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The town of Smithfield is situated on the south gide of
Pagan River at its intersection with Smithfield Creek. The
River at this point offers a snug harbor off the adjacent James
River. The main part of the town 1s located on an elevation of
some twenty-Ifive feet above the Pagan, and commands beautiful
views of the surrounding land, marshes and waters.

The compact community maintains a population of
aLpLOhlm&tely 1000, most of whom are concentrated within the
town's original bOUWdaPl@b‘ A nineteenth century residential
quality provalls for the most part, although some nondescript
modern structures LﬂtOPanblO with earlier ones in the town's
small commercial district. The principle distraction from the
generally good visual quallty of the several streets are a
profusion.of utility poles and overhead wires. The greatest
concentration of significant structures is situated along Church
Street, (the town's main thoroughfare) which winds from its
intersection with Main Street down to the confluence of the
Smithfield Creek and the Pagan. The street 1s noted for its
many large old trees, the branches of which arch high over the
roadway. The houses on the north side of the screet have
spaclous yards that lead down to the river.

The following is a catalogue of some of Smithfield's more
architecturally and historically interesting builldings.

Southwest corner of Mason and Cedar streets, Trinity Methodist
Church; built in 1889 with a major 1925 addition; Romanesque
Revival; brick with stone window. and door hood moldings and
water table, 1 story with a 5 stor y brick bell tower at the

corner of -Mason and Cedar Streets, cross gables with a steep
hipped roof over the transept. The chancel was enlarged to the
south and east in an extensive Sunday School addition completed
in 1925. The property has been the site of the Methodist Church
since 1846. The original building was constructed in 1848 and
demolished in 1898. This structure is a fine example of late-
nineteenth Romanesque Revival architecture.
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Southeast corner of Cedar and Church Streets, Smithfield
Academy; built in 1826; Federal style; Flemish bond brick facade
2 stories, gable-end roof with lunette, round-headed brick arch
doorway, belt courses. Functioned as a private school from
1827-1872 when a public school system was established. Used as
a free school until 1914 when it was converted into a Masonic
Lodge. By the 1930's it was totally abandoned. In 1963, the
Trinity Methodist Church, owner of the property since 1956,
undertook a renovation  of the structure. It is good local
example of a. Federal Period school: structure.

Southwest corner of Cedar and Church Streets, Chapman House; ’
built in 1892; Victorian style with a porch to the side of the<g
house. _In _the 1930's, the structure was remodelled and 0OW
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114-116 Church Street, Southall House; constructed in the late
elghteenth century; altered before 1899 in the Victorian style;
clapboard construction with exterior-end brick chimneys, metal
ro gable roof with two crossgables on the front facade,

a ing two~bay porches, one at each of the two main entLances‘
of the double house, Victorian sash.

205 Church Street, Nelms House; buillt circa 1885; frame
construction with clapboarding, 2 stories, front porch, demi-
octagoned bay on front facade with Victorian sash, shalloy
hipped roof. ~

212 Church Street, Delk House; constructed circa 1877; I“’me
construction with clapboarding and gn¢ng11nb, 2 1/2 stories,
Tuscan pentastyled 1 story front porch with a heavily bracketed
cornice and sawn ornament, floor-to-ceiling sash, shingled

- octagonal tower centered in the facade rising from the second

f'loor, and a heavily bracketed cornice above pedimented window
hoods. Complex, multi-dormered shingled roof and ornate brick
chimney stacks. A well-preserved example of 1ts period and style

226 Cqur
with

< ¥
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Street, Gwaltney House; buillt in 1877; Victorian stylir
ed QJ@CH Anne Details, frame construction with

