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1. Name of Property 
- 

historic name: Colonial Parkway 

other nameslsite number: NIA 

2. Location 

street & number : P.O. Box 210 not for publication N/A 
city or town: Yorktown vicinity 
state Vi r~nia  code VA county York & James City code 199 & 095 zip code 23188 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authoritv under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986. as amended. I herebv 
certify thatjhis -x noination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering propertiesinhe National Reaister of Historic Places and meets the procedural - 
and professionairequirements set forth in 36 CFR ~ 2 6 0 .  In my opinion, the property - x i  meets 
- does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered 
s imcan t  -x- nationally - locally. ( - See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) Av@LIAL & @?!)Tlor\lPL J)&.cfl&G 7,471 uI.2 - - , 

.- - / C;;.ci Z(L?-~ \&'.- d/?k,, 
Signature of certifying ;acid Date / - 

\/1e(-ld14 I ~ P ~ ~ T ~ E N I  of 
State or ~ e h e r a l ~ a ~ e n h ~  and bbeau 

In my opinion, the property - meets - does not meet the National Register 
criteria. ( - See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
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4. National Park Service Certification 
-- 

I, hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the National Register 
removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
- private 
- public-local 
- public-State 

x- public-Federal - 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- building(s) 
x- district - 
- site 
- structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
0 - - 0 building(s) (NPS) 

22 - 1 - sites 
23 - 7 - structures 
2 - 3 - objects 

47 - 11 - Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register 1 

Name of related multiple property listing : N/A 
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6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Landscape Sub: Park 

Transportation Road-related 
Recreation and Culture Outdoor Recreation 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: Landscape Sub: Park 
Transportation Road-related 
Recreation and Culture Outdoor Recreation 

- -- --- 
7. Description 

-- - -- 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Colonial Revival 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation 
roof 
walls 

other Pavements: concrete 
Walls and bridges: brick, concrete, stone 
Swales and channels: concrete 
Culverts, other drainage structures: concrete, brick, stone 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more 
continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "xu in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for ~at ional  Register listing) 

-X- A Property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in 
our past. 
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-x- C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual 
distinction. 

- D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

- a owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
b removed from its original location. 
c a birthplace or a grave. 

- d a cemetery. 4 

e a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
- f a commemorative property. 

g less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the 
past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
conservation 
entertainmenthecreation 
landscape architecture 
architecture 

Period of Significance 1930-1958 

Significant Dates 193 1, 1955 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) NA- 

Cultural Affiliation N A 

ArchitectjBuilder Charles Peterson. Oliver "O.G. Tavlor. Stanlev Abbott 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
See continuation sheet 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

x previously listed in the National Register - 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
x recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # VA-48 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

x State Historic Preservation Office - 
Other State agency - 

- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- Other 

Name of repository: Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) 

- 

10. Geographical Data 
- --- - 

Acreage of Property: The Parkway contains approximately 1675 acres of the park's 10,000 acres. 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1. 18 366660 4121360 3 18 366000 4121250 
2 18 366500 4121220 4 18 365130 4121060 

- See continuation sheet. 
Verbal Boundary Description (See 
continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (See 
continuation sheet.) 
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11. Form Prepared By 
-- - 

name/title: Shaun Eyring, Historical Landscape Architect, and Phyllis Ellin, Historian 
organization: National Park Service date: December 1999 
street & number: 200 Chestnut St. telephone: 215-597-8850 
city or town : Philadelphia State: P A  zip code: 19106 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
'I 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage 

or numerous resources. 
Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

--- - - 

Property Owner 
--- ----- 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number telephone 

city or town state- zip code 
-- 

Papenvork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National 
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list 
properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in 
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) 
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Narrative Description of Historic and Current Conditions 

(The following description and evaluation is adapted from the Colonial Parkway Cultural Landscape 
Report by LANDSCAPES and augmented with additional field survey.) 

The Colonial Parkway, part of Colonial National Historical Park located on the Virginia's James-York 
peninsula, is a National Park Service scenic parkway constructed by the National Park Service and the 
Bureau of Public Roads between 1931 and 1958. Originally constructed to link the three historic sites of 
Yorktown, Williamsburg, and Jamestown, the district encompasses 21.44 miles of road from the parking 
lot at the Yorktown Visitor Center to the parking lot of the Jamestown Visitor Center. 

