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Erected in the mid-eighteenth century as a one-story, hipped roof
structure with rear apsidal ell, the Iale of Wight County Court House
was extensively altered around 1812 when it was converted into a
private residence. At that time the T-shaped plan was retained, but
an uppey story was added with gable roof and dormers.

Now resteored to its original appearance, the Main Street (south) facade
consists of a full-length, five-bay arcaded porch with rooms behind,
covered by a hipped roof. The gable roof on the rear ell ends in a
conical shape to follow the curve in the wall below. The brick is laid

in Flemish bond above, and English bond belows the beveled brick watertablg

The porch arches and segmental arches of the side and rear windows are
constructed of gauged, rubbed brick. Tall brick chimney stacks rise

from either end of the Main Street .rectangle and are set partially

into the wall, interrupting the wooden modillioned cornice. The interior
walls and reveals of the arcaded porch are plastered. The only adornment
cn the inner wall is the Federalist doorway, erected when the court

house was converted into a residence in 1812 and allowed to remain as

a part of the restoration. During the restoration the evidence for the
present arcade was discovered as was the original framing for the

hipped roof.

The interior plan consists of one large courtroom, now a meeting room,
running the full length of the building, front-to-back, with the former
judge and jury rooms to either sjide of the courtroom, immediately behind
" the arcaded porch. The circular ‘end of the ¢Surtrodm was onte’ the
location of the judge's bench; the lower half of the wall in this end

is paneled, and a turned baluster railing defines this semi-circular
area, Elsewhere in the room, a simple chair rail and deep architrave
door framings are the only accents., The two small rooms have original
window framings with paneled reveals.
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

In 1752 the town of Smithfield was incorporated, and the county

seat transferred there from its previous location on the Glebe Farm,
two miles west of Smithfield, Three brick buildings were erected:

the court house, jail, and clerk's office, all of which remain. 1In
1800, it was decided to move the court house to the center of the
county and here the present county seat, Isle of Wight,was established.

After the county seat was transferred to Isle of Wight, the former
court house in Smithfield was converted into a residence (about 1812).
Restoration work was begun in 1938 by the newly-formed Isle of

Wight Branch of the Association for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiquities. By 1961 the old court house had been completely
restored. The structure's porch arcade and T-ghaped plan place it in
the unique group of eighteenth~century Virginia court houses,
including those in Hanover,.King William, Chaxles City, and Richmond
counties. B '
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National Register,
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Isle of Wight County Court House

iatitude

36° 58! 541

U.5.G.S. 74" quadrangle {Scale:1:24000)
Smithfield, Va. 1944

Longitude
76° 370 57"
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