I and elaborate brick chimney stack, 3 stories with
front ry pentastyle Dorlo porch with heavy bratkets and rear
1-ULOﬂJ rch, gable roof with pedimented and heavily corniced
end gable fronting onto the street. The street end gable is
heavily detalled with recessed panels and modified Palladian
stalined glass window motifs. The side crossing gable 1s in the
Bastlake style. This was the home of Pembroke Decatur Gwaltney
who, along with Augustus Bunkley, formed the Gwaltney-Bunkley
Peanut Company which made Smithfield the Peanut Capital of the
World until the disastrous fire of 1921 destroyed the business,
whereupon the industry moved to Suffolk because of its superior
location on a rallroad network.
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304 Church Street, P. D. Gwaltney, Jr. House; built in 1901;

Queen Anne style; Irame construction with clapboarding and

shingling, tile roof and brick chimney stacks, 3 stories with
1 l-story Ionic porch. Architectural features of this mansion

O
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include turrets, towers, front end and side gables, stained glass
and bay windows, Queen Anne and Palladian motifs, and a porte-

cochere. This structure was the home built in Smithfield by P. D.
waltney, Jr. This structure is unusually well preserved and is
an excellent example of 1ts style.

309 Church Street, Folk House; bullt in 1876; Victorian style with
Queen Anne entrance tower; frame construction with clapboarding
and shingling, 2 1/2 stories, front end pedimented gable with
heavy bracketed cornice, shingled roof, brick chimney stacks, 1-
story front porch, Victorian sash. Bullt by W. D. Folk, Mayor of
Smithfield from 1860~1871 and 1884-1893. Since 1935, it has

been the home of Howard W. Gwaltney, President of Gwaltney, Inc.,
the Bank of Smithfield, and Mayor of Smithfield from 1950-1961.

334 Church Street, Goodrich House; built in 1886; S
style; frame construction with brick facade, 3 stori
sawn and turned first and second floor porches on ¢
rear, metal covered mansard roof with dormers topped by a cupola-
like window decorated with a border of stalned glass panes, a
heavily bracketed cornice surrounds the entire structure, two-
over-two sash. This structure exhibits unusually fine craftsman-
ship in 1ts exterior wood and brickwork.

338 Church Street, Jordan-Guy House; built in the 1820's; frame
construction on a brick water table, brick exterlor-end chimney,
gable roof with central cross gable, shingle roof, clapboarding,
two—-over—-two sash.

340 Church Street; bullt in the late nineteenth century; frame
construction, clapboarding, tile roof, brick chimney stack,
shingled bay front on facade, two-over-two sash, entrance porch
in the Doric order.

345 Church Street, Berryman House and summer house; built in 1902:
Georglan Revival; frame construction on a stone water table, 2 1/2
stories, stone chimney stacks, shinglecd, wildow's walk hipped roof
wilith projecting balustraded porches, broken pediments and urns,
corner and central Ionic pilaste nder a heavy cornice and
frieze, bay fronts on elther side of the double story porch on the
central sectlon ol the facade and a front porch extending across
the entire facade on the first floor. An article on ¥Early

“ American Garden Houses," by R. Z. Griswold which appeared in
Antigues for July 1970 included the l-story summer house behind
the mansion. "Victorian architecture, revolting against
clessicism, procduced many fantastic conglomerations, but none
could surpass the sheer audaclty ol the summer house bullt by

| Frank R. Berryman in Smithfield. Standing on a crest of the bank

17
“
I

I

- ly




ISR TS =
NATIONAL RE

STATE

Virginia

LE}

COUNTY

lale of

fasRpEm e
IR

Wight

FOR NPS USE ONLY
(C() ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Number aif ontrios)
7. (3)
overlooking the Pagan River, it combines an exotic Oriental

s
ed style a
340 and 348 uhurc
fwame constructio
bracketed ouu\'di
The porch across
removed and an en
357 Church Street,
original structur
but the house, as
construction on a

shallow tin hipped

projecting centra
117 South Church
1752; modified Ge
1 1/2 stories, sh
Lap DQCLT\A S
tern one b

My o
the Ir

i

[
c
i

5
D W

3o
(O]
UJ (@)
.
B )
5

™
12

ot &
€]
2 (D
3 =
% 0P
ot

which ar
ucture is
orms
urali dev
y featur

o]
o
W
e o
@ ct
H oG o

(5]

:(_f'

o T3 w
s
O B0
U
i
D Ot

[ JNe]

b ot b

W W oy
w o

by by
(SIS
o

7

.

