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Verbal Boundary Deacrlptlon 

The boundary of the William Scott Farmstead is shown as the solid line around Lot #2 on 
the accompanying map entitled "Survey of the Property of the J. Goode Roberts Estate" 
and dated March 14, 1984. 
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Boundary Justlflcatlon 
The William Scott Farmstead nomination consists of three-and-one-quarter acres with 
legally recorded boundaries that represent the portion of the estate conveyed to Thomas 
J. Wright, 111 and Peggy P. Wright by deed dated March 26, 1987. This lot is the domestic 
core of the original William Scott estate and consists of the eighteenth-century house 
and contributing nineteenth-century farm buildings. Other portions of the original estate 
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century. The original section was laid in Flemish bond brick with 
regular glazed headers, gauged brick jack arches, rubbed brick corners 
and window surrounds, and a beveled water table. The second story 
section was also laid in Flemish bond pattern but without the decorative 
features on the first story, except for the gauged brick jack arches. 
The bricks are not uniform in size, ranging in thickness from two to two- 
and-one-half inches, and in length from eight to nine inches. All are 
approximately four inches deep. There are also several variations in 
brick color throughout the house, suggesting that work was done in 
various stages or different periods of brick manufacture. 

The windows and doors have thick wooden sills and frames, as do the four 
fixed-sash wooden windows of the raised basement. The first story of the 
facade is pierced by symmetrically arranged six-over-six double-hung sash 
windows. The first story of the north and south elevations, and the 
second story of the east and west elevations have smaller four-over-four 
double-hung sash windows. The diminished dimensions of the second story 
windows increase the appearance of verticality in the building. There 
are no windows on the second story of the north and south elevations. 

The gable roof of the building is covered with stamped sheet-metal 
shingles. The cornice, which returns at the gable ends, is decorated 
with wooden modillions attached to a plain soffit. The fascia is an 
unadorned plank topped with a crown molding. The interior-end chimney 
caps are molded half-round bricks. The chimneys have a stepped profile 
that is parallel to and approximately eight inches above the two planes 
of the present roof line. This indicates that the roof structure has 
been replaced and the present roof pitch is lower than the second-period 
roof pitch. 

The present entrance porch on the facade appears to have been built in 
the mid-nineteenth century. It is set on a solid brick foundation that 
supports a wooden plank floor, a pair of built-in wooden benches, and two 
wooden fluted columns in the Doric order. The columns are solid sixteen- 
inch-round wooden posts that have been carved to appear fluted. The one- 
story porch has a standing-seam sheet-metal-covered hipped roof above a 
full entablature. The main entrance has a pair of doors, with glass 
replacing the original wooden panels, surmounted by a six-pane glazed 
transom. There are no storm doors here, but all of the windows of the 
house have aluminum-framed storm windows. 

The raised basement, entered through a bulkhead on the west elevation, 
has only six feet of headroom and a concrete floor laid over brick. On 
the south wall of the cellar is a large chimney with a segmental-arched 
firebox that has been bricked in, but shows evidence of having been the 
householdls early or original kitchen fireplace. There is also a 
mortise-and-tenoned frame hung from the first-floor joists by wooden 
dowels, near the south chimney. This frame appears to have supported a 
fan to help cool the area. In the north end of the cellar is a frame 
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enclosure, approximately eight feet square, with a large, plain batten 
door secured by a wooden padlock. 

The first floor of the Scott House has a ten-foot ceiling height, and 
original, six-panel, raised-panel doors opening into each room. All of 
the walls and ceilings of the first floor have been replastered by the 
present owner. The passage has original pine flooring running east-west, 
with baseboards, beaded door trim, and chairrails in the Federal style, 
and modern wood crown molding with a profile but no carving. 

The south room is the most ornate, with original pine flooring running 
north-south, baseboards, and door and window trim in the Federal style, 
thirty-four-inch-tall raised dado panels above the baseboards, and a 
recent wood crown molding that is embossed but not carved. The original 
fireplace has been replaced by a modern firebox that is much smaller than 
the original. The present owner has replaced the original mantel with an 
elaborate mantel taken from another house. An original closet on the 
east side of this chimney also has been removed by the present owner. 

The north room has original pine flooring running north-south, 
baseboards, door and window trim, and chairrails in the Federal style. 
The walls below the chairrail are painted and above it they are covered 
with wallpaper, and topped with a modern wood crown molding with a 
profile but no carving. The chimney has a painted Federal-style mantel. 
An unusual feature of this room is the thirty-eight-and-one-half-inch- 
wide, six-panel, wooden door located in the northwest corner. 

