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The flood marker is an obelisk, eighteen feet high and six feet
square at the base, constructed of brick and faced with cement.
There are three inscriptions appearing on the base of the marker.

That on the east side reads:

The foundation of this pillar was laid in the
calamitous year, 1771, when all the great Rivers
of this country were swept by inundations never
before experienced which changed the face of
Nature and left traces of their violence which
will last for Ages.

The inscription on the south side reads:

In the year 1772, this monument was raised to

the memory of the first Richard and Jane Randolph
of Curls, by their third son, to whose paternal
affection Industry and Oeconomy, he was indebted,
for their tenderness -in Infancy; a Good Education
in Youth; and ample fortune in Mature age.

The wegt side displays an unfinished poem.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On May 27, 1771, there occurred a terrible flood, resulting from
ten to twelve days of heavy rains falling in the central Blue
Ridge Mountains and swelling the rivers that drained this area -
the James, the Rappahannock, and the Roanoke, in particular.

It was Virginia's worst natural disaster up to that time. Tradition
has it that the monument at Turkey Island, erected by Ryland
Randolph as a memorial to his parents, marks the highest point
reached by the flood waters in that vicinity - a location that
is some forty-five feet above the normal level of the river.

The inscription on the monument, however, does not make this
claimu
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclus ion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Nationa! Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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