-
no

W

(@

Church
first
Sam“

o
O
<
<t
oy

@

¢t
v
v

(e
b

-
@

RG U
O]

=
<y

ct v
W
< s Rds -
RN

O <

Ty
N b U 09
[N w

oy

Ry

OO U W
SRSV

oo P
by K

[N -

e}

B

j -’

O

=

[©)
e
e £, O

Slj (€]

o3
b ot ¢

e
[G7 IS

(@}
ct
b-te
e O (9

(SR
U
- ot
O ot
H
Iy
®
D

nooet
<

ot b
w
MR

. -
~

V)
3
=

)
-
.

= w
}.J\.a
}‘
i

i)

H,
=}

s

U

larger
boarding, brick ¢
floor por“c across

i evolution
Jﬂh Celibw

, circ

Dawoqa~;¢A< roof lines with a suggestion of %the
nd other elements scarcely identifiable.”

h Street; buillt in the late nineteenth century:;
n, 2 stories, tin roofs, brick chimney stacks,
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Jordan-~Chapman House; a small portion of the
o such as the chimneys was bullt in the 1820's,
it appears today is from the 1879 period; frame
brick foundatjon, stuccoed brick chimney stacks,
roof, overhanging cornice, modelled frieze,
1l bay, first

Street, Wentworth-Barrett House; built circa
orgian style, Flemish bond brick construction,
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eing "T" shaped; central doorway over an Engllish
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sawn ralillings and latticed columns, brick chimne

Lx-over '—51iX sash. This structure is an excellent example

Cottage style and 1s in excellent condition.

204 South Church Su“cet, Smithlield Baptist Church; built 190
1904; Romanesque Revival style, brick with stone trim, 1 stor
gables and end gables, complex transept with hexagonal dome at
crossing, tile roof, two helmed roof towers with rusticated

turrets, rinilals, stone door and window hoods, unusual staine
rlass window bﬁnn u the pulpit. The Smithf lClQ Baptist Churc
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nsplcuous architectural landmark and 1s a good example of
1 church architecture.
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South Church Str

Y
~

cet, King-Atkinson House; built circa 180

Thomas King with & 1911 porch; Federal style, Plemish bond brick
construction, 2 1/2 stories with a small 1 story brick ou*“uilding
cgaovle roof with Jerkinhead and dormers, Lﬁt“wlOT ond un*mﬂej

belt courses, dentiled cor“-cc shingle roof, 1y twentie

century sash on the first and second floors, Got vic fan “igh*
over the front door, tetrastyled Ionilc order front porch with

urn ballustrades. A flne example of a Federal mansion with
excellent detalling and proportion.

220 South Church Street, Woodley House; mid-eighteenth with
2

nineteenth century addition and modifications; brick construction!
bric
chlmhey stacks, shingle roof, first floor bay window, first floor

brick covered with stucco, 1 1/2 stories, gable with dormers,

ch addition, brick, shingle roof, clipped gable, several 1

iu"ons made to the rear of the main structure.
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South Church Street, Holloway House; built by J. W. Hollo
898; Queen Anne style; frame construction, 2 1/2 stories,
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boarding and shingling, complex shingled roof system, nar
ice, towers and pediments shingled, two-over-two sash, fr
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229 South Cnurcn Street, Bryant-Chalmers House; bullt in the
eighteenth or rly nineteenth century possibly by Vll;lam
Bryant; frame construction with clapboarding, 2 stories, sh
pitch gable end roof, bracketed cornice, two-over-two and
—SLory front porch. The house was moved I
ion on the lot in the 1880's by John D. Chalme
have been added to the original building.

ensively remocdeled in 1917

by Rlcqa C L@ Boykin, ext
ries, clapboarding., bracketed

y

3;—.
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stone

d
h is

0 by

arge

way
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crance porch. Home of the P. D. Gwaltney family since 1948.

late

»

outh Church Street, Boykin movse (BaOblup Parsonage); built

ST S
cks, front porch, two-over-~two sash.
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331 South Church Street, Chapman House; buillt in 1891 by K. K.
Chapman extensively remodeled and moved ground on 1ts site during
the early twentieth century; frame construction, 2 stories,
shallow roof, plain cornice, bow front windows on first and
second fl@or, two-over-two sash, Doric tetrastyle porch with
ballustrade.