Historical Context 

The James-York peninsula is rich in this country's early history. Native American populations dominated 
human occupation on much of the peninsula from the late Pleistocene until European settlement in the 
seventeenth century. In 1607, Jamestown became the first permanent English settlement in North 
America. Growth first occurred along the James River, and later inland and along the York River. 
Agriculture was the primary land use during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and the peninsula 
was sparsely populated. The James-York peninsula was an important strategic battleground during the 
American Revolution. Williamsburg, then the colonial capital, was a focus of the war. In 1781, the Battle 
of Yorktown was fought, and it was here that General Lord Cornwallis surrendered to General George 
Washington. The peninsula recovered slowly after the war. The reduction in agricultural productivity and 
a loss of political influence when the Virginia capital moved from Williamsburg to Richmond caused a 
reduction in the size of the region's large farms and plantations. During the Civil War, the peninsula saw 
much military activity and again recovery following the war was slow. By the turn of the twentieth 
century agriculture had declined significantly, and the onset of World War I led to the construction of 
military installations in the region. Spurred on by the anniversaries of key historic events of 1607 and 
1781 and by the restoration of the colonial capital of Williamsburg in the late 1920s, tourism became an 
increasing industry. Such heightened awareness of the region's historic significance led to the creation of 
the Colonial National Monument in 1930 (later re-designated Colonial National Historical Park). The 
primary goal of this new park was to commemorate and preserve the unique historical features of the 
James/York peninsula including Jamestown, Yorktown, and the Yorktown battlefield. A major feature of 
the park was to be a new parkway linking Jamestown, Williamsburg, and Yorktown.' 

' Landscapes. "Colonial Parkway Context." Februa~ 1998. p. xxi. 
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Current Conditions 

The Colonial Parkway was designed and constructed as a curvilinear, scenic route with expansive views 
over both the York and James Rivers. This historic district contains original roads, bridges, culverts, 
picnic areas, overlooks, and interpretive wayside exhibits associated with the construction period. From 
the entrance point at the Yorktown Visitor Center Parking lot to the entrance of the Fusiliers Redoubt 
Overlook, the Parkway moves through forested uplands. A wide swath of lawn on cut slopes 
characterizes it, with forest defining the top of the roadside slope where it blends with the original grade. 
Because of the open swath of lawn, open sky can be perceived, affecting the sense of enclosure. From 
Ballard Creek to the Naval Weapons Station, filtered views to the river on the north side of the Parkway 
are balanced by a forested edge on the south side. Near the Naval Weapons Station, the Parkway drops 
on elevation close to the water line. This portion of the Parkway, all the way to Indian Field Creek 
Bridge, is characterized by its wide-open views of the York River across the level surface of hydraulic fill. 
Between Indian Field and Felgates Creek, a zone known as Bellfield Straight, has a particularly distinctive 
spatial quality provided by a combination of alignment, topography, vegetation, and viewshed. It opens 
onto a long and straight section in contrast to the gently curving comdor previously experienced between 
here and Yorktown. Situated 25' above the river, regular spaced pine trees provide a shaded, columned 
loggia through which expansive views of the river are appreciated. 

Between Felgates Creek and Williamsburg the spatial character of the comdor is tightly enclosed, with a 
dense forest on both sides of the road. From Williamsburg to Jones Mill Pond, six underpasses that lend 
a particular character to this area as one repeatedly moves under the series of brick arches punctuate the 
continuous forest enclosure2. The character of enclosed forest extends all the way from Williamsburg to 
Halfway Creek Bridge, although there are a few areas that provide lateral views into wetlands and other 
open zones such as the Great Oaks parking overlook. As the Parkway approaches College Creek from 
Halfway Creek, the spatial character becomes more open and the comdor affords wide views to the 
James River and the College Creek tidal marsh. From College Creek to Archers Hope and Mill Creek, 
the Parkway is set back from the river so that the river is viewed over a larger expanse of open, mowed 
land, much of which is hydraulic fill. Between Mill Creek and Jamestown Island, vegetative buffers 
provide dense enclosure and obscure most of the views to the river and marsh. This enclosure breaks 
momentarily as the Parkway crosses Powhatan Creek. The Jamestown Island Isthmus provides the 
unique spatial experience of traversing a narrow spit of land with water on both sides. Once the Parkway 
crosses the Isthmus Bridge it enters the Jamestown Visitor Center parking lot and again becomes 
enclosed by the surrounding vegetation3. 

