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CONDITION

The Warburton House is a typical Virginia planter's house of the late
seventeenth century. Regrettably, because of fire, only the brick portions
of this simple one-and-a-half story dwelling are original. Although
recently obscured by a coat of gray paint, the walls remain a fine

example of early-colonial brickwork. They are laid in Flemish bond with
glazed headers above the beveled water table, and in English bond below.
All of the openings are topped by deep scgmental arches with alternating
glazed and rubbed voussoir bricks. Fortunately, the structure'’s two

very fine T-shaped chimney stacks are in good condition and have not been
painted. The stacks are unusual in that they are set back slightly from
the plane of their respective end walls, to form a beveled ridge near the
roofline. Such treatment is frequently obsarved on houses of comparable
style in England but it is rare in America. The stacks are given

further decoration through the plac1ng of glazed headers at the principal
cornérs, and by the use of a hound's- tooth course at the base of each cap.
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Although hidden behind a long screened-in porch, the entrance front of the
Warburton House is symmetrically arranged, having a window on either side
of a centered front door. The rear elevation is likewise obscured by a
later porch, as well as a modern frame rear ell, but the bay arrangement,
unlike thzat of the front, is asymmetrical having one window near the easteﬁ
corner and two widely spaced doors. On both ends of the house a pair of
original very small segmental arched windows have been bricked in, but two
even smaller windows have been cut in the second floor level of the east
end at a later date,
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The changes and additions noted above prevent the Warburton House from
conveying much impression of antiquity; however, what original fabric remains
is well preserved and maintained, and has not been significantly disfigured
by the later additions., The house stands in a small isolated clearing

at the end of a wooded lane of about a half mile in length from the county
road.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Because of the destruction of the James City County records, little is
known of the early history of Pinewoods. It is believed that the house
was built by a Warburton, and it is known that Thomas Warburton patented
200 acres in James City County on 1 February 1664, The property is still
owned by the Warburton family and survives as a typical example of a
Virginia planters' house of the late seventeenth century.
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