344 South Church Street, Mackie-Sinclair House; built in the mid-
elghteenth century, Drobdbly by Ancrew Mackie; frame construction
on a brick b@uoment3 2 stories, tin roof, brick chimney stack,
cornice, clapboarding, six-over-nine sash, four light transom
over the front door. This structure is a good example of a
Georglan townhouse. '

344 South Church Street, Methodist Parsonage; built in 1875;
Victorian style; frame constructlion wilth clapboarding, 2 stories,
bracketed cornice, shingled hipped roof, brick chimney stack,
six-over-six sash, Doric order entrance porch with Chinoiserie
railings. Structure was moved across the street by Frank R.
Berryman in 1902. What was the front of the house is now the

rear because they did not bother to turn the house around.

+

N

+
b

345 South Church Street, George W. Britt House; built circa 1855;
Victorian style, frame construction, 2 stories, shallow roof,
brick chlmney otacks, bracketed cornice, two-over-two sash, 2
story tetrastyle porch, ornately bracketed on the first floor.

351 South Church Street, Jordan-Atkinson House; buillt circa 1825;
brick construction, 2 1/2 storiles, shingle roof with dormers, brick
chimney stack, pedimented entrance porch. An original eighteenth
century 2-story frame structure was the east wing until it was
removed in the 1890's. Between 1928 and 1934, the long porch
across the front was replaced by the present small entrance porch.
Archibald Atkinson was a poweriul leader in antebellum Virginia
"and served in the State Senate.

352 South Church Street, Thomas Blow House; bullt circa 1800;
frame construction, 2 stories, shingled gable roof, brick chimney
stack, clapboarding, pedimented front entrance porch with Doric
columns, rear shed addition,

lson House; bullt in the 1770's,

modified Federal style; 2
story frame COHSCF&vELOuj gable shingled roof, brick chimney

e

stack, dentiled cornice, nine-over-nine and nine-over-six sash,
high styled Doric entrance porch with hipped roofl, most unusual
triple segmental fanlight over I'ront door, side wing, noted

free hanging curved 3alaup stalr on the interior wilith a grandlaths
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1t was converted from a warehouse into a
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204 Grace Street,

construct
O

Oak Grove Academy; built circa 1836; frame
ion w1th clapboarding on brick basement, 2 1/2 stories,
double gable roof, tin covered with dormers, brick chimney stac
two-level tetrastyle front porch with square columns and lattice
ballustrades. Several wings have been added to the side and rear
of the structure. From 1836-1854 the house was known as Mrs

te's Oak Grove Academy for Young Ladies. Mr Eley's Scncol
Girls operated the building from 1878—&8)8 The Smithfield

1 Female Institution used the structure from 1898-1906.
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thncv stacks, cornice. Bullt by Lellas Smith Whitehead. A
good example of a Federal townhouse.

30 Main Street, Todd House (Nicholas Parker House and Depende
built in 1752 and added to circa 1780; frame construction ove
brick basement, HFlemish bond brick construction outbuildings,
2 1/2 stories, gable roof, clapboarding, brick chimney stacks
heavy cornices, dentiled and/or bracketed, six-over-six sash,
elaborate porches, first floor and entrance, exterior doorway
employs the thirteen star and wine cup moth popular in the

ederal period. The one story brick building to the rear of

Todd, -founcder oI the first ham curing and packing houses in

elghteenth century structure with interesting detailing, and
addlitions. Long-term restoration 1is in progress.

