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1. Name o Property

Historic name  Millbank

othernameslsitenumber DHR # 048-0013

2. Location

street & number 15615 Millbank Road (Route 631) [ not for publication
dty or town  Port Conway vicinity

state  Virginia code VA county King George code 099 zipcode 22485

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this [ nomination [] request for
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Regrster of Historic Placesand meets the
procedural and professionalrequirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 0. In my apinion, the property [ meets [] does not meet the National Register
Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant [ nationally [] statewide [X] locally ( [ See continuationsheet for additional
comme

T : T e
."/ - — = J"//‘? <~ %
Signature of certifyfg official Date—" ~ P
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State or Federal agency and bureau Date

In my opinion, the property [1 meets [] does not meet the National Register ctttena {[] See centinuation sheet for additional comments )

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau Date

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certifythat this property is: Signature of Keeper Date of Action

[ entered in the National Register
] see continuation sheet

[0 determined eligible for the
National Regrster
[0 see continuation sheet

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register

[J removed from the National
Register

[ other (expiain:
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) Category of Property (Check only one box)
X] private 1 building(s)
] public-local X district
[] public-State [] site
[l public-Federal [] structure
[] object
Number of Resources within Property
Contributing  Noncontributing
1 2 buildings
8 0 sites
1 0 structures
0 0 objects
10 2 Total
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Sub:

DOMESTIC Single dwelling

DOMESTIC Secondary structure: kitchen
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE Storage: warehouse
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE Processing: smokehouse and distillery
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE Agricultural fields
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION Manufacturing facilities: mill and kiln
FUNERARY Cemetery

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Sub:

DOMESTIC Work in Progress: single dwelling
DOMESTIC Secondary structure: garage and greenhouse
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE Agricultural fields

FUNERARY Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: I-house

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation BRICK

walls WOOD: Weatherboard
roof ASPHALT: Shingle
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing.)

X

[
[

X

A

B
C

D

Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

I

A

OTMMmMOoOOW

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance Significant Dates
(Enter categories from instructions.) ca. 1669, ca. 1725, ca. 1800, ca. 1900
Archaeology: Historic — Non-Aboriginal

Agriculture: Historic and Present

Cultural Affiliations

Euro-American

Period of Significance
ca. 1669 to ca. 1900 Architect/Builder

Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
[] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
[] previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

L]
[] designated a National Historic Landmark
L]
L]

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

v

rimary Location of Additional Data

X] State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency

L]
L]
[ ] Local government
L]

University

[] Other

Name of repository:
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property: 110.0134
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 18 307762 4230253 3 18 307640 4228937
2 18 307940 4230202 4 18 307157 4229262
[|See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By
name/title Bryan L. Townes, Architectural Historian
organization = Commonwealth Architects date  March 30, 2004

revised May 2005 with Jean McRae of VDHR

street & number 101 Shockoe Slip, Third Floor telephone  (804) 648-5040, ext. 102
city ortown Richmond state Virginia zip code 23219

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name/title Drs. L. Andrew Ball and Gail T.W. Wertz

street & number 2845 Argyle Road telephone  (205) 934-0864

city or town Birmingham state AL zipcode 35213

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Millbank
CONTINUATION SHEET King George County, Virginia
Section number: 7 Page: 1

Summary Description

The 110-acre property known as Millbank is located in King George County, Virginia, west of Port Conway on
the north bank of the Rappahannock River overlooking the confluence of the Rappahannock River and
Millbank Creek. Composed of pastures, fields, woodland, and landscaped grounds, Millbank encompasses a
number of historic resources, including six archaeological sites identified in a 1990 survey report. The ca.
1900 I-house is approached by a long, level entrance drive and is fronted on the north by broad fields.
Constructed on the site of at least two previous dwellings, the house is situated at the head of a series of steep
terraces that descend south to the river’'s edge. Portions of the house’s basement and one of its tall chimneys
date from the 18" century. The sites of two dependencies are located on the east side of the house. A single
brick chimney marks the site of a kitchen or laundry building, and a square of bricks indicates the location of an
earlier smokehouse. Mid-twentieth-century structures on the property include a concrete block garage and a
brick and glass greenhouse, both located to the northwest of the main house. A family cemetery, associated
with past owners of Millbank, is located at the southeastern corner of the property overlooking the river. The
six identified archaeological sites yielded a variety of artifacts illustrating historic domestic occupation of
Millbank from the third quarter of the 17" century through the 20" century. Also evidence of 18"™-century
commercial warehouses and surviving remnants of a historic millrace illustrate the various activities that have
characterized the property throughout its long history.