The entire length of the Colonial Parkway possesses extraordinary integrity to the period of its 

' Ibid pp. 339-342 
' [bid p. 349 
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construction. In general, the Parkway provides nearly the same experience for visitors as it did during the 
historic period. The dominant features of the roadway remaining intact include: original width and 
alignment of the road, the colonial-style brick work of the bridges and culverts, most of the views and 
vistas, and the varied experience of a curvilinear road moving from shoreline to shoreline. There are a 
few exceptions of features that defer from the original parkway experience including a housing 
development that is encroaching along the approach to Jamestown from Williamsburg, two post-1958 
bridges, several linear stretches of post-1958 concrete swales, some encroaching vegetation, and modern 
wooden guard rails. 

Description of Contributing Resources in the District 

In addition to the three traditional categories of contributing resources (structures, sites, and objects), 
landscape qualities essential to the character of the Colonial Parkway have been divided into four - - 

additional categories. The seven categories are as listed below: 

spatial organization 
circulation 
topography 
vegetation 
structures 
sites 
objects 

Spatial organization refers to the composition and sequence of outdoor spaces within the district. 
Circulation refers to the means and patterns of movement through the district. Topography refers to the 
ways in which the landscape planning responds to the topographic features of the site. Vegetation refers 
to both the responses to existing vegetation and to the management of vegetation through pruning, 
removal or addition of trees and shrubs. Structures include all the contributing structures in the district, 
including the road, bridges, overpasses and underpasses, walls, and culverts. Sites include all contributing 
sites within the district including parking lots, picnic areas, and overlooks. Objects refers to all the 
contributing small scale features in the district and may have multiple parts, such as signs, however, 
within the description is found a total count and general location of the parts. 

S~atial  organization 

The spatial organization of the Parkway was driven by the desire to connect three historic sites through a 
scenic and beautiful landscape. This was accomplished by moving from a low-lying and open river terrain 
to a higher, undulating and enclosed forested terrain and back down to a low-lying and open river terrain. 
The routing of the Parkway only partially created the spatial character, which was further enhanced by 
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the design of the roadway itself The road was designed with a series of smaller, individual spatial events 
which provided an interesting and varied driving sequence. These local spatial characteristics were 
created in the Parkway design through grading, planting, alignment, and views and vistas4. 

Today the general organization of the Parkway remains lhgely intact and moves seamlessly from the low- 
lying and open river terrain, to the higher, undulating and enclosed forested terrain, and back to the low- 
lying and open river terrain. Many of the local spatial events, although matured, are also intact, 
perpetuating that unique and seamlessly planned design sequence. These events include the cleared 
understory and designed vegetation that frame views to the York and James Rivers, tidal creeks, enclosed 
forested edges along the higher terrain, the long low sequence of concrete bridges over unbounded tidal 
marshes near Jamestown, and the parking overlooks. Views and vistas continue to be a strong 
characteristic of the Parkway. Critical planned views surviving &om the period of significance include the 
following: (see attached sketch map, "Views and Vistas'y 

Along the York River: 
V-I: filtered and open views to the York River between Ballad's Creek and Felgate's Creek 
V-2 views to Ballard Creek, Bracken's Pond, Indian Field Creek and Felgate's Creek 

Along the ridge before the Williamsburg Tunnel: 
V-3: filtered views to Ringfield 
V-4: views to King's Creek 
V-5: views to Jones Mill Pond 

Along the ridge after the WiNiamsburg Tunnel: 
V-6: views to Great Oak 
V-7: views to Halfivay Creek 

Along the James River: 
V-8: views of the river from College Creek to Mill Creek 
V-9: views of inland marsh at College Creek, Archer's Hope, and Mill Creek 
V-10: views to Gospel Spreading Farm 

Mill Creek to Jamestown: 
V-1 I: views to Powhatan Creek marsh 
V-12: views from Isthmus bridge to Jamestown Island and the James River 

4 Landscapes et al., "Colonial Parkway Cultural Landscape Report," April 25. 1996 (95% drafi), p. 239. 
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In some locations, such as along Bellfield Straight, the views are more random and less regular in their 
repetition than in general. Because the Parkway borrowed heavily on the adjacent landscape for some of 
its varied spatial sequence, there has been some change, although not uniformly detrimental, to the 
Parkway's character. This is especially true in the forested higher terrain where modem development has 
diminished the vegetative buffer. Other lost views due to encroaching vegetation include areas near 
Felgates Creek, Brackens Pond, and College Creek. Overall, the Parkway exhibits its historic spatial 
character including key views and vistas. 

