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1. Name 
hlstorlc Ashland Historic Dis t r ic t  \bb - c%%i 

andlor common N/A 

2. Location 
s-t s number VA 54 and Echmsnd, Fredericksbz,and  pot^ Rail- N& not nr nubllcatlon 

city, town Ashland &L&icinity ot 
_7thJ. KemeQRobinson) 

state Virginia code 51 county ihnover code 085 

3. Classification 
C t.QOry k Ownership S tus Present Use 
- dlstrict - publlc - occupled agriculture museum 9 
- bulldlng(8) - private - unoccupled X- comrnerciai park 
-structure & both -work in progress K educstlonal prlvate residence 
-site Publlc Acquisition Accessible - entertainment 2 reilglous 
- object -in process yes: restricted Y government -scientitlc 

NIK 
being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

- no - military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name W t i p l e  Ownership 

street & number N/A 

city, town N/A ! ! ! v ic in i ty  of state N/A 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthoulre, reglstry of deeds, etc. I-er &mm ~ t h W s e  

street number N/* 

c~ty, town Hanover state Virginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Virginia Historic Landmrks Carmission 

tltle SXvey has this property been determined eligible? -yes no 

date 1980, 1981, 1982 T I  -federal AL state - county - local 

dapository for survey records Virginia Historic Larxka~ks Carmission, 221 Guvernor Street 

. c~ty, town Fiiclmnond state Virginia 23219 
6 * . ?. 



7. Description 

Condition C c k  one 'K C ck one 
-excellent 3? . .  - deteriorated - unaltered - orlglnal site 
3 good -ruins -altered -moved date :J/A 
- fair - unexposed 
- - 
Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

located apprcncimately twelve miles north of Rictnwnd, the tom of Ashland began as a 
small rmd-19th-century smner resort and is s t i l l  considered by many today as  a suburb of 
R ichnd .  The principal resource of the tam's  historic d i s t r i c t  i s  the r ich collection of 
l a te  19th-and early 20th-century residential architecture. Most of the houses are frame and 
are gaily decorated w i t h  fanciful trim, evoking the tm 's  resort origins. The tm stretches 
out £ran two major crossroads -- Center Street and Patrick Henry Highway. Topographically 
Ashland i s  flat with several sections located jus t  above the water table. The area is richly 
populated with deciduous trees. The trees together w i t h  large frame dwellings on spacious 
lo ts  maintain Ashland's inage as a 19th-cenmry suburban cammity.  The historic d i s n i c t  
is apprcorimately 159 a a e s  and f a l l s  within the tam's corporate limits. 

. . 
Ashland's s t ree t  plan follows an irregular grid. Although three t raff ic  ar ter ies ,  

Thcqson Street, England Street,  and Hanover Avenue, are joined just  within the heart of 
Ashland to form a dividing 'Y", the t am ' s  grid is more notably broken into quadrants by 
Center Street, Thaqson Street,  and England Street (see map). The grid plan i n  the south- 
w e s t  quad appears noticeably tighter than in the rgnaining quads. Macon Circle to  the 
northeast i s  a mid-20th-century developnent (ca. 1950s) a16 i s  the only planned break from 
other residential neighborhoods. 

To the east of town runs U. S. Route 1. A 1940s caunercial h i g b y ,  Route 1 provided 
major north-south autcmobile access £ran Washington, DC, t o  R i c h n d .  Route 1 s t i l l  re- 
ceives substantial local t ra f f ic ,  but i t s  use has been largely supplanted by U.S. Inter- 
s ta te  95. Land use i n  Ashland i s  primarily residential with l ight  cannercia1 use situated 
on England Street, Patrick Henry Highway, Route L and on portions of Center Street (between 
Henry Clay Road and Myrtle and Thanpson streets). 

Ihe focal point of Ashland is Center Street,  a wide avenue with two centrally located 
railroad tracks flanked on each side by paved, narrow t r a f f i c  lanes. &tending the f u l l  
length of Center Street  are Ashland's f ines t  l a t e  19th-century houses of the Queen Anne and 
Colonial Revival styles.  Housing patterns indicate that l a t e  19th-cenmry settlers preferred 
C e n t e r  Street and Henry Clay Road for their residences. The Randolph-Macon College capus, 
which by 1879 consisted of three buildings, originally faced onto Center Street. In the 
early 20th century, the college underwent additional growth spurring the construction of 
houses along College and Caroline avenues. T m  govenment offices are located i n  the mi- 
angle defined by Hanwer Avenue, Thcqson Street,  and St. James Street. The 100 blocks 
of North and South Center Street contain cmmercial structures bui l t  during the f i r s t  quarter 
of the 20th centlay. mst of the buildings, incl- 104 (vacant), 106 ( W e s  Drug), and 
108 (Ashland Furniture Ccmpany) South Center, we re  msdernized, and false frvnts were  added 
i n  the mid-20th century. 113 South Center (Colonial Torch), an exmple of the c m c i a l  
Italianate, was renovated in 1979. 100 Sout:'~ C e n t e r  Street (Railroad Mall) has been the 
leas t  altered with display windcws separated by sinple brick pilasters. Clnnches and 
schools are located throughout the town. A 1350s school, interesting while not i n  this 
d is t r i c t ,  is the John Handley School a t  Vaughn Road and School Road. 

(See Contimation Sheet $/I) 


























































































