
The frame dependencies, located a t  four corners around the house, consis t  
of the smokehouse and dairy  a t  the southwest and northwest points 
respectively,  with a kitchen t o  the southeast and the of f ice  t o  the northea 
Of t h e  rectangular s t ruc tures  with clipped gable roofs, the most i n t e r e s t l  
is the southeast dependency which has brick nogging in t e r io r  walls and a T- 
shaped chimney near the center l a id  i n  English bond. 

CONDITION 

The a s m e t r i c a l  ex te r ior  arrangement of the main house is ref lected i n  the 
i n t e r io r  plan as  well. The wide entrance h a l l  with the narrower s t a i r  h a l l  
behind i s  off-center,  making the two rooms on the north smaller than the 
two on the south. The southeast room once held the f i nes t  woodwork i n  the 
house, woodwork which was added t o  and changed i n  the late-eighteenth 
century, culminating i n  probably the most elaborate paneled and painted 
room i n  Virgiqia i f  not  i n  America., : This famous woodwork is now displgyed .. . , , ,-, . .  . . 
' i n  ' the  ~nie 'r icai  Wing of thhe ~et ;dpol i tan Museum of Art i n  ' ~ e w  ~ o r k  'city. 
A l l  of the remaining woodwo,rk dates  from tpe f i r s t  half  of the eighteenth ... '~ ... . , , 

1 century. 
The s t a i r ,  which ascends along the north wali  with two short  f l i g h t s  above, 
has three turned balusters  t o  a treader. Aa Thomas T. Watennan notes, the 
r a i l  a t  the f i r s t  landing does not "ramp over the top of the post, a s  is 
usual i n  Georgian s t a i r s , "  but abuts it. The s t a i r  w a l l  is paneled with a 
high dado composed of a long rectangular panel above a broad one, a design 
repeated i n  a l l  remaining rooms. The cornice i n  the s t a i r  and entrance hall  
is denti led and considerably heavier than the cornices i n  the r e s t  of the 
house. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( l f b a w n )  PWVSICIL APPEARANCE 

Marmion is a frame, two-story house with a clipped gable roof and two 
in t e r io r  end chimneys with exposed chimney shaf ts .  The bays ( f ive on the 
e a s t  s ide  and seven on the west) a r e  asymmetrically placed. The ex te r ior  
design owes its in t e r e s t  primarily t o  the informal, farmhouse atmosphere 
and the in te res t ing  exposed brickwork of the chimneys, most of which i s  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond with patterned glazed headers. However, there has 
been some rebuilding on the south chimney, while the chimney on the north 
i s  l a id  i n  three-course American bond. Also of i n t e r e s t  is  the use of a 
wide v e r t i c a l  band of glazed headers on both s ides  of the south chimney 
stack. The only ex te r ior  woodwork de t a i l i ng  of any consequence is the 
modillioned cornice, archi t rave framings on the f i r s t  l eve l  windows and 
doors, and the a l t e r ed  seeCbd f loor  two-over-two sash windows. The eas t  
porch and north wing-&re la ter 'addi t ions .  
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While each room has subt le  differences,  the basic scheme features  corner 
f i replaces  with a f u l l y  paneled chimney breast ,  high paneled dado with 
p las te r  walls and ce i l i ng  cornice. m e  chimney breasts  i n  the northeast  
and the southwest rooms each consis t  of a large cen t r a l  panel with long 
rectangular panels around a l l  four s ides  with small, almost square, panels 
a t  the four corners. These two rooms a l so  have an arched cupboard door t o  
the r i gh t  of t h e i r  chimney pieces. The northwest room has no cupboard, and 
the overmantel cons is t s  of two tall rectangles with narrow panels t o  the rigli t ,  
t o  the l e f t ,  and below i t ,  and two elmst square panels a t  the two bottom 
corners. A l l  three  rooms have a rectangular f i rep lace  opening framed by a 
thick bolecrion molding. 
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STATEUEI lT  O F  S~DNIFICANCE . . . s ! .  
It i s  t r ad i t i ona l ly  held t ha t  Colonel 3illiq ~ i t = h ~ ~ h J ,  progqnitor. of the 
Fitzhugh family i n  Virginia,  b u i l t  a house soon a f t e r  1970 which was 
incorporated i n t o  the  present s t ruc ture .  c e r t a in ly  the  asymmetrical plan 
and window arrangement shows tha t  the building has g r m  through several  
stages.  Portions of the  south chinmey could date  from the late-seventeentk 
century, but the use of three-course American bond on the north chimney 
would seem to indicate  t h a t  enlargement a t  t ha t  end of the house occurred 
a f t e r  1790 o r  1800. The early-eighteenth century appearance of the 
remaining paneling i n  the f i r s t  f loor  rooms points t o  t h a t  time a s  the 
major building period of Marmion. The early-eighteenth century date  
i s  enhanced by the  brickwork of the outbuilaings,  especial ly  with the  
English bond, T-shaped chimney on the kitchen outbuilding. Thomas Tilest011 
Waterman supports a da te  of thesecond quar ter  of the  eighteenth century, 
and although there  a r e  some questions unanswered, t h i s  est imate is 
ce r t a in ly  possible,  . . , , . . , . . . . .. 

Marmion's appeal l i e s  i n  a complexity of contras ts :  the ra ther  informal 
, \ > I  

frame s t ruc tu re  with its i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  plan and facade 'stands a s  the 
center  of a formal, balanced q~ad rang le ,o f  outbuildings, and a s  the  s h e l t e r  
f o r  a f i ne  i n t e r i o r  which, a t  one time, held ' the mdst elaborate  of Virginia 
rooms. The house has remained i n  the  hands of the  Fitzhugh and Lewis 
famil ies  throughout its existence. 