Circulation 

The Colonial Parkway was designed to link the three historic sites of Yorktown, Williamsburg and 
Jarnestown. The historic circulation character is primarily defined by alignment and surfacing. During 
the construction period, the alignment of the Parkway was characterized as sinuous, comprised of spiral 
and single-centered curves with limited tangents, and set in an average 500 foot right-of-way. The design 
consistently adhered to low curvature and grade standards (maximum 15% and 5% respectively). 
Horizontal curves smoothly transitioned from one direction to the next and vertical curves moved 
smoothly from one topographic condition to another. The gently winding road evoked anticipation in the 
experience of the motorist of moving from one curve to the next.' The character design of the curves 
was consistent from one end of the Parkway to the other, providing an essential unity throughout. 

The reinforced concrete pavement of the Parkway, with its finish of exposed local aggregate, was an 
integral part of the overall character of the roadway. The full length of the Parkway was concrete, except 
for the terminal ends of the pavement and the terminal parking lots, which were paved in chip sealed 
asphalt. The Parkway 's concrete surface was laid in three lanes, each 10 feet wide, making its total 
width 30 feet. The light color of the concrete accentuated the roadway's curving alignment, creating a 
distinctive driving experience. In areas of hydraulic fill, the Parkway 's finish of exposed local stone 
complemented the sandy soil colors, further unifying the Parkway with its surroundings. 

Another distinctive characteristic of the generous roadway was the absence of the painted roadway lane 
striping. A visually present, but recessive joint divided the pavement into three lanes without the 
obtrusive paint striping. Although the use of striping has been discussed over the decades as a safety 
issue, "no passing" signage has met this need. The entire Parkway remains unstriped and retains the 
recessive jointing between lanes, therefore the road blends more effectively into the surrounding 
landscape and scenery.6 

(bid p. 263 
6 Landscapes el al.. p 274 
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Circulation characteristics retain a high degree of integrity along the Colonial Parkway. The Parkway's 
alignment has not changed since construction was completed in 1958. The horizontal and vertical curves 
remain in their original state with the exception being, some mudjacking that occurred in the 1960s was 
done to re-establish alignment after roadbed settling. The surface of the road retains its light exposed 
aggregate concrete linish in three 10 foot lanes, with the ixception of the terminal ends of the Parkway 
that remain single lanes of chip sealed asphalt. Repairs to the pavement have left a patchwork appearance 
in isolated areas along the entire Parkway length that detracts from the original condition of a unified 
ribbon of color. Another change to the road surface is the addition of curbs and drainage chutes installed 
during a Federal Highway Administration (FHwA) repair project to facilitate drainage.' Overall, the 
historic character of circulation of the Parkway is preserved. 

Topography is a very important feature in creating the character of the Colonial Parkway as it crosses 
from a low-lying river terrain to a hilly ridge terrain back to a low-lying river terrain. As the design and 
construction of the Parkway moved forward, a distinct vocabulary of grading features resulted. The first 
of these was the broad, relatively flat hydraulic fill conditions where the Parkway crossed creek mouths. 
These open, level areas created expansive views over the rivers and marshes. Cut and fill slopes also 
emerged as primary design features of the Parkway. These slopes varied in steepness from 2: 1 to 5: 1 with 
3: 1 and 4: 1 slopes dominating. These characteristic side slopes helped give the Parkway its three 
dimensional, volumetric quality. In some areas the road was enclosed by the surrounding landscape; in 
other areas, sloped embankments falling away from the road on either side gave the feeling of moving 
through lower terrain. In these ways, the road's cuts and fills helped give the alignment a clear visual 
definition, which enhanced the experience of driving the Parkway. 8 

Overall changes to the Parkway topography since 1958 have been localized and minor. Although 
changes in topography have occurred where new overpasses and underpasses and their associated access 
ramps have occurred, the distinctive volumetric and visual qualities of the roadway provided by the 
curving horizontal and vertical alignment and the cut and fdl side slopes retain a high degree of integrity. 