Archaeological Survey Summary

In 1990, the firm of Harrison & Associates conducted a reconnaissance-level archaeological survey of the
Millbank property. The Society of the Descendants of Immigrant William Strother of King George, Virginia,
commissioned the survey in an effort to locate the first New World residence of William Strother (1). A copy of
the survey report titled The Reconnaissance-Level Archaeological Survey of Millbank, completed in 1991, is
located in the archives of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources in Richmond, Virginia." At the time of
the survey, approximately 190 acres were included in the Millbank tract. Ten archaeological sites were
examined at that time, six of which are within the remaining 110-acre Millbank tract. Dwelling sites, including
possible locations for the dwelling of William Strother (1), the site(s) of a warehouse or warehouses associated
with Benjamin Deverell, Samuel Skinker (I), and/or Charles Burgess, and probable early distillery sites were
identified as the following: the A. Fitzhugh Plantation Site; the Ballentine Site; the Brick Rubble Site; the Nail
Field Site; the Old House Swamp Pointe Site; and a probable Mill Site. These sites recorded periods of
occupation dating from prehistoric times through the twentieth century, and yielded artifacts that included
projectile points, ceramic sherds, clay pipestems, wrought nails, window glass fragments, and bricks. The
archaeological survey was conducted through shovel testing, “ground truthing”, and surface collection. A total
of two hundred and five shovel test pits were excavated, and over three thousand artifacts were collected. The
1990 survey indicates that the initial scope of work centering on the first home site of William Strother (I) and
budget issues limited investigations to areas along Millbank Creek and the Rappahannock River. Further
investigations throughout the 110-acre tract, especially the area not previously tested to the north, could
produce more archaeological artifacts and possibly identify additional sites on the present Millbank estate.




Strother died in 1702, at which time his eldest son, William Strother (Il), began leasing some of the property to
Benjamin Deverell. Deverell worked as an agent for a company headquartered in Bristol, England, and
established a large mercantile business on the property.® This mercantile business sold a number of
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necessities including paper, pipes, textiles, salt, nails, rum, and spices. Benjamin Deverell died in 1717 and
Samuel Skinker (1) was selected as his replacement.” Consequently, Skinker acquired a portion of the original
500-acre Strother tract. Skinker may have constructed his home on the property as early as 1717; however, a
cast-iron fireback from the existing Millbank house bears the date of 1725. This 1725 date has been
traditionally attributed to the construction date of the historic Skinker dwelling, but has not been documented.
The inscription on the fireback has been questioned, as it may relate to the date of its casting rather than to the
construction date of the early house. No known illustrations or drawings of this house have been identified,
with the exception of a number of map references showing the location of the Skinker dwelling. The depictions
of the house place it at, or near the present location of the Millbank house. Skinker ended his associations
with the Bristol company in 1719, and gave power of attorney to Charles Burgess, in order for Burgess to
complete the financial obligations begun by Deverell.2 Later, Samuel Skinker (I) purchased the remaining
portion of the Strother property.

Throughout the 18" and most of the 19" centuries, the property remained in the possession of the Skinker
descendants. In 1828, Millbank and the adjoining plantation of Yellow Hill were divided among the heirs of
John Skinker, who was the grandson of Samuel Skinker (I). The Millbank property became the possession of
Augustine Washington Fitzhugh and his wife, Mary Skinker Fitzhugh.®

Sometime around 1800, the circa 1725 house that is thought to have been built by Samuel Skinker burned and
was replaced by a second dwelling, constructed by Samuel’s son, George Skinker."® An 1872 pencil sketch
by Louisa Grey Lewis, granddaughter of Augustine Washington Fitzhugh, depicted the second house as a one-
and-a-half story “T” or “L” shaped structure with gambrel roofs and exterior end chimneys. The five-bay portion
of the structure faced the Rappahannock River and was detailed by a one story, pedimented entrance porch.

A range of five dormers extended across the south elevation, and additional dormers are pictured on the wing
that extended to the north.

The house and the surrounding lands remained in the possession of the Fitzhugh family until it was sold to
Allen Smith in 1883." The property again changed hands when it passed out of the Smith family ownership
and was purchased by Francis T. Redwood in 1899. On February 22, 1900, nearly 100 years after its
construction, the second dwelling burned and was replaced with the present two-story house.' Visual
evidence indicates that this circa 1900 dwelling incorporates foundations and at least one chimney from the
previous structures.

