
name Multiple Qwmership

street & number N/ A

city, town N/ A - _.I\M_Avlclnity of state N/A
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Hanover County Courthouse
street & number N/A
clty, town Hanover - state Virginia
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Virginia Historic Lanamarks Cammission
title Survey has this property been determined eligible? ___yes X no
date 1980, 1981, 1932 —_federal _&_state __.. county ___ locat

depository for survey records Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor Street

Ri.chmond state Virginia 23219

city, town




7. Description

Condition Check one c%ck one

——— excellent —— deteriorated __“* unaitered —* original site .
—X good —ruins — altered —__moved  date /A
— fair —— Uhexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Located approximately twelve miles north of Richmond, the town of Ashland began as a
small mid-19th-century sumner resort and is still considered by many today as a suburb of
Richmond. The principal resource of the town's historic district is the rich collection of
late 19th-and early 20th-century residential architecture. Most of the houses are frame and
are gaily decorated with fanciful trim, evoking the town's resort origins. The town stretches
out fram two major crossroads -- Center Street and Patrick Henry Highway. Topographically
Ashland is flat with several sections located just above the water table. The area is richly
populated with deciducus trees. The trees together with large frame dwellings on spacious
lots maintain Ashland's image as a 19th-centwry suburban commmity. The historic district
is approximately 159 acres and falls within the town's corporate limits.

' DETATLED ANALYSIS

Ashland's street plan follows an irregular grid. Although three traffic arteries,
Thampson Street, England Stxreet, and Hanover Averme, are joined just within the heart of
Ashland to form a dividing "Y', the town's grid is more notably broken into quadrants by
Center Street, Thompson Street, and England Strxeet (see map). The grid plan in the south-
west quad appears noticeably tighter than in the remaining quads. Macon Circle to the
northeast is a mid-20th-century development (ca. 1950s) and is the only plamned break from
other residential neighborhoods.

To the east of town runs U.S. Route 1. A 1940s camercial highway, Route 1 provided
major north-south automobile access from Washington, DC, to Richmond. Route 1 still re-
ceives substantial local traffic, but its use has been largely supplanted by U.S. Inter-
state 95. Land use in Ashland is primarily residential with light comercial use situated
on England Street, Patrick Henry Highway, Route 1, and on portions of Center Street (between
Henry Clay Road and Myrtle and Thempson streets).. .. .. .

The focal point of Ashland is Center Street, a wide avenue with two centrally located
railroad tracks flanked on each side by paved, narrow traffic lanes. Extending the full
length of Center Street are Ashland's finest late 19th-century houses of the Queen Amme and
Colonial Revival styles. Housing patterns indicate that late 19th-century settlers preferred
Center Street and Herry Clay Road for their residences. The Randolph-Macon College campus,
which by 1879 consisted of three buildings, originally faced onto Center Street. In the
early 20th century, the college underwent additional growth spurring the construction of
houses along College and Caroline averues. Town goverrment offices are located in the tri-
angle defined by Hanover Avemue, Thampson Street, and St. James Street. The 100 blocks
of North and South Center Street contain commercial structures built during the first quarter
of the 20th century. Most of the buildings, including 104 (vacant), 106 (Hughes Drug), and
108 (Ashland Furniture Company) South Center, were modernized, and false fronts were added
in the mid-20th century. 113 South Center (Colonial Torch), an example of the commercial
Ttalianate, was renovated in 1979. 100 South Center Street (Railroad Mall) has been the
least altered with display windows separated by simple brick pilasters. Churches and
schools are located throughout the town. A 1950s school, interesting while not in this
district, is the John Handley School at Vaughn Road and School Road.

(See Contirmation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistorlc ___. archeology-prehistaric ___ community planning __._ landscape architecture ____ religion

14001499 ____ archeology-historic — . conservation — law — Stience

—— 15001599 -~ agricuiture economics — literature —— sculpture

— 1600-1699 _ = architecture - I education —— military —_. soclal/

— 17001789 ___art — . engineering —_ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 _ commerce — _ explaoration/settlement ___ phllosophy theater

X 1900~ ——— communications — industry ‘ —— politics/government X transportation
— Invention E other {specify)

