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1. NAME 
/ COMMON 

Malvern Hill 
h N D J O R  H I S T O R I C :  

1 Malvern Hill 
2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T  A N C N U M B E R  .2 mi. N of Turkey Island Creek, .1 mi. N of Rt. 5, 1 mi. 
E of intersection of Rt. 5 and Rt. 156, 14.5 mi. E of Richmond 

C I T Y  O R  T O W N  1 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
D A T F  OF  S U R V E Y :  1941 Federol 19 stata county n LOC.I u 
D L P O S I I O R I  F O R  S U R V E Y  R E C O R D S :  

< ,"I 
Library of Coggress * z 

S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER:  : 2 

C I T Y  O R  T O W N :  

Washington 

: 
; 

I 
! 

T !  



F o i ,  Deteriorated ~ 
(Check One) (Cheek One) 

n -- 0.isinal si te  rn 
D E S C R l B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N I \ L  ( I f h o w n )  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

I 

I 

I 

I 
1 

I 
1 

Malvern H i l l  i s  s i t u a t e d  on a high b l u f f  overlooking t h e  James River.  A 1 1  
t h a t  remains of the  house a r e  t h e  foundat ions and t h e  e a s t  gable  end wa l l  
which inco rpora t e s  one of the  massive end chimneys, ornamented with lozenge 
o r  diamond-shaped p a t t e r n s  of glazed b r i cks  known a s  d i ape r  work. This 
end chimney probably belonged t o  a n  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  a s  i t  i s  not  bonded 
wi th  t h e  end wa l l ,  and t h e  brickwork of the  chimney and end wa l l  is  of 
d i f f e r e n t  workmanship a s  we l l .  Arch i t ec tu ra l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  the  r u i n s  
has shown t h a t  t h e  chimneys of  the  house may have belonged t o  a wooden 
s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  perhaps a s  e a r l y  a s  1662. The wooden house was probably 
destroyed by f i r e  and t h e  chimneys were incorpora ted  i n t o  the  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e .  The d a t e  of  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  is unce r t a in  but  s c h o l a r s  gene ra l ly  
agree  t h a t  it was done circa 1690-1700. 
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For tuna te ly  the  appearance of  t h e  house before  t h e  f i r e ,  circa 1905, can 
be determined from a number of photographs. I t  was a one-and-a-half 
s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a c ruc i form plan ,  covered by a s t e e p  gable roof wi th  
a rake  a t  t h e  modi l l ion  co rn ice .  On t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t  t h e r e  was a n  open 
porch chamber w i t h  s i d e  round a rches  on t h e  f r o n t  and s i d e s .  The arm of  
t h e  c r o s s  on t h e  r e a r  contained n o t  a s t a i r  tower a s  would be expected,  
but  a twelve f o o t  square  p a r l o r .  On both t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t  and r e a r ,  the  
w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers  both  above and below 
the  high wa te r  t a b l e  w i t h  rubbed b r i c k  employed i n  t h e  f l a t  a r ches  of the  
windows. 
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According t o  a former occupant of  Malvern H i l l ,  t h e  in ter ior -of  t h e  house 
f e a t u r e 6  "a s t a i r c a s e  i n  t h e  co rne r  of  t h e  g r e a t  h a l l  Lwhichl rose  t o  a 
landing  about  fou r  f e e t  above the  f l o o r ,  then turned and l ed  t o  a dark  
u p s t a i r s  passage and fou r  bedrooms. Off the  g r e a t  h a l l  was t h e  'Eas t  Room', 
used a s  t h e  d i n i n g  room, and en te red  from a basement k i t chen  by a smal l  
winding s t a i r c a s e  tucked away bes ide  a towering chimney". Unfortunately 
l i t t l e  a t t empt  has been made t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  remaining w a l l  and end chimney 
and t h e  b r i c k  i s  badly d e t e r i o r a t e d  on the  i n t e r i o r .  



. S f G N l P f C A N C E  

PSRLOD (check One or ~ o r s  ss A p r w ~ r l e l e J  

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Centwy  18th Century ~ o t h  centurv 

15th Century 0 171h Century 19th Century 

s P E C l F i C  D A T E I S I  ( I f  Applicable endKnownJ 

A R E ~ S  O F  S , G N I F I C A N C + .  (Check Oneqr MO,L a? ~ p p r o p ~ l a t e )  . . .. . , I  : . . .  . . - : . .  .. .:. . . ... , . . . . , :  
Aboriginal EducotiDn d Political 0 Urban Planning ' ii 

~ ~ ~ h i ~ t ~ ~ i ~  ; 0- ~ . Engineering - ,  ,. Religion/Phi-,  ~ . . .  , Other (Specily) . .~.:.:, , ' .... . .,.. . . .... B . . .  
Historic 0 Industry fl I O S ~ P ~ Y  Q . ,-cru~c 

Agriculture lnvention Science 0 His tory  
Art Landscape Sculpture 

Commerce 0 Architecture Secial/Humon- 

Commuoications 0 Literoturc itorinn B Conservotion 0 Militory Theater 

 uric 0 Tronrportotion 

S T A T  EMEN T O F  S I C N I F I C I I N C E  ( I D C I Y ~ C  P ~ ~ S M B # B B ,  Dales. Even19, Etc . )  

Malvern H i l l  was b u i l t  by Thomas Cocke (1639-1697), high s h e r i f f  of 
Henrico and a member of t h e  Houses of  Burgesses,  who was t h e  son of 
Richard Cocke (1600?-1655), p rogen i to r  of  t h e  Cocke family i n  Vi rg in i a .  
The Cocke family owned t h e  proper ty  u n t i l  the  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  century  
when James Powell Cocke s o l d  it t o  Robert Nelson. The house d e r i v e s  i t s  
name from t h e  Malvern H i l l s  i n  England. 

Unfortunately t h e  house was destroyed by f i r e ,  c i r c a  1905, and only  
one end wa l l  remains s tanding .  Although it is in  r u i n s ,  Malvern H i l l  
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  a s  being one of  t h e  few known cruciform- 
p lan  houses i n  Vi rg in i a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  on t h e  one su rv iv ing  chimney is 
perhaps t h e  f i n e s t  example of seventeenth  cen tu ry  d i a p e r  brickwork i n  t h e  
s t a t e .  

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  Malvern H i l l  has been the  scene  of w a r  on a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
occasions.  La faye t t e  encamped on t h e  proper ty  i n  J u l y  and August of 
1781, and t h e  Vi rg in i a  M i l i t i a  made camp t h e r e  dur ing  t h e  War of 1812. 
However, Malvern H i l l  w i l l  always be a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  t h e  f i e r c e  b a t t l e  
between Lee and McClellan on J u l y  1, 1862, which centered  around t h e  b l u f f  
on which t h e  house is  loca ted .  










