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Begun in the late-eighteenth century as a frame two-story, side-
hall-plan farmhouse, Tree Hill grew with the Selden and Roane family
fortunes until by the mid-nineteenth century the original house had
evolved into a double-pile, center-hall plan Greek Revival plantation seat.
As it stands today, the house is an impressive two-story plantation house
with early one-story wings and a modern two-story tetrastyle portico. The
house commands a magnificent view of the James River bottom lands and the
Richmond skyline.

Characterized by its shallow gable roof and subdued Greek Revival
ornament, the exterior of Tree Hill is sheathed with beaded weatherboard,
While all the windows have sliding sash with six-~over-six lights, the i
windows in the earliest or north side of tho house retain Federsl period
architraves while those in the Greek Revival portion of the building have
flat unmoulded trim typical of the mid-nineteenth century. The semi-exterigr
chimneys on the Greek Revival section are original; however, those on the
house's earliest section have been rebuilt.

The foundations of Tres Hill reveal the structural sequence ol the
house from its original form to its present appearance, Begus as a side-
hall plan farmhouse with English bond foundations, the house was altered
and enlarged ian the late-eighteenth century into a center-hall-plan
structure with a one-story wing at either end, The basis for this
conclusion is borne out by the shift in the masonry to 2 tcoulused mixture
of Flemisn bond &nG TWO-2Ne CNTEE~-COUTSEe Americail Do, curcirey evideoes
substantiating the growth of the house te this plan is found in Mutual
Assurance Society poliey ilo., 190 issued to Miles Selden in 1796 and insurip
a house shown as being 42 Feet by 20 feet "built of wood and coverad with
wood,’ two-stories in elevation with frame one-story wings approximately
16 feet by 20 feet. In the mid-nineteenth century the main house was
expanded again, this time inte z double-zile center-hall plan structure on
brick foundations laid in well-executed five-course American bond., More
mocern additions have includad the two=-story portico, the ezpansion of the
one-story wings as noted in the breaks in original foundation masonry and
the extensive reworking of certain portions of the exterior brickwerk on
the north wall foundatiocns. .

The interiors of Tree Hill reflect a successicn of nineieenth-
century styles. The first floor interior trim ranges from Greek Revival
mantels in the southwest and northeast rooms to a fine 1850's period merble
mantel in the southeast room. The mantel in the northwest room reflects
the still later mode of Georgian Revival orncment with its exaggerated
mouldings and paired pilasters. The hallwayv possesses a fine mid~nineteenth-
century stairway and a Greek Revival plaster ceiling medallion with a
flower petal wmotif, The earliest extant woodwerk in the house is a fine
early-nineteenth-century cellar stair with simple rail and newel and two
unturned balusters per tread, Also in the cellar are two raised-panel doorg,
one of which has been moved to its present location and hung upside down.

Of additional significance are the two early outbuildings in the
yard at Tree Hill. The frame building to the northeast of the main house
may be the quarter kitchen described on the Mutual Assurance Policy of 1798
This small one-story building with a loft originally had a one-story wing
at either end although the south wing has been destroyed. The kitchen re-
tains a number of important features including early-raised panel shutters,
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interior battened doors and a comparatively late jerkin head or clipped gable
roof. In the northwest corner of the yard is a fine early smokehouse.
Although the original piers for the smokehouse have been replaced with later
brick footings and the exterior has been largely reweatherboarded, some of the
original weatherboard remaing just under the simple box cornice.
the smokehouse's exceptionally well-executed diagonally battened door,

studded with clenched rose head nails and hung on a set of three
To the immediate south of the smokehouse are the

iron strap hinges.
of a large brick lined ice cistern,
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