7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X_ excellent — deteriorated __X unaltered _X_ original site N/A
- - good —— ruins — altered — moved date

— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Stoneleigh is set on a small hill overlooking the hilly countryside that encompasses
Stanleytown and Basset Forks, two neighboring commmities. The 2%-story, stone-and-brick
-residence was built in 1929-31 in the Tudor Revival style after the plans of Leland McBroam
of the architectural firm of Tinsley and McBroom of Des Moines, Iowa. The original gardens
were plammed by E.S. Draper, landscape architect of Charlotte, N.C.; in 1961 they were exten-
sively redesigned by Charles Gillette, a Richmond landscape architect.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Entrance to the fifty-six-acre estate is provided by a long drive that leads to a stone-
and-brick paved circle in front of the Tudor Revival-style residence. The circle echoes the
materials used to construct the house, also built of stone and brick and covered with a com-
Plementing red and gray slate roof. The facade (north) is divided into a three-bay center
section with flanking wings of two bays. The main section contains a projecting entrance
pavilion and abutting dining rocm bay. The main entrance consists of a stone-carved, Georgian-
style deorway with a broken pediment. The carved multi-paneled door is framed by a simple
molded architrave flanked by fluted pilasters with carved foliated capitals. Secondary en-
trances are found on the south, west, and east elevations and consist of carved and multi-
paneled doors framed by simple architrave trim. The entrance on the east elevation is shel-
tered by a l%-story stone porch covered by a gable roof. All the windows have casament sash;
the smaller windows have diamond panes. The most comanding window is found above the main
entrance and is divided into twelve parts. Its primary function is to light the stair hall.
A half-round bay window is found on the first story of the rear elevation. Bricks laid as
blind arches articulate window openings on the front and rear of the house. A four-bay
garage is attached to the main house. The li-story structure is covered by a gable roof with
red and gray shingles.

Stoneleigh has an asymmetrical plan. The house is divided by the stair hall that runs
north and south. The main, open-well stair ascends to the second floor. The closed-string
stair has a carved square newel, turned balusters, and a paneled spandrel. A landing breaks
the stair ascent between the first and second floors. The hall is paneled with square panels
that rum wp to the stair landing. The hall above the stair has an exposed truss ceiling.

The doorway on the south wall leading to the gallery is very finely carved; the gallery is
paneled. The living room is the largest room in the house and measures 20' x 40'. The romm's
focal point is the carved stone mantel. The east wall is paneled, and the ceiling has exposed
timber beams. The library's west wall is paneled and has a stone architrave for the fireplace
opening. The north and east walls have built-in bookcases that currently display Governor
Stanley memorabilia. The ceiling is vaulted. The dining roan and breakfast roams are more
Georgian in feeling and have painted woodwork. A modillion cornice runs the perimeter of

the dining room. A portrait of Mrs. Stanley remains in place in the fireplace overmantel.

The butler's pantry and kitchen retain their original cabinets and fixtures. A lateral hall
used as a gallery serves to comect the more formal rooms to the service area. With the
exception of the second-floor sitting room, which is embellished with a plaster cornice and
Federal-style mantel, the second floor bedrooms are stark. Original bathroom fixtures and
light fixtures have survived; the linen hall retains its original cupboards. Servants' bed-
roans are found above the garage.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)



E Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistaric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning __"_landscape architecture ___ religion

—— 14001499 ____ archeology-historic — conservation — law — . stience

— 1500-1599 ___ agriculture — ecohomics — literature __ sculpture

__1600-1699 _X_ architecture __ . education ____ military ___ social/

— 1700-1799 ___ art — engineering — music humanitarian

—1800-1899 ___ commerce — expioration/settlement ____ philosophy —— theater *

X 1900- ____ communications _ industry _X_ politics/lgovernment  ____. transportation
-— invention — other (specify)

Specific dates 1929-1931 Builder/Architect Tinsley & McBroom, Architects; E.S. Draper,

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) C. Glllette, Landscape Architects

S'IIATEMEFEI‘ OF SIGNIFICANCE

Stoneleigh is significant both as a distinguished example of the Tudor Revival style
and as the former residence of Virginia Governor Thomas B. Stanley. The house was built
in 1929-31 on a small hill amidst the rolling countryside of Henry County after the plans
of Leland McBrocm of the firm of Tinsley and McBroom of Des Moines, Iowa. Because of its
antiquarian and English flavor, the Tudor style achieved considerable popularity in Vir-
ginia during the 1920s and early 30s, appealing especially to the wealthy classes seeking
an established prosperous look for their dwellings. A pioneer furniture manufacturer,
Thomas B. Stanley organized the Vaughan-Bassett Furniture Company before starting his own
furmiture factory at what is now Stanleytown in 1924. The completion of Stoneleigh signaled
the end of Stanley's active business career and his entrance into the state political arena.
From his position as a delegate in the General Assembly, Stanley rose through the ranks of
the state Democratic party organization to beccme Speaker of the House of Delegates, a
U.S. Congressman, and finally Governor of Virginia from 1954-58. The gardens at Stoneleigh,
designed by E.S. Draper of North Carolina and later reworked by Cahrles Gillette of Rich-
mond, are a tribute to the gardening efforts of Stanley's wife, the former Amme Pocahontas
Bassett. In 1980 the house, gardens, and fifty-six acres of land were given to Ferrum
College by the Stanley children for use as a educational and cultural center.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

During the first quarter of the 20th century, Americans developed an abiding fascina-
tion with the damestic architecture of England's Tudor and Stuart periods. This interest
followed the popular Queen Amme style of the 1870s and 1880s and the Colonial Revival style
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Like the earlier Gothic Revival ecclesiastical
architecture of the 1850s, the Tudor Revival tended to become archaeological in the extreme
with some Tudor buildings actually incorporating English building parts of the 15th and
16th centuries. The style proved especially popular in Virginia, where it reflected a re-
newed appreciation for the values and heritage of 'Anglo-Saxon'* society, evidenced by the
multiplication of patriotic and genealogical societies.

The Stanley House is indicative of the direction that the state's more affluvent
residential architecture took by the late 1920s and early 1930s. The house is set on a
small hill ocutside of the conmmities of Bassett Fork and Stanleytown. The relative iso-
lation of the residence on a large tract of land enabled its builders to develop a personal
fiefdom comprised of extensive landscaped yards, gardens, and a full working farm. The
. house itself has fine Tudor- and Stuart-style detailing on both its interior and exterior,
certainly suggestive of the period that its builders wished to evoke.

(See Contimuation Sheet #1)




