The second-floor plan is identical to the plan of the first floor. The 
stairs leading to the second floor are located on the north wall of the 
passage and its spandrel is ornamented with raised panels. The closed 
stringer stairs have painted risers, varnished pine treads, and turned 
newel posts and balusters. The floors of the second story are pine, and 
the rooms have painted baseboards, walls, and ceilings. These floors do 
not have chairrail or crown molding. The south room of the second floor 
has a small fireplace with a Federal mantel. The north room has no 
fireplace but there is a flue attachment for a stove. 

In the southwest corner of the south room is a door that opens to reveal 
an early winder staircase leading to the attic. This feature allows easy 
access to the attic and the roof structural system. The roof is framed 
with hewn pine rafters that are mortised, tenoned, pegged, and set on 
twenty-four inch centers. The rafters have half-lapped collar beams, and 
Roman numerals carved into the sides of each rafter. The ends of the 
rafters are set on a false plate which rests on the ends of the ceiling 
joists that protrude past the plane of the wall and carry the exterior 
cornice. The roofing boards are cut with a bevel on each edge and laid 
so that they fit snugly against each other. The sheathing boards are 
also beveled where they butt each other end to end. hYo four-paned 
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fixed-sash wooden windows flank the chimneys on both gable ends. Some of 
the attic floor boards are twenty-five feet in length and six inches 
wide. 

A mid-to-late-nineteenth-century frame addition is attached to the rear 
elevation of the Scott House. This shed-roofed addition is one story in 
height, except for a two-story, gable-roofed, central pavilion. There is 
also a wooden, one-story, hip-roofed porch. The entire extension is 
covered with a standing-seam sheet-metal roof, except for the twoLstory 
pavilion, which has a stamped, sheet-metal shingle roof covering. Both 
portions of this addition are clad in painted weatherboards. Both wings 
of this extension have chimneys laid in irregular common-bond brickwork. 
These chimneys have a second upper shoulder, apparently created for 
decoration only, as there is no evidence of alteration or of a loft-level 
firebox. In the southern half of the addition there is one six-over-six 
and one nine-over-nine double-hung sash window on the west wall, and two 
four-over-four double-hung sash windows on the south wall flanking the 
chimney. The north portion of the addition has two six-over-six double- 
hung sash windows on the west wall, and a chimney laid in irregular 
common-bond brickwork. The interior floor plan of this addition 
continues the central-passage plan of the original structure, and has a 
bathroom that has been added in the southwest corner of the passage. The 
south room of the extension is a family room with a small fireplace and a 
varnished pine mantel. The north room of the extension has been 
remodelled as a modern kitchen. North of the kitchen is a late 
nineteenth-century mudroom with nine-over-nine double-hung sash windows 
on each of the three exterior walls. There is also a three-panel, four- 
light door leading to an L-shaped, hip-roofed wooden porch. 

Slightly south and west of the house is a wood framed smokehouse. It 
measures twelve feet by ten feet, with beaded weatherboarding on the 
north wall and plain weatherboarding on the other three walls. It is set 
on concrete block piers, which replace the original brick footings. It 
has only one opening, a beaded board-and-batten door set in the west 
corner of the north facade. It has a gable roof covered with round-butt 
wooden shingles. The cornice has only a plain fascia board with no 
soffit. The building is in fair condition. 

Immediately north and slightly west of the house is a kitchen dependency 
measuring twenty feet by sixteen feet. It is a one-story, two-bay, 
gable-roofed, wooden building, probably built in the early nineteenth 
century. It is set on a solid brick foundation and has a wood frame clad 
in weatherboarding. The north and south elevations each have a window 
with four-over-four double-hung sash and a beaded batten door. The east 
elevation has a four-pane fixed-sash window set in the gable. The west 
elevation has a massive exterior end chimney laid in five-course common- 
bond brickwork. The firebox on the inside is six feet eight inches wide, 
five feet high, and two inches deep. The first floor ceiling and walls 
are blackened from use as a kitchen. There is an open-stringer staircase 

I 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 4 

on the east wall that leads to a loft area. The roof structural system 
is an exact duplicate of that of the main house, with rafters set on a 
false plate that rests on ceiling joists protruding from the wall to 
carry the fascia board. The rafters are mortised, tenoned, and pegged, 
with collar beams half-lapped and nailed to them. The spaced sheathing 
boards carry a sheet-metal roof, which is a twentieth-century replacement 
of an earlier covering. This building is in good condition. 