Tesort
Specific dates [N/A Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Signiticance {in one paragraph)
STATEMENT (OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ashland Historic District, with its large collection of late-Victorian and Edward-
ian frame dwellings and its brick commercial core, all set among hundreds of trees, survives
as a fine example of a railroad and streetcar suburb preserving much of its turn-of-the-
century character. Named for the Kentucky home of Hanover County native Henry Clay and
incorporated as a town in 1858, Ashland began as the antebellum resort development of the
Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad Company. While little remains of the original
town fabric, much of it having been lost in the econamic collapse of the town during the
Civil War and its aftermath, the resort in its heyday boasted an interesting complex of
hotels, cottages, and recreational buildings serving both travelers and Sunday picnickers
from Rictmond. The surviving camponents of the district more accurately reflect Ashland's
redevelopment by the R F & P as a camuter suburb in the final quarter of the 19th century
and the later building boom of the post-World-War I era. The focal point of the district
is Center Street, which displays a full range of Victorian styles from the Italianate and
Second Empire to the Eastlake, Queen Arme, and Colonial Revival. Also notable is the early
20th-~century downtown area located between Herry Clay Road and Myrtle Street, an interesting
assemblage of brick structures that exemplify the commercial ethos of the 1920s. With the
addition of three Georgian Revival academic buildings of Randolph-Macon College (mot in-
cluded within the boundaries of the 1979 nomination of Randolph-Macon to the Virginia
Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places), the district illustrates
the vital role which both the railroad and the college have played in Ashland's development.

B T UL LT AP VR P P

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The story of Ashland is one of 19th-century romantic capitalism that begins with a
railroad caompany president who took an uninhabitable tract of land and, with imagination,
hard work, and optimism, turned it into a profitable resort.l Later, his successors, in-
stilled with the same entrepreneurial spirit and capitalizing upon the late 19th-century
middle class movement away from the industrialized c%ty to the countryside, developed the
town as a railroad and streetcar suburb of Richmond.

Railroad transportation was relatively new to the country in 1836 when the Richmond,
Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad Campany bought a 462-acre tract of land in Hanover
County bordering its newly laid tracks. The railroad line was designed to commect Richmond
and Fredericksburg with the trade terminals on the Potamac River. This trade route had
been serviced previously by a series of stagecoach roads, ferries, and steamboat routes
through the western part of the county.3 However, not until Edwin Robinson became president
of the company in 1846 was the Hanover tract perceived as much more than a source of lumber
and fuel. The area that interested Robinson was known as a ''slash’ (a swamp), hardly a
likely site for a town. Factors other than topography persuaded Robinson that the area

{(See Continuation Sheet #3)



9. Major Bibliographical References

Acts of the General Assembly of Virginia, 1857-58.

The Alexandria Gazette, May 22, 1871, p. 3.

(See Contimuation Sheet #1

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 159 acres
Quadrangle name Ashland/Yellow Tavern, VA Quadrangle scale _L: 24000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description andjustlflcatuonBegummgoit a point at the intersection of E side of
Center St. and Ashland Corp. limits; thence about 260' E alorng corp. limits; thence about

1550 N, paralleling Center St. to a pt. about 130" S of MacMurdo St.; thence about 100' W;
thence about 130" N to S side of MacMurdo St.; then about 50' E along said side; thence about

List ail states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries (See Continua%ion Shee.at,: #L1.
state N/A code county N/A code

state N/A code county N/A code

11. Form Prepared By

Rosanne Shalf, Ashland, VA and
nameftitle  Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff

organization Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission date March 1982

street & number 221 Governor Street telephone  (804) 786-3144

city or town Richmond state virginia 23219
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

FELR .

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

__ nationat E_ﬁ state — local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certity that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by thg National Park Sarvlce

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

H. Bryan Mitchell, Executive Director _
Virg m_a Historic Landmarks Commissia ae MAR 16]%2

title
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ASHIAND HISTORIC DISTRICT, ASHIAND, VA
Continuation sheet 1 item number 7 Page 1

7. Description -- Detailed Analysis (contimued)

Four visually distinct areas located within the Ashland Historic District include the
areas surrounding Henry Clay Road, Center Street, College Averue and St. James Street.
Henry Clay Road extends between Center Street and North Snead Street. Buildings along
most cross and parallel streets do not share similar details to the late 19th-century and
early 20th-century structures found on Hemry Clay Road. With several exceptions, the
Hernry Clay houses are small, frame, vernacular late 19th-century houses on small lots.

Most of the structures represent building styles derived from the Colonial Revival.

