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1. Name 
historic Croaker Landin5 Archaeological Sit& (44JC70) (@HI, File  No. 47-93) 

andlor common N/ A 

2. Location 
street & number 1L not for publication 

city, town cro*-er X vicinity of 

st,,te Virginia codb 51 ' county J m s  City code 095 

Category Ownership Status Pmunt Umo 
- district public . o c c u p l e d  - agriculture - museum - buildlng(8) - private z unoccupied - commercial JL Park 
- structure - both - work in progress - mducatlonal - private residence 
-x site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - scientitlc 

- being considered X yes: unrestrlcted - Industrial - transportation 
N/ A - no - milltary - other: 

4. Owner of Prooertv 
- - - - 

Ronald D. Sutton, 
name C0iTWOi1+;<?~lkh of ' J i~q in ia  - Division of parks & kcreation Jo - s 1 - w  

4 .  

S - 
street & number - 1201 kshington Buildinq 

zip code 
city, town Richmond N / L  vicinity of state Virginia 23219 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse. registry of deeds, etc. James City County Courthouse 

street &I number South Henry Street  

city, town williamburg ,tate Virginia 23.185 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Division of Historic L-rks 

title sit2 ~ o .  4 4 3 ~ 7 0  has this properly been determined dlgible? - yes _X_ no 

date Jaiiuary 19, 19.7R - federal 1L state - county - local 

deposltoq for survey records Division of Historic Iandmrks 221 Governor St reet  

clty, tom Richmond l u t e  Virginia 23219 

eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:VLR     03/17/1987                                     NRHP  05/14/1987



Condition Check one Check one 
- excelknt - deteriorated _X_ unaltered L original site 
X good - rulns - altered - moved date N/ A 
- talr _x- unexpooed 

Describe the prosent and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Situated In Jams City County , the 
Croaker Landing Archaeological S i t e  is  a prehistoric n&dde~containlng undisturbed 
s t r a t i f i ed  deposits spannlng approximately 2,500 years of aboriginal occupation. 
First discovered in 1978 dwinp; land clearing ac t iv i t i es  associated with the  
development , the key portion of the s i t e  has remabed 
intact .  F Y m  excavations In the  deepest - level  a t  this location have been obtained 
examples of some of the  ea r l i es t  ceramics known for  the coastal plain of Vir@;lnia. 
Designated by the  VDHL as the  Croaker Landing ceramic series,  they date f r a n  ca. 1200 
t o  800 B.C. 

BACKGROUND 

The Croaker Landinn Archaeolo~ical S i te  in Jams Citv Countv. Virdnia 

The site was *st discovered i n  January, 1978, when land clear* ac t i v i t i e s  
associated with development revealed a surface 
scatter- of prehistoric ceramics and oyster shell .  An archaeological reconnai- 
ssance survey, performed by the VDlL a t  the request of park developers identif ied 
three m a s  of midden concentration, designated 44JC70 and 44JC71 (FIgn?e 1; Photo 1). 

'I 

Two midden concentrat ions, collectively designated 44JC70 and located upon a 
knoll, were tested archaeologlcally . The northemmost midden concentration, si tuated 
above the  32 foot contour l ine  and not nominated, consisted of very shallow cul tura l  
deposits and contained srnall amounts of Early t o  Middle Woodland period materials. 

A t  the  sou.ther-n base of the  knoll, however, a deep s t ra t i f i ed  mldden was located 
which measures 15 meters by 7 meters and which contained an abundance of cul tura l  
materials rangin@; f r o m  the  Early through the Late Woodland period ( ca. 1200 B .C . - 
A .D. 1600). Excavation of a T-shaped t e s t  trench, mde up of eight one meter 
squares, o r  l ess  than 1/10 of the area nominated, revealed eight pit; features. 
Within the deposits , project i le  points, aboriginal ceramics, and faunal rernains, 
including shel l f ish  and animal bone, were found (Figures 2 and 3). 

(See Continuat ion Sheet # 1) 



8. Significance 

Period 
X prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1 5 0 6 1  599 
- 1600-1899 
- 1700-1 799 
- 1800-1899 
1 9 0 6  

Areas of Slgnlficanca-Check and justify below 
2L archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a rch i tec ture  religion 
- archeology-hirtork - conservation - law - rcience 

agr!cultun, - economic8 - literature sculpture 
- architecture - education mllltary - social/ 
- art - engirwrlng - murlc humanltartan 
- commerce - explorstion/settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communlcatlons - industry - polltlcs/government - tranrportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Spocific dater N/A Bullder/Architoct N/A - 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Croaker Landing Archaeolo@cal Site,  44JC70, In James ' City County, V i r g i n i a  

researck data inva lkb l e  fo r  (I) id6ntifying diagpostic a r t i f a c t s  that can I I K ) ~ ~ .  
precisely deflne prehistorfc chronologies for V i r g i n i a ' s  coastal plain and (2) 
d o c m n t  changes over time In human adaptation t o  the region's natural env l romnt .  

