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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Joseph Jordan House, known in the 19th century as Jordan's or Boykins Quarter and
in the 20th century as the Hattie Barlow Moody Farm, is a 150-acre tract set in swampy
Isle of Wight County not far from the Blackwater River. The original house is a story-
and-a-half frame building with brick ends. A later one-room, two-story frame addition
stands at the north end, and a one-cell kitchen ell extends to the rear (west). The
original section is three bays long and is clad with original beaded weatherboards on the
front and later plain weatherboards on the rear. The sash on the front are 4/4 replacea-
ments of the original 9/9 sash; the latter survive on the rear.

The brick ends are laid in Flemish bond with rodded joints, a single glazed chevron
following the gable, and queen closers. Each end has a deep rake and a brick chimney
projecting equidistantly on the exterior and the interior. The chimneys have tiled -
weatherings set well below the eaves line and tall, partially engaged stacks with heavy
corbelled caps. The house is covered with a gable roof with a box cornice. Of especial
note are the clerestory windows which illuminate the second story. .These run most of the
length of the house and are comprised of four continuous sash, two lights high and eight
lights long. They are set into a long shed which meets the main roof at the ridge.

This feature, known as a trapdoor monitor, is an early alteration. Originally the upper
story was lit by a pair of four-light casement windows in each gable.

The north wing is a two-story, one-bay structure covered by a front-facing gable roof
with deep returned eaves. Lit by 2/2 sash flanked by louvered blinds, the structure stands
on brick piers. At the same time this wing was erected, a hip-roofed hexastyle porch
with chamfered posts having a neck band about one-third of the distance from the top was
built to connect the two portions visually. The result was to create a house similar to
many being built in the area at the time~-a one~ and a two-story section joined in an L~
plan with their gables at right angles.

At the rear is a square, one-story frame kitchen connected to the rest of the house
by an open porch. These kitchens were commonly built on local houses of all sizes in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries.

The plan of the original section of the Jordan House is the traditional hall-parlor
arrangement, with a large hall to the north and a smaller parlor or chamber to the south.
The plan is repeated in the second story and in the full cellar, which is accessible
through an original entrance at the north gable end.

Decoration in the old house is minimal. In the hall, a plain chair rail encircles
the room which is distinguished chiefly by its raised-panel mantel and closed-string
stair. The mantel consists of a pair of long rectangular panels on each side and on the
top with a small square panel in each corner. The whole is surmounted by a molded cornice
which serves as a shelf. It is unusually delicate for a mantel of this type and age.

The L-plan stair rises in the northwest corner of the hall, to the left of the fireplace,
and has a square newel with a ball finial, a molded rail, and urn—-and-ball balusters.

The spandrel of both runs is made of flush boarding embellished with molded diagonal
battens. Under the stair, set at an angle between the lower run and the fireplace, is

a four-panel, raised-panel closet door hung on HL hinges. The parlor features a mantel
which is 51m11ar to that in the hall and wainscoting with Victorian graining encirecling

the room.
(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Joseph Jordan House, a small br:.ck-and-frame farmhouse with distinctive

architectural detalllng, is a well-preserved example of ‘a moderate-sized plantation house
of the late 18th century in southeastern Virginia. It is one of the largest and most
striking of an important group of architecturally related houses in the Blackwater River
area where Surry, Southampton and Isle of Wight counties meet.  -These houses represent the
first flush of prosperity for the small planters who settled the area. The later additions
on the house, the outbuildings, and the 150-acre tract 1tse1f complete the plcture of a

typical 19th-century farmstead of the region.

The Jordans, a Quaker family, appear in the earliest land tax records of Isle of
Wight County in 1782, when William Jordan was charged with 558 acres of land (the site
of the present house) and his son Joseph owned 1200 acres. After the father's death ca.
1788, the son owned approximately 1900 acres including these tracts. Joseph Jordan died
soon thereafter. Hig will, recorded in 1795, directs that his wife "compleat my
dwelling house . . . and mill seat." It seems certain from architectural evidence that the

present house is the same as that in the 1795 reference.

The Blackwater River area south of the James was settled at an early date by planters

of lesser means than those who settled nearer the James River. . A remarkable group of

. small houses, many inscribed with dates, suggests that these men experienced a dramatic
upswing in their fortunes around the time of the Revolution. Presumably, these settlers
originally occupied rude post-supported dwellings, but by the post-Revolutionary period
they were able to provide for themselves more substantial houses on masonry foundations,
as this group of one- and two-cell houses testifies. 2all of these bnildings show a myriad
of architectural similarities; many bear dates which affirm those connections and suggest
a pride of achievement which reinforces the idea that their prosperity was very recent.
The Joseph Jordan House is one of the latest and largest of these. Its brick ends and
hall-parlor plan with the astairs in the corner by the chimney, rather than on the central
partition {(a more common arrangement), connect it with the Britt House which stands in
Scuthampton County, about a mile from the Jordan House. The balusters at the Jordan House
also resemble those at the Britt House; the stair at the latter is in turn a duplicate of
that at the nearby George Holmes House, which is dated 1784. The Jordan House semi-
exterior end chimmeys are similar in workmanship and form to one at the Britt House and
bear a strong resemblance to those at the frame, hall-parlor Hunniford House and the one-
room frame Maynard House, both close by in Surry County. In short, the Jordan House fits
neatly into the geographically and chronologically close-knit group which ranges in gize
from the one-cell or one-cell-and-lean-to houses through the hall-parlor dwellings, with a
single two-story hall-parlor house, respectively, the more common and most elaborate of
the group.

By 1812 William J. Boykin had purchased the property from Joseph Jordan's widow. A
large landholder in the area, Boykin built a substantial plantation house called Straw-
berry Plains in the vicinity of the Jordan House before his death in 1824. As a result,

) | (See Continuation Sheet #1)


















