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1. Name of Propetty 
historic name: SMITHkltLD HlSTORlC DISTRICT DHR t ~ l e  No. 300-87 
other nameslsite number: 

2. Location 
street & number:The Smithfield Historic District is roughly bounded by the Pagan River, Cypress Creek, the Little Creek 
swamp border, and VA. Route 10. NIA not for pub 
city, town: Smithfield N/A vicinity 

VA co-f WIO-de.23430 
3. Ciassiflcatlon 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 

Xprivate building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
X public-local X district 289 73 buildings 

public-State site sites 
public-Federal structure 2 structures 

object objects 
29 1 73 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
Smithfield Historic District listed in the National Register: 48 

4. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
-nomination -request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property -meets -does not meet the National Register criteria. -See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property -meets - does not meet the National Register criteria. -See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park S e ~ l c e  Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 
-entered in the National Register. 

See continuation sheet. 
-determined eligible for the National 

Register. S e e  continuation sheet 
- determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 
-removed from the National Register. 
-other, (explain:) Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Functlon or  Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions 
DOMESTIC1 Single Dwelling DOMESTIC1 Single Dwelling 
DOMESTIC1 Secondary structures DOMESTIC1 Secondaly structures 
COMMERCOTRADU Financial Institution COMMERCOTRADU Financial institution 
COMMERCOTRADE! Specialty store COMMERCWRADE! Specialty store 
GOVERNMENT1 City Hall RECREATION AND CULTURUMuseum 

7. Descrlptlon 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instluctions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 
COLONlAUGeorgian 
EARLY REPUBLICIFederal Foundation: brick 
LATE VlCTORlANlQueen Anne and ltalianate Walls: Woodl weatherboard, Brick 
LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS1 Colonial Revival Roof: metal 
LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN Other: wood 

MOVEMENTS1 Bungalow 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

L S e e  continuation sheet 

8. Statement of Slaniflcance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties 

nationally locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria A B !2 D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A B C D E F G 

Areas of Significance 
ARCHITECTURE 

Significant Person 
N/ A 

Period of Significance 
1750-1940 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

ArchitecVBuilder 
Rand, William - builder 
Lever, Isaac -builder 

Significant Dates 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations and areas and periods ot significance noted 
above. 

s e e  continuation sheet 

9. Major Bibliogra~hical References 
X S e e  continuation sheet 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing 
(36 CFR 67) has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
Dreviouslv determined eliaible bv the National Reaister 
designated a National hi ior ic iandmar~ 

- 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
X State historic presewation office 

Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 
Specify repository: VA Dept. of 
Historic Resources 
221 Governor St 
Richmond. VA 23219 



10. Geoaraphlcal Data 
Acreage of property: approximately 295 acres 

UTM References 

A. I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

C. 
L S e e  continuation sheet 

B. 1 1 I 
Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 

&See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

&See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared B 

narneltitle Nancy Born 
organization Frazier Associates 
street and number 121 S. Augusta Street 
city or town Staunton 

date April 1990 
telephone (703) 886-6230 
state VA zip code 24401 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The town of Smithfield, in Isle of Wight County, is situated on the south side of the Pagan River at its intersec- 
tion with Cypress Creek. The River at this point offers a snug harbor south of the nearby James River in the 
Tidewater area. The sandy soil and marshlands are common for this region. The main part of the town is 
located on an elevation of some twenty-five feet above the Pagan River, and commands beautiful views of the 
surrounding land, marshes, and waters. Smithfield is situated near two main highways: U.S. Route 258 from 
the southwest and VA. Route 10 from the northwest. 

The compact community maintains a population of nearly five thousand residents. A nineteenth-cennuy resi- 
dential quality prevails, although some nondescript modem structures intermingle with earlier ones in the town's 
small commercial dismct. Many of the oldest buildings are along South Church Street (the town's main thor- 
oughfare), which winds from its intersection with Main Street down to the confluence of Cypress Creek and the 
Pagan. The street is noted for its many large old trees, the branches of which arch high over the roadway. The 
houses on the north side of the street have spacious yards that lead down to the river. The most common archi- 
tectural styles represented in Smithfield are Georgian, Federal, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Bungalow, 
as well as many examples of vernacular Victorian and simple cottage designs. 