Immediately north and slightly east of the main house is a slave or 
servantsr quarter, measuring thirty-two feet by eighteen feet, probably 
built in the mid-to-late nineteenth century. It is a one-story, three- 
bay, gable-roofed wooden frame building set on brick piers, and is clad 
in unbeaded weatherboarding. It has exterior-end chimneys on the north 
and south elevations laid in five-course common-bond brickwork. The east 
and west elevations have six-over-nine double-hung sash windows 
symmetrically arranged on either side of central doorways. Each entrance 
is fitted with an unbeaded batten door. The interior has a central- 
passage plan, but proportions suggest that it was probably a two-room 
plan in its original form. There is a steep open-stringer Staircase on 
the south wall of the central passage that leads to a loft. The roof 
structure is identical to that of the main house and the kitchen. The 
roof has spaced sheathing and is clad in sheet-metal that replaced an 
earlier covering. The attic has two four-pane fixed-sash windows 
flanking the chimneys on both gable ends. This building is also in good 
condition. 

Immediately north of the kitchen is a mid- to late-nineteenth-century 
saddle-notched log crib measuring eighteen feet by fourteen feet, with a 
projecting gable roof. The logs are round, and are set on an eight inch 
square wooden sill which is set on a new brick piers. There is one 
unbeaded board-and-batten door in the center of the east facade, and two 
small wooden doors in the east and west gables. One unique feature of 
this crib is that the flooring extends eighteen inches beyond the walls 
on the east and west ends. There is a ladder stair to the loft in the 
northeast corner of the crib. The roof structure is identical to that of 
the main house. The roof has spaced sheathing and is covered with a 
sheet-metal roof, which is a replacement of an earlier covering. This 
building is in very poor condition; many of the logs are rotting and 
falling out of place. 

Further north and east of the log crib is a frame, one-and-one-half- 
story, gable-roofed barn with shed additions on all four sides. The main 
sections of the barn measures thirty feet by twenty-four feet, with each 
of the additions extending ten feet. The main central section is wood 
frame construction set on brick piers laid in common-bond brickwork. 
This part is circular-sawn, down-braced, and joined with corner posts and 
studs mortised and tenoned into a large wooden sill and wall plate. It 
is covered with unbeaded weatherboarding. There are no openings in the 
east and west walls, only an unbeaded batten door on the south facade, 
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and small wooden doors in both the north and south gables. A ladder 
stair in the southwest corner leads to a loft. The rafters are set 
directly on the wall plate, and are mortised, tenoned, and pegged, with 
half-lapped collar beams, and Roman numerals carved into each of them. 
The spaced sheathing on the reafters is covered with sheet-metal on the 
east side and on the west side with round-butt wooded shingles, which are 
in very bad condition. The main framing of this barn is in good 
condition, but the stable extensions are deteriorating. There is a small 
tackroom, framed and covered with unbeaded weatherboarding, located on 
the southwest corner of the stable extensions. 

The kitchen dependency, the slave or servants' quarter, and the large 
barn form a rectangle, with the log crib in the middle of this group. 
These buildings are neatly grouped to form a cohesive, compact farmstead 
within one hundred and fifty feet of the mainhouse. This area is a 
generally flat, level site with open fields to the east, west, and north 
of the farmstead. There is no surviving evidence of an outhouse or dairy 
and there are many sections of the yard that may have been laid out as a 
garden at one time. 
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1. Dwelling Building contributing 

2. Servant's Quarter Building contributing 

3. Smokehouse Building contributing 

4 .  Kitchen Building contributing 

5. Barnistable Building contributing 

6. Corn crib Structure contributing 
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The next mention in surviving records of William Scott is in 1782, when 
he i~~identified as the owner of a three-hundred-and-fifty-acre tract of 
land. This substantial plantation, added to his other holdings, places 
William Scott in the top eight percent of county landowners. In that 
same year, William Scott paid taxes on fifteen black tjlaves, which placed 
him in the upper nine percent of county slaveholders. In 1783, however, 
William Scott owned no slaves at all; it appears that in a single abrupt 
event, he either freed, sold or stopped leasing them. The reason why 
Scott might have made such a drastic change in his economic life is 
suggested in 1786, when the estate of William Scott paid cash to I1Josiah 
Jowan for repairing meetinghouse.115 This passage helps to support the 
local oral tradition that Scott was a member of a small congregation of 
Quakers who gathered at a meetinghouse in the Windsor area of Isle of 
Wight County; the Society of Friends discouraged its members from using 
slave labor. 