ohn G. Womble House; built in.the 1880!
astlake decorative motifs; frame constr
ingling, 2 storles, shingled multi-ga
decorative Tacilae at the peaks of
ay windows, heavy bracketed corni
ﬁo 1911 this house was the
willed to the Episcopal Chur
'his structure has unusually T

4

rtant architectural landmark.
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n, built in 1832; Romanesque Revival
tions; brick construction covered wil

stowy with l-story additions,

bell tower and onbwaﬂce tower, both

~

he 1892 exterior mOQwLLCaﬁ“OWS
of the church, with ne addi
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bule towe?s on the facade and the
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the exterior
the two entrance

Il At AT adionn
5 Ji

ct O
o)

s/ wuwn

PTED Do

w

D e
W

I") _
AV ]
I

e

)

w
]
¥ 09
D
Q

[0
w3 o

[
= -
IR IO ISR ST

<
o
I,.J
o

DO 0

7. (7)

the door, dentiled cornice and balusters; the other facade has a
dormered rooi, nine-over-six and nine-over-nine sash, stone and

brick flat window arches, plain cornice, distyled Doric order

gabled entrance porch with shallow barrel vault ceiling, dentiled
cornice and ba s i ‘ l9’ the bullding has been the home
of A, e overnor of VJr\‘iiao An

excre g the line of Smithfield's
archi

ooup“woub Corner of Drummonds Lane and Main Street, Whitehead

House; buillt "LTCQ 1818; Federal style; Flemish bond brick
construptloq, 2 stories over basement, shingled gable roof, brick

house was probably the kitchen. Nicholas Parker, cabinet-maker
of Isle of Wight County, built the house 1n 1752. Captain Mallor:

Smithfield, was in Smithfield by 1767, in business as early as
1779, and lived in the house. This house 1s an important mid-
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36 Main Street, Thomas House: Queen Anne with modified Easgtlake
forms; buillt circa 1690; frame construction, 2 stories over a
brick basement, Sning;ei hipped roof with pediments, towers and
bay fronts, brick chimney stacks, heavy bracketed corn wice,
CLapbo&Luthy entrance porch anda veranda with open work Iasci ae.
This -

5 house is an excellent example of period architecture.

100 Block of Main Street, Gambling House; pre- Rovclutionary;
brick construction, 2 stories, greatly altered during a recent
rencvatlon.
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vke's Inn; bullt in 1752; brick construction,
5, Tin covered nhipped roof, brick chimney stacx(
S
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tlions, hexastyled front porch, brick water table auug
nt. Bullt by Henry Woodley of Four Square, it was
tavern by William Rand, the contractor who built
house. During the Civil WaL, the bullding fell into
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After the war, the roof was raised to a full two
When the Sykes bought it in 1922, they added a long

the rear and the large porch across the Ir nt. Lot 6
ing Syke's Inn has the two story frame building known as
Inn Annex on it.  Dr. Durdie, a ¢oca1 historian, recalled
ry frame house with a sharp roof, gable end to une street,
to
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od on this lot as early as 1820. After 1861, the

was used as a post office. In 1872, the heirs of
Lightfoot sold 1t to Joqx G. Womble, who bonvbw+cd 1t in-
story ou11Q1“O¢ Daniel J ster Sykes purchas it in
nd moved 1t back 1n the away from the str
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258 Main Street, Jordan House; built circa 1771 by James
Ronaldson and Company and modified from 1828-1830; frame
construction, 2 1/2 stories, shingled gable roof with dormers,
brick chimney stacks, nine-over-six and six-over-six sash, large
entrance porch with riat roof, he avy ofuc}eto” cornilice, sguare

o < I

of late-cigh

335 Main STreetg SupphOﬁSOl House; buillt circa 1850 by William H.
Stephenson; frame construction on a brick and stone basement, 2
stories, clapboarding, shingled hipped roof with progect ng

front end @abio on tho se cond r'loor. facade over the veranda, brick

chimney stac
a“Q balustra

3 - - N ¢ Aoy -
GO0 Nag vransomn

lcture into a flarg

N

€ and side lights. Watson P.
ndsor Castle purchased the house in 1828. He converte
u

&

ctween 1873 and 1876.

e

teenth century architecture.

ks, large curved ver

de wrapping around two facades.