BACKGROUND 

Well preserved, s t r a t i f i ed  mldden deposits, such a s  that  at the Croaker Landing 
Archaeological S i te ,  a n  rare i n  the coastal plain of Virginia. O f  sipgificance 
here, excavations have documented the occurrence of temporally sensitive project i le  
points and ceramics i n  a s t r a t i f i ed  context covering the ent i re  span of the  Woodland 
period. The Croaker Landing ceramic series, named a f t e r  the site and found i n  i ts  
deepest level, is  one of the ea r l i es t  pottery types identified for  coastal Virginia, 
dating from ca. 1200 t o  800 B.C. The recovery of other previously identif ied ceramic 
ser ies  and project i le  points In a s t r a t i f i ed  context a t  44JC70 confirms ea r l i e r  work 
not only i n  V i r g l n i a  but also in Delaware and Maryland and demonstrates the  striking 
s i m i l a r i t y  of ceramics and projecti le points in the Circum-chesapeake Bay region 
during the Middle and Late Woodland periods. By more precisely identifying 
temporally diagnostic a r t i f a c t s  f r o m  deposits at 44JC70, archaeologists a11 be able 
t o  be t te r  investigate and date changes occurring in local  societ ies through the  
Woodland period which culminated In the r i s e  of the Powhatan Chiefdom, one of the 
most complex Native American societ ies i n  eastern North America a t  the beginning of 
the 17th century A.D. and whose capital  d i s t r i c t ,  Werowocomoco, was located across 
f'rom 44JC70 on the opposite side of the York River. 

Also of archaeologtcal significance, 44JC70 i s  stratigraphically located within 
the York River's fresh water - s a l t  water transit ion zone and contains i n  a 
s t r a t i f i ed  context a variety of well preserved shel l f ish  such as sor t  she l l  clans, 
msse l s ,  periwinkles, angel wings, and oysters. The study of Croaker Landing 
shel l f ish  remains w i l l  demonstrate changes in shel l f ish  habitat exploitation over 
tlm? and yield new Information regarding the methods and intensity wlth which 
shel l f ish  were harvested by the area's prehistoric inhabitants. These data are v i t a l  
t o  the understanding of prehistoric subsistence patterns in Virginia's coastal  plain 
and the relationship of changes in such patterns t o  population r i s e s  and incgeasing 
sedentism and socio-cultural complexity occurring in the region through the Woodland 
period. Given the  sensi t iv i ty  of shellfish t o  variations i n  temperature, bottom 
conditions, and sa l in i ty ,  the s t r a t i f i ed  midden deposit a t  the Croaker Landing 
Archaeological S i t e  a lso  is significant for  documenting envlmnmental changes over 
the a p p m x h t e l y  2,500 years of occupation here. 



ONB YO.  1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
E x p i r e s  1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

. , 
Jqmes. c i t y  coui i ty ,  VA. 

Cont muat  on sheet 1 Item number 7 Page 1 

Identified a s  a mil c m s i t e  culturallv associated with l amer  v i l l m e  s i t e s  
-A, the Cmkiker Landing &haeological S i te  in its deepest level  
contains examples of some of the ear l ies t  pottery types made i n  the coastal plain of 
Virginia. This pottery, designated by the VDHL a s  the Croaker Landing cerafidc 
series, dates f h m  ca. 1200 t o  800 B.C. The VDHL t e s t  excavations have determined 
tha t  cu.ltura1 deposits a t  44JC70 extend t o  a depth of at leas t  one meter, making the 
site of p e a t  research value. 

Although the constnrction of a public restroam fac i l i ty  a t  the York River State 
Park has impacted the adjacent area, the 105 square meters nominated have survived 
intact  (Photo 3). The surface of the T-shaped trench, excavated during the tes t ing 
of the  s i t e ,  was covered with black plas t ic  and backfilled by hand. Above and 
surrounding the midden s i t e  the land surface has been planted in lawn grass. Because 
the northwestern portion of 445~70 contained a m a l l  amount of cu.ltura1 material and 
very shallow deposits, only that  portion of 44JC70 at the base of the  knoll and 
containing stratigraphically Intact cultural deposits has been included i n  this 
naminat ion. 

Test excavations a t  the e a s t e m s t  midden, -- 
revealed no cultural stratigraphy and few ar t i fac t s  (Figure 1: 

4 4 ~ m l ,  t e s t  squares 1 and 2 ) .  Test areas designated squares 3 through 8, - 
8 ), revealed 
shallow stratigraphy containing ceramics kwn the Middle Woodland period, faunal 
remains, and oyster shel l .  s i t e  44JC71 is not considered archaeologically 
significant and is  not included in the naaninated area. 
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I 0. Geoara~hical Data 
Acreageofnomlnatd ropr ty  less thanone acre  (7 meters by 15 mters) 
Quadrangle name h Quadrangle scale 24000 
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1 I. Form Pre~ared BY 

organization Divis ion  of date 1987 

street a number 2 2 1 Governor S t r e e t  tetephone 804-786-3143 

city or town Richmond state Virginia 23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated slgnitlcance of thls property within the state Y: 

- national X- state - local 

As the designated State tlistoric Premwation Officer for the Natlonal Hlstoric Presewatlon Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate thls property for inclusion in t Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by t 

Stat* Historic Preservation Offlcer signature 

H. ~ryan Mitchell ,  Director 
title Division of His tor ic  Landmarks date April 0, 1987 
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