To many, Center Street is considered Ashland's most visible historic area. Bisected
by railroad tracks, Center Street is viewed daily by Amtrak travelers heading north and
south. Center Street displays Ashland's rich Victorian styles. Italianate, Eastlake,
Queen Amne, Second Empire, and Colonial Revival houses line virtually the entire length
of Center Street from the north and south edges of town. The large 2-to-2%-story houses
of frame construction tend to be situated on spacious lots above street grade observing
similar setback lines. Yards are well landscaped and are occasionally fronted by either
wood fences (see 904 South Center) or, in some instances, cast-iron fences (see 500 Morth
Center Street). The street exhibits decorative sawn porches (see 904 and 1014 South
Center Street). ’

The town's only remaining Greek Revival house is located at 713 South Center Street;
its original siding has been altered. The transitional Greek/Italianate-style structure
built as the Ashland Baptist Church is now an arts center at 500 South Center Street.

Ashland's two surviving Second Empire houses are representative of the style only in
their roof detailing (see 702 and 706 South Center Street). 702 originally possessed a
simple gable roof. | e L

Italianate buildings are also found on Center Street. 600 South Center underwent a
major remodeling during the 1870s at which time its Italianate features were added. It
was again renovated in the late 1920s.. The Italianate structire at 712 South Center Street
received a Colonial Revival porch ca. 1900-1920. '

Two exceptional Queen Arme houses are located at 904 South Center and 318 North Center.
Designed by the same unidentified architect, the houses received similar massing and de-
tailing. The Hugo House at 904 South Center Street features a large bell-cast roof tower,
a high-pitched, pressed-tin hipped roof, and two second-story, lattice-work porches. The
first story is supported by paired decorative piers. 802 South Center characterizes the
transitional Queen Amne/Colonial Revival style with its varied roof lines, simple brackets,
classical-style porch, and Palladian window. .

Ashland's most handsome representative of the Colonial Revival style is 708 South
Center. This 2%-story, three-bay building possesses a gabled roof with a Palladian attic
window located on the east end. A second:-story gable roof over the north bay daminates
the elevation's "L''-shaped porch. Architect's drawings for this house remain with the
current owner.

(See Contimation Sheet #2)
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7. Description -- Detailed Analysis (contirued)

A Craftsman house with smooth stuccoed elevations, low-hipped roof with exposed rafter
ends, and paired windows is located at 718 South Center. Several houses display some East-
lake influence in their use of diagonal beaded siding and their attemuated brittle-appearing
detailing (see 1014 South Center). , .

In addition to these areas, Ashland possesses small clusters of historic structures
spread randamly across the town. The area located within the L-shaped area formed by Race-
course and St. James Street includes a handsame grouping of late 19th-century and early 20th-
century houses. Among these are same of the best examples of the Eastlake style found in
Virginia. Set on large well-shaded vards, 316 St. James, 402 Duncan, and 207 Howard streets
are among the exceptional examples of the Eastlake design. 402 displays decorative shingle
siding, match-stick weatherboarding in the gable end, and a single-story porch with decora-
tive brackets and spindle frieze.

The Georgian Revival is best expressed along Caroline and College avenues which
developed with the college's resurgence in the 1920s. Notable examnles of the Georgian
Revival are located at 301, 303, and 305 Caroline Averue and 204 and 302 College Averue.

The finest example of the style is 305 Caroline which has a hipped roof, stone jack arches
with keystones and springers, modillion block cornice, belt course, and swans neck pedimentec
entrance. Also in the area are representative examples of the Colonial Revival style, spe-
cifically, 304 and 305 College Averme. 304 is dominated by a two-story porch which stretches
across the facade and incorporates a two-story pedimented portico. Palladian windows light
the first-story front rooms.

Religious and institutional buildings located throughout the district also represent
various popular late 19th- and early 20th-century designs. The Ashland Presbyterian Church
(southeast corner of Virginia and Myrtle) characterizes the late 19th-century Colonial
Revival while the Ashland Christian Clurch at 301 St. James represents the vernacular Gothic.
St. Am's Church is Ashland's only example of the Tudor style. The stucco-and-exposed-
decorative-timber structure is distinguished by a corner tower with steep bell-cast roof,
hooded niche with a statue of the Madorma and simple roof brackets. The large brick
structures at Randolph-Macon College including Thomas Branch Hall, Mary Branch Dormitory,
and Peele Hall (not located in the Randolph-Macon College Camplex; National Register of
Historic Places) are good examples of the institutional interpretation of the Georgian
Revival. In the downtown commercial area, the Beaux Arts is expressed by the Hanover
National Barnk building built in 1919 at 104 North Center. Its two-story temple front has
paired colums, frieze, and pediment, while brick pilasters with cast-concrete capitals
define the ends of the structire.