402 Main Street, Valentine %oube; bullt in the mid nineteenth
century; frame construction; earlier wing, 1 1/2 stories, dormered
gable rool, ¢dpboard1n5351xmover~six sash; newer acddition, 2 1/2
stories, uln roof, dormered gable, brick chimney stacks, six-over-
six sash, front porch across both facades.

Northeast Corner of Main and Mason Streets, Isle of Wight County
Court House; William Rand, bullder; built in 1750; brick construct
1 story, shingled hipped roof with rear apsidal ell, "T" shaped
plan The Main Street (south) facade consists of a full length,
T ay arcaced porcn with rooms behind. The gaolc rooif on the
b ell ends in a conlical shape to follow the curve in the wall
D The brick 1s lalid in Flemish bond above and in English

b elow the beveled water tavle. The porch arches and

S tal arches of the side and rear windows are constructed of
o , rubbed brick. Tall brick chimney stacks rise from either
el the Malin Street rectangle and are set partlially into the
wall, interupting the wooden modillioned cornice. Bullft 1In 1750
by William Rand, repaired or altered in 1751, 1770, 1782 and 1873.
In 1938, the structure was sold to the U. S. Government to be
demolished to make way for a new 2ost OIfice, but the building
was saved through the elforts of the Association for the
Preservation of Virginia Antiquities. Restoratilion was begun
under Herbert Clal of Richmond in 1956 and resumed in 1959
“under A, Lawren of W Liamsburg.. The Court House is of
orimary importa e a r hilstory of Smithfield
and Virginia.

Mason

bond

and commodious "™ mansion between

Y
X
Oa The one-story wing on the west end and the porches

This house 1s a good example

anda with Doric order columns

d

ion,
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7. (10)

gable rool with brick chimney stack, nine-over-nine sash.
tructure 1s also of primary importance and is an excellent
ple of period architecture

et, Isle of Wight County Jail; Issac Lever, builder;
: t

1
bullt in a ith 1858 clapboard wing; brick
Cfnstﬁuc*;on, 2 1/2 stories with 1 1/2 story wing, gable roof with
dormer, tin roof, brick chimney stack, tetras tyle 1858 front porch
with balustrade, nine-over-six sash, English bond beveled brick

water table

112 South Mason Street, Miles Carry House; built circa 1792; frame
construction with claoboafdwngj 2 1/2 stories, tin covered gable
roof’, modillioned cor FlC brick chimney stacks, nine-over-gix
{s3ash, hipped roofed nin Gﬂuh cpntumy entrance porch with square

. This structure was one of the first 2
ilt in Sm¢6h¢l@¢00

fcolumns and balus rade
story houses to be bu

113 South Mason Street, Mary Jackson House; bullt circa circa 175 5,
frame construction with clapboarding, 1 1/2 stories, tin and

] shingle gambrel roof with dormers; mid-nineteenth century rear

' ~addition, brick chimney stacks, two-over-two sash, hipped roof

' front entrance porch with dentiled cornice. PlctareSQue colonial
“LOUb@o

213 South Mason Street, Wills-Lightfoot House; bullt in the last
nall® of the elghteenth century with a large addition of 1822;

construction with PL&U%Ou“dlﬂg. Smaller original wing has

shingled gambrel roof, clapboarding, dormers, nine-over-six sash.
Bartholomew Lightfoot QQQLd the 1822 wing which is in the Federal
style, shingled gable roof, brick chimney stacks, nine-over-six
and nine-over-nine sash. The rear shed addltion to the original
gambrel roof house was added in 1822 as was a front entrance porch
to the larger wing which was subsequently removed in 1946,