Vegetation 

Vegetation is a critical character-defining feature along the Colonial Parkway. Both naturally occumng 
and designed plantings were used to enhance the driving experience by framing vistas, enclosing spaces, 
punctuating linear stretches of road, and softening the foreground of sweeping views. Vegetation on the 
Colonial Parkway may be grouped into three general categories: pre-existing vegetation, designed 

' lbid p. 407 
Landscapes eta].. p. 256 
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plantings, and lawns. 

Pre-existing vegetation that existed prior to the Parkway construction was well-documented by park 
foresters. Three major plant associations were identified which included a mixed pine forest with loblolly 
pine and scrub pine predominating; a mixed hardwood forest containing sweet gum, red oak, black oak, 
white oak, and tulip poplar predominating; and a mixed pine and hardwood forest c o m b i i g  species of 
the two previous groups. Understory in all forest types included American holly, cherry, dogwood, and 
ironwood. Shrubs and vines in the understory included bayberry, Virginia creeper, and greenbriar. In 
addition to the forest areas, there were vast stretches of tidal marsh containing bayberry, saltbush, and 
marsh grasses. Correspondence shows that NPS landscape architects took great pains to preserve the 
existing vegetation wherever possible. Forests were an important design component of the road, 
especially along the higher ridges between the rivers. The Parkway also crossed marshes along both the 
York and James Rivers; the natural marsh communities were an important part of the Parkway scenery. 9 

Designedplantiizgs were planned along the entire length of the Parkway and ranged from highly designed 
plantings beds to selective thinning or clearing. Supplemental planting of existing vegetation was done to 
create views, frame spaces, or change the visual and spatial sequence along the road. Along the 
Yorktown to Williamsburg segment in the 1930s, designed plantings included dense planting beds at the 
overlooks to shield cars from the view. Another example is low dense masses of shrubs used along the 
banks of the Parkway to edge and "face down" existing lines of vegetation. Often a large specimen tree 
would be located along the opposite end of the planted curve to guide the eye. Planting of masses was 
also done up to the pavement's edge. In addition to designed planting masses, cutting vegetation to 
create vistas was a major planting design effort. Vistas were cut to view open areas of swamp, marsh, and 
river. Sometimes areas of trees were opened up not to expose a dramatic view, but to change the spatial 
character along the road creating a sequence of alternating light and shade.'' 

Native plants provided the predominant species type and plants were selected for their seasonal interest. 
Along the Williamsburg to Jamestown segment in the 1950s, many of the same principles were utilized in 
designed plantings, however, far fewer plants were used and more typically, plants were used to enhance 
existing lines of vegetation. In contrast to the more enclosed vegetative spaces along the Yorktown to 
Williamsburg segment, the forest edge from Williamsburg to Jamestown undulated and was much farther 
away from the pavement. The creation of larger spaces around pavement was part of a distinct planting 
aesthetic, which held that the Parkway would be more than just a "green tunnel." 

The visual experience along the Parkway in the 1950s was varied by the use of vegetation in the more 
open areas along the river shores. Plantings clustered around parking overlooks created the feeling of an 

9 Ibid.. pp. 283-284 
10 Landscapes et al., pp. 29 1-294 
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oasis in the flat, wide open spaces of the James River. Transforming sandy hydraulic fll areas into a 
pastoral landscape where specimen trees dappIe a sunny lawn created another effect. Plant masses 
appeared to also be used to frame bridges and soften architecture, helping them to merge into the 
surrounding landscape." 

