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1 Name 

historic Laurel Industrial School Historic District (DHL File t43-292) 

2. Location 
North and south sides of Hungary Road, west of 

street (L number i t s  ~ m e r q ~ r t i n n  w ~ t h  nlrl S t a p l e =   ill pn2r l  N h  not for publication 

city, town Laurel X vicinity of 

State Virginia code 51 county up,,,i r n  code 087 

3. Classification 
Cyir"9OW Ownership Status Preamnt Use 
-district - public X occupied - agriculture - museum 
- building(s) 2 private X unoccupied -commercial - park 
-structure -both 1L work in progress -educational H private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process &yes: restricted -government - scientific 

- being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial -transportation 

N/A - no - military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mu1 tiple ownership 

street (L number N/ A 

city, town N/A A/Avicinity of state N/A 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry 01 deeds, etc. Henrico County Courthouse 

street (L number Parham and~un~ary S n r i n p  d -- 

city, town Richmond state V i r o .  . 
- 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Division of Historic Landmarks 

title Survey File #43-292 has this propem been determined eligible? -yes X no 

date 1984 -federal X state - county - local -- 
Division of Historic Landmarks 

deposltOry for survey records 22 1 Governor St relt 

city, town Richmond state Vireinia - 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered -L original site 
1L good - ruins A altered - moved date Nb. 
_g fair - unexposed 

Describ. the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The group of buildings comprising the Laurel Industrial School Historic District, located 
about eight miles north of Richmond in Henrico County, includes a significant Romanesque 
Revival-Victorian school building surrounded by a selection of buildings typical of turn- 
of-the-century domestic styles - pyramidal, Georgian Revival, and gable-front types, as 
well as some unique variations. This six-acre community at the intersection of Hungary 
and Old Staples Mill roads is the nucleus of what was a 175-acre farm and industrial school. 
The quiet, rural atmosphere has remained almost completely unchanged for the past eighty 
years. The district includes five contributing buildings and one noncontributing building. 

The Robert Siiles Building or Main Building of the Laurel Industrial School is a massive, 
two-story structure constructed of red brick and a hipped slate roof that features fourteen 
chimneys. The interior plans are extremely simple and comprise about 14,700 square feet. 
The site, located at 2900 Hungary Drive, is in excellent condition and is presently in 
the process of restoration for conversion to office and warehouse space. 

Built about 1894-96, the seven-part facade is dominated on the east, original 
front, by a projecting, pedimented pavilion. Typical of a sizable public institution 
of the era, the entrance is on a raised first floor, reminiscent of the piano nobile ideal. 
The exterior style is simple - probably owing to the Laurel Industrial Schools's limited 
budget - but features excellent Romanesque Revival and domestic Victorian features. The 
east facade, no longer the front of the building, features a central doorway with half- 
round window, framed in wood molding. This is covered by a cantilevered wooden hood, a 
paired set of large, second-story arched windows, and under the cornice, a trio of 
decorative Romanesque wooden arches. The second-story windows in the pavilion still 
have intact a fence-like grill that dates from the time of the industrial school. 

The flanking portions of the building - as well as the rear and side facades - are regulated 
by non-protruding pedimented forms demarked by brick pilasters that extend down from 
the eave to the second-story beltcourse. Two of the three beltcourses are of vertically-laid 
brick that emphasize the weightiness of the Main Building. On the second floor the 
beltcourse also serves as archivolt trim around the window frames. Each of the beltcourses 
and segmental arches is all rubbed brick. All the windows are sash; on the first floor 
four-over-four with a segmental-arch transom atop; on the second floor, four-over-four lights 
set in a Romanesque lancet pattern. The fenestration on the first floor features brick, 
segmental arches that intersect the middle beltcourse, this one narrow, of horizontally 
placed bricks. 

The south facade (facing Hungary Road) was altered shortly after the school was sold in 
the 1930s to accommodate a retail business. At this time the six windows were removed 
and a central doorway with a rectangular transom and flanking storefront windows were 
installed. 

The interior of the Main Building is austere with some very unique constructive elements. 
Within the central pavilion form is the hall and stairway to the second floor. On the 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
1L 1800-1899 
2 . 1 9 0 0 -  

Areas of S ign i f i cancecheck  and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . - community planning . - .. landscape architecture.-.. religion 
archeology-historic . . _  conservation law science 

_ agriculture _-economics literature . - sculpture 
architecture education military .& social1 
art . - engineering _-- music humanitarian 
commerce explorationlsettlement philosophy .-theater 

-. communications . industry x- politicslgovernment - transpotlation 
. .- invenlion - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1897-1 905 BuilderIArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The complex of buildings that comprise the Laurel Industrial School preserves not only 
an interesting range of domestic turn-of-the-century building types and styles, but. also 
the character of a small neighborhood that originated with the school's founding under 
the auspices of the Prison Association of virginia:;1892. The Association, a group of 
private citizens who sought to reformthc state's penal system, especially Virginia's 
treatment of juvenile offenders, established the complex as a self-supporting model industria 
reformatory for boys. While privately owned and administered, the school served as an 
extension of state government, receiving state appropriations until the Commonwealth took 
control of the property in 1920. In 1932, the state closed the Laurel facility and moved 
the school to Goochland County. About three hundred boys lived at the school at any one 
time. After attending classes three hours each day, the inmates either occupied themselves 
at chores in the school's garden, dairy barn, or grain fields, or worked in the tailor 
or blacksmith shop. Most of the original school buildings at Laurel are still standing 
including the school's first dormitory and the school infirmary; school teachers' dwelling, 
and officers' quarters (all now private residences). The Superintendent's spacious Georgian- 
Revival house is said to have been built by the boys themselves, with only one professional 
builder to guide their activity. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Laurel, which originally included a railway station and until just recently one of the 
last privately operated U.S. post offices, was first known as Hungary Station. After the 
Civil War it came to he called Jenningsville, presumably after the Jennings family who 
owned large tracts of land there. The grave site of one of the Jennings clan is, in fact, 
situated rather awkwardly in the center of a large, gravel parking area behind the Main 
Building. After the turn of the century, the post office was renamed "School, Virginia," 
after the community's dominant institution, the Laurel Industrial School. In 1920 the 
school was transferred into state hands and about twelve years later moved to Goochland. 
The various buildings were sold to local residents and became private dwellings; Main 
Building became a store. About the time the school departed, residents supported renaming 
the community Laurel in recognition of the number of laurel trees in the area. 

The complex known as the Laurel Industrial School is located about eight miles north of 
Richmond at the intersection of Hungary and Old Staples Mill roads in Laurel, Henrico 
County. The area of approximately six acres served as the nucleus of the model 
reform/industrial school established by the Prison Association of Virginia, in opposition 
to the contemporary and harsh penal practices they deemed inappropriate for minors. The 
objectives of the Prison Association, which was officially chartered in 1890, were 
outlined in its constitution: 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 






