214 South Mason Street, Charles Newell Fouse; 'u%lt in 1823;
EJ,LnuuL. construction with clapboarding, 2 stories, tin covered {*&k}?(
ool with brick chi mney stoack, nilne-ovaoer-nine sash, small eobranc
porceh with dentiled cornice, sqguare columns (the originals were
round with Tfluting), double front door. This house is a good

example of early nineteenth céntury townhouse architecture

J. F. and C. C. L.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The venerable tidewater community of Smithfield survives
as one of the best preserved and most plcturesque of Virginia's
colonial seaport towns. Worid-famous for the 'Smithfield hams
produced there, the gulet community has escaped the jarring
modernizations that have marred the visual quality of many of
the state's early towns. Smithfield has remained prosperous
for most of its long history and thus a distinctive balance of
period architecture from 1750 to the prese nt exists. Though
urban in character, the architecture 1s on a small scale and is
in keeping with compactness of the town. Excellent examples
from nearly every perilod of American architecture intermingle
in a delightful manner throughout the town, and all ar

generally in a good state of preservation.. Recent restorations
have helped assure the preservation of a number of Smithfield's

more ilmportant landmarks.

il 1749, the site of present day Smithfield was vart of
rtion owlea by Arthur Smith, after whom the port was to

. At this time, the Isle of Wight County Court decided
its seat of government to the banks of Pagsn Creek. |
surveyor Jordan Thomas platted a town of seventy-two
g lots, approximately ninety feet wide and one hundred
ty feet deep Designed as a town of small farmsteads,
at would be large enough to include a garden, orchard,
ck, and slave quarters.

The Newport Parish Church, St. Luke's, Virginia's unique
iteenth century Gothic-g uylp church, served Smithfield
it uilt 1its own Christ Church almost 200 years

Rand, a local contractor, was hired to construct
lent colonial courthouse, similar to those
anover and Charles City Counties, in its use
nt.

e principie port of the county, had a large
ngland and the West Indiesy the articles of

s peas, hoop poles: and bacon. Famous for
and peanut industry, the town is the home of
Gwaltney's, producers of the Smithfield Hams!
fleld packing houses gavé rise to much f
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T
at curing of hogs. One
of Todd and Company, is
th @ Ki phe cwunuLye was in business at
le: 30, 1779, for on that date an invoice was received
for 18 rnished Zllerston and John Perrot in the Island of St.
Bustati West Indies by Mallory Todd, Smithfield, Virginia.

on on the ovcfland route from
Portsmouth to Petersburg and
located near the courthouse,

Smithfield became a way stati

o a through N gte!

beyond. A tavern (now Svyke's Inn),
tat
L
L

o< |
P I e 5
has functlioned as a stop-over station since 1752. A gambling house
and billiard parlor was also constructed and was-used for 1ts
Oflﬁlﬁal purpose until the 1790's when the Commonwealth forbade

gambling.

Wars touched Smithfield several times, but left the town in-
tact. Colonel Banestre Tarleton, the British cavalry raider, swepnt
through the town twice during General Cornwallis' southern campaigns

of 1780 and 1781. He tried to burn the Isle of Wight County Re-

cords and to capture Colonel Joslah Parker at his plantation,
Macclesfield, but failed in both attempts. In the War of 1612,

the British were driven off by the local militia after attempting

a landing nearby at Fort Boykin. During the War between the States,
Union troops made three unsuccessiul forays against the town.

Tragedy struck on the morning of August 17, 1921, when one
o' the peanut cleaning factories on the wharf caught fire, and
soon the entire water front was in flames. Wharves, warehouses,
and a rortune in hams and peanuts were lost. The wharf never
revived, but the meat curers rebullt that section of town and it

continued to prosper.
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Bounded on the north east by Pagan River, bounded on the
south east by Little Creek (Smithfield Creek), bounded on the
north west by the town line, and bounded on the south west by
a line between the town line and Little Creek perpendicular to

.2.

Main Street

Church Street.

6.

.6 miles west of the intersection of Main Street and

Historic American Bulldings Survey Inventory

1958 Federal
Library of Congress

Washington, D. C. Code: 11
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