While expressive of its historic origins, Ashland has been affected by the changes
of the 20th century. These changes range from minor alterations of buildings such as the
addition of false fronts on the commercial structures to the demolition of buildings in
the downtown area and the creation of parking lots and apartment complexes on South Center
Street between Myrtle Street and Cox Lane. In the commercial area, primarily on England
Street between Center and Henry, parking lots, commercial signs, modermized fromts, and a
gas station detract fram the historic character of the town's core. In spite of these weak
areas, the Ashland Historic District displays a sense of historic contimuity and evolution.
The district is wnique in its abundance and quality of late 19th-century frame construction.
Virtually every architectural style froam the mid-19th century to the mid-20th century is
expressed. MPM (See Continuation Sheet #12 for Inventorv)
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8. Statement of Significance -- Historical Background (continued)

could be a successful resort cammmity. First, the tract was a convenient distance fram
Rictmond for a passenger rest stop between that city and Washington, DC. Second, given
the popularity of Sunday family picnicking in the countryside, the site was within a day's
excursion from Riclmond. Aware of these possibilities, Robinson himself bought land in
the area.

According to Bishop John C. Granbury writing in 1882, the first attempt to capitalize
on the resort potential of the area occurred in the late 1840s and early 1850s with the
construction of ''a long, low building with a large roam suitable for balls, pic-nics, etc...
called Slash Cottage." Iater, another hotel, Independence Hall, was built and 'billiards
and a bowling alley were added, a gas house built for lighting the houses and grounds, balls
and pic-nics were encouraged, increased commmication established with Richmond by a regular
accamodation train while special trains were run as occasion required.''

The Bishop also reported that by 1858 or 1859 this part of Ashland wore much the
same appearance it did twenty years after the War, except for the more extensive buildings
erected for the use of the college.® Clopman's 1854 map reveals the town was subdivided
and lots were offered for sale by that year, although physical growth was slow.’ Land tax
records for 1857 gnd 1858, for example, indicate less than a dozen buildings worth being
taxed in Ashland.® An 1864 Civil War map shows about twenty-five buildings, mostly clustered
along the railroad tracks sevsral blocks to the north and south of present Route 54, and a
few houses on Hanover Avenue.

In 1558 the town was fonmally incorporated as the town of Ashland, the name of the
Kentucky home of native son Henry Clay.l® That same year the Ashland Hotel and Mineral
Well Company was also incorporated, Most members of the corporation were Ashland property
owners including Edwin Robinson, George W. Nolley, Charles Stebbins, J.H. Snead, and
William Anderson.l! ' o

Hoping to enhance Ashland's resort image, Robinson built a racecourse at the southwest
end of town, camplete with a jockey club, a grandstand, and gambling facilities. According
to Granbury's eyewitness account, Ashland reached its zenith as a resort town by 1860. De-
scribing a series of races held by the jockey club in 1860, Granbury wrote:

Hundreds of men and women came in special trains from Richmond to witness
the races; the grounds about the club-house and the grandstand were crowd-
ed, where was a scene of noise and excitement of betting; the intervals
between the races saw the gambling saloons below the grandstand filled to
overflowing, where a varied array of green tables afforded a ready means
of disposing of any surplus winning on the races, or of increasing, possi-
ble losses, at faro, monta, spout, thimble-rig, and such other appliances
of the Evil One, the fitting and usual accompanyments cof the race-course.

Comparing this kaleidoscope of activity with the more settled post-war character of" L Ehe
town, the Bishop concluded: ''One can hardly believe such things of quiet Ashland.’

(See Contimuation Sheet #4)
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8. State of Significance -- Historical Background (contirued)

"Racecourse Street' survives as the only tangible reminder of the antebellum resort,
for none of the buildings mentioned by Granbury as part of the racecourse or the Slash
Cottage resort remains. Photographs of Independence Hall, a frame Gothic Revival building,
and some of the guest cottages are found in Irby's History of Randoiph-Macon College.

There is also an etching of the college buildings from the late 1870s that may include some
of the same buildings then used by the college, which also appear to be in the Gothic Reviva

1
style. B T T s U

Before the Civil War, the center of the town at Railroad Averme and England Street
consisted of a "few small booths...where water was still abundant. Taylor's blacksmith
and carriage shop pretty much filled up space.” 16  The lack of non-campany owned busi-
nesses resulted in part from the company's control of liquor sales at the resort. Later
when the railroad campany had less influence on the town, this intersection developed into
a thriving business cammity.