I 

Luwns were an important component of the overall design of the Parkway . In the 1930s, turf was used to 
edge the Parkway pavement in some areas and varied in height throughout the Parkway . The typical 
arrangement was a short turf trimmed 3" to 4" along the pavement edge with taller grass found behind 
guardrails and grassy swales, underneath planting beds, and in areas abutting forest. In the 1950s, lawns 
were used in a more curvilinear fashion in front of vegetated areas, creating an edge that often widened to 
create small "bays" of lawn. Lawn was maintained by various mowing regimes and was generally kept 
short at 2" to 3" in height.I2 

Vegetation Summary 
There has been substantial change to the vegetation along the Parkway since the construction period 
Because vegetation is a biotic feature some change must be accepted. Analyzing this resource type, 
therefore, requires comparing original design intent with the character of the surviving vegetation. 

Pre-Existing Vegetation: Many of the same forest species exist today that were pre-existing, while 
others have changed through succession, have been displaced by the spread of invasive exotic species, or 
have been lost due to insect infestations. Forest health in some areas has been negatively affected by the 
adjacent development, which has fragmented once large contiguous areas of forest. This has also reduced 
the width of the forest edge in some places along the road. The Parkway wetlands are largely in their 
historic locations and have been impacted somewhat by environmental changes; Phragmites are beginning 
to dominate the planted native communities and over time may be a threat to the native wetland species 
that characterized the Parkway during the historic period. Other native shrub species, such as southern 
wax myrtle, have been nearly obliterated by invasive shrub species such as Japanese privet. 

Designed Plantings: In general, the designers' intent for the vegetation along the Parkway to mature and 
change over time. The broad types of designed plantings in place by the 1950s continue to exist today 
although planting locations may have changed. Designed plantings have not been without their share of 
environmental threats, however. Invasive shrubs like privet have completely wiped out many of the 
planted native shrub masses such as southern wax myrtle and Phragmites has overwhelmed the planted 
native communities around the marshes where bridges span over the outlets. Even with these threats, 
many examples of the distinct designing aesthetic remains intact throughout the Parkway, such as the tall 
pines cowering above along Bellfield Straight. Overall, it appears that the designed Parkway vegetation 

1 1  Ibid.. p 299 
" bid.. p. 294 
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can be considered to have relatively high integrity. 

Lawns: Lawns continue to be a dominant feature that contributes to the Parkway character. Overall, the 
variation of turfheights can be viewed and the broad expanses of open turf. 

Structures 

Structures along the Parkway, as the designers ori&y predicted, are an important visual element. 
These can be divided into three broad groups: drainage features, overpasses and bridges (which carry the 
road over interruptions), and underpasses (which cany other roads over the Parkway, including the 
tunnel under Williamsburg). Two major types of structures were developed: brick-clad concrete 
structures and concrete structures. The brick-clad concrete structures were varying in sizes as drainage 
features, overpasses, and underpasses; the concrete structures consisted of bridges with larger spans 
located over tidal marshes. 

In addition, a 1932 proposed development plan for the Marine Barracks, Navy Mine Depot (now Naval 
Weapons Station) included barracks buildings, brick masonry and concrete structures, wire fencing, nine 
gates, a road system, and plantings. It is not known what was actually built and what has been taken 
down, however, a brick wall and sentry box remain. 

Drainage features included pipe culverts designed to carry water under the road. These included 
concrete pipes with brick-clad headwalls ranging from 18-24 inches in diameter; reinforced concrete 
arches, also clad with brick, with spans !?om 4-6 feet; and two larger drainage features of more than 14 
feet in diameter - again clad in brick. Drainage features also included grass and concrete swales. These 
were used to channel water collected off the concrete surface of the road. 

Underpasses and overpasses were typically brick-clad concrete structures. Brick headwalls and brick 
arches featured a Colonial design vocabulary similar to the Williamsburg restoration work. The brick 
work on the arched structures was complex, usiig Flemish and English bonds and beveled and half-round 
bricks. The tunnel under Williamsburg was a hrther extension of the concrete construction and brick 
detailing pioneered on the drainage structures and underpasses. The Colonial revival facade, however, hid 
a major modem engineering feat--the construction of the tunnel's 30-foot wide concrete arch ~tructure.'~ 

Bridges spanning the tidal marshes were of much less elaborate design intended to blend with the 
hydraulic fill. Cost, ability to achieve long spans, and the scenery were the primary considerations in 
developing the low concrete structures. The first to be constructed were over the marshes between 
Yorktown and Williamsburg and featured sandblasted concrete railings. The modern, streamlined design 

I3 Landscapes et al., p 207 










































