The Smithfield H~storic Dismct contains approximately 295 acres and is roughly bounded by the Pagan River 
on the north, Cypress Creek on the east, the Windsor Castle property tree line and southern marshlands on the 
south, and VA. Route 10 on the west. The district contains the historic downtown and surrounding residential 
areas. There are a total of 362 buildings and two structures in the district, of which 291 are conmbuting and 
seventy-three are noncontributing. The contributing buildings include 211 houses, thirty-seven commercial 
buildings, one warehouse, four churches, ten barns, one smokehouse, twenty-three garages, one farm office, and 
one colonial kitchen. There are also two corncrib structures. The contributing buildings were constructed 
between 1750 and 1940, with the majority of them built between 1890 and 1920. The noncontributing sauc- 
tures consist of forty-one houses, twenty-three commercial buildings, two warehouses, six garages, and one 
guest house. Most of the structures in the town are in good to excellent condition. 

Architectural Analysis 

The commercial section of the historic district includes Main Street, Commerce Street, Thomas Street, and 
North Church Street. The majority of the conmbuting shop buildings are turn-of-the-century, two-story, flat- 
roofed, simply decorated, vernacular brick structures that are located on Main Street. The indusmal area is 
located on Commerce and Thomas streets. While several frame and brick warehouses are still standing, many 
others burned in the fire of 1921. The commercial area of town is surrounded by a variety of residential build- 
ings. The contributing houses, built between 1750 and 1940, represent numerous architectural styles and reflect 
the continuous prosperous history of the town. The major residential streets in the Smithfield historic dismct 
are Grace Street, South Church Street, Washington Street, James Street, Cary Street, Mason Street and the west 
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half of Main Street. 

Important to the town's history is the complex of early public buildings. The courthouse for Isle of Wight 
County (VDHR 300-2) on Main Street was built in 1750 as a one-story, hip-roofed, brick suucture with a rear 
apsidal ell creating a T-shaped plan. The Main Street (south) facade consists of a full-length, five-bay, arcaded 
porch with rooms behind. The gable roof on the rear ell ends in a conical shape to follow the curve in the wall 
below. The brick is laid in Flemish bond above and in English bond below the beveled water table. The porch 
arches and segmental arches of the side and rear windows are constructed of gauged, rubbed brick. Tall brick 
chimney stacks rise from either end of the Main Street rectangle and are set partially into the wall, interrupting 
the wooden modillioned cornice. The structure was built in 1750 by William Rand and repaired or altered in 
1751, 1770, 1782, and 1873. In 1812 the courthouse, then abandoned, was convened to a private residence. 
Later the arcade was enclosed, dormers were added, and a Victorian porch was attached to the front. 

In 1938 the courthouse was sold to the U.S. Government to be demolished to make way for a new post office. 
However, through the efforts of the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, the building was 
saved and restored to its original appearance. Restoration was begun under Herbert Claiborne of Richmond in 
1956 and resumed in 1959 under A. Lawrence Kocher of Williamsburg. The Courthouse is of primary impor- 
tance to the architectural history of Smithfield, Virginia. 

Next to the courthouse is the original county clerk's office (VDHR 300-5). Built in 1799, the one-story building 
with a front-end gable, has Flemish-bond brick construction and nine-over-nine sash windows. This suucture is 
also of primary importance and is an excellent example of period architecture. 

At the same time a brick, 2 112-story, gable-roofed county jail (VDHR 300-24) was built at 106 North Mason 
Street. The building has a English-bond, beveled brick, water table, nine-over-six windows, and a 1858 clap- 
board wing and tetrastyle front porch with balustrade. Today the building serves as a private residence. 

Around the turn of the century another jail was built at 127 Thomas Street (VDHR 300-255). This vernacular, 
1-story, front-end gabled building with an elaborately corbeled cornice has seven-course American-bond brick 
construction. Built into the side of a hill close to the warehouse area, the building served as a jail for the overly 
boisterous patrons of the barrooms that were located on Commerce Street until the fire of 1921. Today the 
building is vacant and in deteriorating condition. 

One of the oldest buildings in Smithfield, the Smithfield Inn, is located at 112 Main Street (VDHR 300-37). 
Originally this 1752, two-story, stuccoed brick, hippedroof building with a hexastyle front porch, was built as a 
tavern. The building has clapboard additions, a brick water table and an English basement. Built by Henry 
Woodley of Four Square, it was operated as a tavern by William Rand, the contractor who built the courthouse. 
During the Civil War, the building fell into disrepair. After the war, the roof was raised to a full two stories. 
































































































