7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

. excellent ___ deteriorated __X unaltered X__ original site

___good —__ruins ___ altered ___moved date  N/A
X _ fair — unexposed *NOTE: Main house is in good condition, except for

—— NW _carner of rear brick wall, which needs rebuilding.
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Located in a semi-rural area of northern Henrico County, Walkerton is a twenty-two-
acre tract containing one of the largest and best-preserved antebellum dwelling-cum-
taverns in central Virginia., Built in 1825, it is a brick structure with four stories
of living space, and may well be the most impressive building of its type ever erected

in 19th-century Henrico. A number of architectural features distinguish it from
other, more modest public hostelries functioning in the region during the antebellum
era. These include its double set of interior stairways (one for guests and one for

family and servants), its unusual semi-enclosed gable-end service porch, and a unique
swinging vertical-board partition that allowed one of the upstairs rooms to function
as a temporary dance hall. Other distinctive features now gone included a cage bar
from which liquor was dispensed, a plank walkway leading from the carriage stop to the
front porch, three separate detached icehouses, and a stable with stalls for twenty
horses. Remaining early outbuildings include a servants' gquarters, a wellhouse, a
smokehouse, and a carriage house-cum—privy.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Walkerton is a level, partly wooded tract on the north side of Mountain Road in
north central Henrico County. Suburban development at the northern fringe of the
Richmend area extends within a2 mile of the house, but presently the stretch of road
passing in front of the property maintains its rural character. The Walkerton tract
occupies a broad ridge on the south side of the Chickahominy River which defines the
boundary between Henrico and Hanover counties. The main dwelling stands about fifty
yvards from the road 1in a spacicus yard shaded by giant cedars, osage orange trees,
hollies, pin oaks, and tulip poplars. All outbuildings stand to the rear of the house
in a large open yard rimmed by woods or tree lines.

The main building at Walkerton is a 2%-story brick structure set on a tall raised
basement and covered with a shallow gable roof punctuated by three dormers on each
slope. No additions mar its original form. The house measures 56'-11" x 39'-6" and
features a symmetrical central-passage, double-pile plan on each of its four floors.
The main or south facade is divided into five bays, with each set of windows placed
wgll to the side of the central doorway. The gable walls, which each incorporate a
pair of two interior end chimneys, are blank except at attic level, where pairs of
small four-light windows admit light to the loft rooms. The long three-bay Colonial
Revival porch with balustraded upper deck probably replaces an original  full-
length porch. An original single-story pedimented entry porch stands at the rear or
north entry, and an original service porch with shiplapped siding and arched opening
stands on the east gable end.

Exterior detailing remains largely intact. The front walls are laid in Flemish
bond, but three-course American bond is used on the rear elevation and random American bond,
three- to ten-course, appears on either side wall. The front wall still retains
some of its early red paint, and traces of the original white-penciled mortar joints
remain on all four walls. Upstairs windows are scaled down considerably from those on

{See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justity below

- ... prehistoric .. archeology-prehistoric _ community planning  _ _ landscape architecture__.._. religion

——— 1400-1499 _ .. archeology-historic . . conservation o law —_ Science

- 1500-1599 ____ agriculture . ._ economics -—._. literature - -—_ sculpture

_1600-1699 _X architecture -_ _education e miilitary ... social/

e 17001799 _ _art .. engineering - MUSIC humanitarian

_X_ 1800-1899 ___ commerce . . exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —_ theater

— 1800~ _ __ communications - . industry ____ politics:government _X transportation
. _ invention ___ other (specity)

Builder/Architect

Specific dates 5, 1825 Unknown .. ... .

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located along a developing but still largely rural stretch of Mountain Road in
north central Henrico County, Walkerton is one of the largest and best-preserved
antebellum taverns in central Virginia. Built in 1825 for John Walker or one of his
heirs, it served travelers along the Mountain Road, once a major route between Richmond
and the western Piedmont. Stagecoaches stopped there regularly before the Civil War,
and as late as 1900 a large carriage shed and stable accommodating twenty horses stood
in the backyard. Having served as a private dwelling for over a century, the tavern
is a 2%-story brick structure with early wooden porches on three sides. The house
contains several unusual architectural features, 1including two separate three-story
stairways (a public one for guests and a private one for family and servants), a rare
original enclosed service porch, and a unique hinged, swinging wooden partition that
allowed one of the upstairs rooms to be enlarged into a ballroom. Four early outbuildings
remain in the backyard, including a detached servants' quarters and smokehouse. Set
in a handsome yard with towering shade trees, the house at Walkerton is an excellent
example of an antebellum tavern, illustrating an important aspect of social and economic
life in 19th-century Virginia.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Like other Virginia taverns, Walkerton no doubt served both as a place where
travelers could eat and spend the night, and as a place where local farmers and other
residents could meet, converse and drink. Taverns——which functioned as their owners'
dwellings as well as their source of livelihood--were by default the primary social
and service centers in a region lacking towns and wvillages. Besides serving as
lodging, eating and drinking places, taverns often functioned as polling stations,
post offices, marketplaces, and political gathering grounds.

Taverns were common elements of the antebellum Virginia landscape; indeed, in the
western half of Henrico County alone, thirteen tavern licenses were taken out in 1829,
Some stood along major highways and turnpikes, but most bordered less traveled roads.
They wvaried greatly in size, ranging from humble one-story log or frame buildings to
substantial structures like Walkerton, with specialized faciliries and architectural
features. (A typical tavern in early 19th century Henrico was 0ld Ordinary, near
Dutch Gap, a single-story frame structure measuring only 32' x 26', according to an
1816 insurance policy.) Of the scores of dwellings known to have been once used as
taverns in the county--including Chickahominy Tavern, Eight-Mile Tavern (Whiteside),
Highland Springs Tavern, Short Pump Tavern, White's Tavern, Whichello, and Yellow
Tavern--only Walkerton, Whiteside, and Whichello remain today. Moreover, Walkerton is
both the largest and the only brick structure among this group of recorded Henrico
taverns, and its distinctive architectural features——including porches, stairways,
outbuildings and moveable partition--set it aside from most other surviving antebellum

taverns in Virginia. (See Continuation Sheet #4)



