The existing wood frame house was constructed in the traditional I-house form, where a two story structure
utilizes two rooms and a central hall on each floor. Square, chamfered wood posts on the south porch,
louvered wood shutters at the windows, and a low hipped roof add to the rather formal architectural quality of
the exterior. The early character of the house is evident in historic photographs that record the house painted
with a light body that contrasted with dark trim, dark shutters, and two-tone wood posts on the porch. Millbank
illustrates the continued popularity of traditional house forms into the twentieth century in rural areas of
Virginia.

The sites that were investigated as part of the archaeological survey yielded a broad range of artifacts,
illustrating a variety of activities and uses. Artifacts recovered from the sites included clay tobacco pipe stems,



dark green bottle fragments, brick fragments, mortar fragments, window glass fragments, wrought nails, pottery
sherds, and a 1782 Spanish silver coin. Further study of the sites could reveal additional information
concerning the commercial activity that was inherent on the property during the 18" century, including
marketing networks along the Rappahannock River and commercial involvement with neighboring communities
and plantations.
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Although the survey did not specifically locate the dwelling site of William Strother (l) it was successful in
recovering evidence of potential sites relating to the period of domestic occupation associated with William
Strother (1) and his family. At the conclusion of the survey, Harrison & Associates recommended that the six
archaeological sites on the current Millbank property, warranted further Phase Il archaeological testing.

The 1990 survey by Harrison & Associates is notable because it was the first archaeological documentation of
one of the earliest historic settlements on the north bank of the Rappahannock River. Through the findings of
the survey, it was established that the Millbank property has been the site of agricultural enterprises,
commercial activity, and residential occupation since the 17" century. The survey demonstrated that the
Millbank property could provide important historic archaeological data related to the 17"-century settlement
patterns along the upper Rappahannock River, much like the more studied colonial sites located along the
James, York, and Potomac Rivers. Further investigation of the identified archaeological sites could also
provide a definitive location for the dwelling of William Strother (I) and his family.

Endnotes

" (Old) Rappahannock County Deed Book 4. p.134. Copy located at Essex County Courthouse, Tappahannock,
Virginia.

2 Richmond County Will Book. p. 54. Copy located at The Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia
23219.

w

King George County Deed Book 12, 1825 — 1828. p.469. Copy located at The Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad
Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219.

(Old) Rappahannock County Court Order Book, 1671-76. p. 119. Copy located at Essex County Courthouse,
Tappahannock, Virginia.

Richmond County Will Book. p. 54. Copy located at The Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia
23219.

Richmond County Deed Book 6. p. 150. Copy located at The Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street, Richmond,
Virginia 23219.

Richmond County Miscellaneous Documents. p. 109. Copy located at The Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street,
Richmond, Virginia 23219.

Richmond County Miscellaneous Documents. p. 109. Copy located at The Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street,
Richmond, Virginia 23219.

King George County Deed Book 12. p. 472. Copy located at The Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street,
Richmond, Virginia 23219.

Skinker, Thomas Keith. Samuel Skinker and His Descendants. St. Louis, MO: Published by the Author, 1923. p. 20.

King George County Deed Book 24. p. 530-532. Copy located at The Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street,
Richmond, Virginia 23219.

Skinker, Thomas Keith. Samuel Skinker and His Descendants. St. Louis, MO: Published by the Author, 1923. p. 20.

King George County Deed Book 12. p. 471. Copy located at The Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street,
Richmond, Virginia 23219.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a point at the confluence of Millbank Creek and the Rappahannock River, at the north bank of the
river and the east bank of the creek, proceed east 1,740 feet along the north bank of the Rappahannock River
to the East property line. From that point, proceed north 4,031 feet along the east property line to the North
property line. From that point proceed west 613 feet along the north property line to the West property line.
From that point proceed south 665 feet along the west property line to a point adjacent with the east bank of
Millbank Creek. Follow the east bank of Millbank Creek along the west property line for approximately 4,000
feet to the point of origin.

Boundary Justification
The noted boundary encompasses the 110 remaining acres of the historic Millbank tract. The boundary

includes the main house and its surrounding landscape, the historic plantation cemetery, agricultural fields and
wooded areas, and the six archaeological sites that have been identified on the present Millbank property.