William Scott died intestate in 1785, and a court-ordered appraisement of 
his estate made in April 1785 lists him as the owner 08 extensive 
household goods as well as livestock and farming implements. Between 
1787 and 1832, the property remained identified7in the Isle of Wight 
County Land Tax Records as the William Scott Estate. During this half- 
century, very little appears to have been done to the house or to 
the surrounding acreage. 

In March 1832 Nathaniel P. Philips, of Nasemond County, purchased the 
house and about three hundred and seventg-five acres from William Scott 
and his wife Ann, of Dinwiddie County. Since a full forty-seven years 
had passed since the death of Wihliam Scott the builder, this William 
Scott is probably his grandson. A portion of the Scott-to-Philips deed 
reads: "two certain tracts or parcels of land, situate lying and being in 
the County of Isle of Wight and state aforesaiqO the first tract known by 
the appelation of the Brick house plantati~n.~~ 

Nathaniel P. Philips maintained ownership until late 1834, whpf he sold 
the property to William W. Wright and his wife Mary Ann Wright. Their 
possession continued until 1839, 25 which time ownership passed to Dixon 
W. Kitchen, of Southampton County. 1t is during the subsequent fifty- 
year ownership of this property by D. W. Kitchen that the construction of 
most of the present farmstead took place. It is probably Kitchen who 
first raised the original brick house to two stories and then extended it 
by means of the framed rear additions. The smokehouse and kitchen 
dependency are most probably of antebellum construction, and construction 
of the detached kitchen represents the end of use of the original cellar 
kitchen in the main house. The slave or servants' quarter probably was 
constructed just before the Civil War, as most of the structural members 
are hewn or pit-sawn, although a few show circular saw marks. In 1850, 
D. W. Ifftchen was the owner of seven slaves; this may have been their 
abode. Further evolution of the farmstead is represented in the 
postbellum construction of the frame barn and the log crib. All of the 
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framing members of the large barn and it shed additions show evidence of 
circular saw marks. During the later years of D. W. Kitchen's ownership, 
the large frame addition was built onto the west elevation of the main 
house. This addition extends the full length of the main house, is laid 
out in the same central-passage plan of the main house, and represents 
altered use and circulation patterns of the interior. 

In December 1889, D. W. Kitchen sold his intygest in the property to John 
R. Kitchen and other Kitchen family members. Then in January 1893 John 
R. Kitchen sold IQe property to James A. Wilmore and his wife Mary, of 
New York City. This transaction was for three hundred and forty-five 
acres lying on both sides of the county road between Windsor and 
Barbour's Cross Road, Wilmore only held the property fpg two years, and 
in September 1895 he sold the property to W. E. Kitchen. 

Two months later, W. E. Kitchen sold the progyrty to James Booker 
Roberts, who died intestate and unmarried in 1896. The tract then 
passed to his father, S. James Roberts. The elder Roberts owned it until 
April 1915, when he died intestate, and the'property devolved to his wife 
and three surviving children. The Roberts children, in turn, sold their 
interest in the property in September 1934 to John Goode Robertg, Sr., 
who already owned a one-third interest in the property. This 
instrument of 1934 also explains the transactions among the Roberts 
children, their father S. James Roberts, and their mother, Lucy Roberts. 

It is during this later era of Roberts ownership that the original three- 
hundred-and-fifty-acre tract was partioned. The portion of the property 
that passed to John Goode Roberts, Sr., consisted of approximately one 
hundred acres. He held the property until helgied in 1952, at which time 
ownership passed to his wife, Marnie Roberts. She owned it until she 
died in 1983 at the age of ninety-four. At that time the property was 
further subdi~bded among the four children of Marnie and John Goode 
Roberts, Sr. There were several transactions among the four children, 
and in 1986 John Goode Roberts, Jr., and his wife Kathleen sold the house 
and farmstead with approximatel~~three and one-quarter acres, to Thomas 
J. Moore and Catherine C. Renney. Thomas Moore subsequently bought out 
Cathering C. Renneyls share and then sold the land and house t2pthe 
present owners, Thomas J. Wright 111, and his wife, Peggy P. Wright. 
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