
Form 10-300 
(Dmc. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE WlLRIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  
I N V E N T O R Y  - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - com~lete av~licable -lions) 

Vi rg in ia  1-1 <\ ~ 
. . I I 

1. NAME 
COMMON 

ENTRY NUMBER 

C a r t e r ' s  Grove 
ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

D A T E  

STREET AN0 WuUBERi 
mi .  W o f  G r i c e s  Run, 7 mi .  SW o f  Rt .  60 ,  .2 m i .  S E  of 

t. 60 and Rt. 667. 

I 

STATE CODE COUNI" ,  

I V i rg in ia  
@. CLASSIF ICAT ION 

1 4 5  

U 
I I I I 

P a E S r N  r USE (Check One or Men a. APp.opll.1.) 

VI 

7 - 
0 - 
I- 

Agricultural Govermnt Park Transportation Comments [j 

x Commercial Industrial Private Reskknce Other (s~.crrrj 
C Educ.ation01 Military Religious n 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

District Building 

Sit. Shuetvr. 

Obi-st 

V) 

Public 

Prirot. p) 
Both 

- - 
Ents.toenm.nt Muaeun [81 Scientific 

W 

James C i t y  County Cou r t  House 
S T R E E T  &NO NUMBER: 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

OWNERWIP 

z 14. OWNER O F  P R O P E R T Y  - OWNERS NAME 

w 
us 

STATUS 

Public Acyis i t inn:  

In Pr.as. 

8.iq Cons1d.r.d 

Sealant ic  Fund. Inc . 
S T R E E T  ANDNUMBER:  

H i s t o r i c  American Bu i ld ings S u r v e y  
D A T E  OF S U R V E V :  1939 ~.d.ral 6[1 1101. County Locol m z 
O E P O L l T O R l  FOR SURVEY REEOROI: 

Library o f  Congress 
STREET I N 0  NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

W a s h i n g t o n  D i s t r i c t  o f  Colymbia 

1 
v z --nsIk-~ 1 T~~ 

Ic - = -1 
5. LOCATION O F  L E G A L  DESCRIPTION 

COURTWOUSE R E C I I T R V  O F  OEEOS ETC.  +- 
c/o Wil l iamsburg Restora t ion  

C l r Y  OR TOWN. S T A T E  CODE n 

0ssupi.d 
Unossup1.d 

Pns.rratlon 
In progcoss 

C I T Y  OR TOWN 

- 7 , -  

. . REPRESENTATION IN EXIST ING SURVEYS 
T I T L E  O F  SURVEY'  

Y.s: 

R**"lc'*d @ 
Unm*hIct*d 

N~~ E 

I T L T E  CDDE '+ 

rn " 
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As o r ig ina l ly  b u i l t ,  the cen t ra l  s t ructure  of Carter 's  Grove was a massive 
two-story rectangular building crowned by a forty-five degree hipped roof 
with splayed eaves. Two nearly square i n t e r io r  chimneys with molded caps 
pierced the aide slopes of the roof. Flanking the house on the ea s t  and 
west were nearly s imi la r  one-and-a-half-story free-standing dependencies 
with gable roofs. Although the dependencies were bu i l t  some years before 
the  main house, t h e i r  a c tua l  date of construction is uncertain. Both . 
dependencies a r e  'laid in  Flemish bond with glazed headers. 

The main house, even as it now stands,  exhibi ts  a l l  the c l a s s i c  features 
of a Virginia Georgian mansion, including molded brick water table, 
rubbed br ick quoins, gauged brickasplayed arches, rubbed brick be l t  course, 
brick pedimented doorways, and modillion cornice. The finely la id  Flemish 
bond walls  exh ib i t  evenly matched bricks with no glazed headers. 

I 

Although a long one-story porch was added across the south front,  and the 
kitchen connected t o  the w i n  house by a one-story passage-way, the house 
suffered l i t t l e  ser ious  a l t e r a t i o n  u n t i l  the remodelling of 1927-28. 
During the  remodelling the ridge of the roof of the main house was ra ised 
eleven f e e t  t o  allow rooms to  be inserted i n  the a t t i c .  These new rooms 
were l i t  by a s e r i e s  of dormers placed around the raised roof. The two 
chinmeys were correspondingly ra ised i n  proportion t o  the roof. Other 
changes t o  the main house included the removal of the or iginal  semi- 
c i r c u l a r  stone s t eps  on the north and south fronts and the i r  replacement 
by rectangular steps.  The dependencies were connected to the main house 
by one-and-a-half-story br ick hyphens. The roofs of both dependencies were 
ra ised,  and the ground f loor  area was increased by projecting'the sooth 
walls  of both buildings t o  a l i gn  with the south f ront  of the main house. 
The gabled dormers of b6th'depenaencies were sacr i f iced i n  favor ofjhtpped 
roof dormers. 

The famous woodwork i n  the i n t e r io r  of the main house was l i t t l e  changed 
except t ha t  a l l  of the f i r s t  f loor  panelifig'was stripped and given a 
na tura l  f in i sh .  Also, the service  lobbies i n  the two north rooms were 
removed, causing the rooms' present assymetry. The second f loor  s t a i r h a l l  
was a l t e r ed  t o  allow the s t a i r s  to be extended to  the r ebu i l t  a t t i c  s tory.  
The decorative d e t a i l s  of the stairway extension were copied exactly from 
the o r ig ina l  stairway. 

Car ter ' s  Grove stands impressively a t  the top of a s e r i e s  of broad 
terraces  looking across  the low f i e l d s  towards the James River. Of the 
o r ig ina l  landscaping the row of large t u l i p  t rees  across the south f ron t ,  
and the avenue l ined with cedars approaching the north front remain. 
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One of the best  documented of Virginia's co1onfe;E mansions, .'Carter's 
Grove was 'begun=. 1750 for  Carter Buwel.1, gradson of Robert ("King") 
Carter of Corotoman and son of Nathaniel Buwell of Fairf ie ld ,  ClouceSter 
County. According t o  the plantation's account book of 1751-53, the 
house was constructed.  by David Minitree of Williamsburg. The mansion's 
magnificent woodwork was apparently executed by Richard Bayliss, an 
English joiner whose passage to  Virginia was paid for  by Carter Buwell. 

After ~ u w e l l ' s  death Carter ' s  Grwe passed to  h i s  son, ~ a r t e ; B u w e l l .  . 

11, who sold the plantation about 1790 and moved to  Clarke County where 
he b u i l t  Carter H a l l .  Although Carter 's  Grove passed through the hands 
of several  owners during the nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries,  
the house stood u n t i l  1.927 a s  perhaps the most perfectly preserved of 
Virginia 's  g rea t  plantation houses. However, i n  1927-28 the exter ior  
was rad ica l ly  a l te red  and enlarged in  an attempt,.to give the h0use.a , . .  

. . 
dore ..grandiose appearance ; - 

. . . .  
-Before i ts  a l t e r a t i o n  the exter ior-of  ca r t e r ' s  ~ r & e  was considered to 
be a super la t ive and c lass ica l ly  proportioned example of aq eariy-.Georgian 
colonial  house. Its in t e r io r  woodwork, which fortunately has not been 
ser iously a l t e r ed ,  is regarded by many authori t ies  a s  the most beautiful  
of the colonial  period in  America. While much of the a rch i tec tura l  quality 
of Carter ' s  Grove has been l o s t  as a resu l t  of the 1927-28 changes, the 
house yet  remains as one of the supreme examples of colonial  craftsmanship. 
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