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p. QESCRIPTION 
I -T'-- (Check One) 1 

The f lood  marker i s  an  o b e l i s k ,  e igh teen  f e e t  h igh  and s i x  f e e t  
square  a t  t h e  base ,  cons t ruc t ed  of b r i c k  and faced w i t h  cement. 
There a r e  t h ree  i n s c r i p t i o n s  appearing on the base of t h e  marker. 

Good a Fair n O.~.r$orot.d Ruins U Un..po..d 
CONDITION -- 

(Check One1 

O Altered Unalte..d 

The foundat ion of  t h i s  p i l l a r  was l a i d  i n  t he  
ca lami tous  yea r ,  1771, when a l l  t h e  g r e a t  Rivers 
of  t h i s  count ry  were swept by inundat ions never 
be fo re  experienced which changed the  f a c e  of  
Nature and l e f t  t r a c e s  of  t h e i r  v io l ence  which 
w i l l  l a s t  f o r  Ages. 

(Check One) 

n M0v.d gJ 0.iginol S i t .  

I That on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  r eads :  

The i n s c r i p t i o n  on the sou th  s i d e  reads:  

( I f  mown) P H Y S l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

I 

I n  t he  yea r  1772, t h i s  monument was r a i s e d  t o  
t h e  memory of  t h e  f i r s t  Richard and Jane Randolph 
of C u r l s ,  by t h e i r  t h i r d  son,  t o  whose p a t e r n a l  
a f f e c t i o n  Indus t ry  and Oeconomy, h e  was indebted,  
f o r  t h e i r  t enderness  - in  Infancy;  a Good Education 
i n  Youth; and ample fo r tune  i n  Mature age. 

I The wes t  s i d e  d i s p l a y s  an  unf in ished  poem. 
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S T A T E U E N T  O F  51CNIFICANCE 

On May 27, 1771, there occurred a t e r r i b l e  flood, resul t ing from 
ten to  twelve days of heavy rains  f a l l i n g  i n  the cen t ra l  Blue 
Ridge Mountains and swelling the r ivers  that  drained t h i s  area  - 
the James, the Rappahannock, and the Roanoke, i n  par t icular .  
I t  was Virginia's worot natural  d i s a s t e r  up to  that  time. Tradition 
has i t  tha t  the monument a t  Turkey Island, erected by Ryland 
Randolph as  a memorial t o  h i s  parents, marks the highest point 
reached by the flood waters i n  that  v i c in i ty  - a locat ion that  
i s  some for ty-f ive f ee t  above the normal level  of the r iver .  
The inscr ip t ion  on the monument, however, does not make t h i s  
claim. 
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As the designated State I.iaison Officer for the Ne- 

tional Historic preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  1 . a ~  

89465). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

0 

1 hereby certify thst this property is included in the 

Nat ia ta l  Register. 

in  the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procehrres s e t  

forth by the Nat ionsi  Perk Service. The tpcommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National C] State a Local (-1 

D r .  Edward P. Alexander, ~ h a i r n # n  I 
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