Apart from the company's development, there were two boarding schoois in antebellum
Ashland. Located_on Virginia Street, the Ashland Female Seminary was empowered to confer
degrees in 1858.17 The following year, St. George Tucker, author and poet, founded the
Ashland Academy. Its brief career ended when the war be;fan, Tucker quitting the school to
organize a company of soldiers called the Ashland Grays.!®

Of the houses built before the war, only a few remain, and most were altered greatly
in the later building booams of 1880-90 and 1915-25. The Dr. William H. Fox house ( 205
South Center ) was built in the early 1860s; its present appearance
results from a later remodeling 706 South Center Street was probably built about 1858
and given an updated mansard roof after the war. The Greek Revival house at 713 South
Center was built in 1858 by John R, MacMurdo, and, except for the asbestos siding and al-
tered window muillions, its basic form remains relatively the same.l!? The Ashland Baptist
Church (Greek Revival), built about 1860,now houses the Hanover Arts and Activities Center.

The Civil War brought economic disaster to Ashland. With the Ashland Hotel and
Mineral Well Company forced to close its doors, the racecourse was corverted to a training
field for Confederate troops,20 Ashland's tourist trade was ruined following the termina-
tion of travel to the North.2l During the Civil War Ashland saw both battles and officers’
balls.?? Independence Hall, the Baptist Church, and the MacMurdo House all served as hos-
pitals.23 Local legend has it that Stonewall Jackson spent the night at the house of Col.
John MacMrdo. The story contirues  that Jackson's sleep was so disturbed during
the night by messengers that he overslept and that his late arrival to the Seven Days Battle
thereby resulted in a defeat for the South.?* Maj. Thomas Rowland, who trained Confederate
troops for several months in Ashland, wrote letters home describing wartime Ashland: 'Ash-
land is a very pretty place, a sort of summer retreat fram Richmond. The officers all
board at the hotel, which is kept in the real old Virginia style, good country fare.'Z?3

(See Contimation Sheet #5)
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (arranged alphabetically by the name of the street)

Approximate rumber of structures: 250 ¥ nondondreliv g Sbcelihed
CAROLINE STREET

200 Block

: - 205: wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; hipped roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays.
o1 - 1-story, l-bay porch in center bay with segmental arch in pediment supported by
Doric colums. Detached house. Late Victorian. Ca. 1885.

300 Block

ol-1-2 301: brick (English bond); 2 stories; gable roof (slate); 3 bays. Detached
house. Georgian Revival. Ca. 1920s.

303: brick (English bond); 2% stories; hipped roof (slate); 3 dormers (hipped);
!(a(pfl -5 5 bays. Detached house. Georgian Revival. Ca. 1920s.

106 i .4 305: brick (Flemish bond); 2% stories; hipped roof (slate); 3 dormers with
segmental arch, vaulted; 5 bays. Detached house. Georgian Revival. Ca. 1925.

N. CENTER STREET

100 Block

| l = 100: brick (stretcher bond); 1 story; flat roof (not visible); 3 bays. Camercial
blo-1- (store). Comnercial vernacular. Ca. 1960.

A~ 102: brick (stretcher bond); 1 story; flat roof (not visible); 3 bays. Comercial
| bl - (store). Coammercial vernacular. Ca. 1960.

_ 104 (Hanover Bank): brick (7-course American bond with stone dressings); 2 stories;
llp-1-T  low pitch roof with front stepped parapet (not visible); 3 bays. Bank. Beaux
Arts., Ca. 1919,

110 (Ashland Depot): . brick (English cross bond with patterned glazed headers);

Holo -1 - 1% stories; gable roof with end hipped pent (slate); 3 bays; 2-story, 3-bay perch
in side bay with waiting arearecessed beneath large overhang of roof (supported by
4 over-size, smooth shaft colums). Railroad depot. Colonial Revival.

: 116: concrete block and brick; 1 story; flat roof (not visible); 3 bays; l-story
[lo-] -] brick entrance vestibule in eenter bay with curved stacked soldier course corners
' and cantilevered alumirum canopy. Vernacular/ Late Art Deco. Ca. 1945.

Jbly-1~ 10 118: vacant lot.

(See Continuation Sheet #13)

















































































































