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Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Office Hall is a former eighteenth-century plantation in southeastern King George County. The

site is marked today by two largely unaltered early-nineteenth-century brick outbuildings: a two-
story detached kitchen and a large, pyramidal-roofed smokehouse. These structures stand side-
by-side facing the highway a few yards north of State Route 3 near its intersection with U.S.
Route 301. Built circa 1805-20, the kitchen is one of the very few one-room-plan, two-story
brick plantation kitchens recorded in the state. It exhibits several unusual features, including
formal Federal detailing, an odd hierarchy of brickwork patterns, and a second-story room
originally accessible only by an exterior stair. The coeval smokehouse, which 1s connected to
the kitchen by an early-twentieth-century frame storage shed and garage, features an unusual roof
structure. In order to create unencumbered roof space for hanging meat, its builders dispensed

with tie beams, instead using false joists fastened to outriggers that rest atop all four walls.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

The Office Hall property is a level, open tract on the north side of Route 3, a major corridor
running along the spine of the Northern Neck. The property’s western boundary is defined by
Route 301, a heavily traveled north-south highway linking Baltimore and Richmond. This major
rural intersection is marked today by small roadside businesses on three of its four corners. The

other, northeast corner, is occupied by the Office Hall tract, which is currently scheduled for
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8. Statement of Significance
Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
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Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

ARCHITECTURE Ca. 1805-1820 N/A

Cuiltural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Significant Person
N/A LK NCET —

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Office Hall is the remaining core of an eighteenth-century farmstead in southeastern King
George County. The farm was the birthplace and childhood home of William "Extra Billy"
Smith (1797-1887), U.S. congressman, Confederate general, and twice governor of Virginia.
The once-extensive plantation is represented today by two early-nineteenth-century brick
outbuildings: a smokehouse and a two-story kitchen. The kitchen served, at various points in
its history, as servanis’ lodgings and as the meeting place of a private school. Both these
buildings, which remain remarkably unaltered, possess rare architectural features illustrating the
broad repertoire of the vernacular Virginia builder. These outbuildings stand together 1n a rural

setting at the intersection of Routes 3 and 301; because of their prominent location and

distinctive architectural forms, they have served for decades as landmarks to passing motorists.

JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERIA

Office Hall is being nominated to the register under Criterion C. The nominated acreage

includes the two surviving antebellum buildings on the property. Both exhibit rare architectural
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Verbal Boundary Descrniption

[x] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

This small quarter-acre parcel includes both of the contributing buildings, and
constitutes all the land under historic easement with Historic Fredericksburg

Foundaticn.

The land surrounding this acreage is to be developed into a shopplng

center and housing develcpment in the near future.
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large-scale mixed-use development that will include retail, office and dwelling units, The area
being nominated to the National Register includes a quarter-acre lot immediately surrounding the
two early-nineteenth-century outbuildings; this is coterminous with the historic easement that the

developers granted the Historic Fredericksburg Foundation in 1989,

Aside from the two nominated structures on the quarter-acre lot, several related buildings stand
on the larger Office Hall tract. The most conspicuous of these is a commodious two-story frame
farmhouse built circa 1916-18. This dwelling replaces an earlier one-and-a-half-story frame
plantation house erected in the second half of the eighteenth century. Both the kitchen and
smokehouse stand on axis with the main house and, like it, face south toward Route 3, the
former Ridge Road between King George Court House and Oak Grove. Standing on the north
and cast sides of the nominated buildings are three small twentieth-century structures: a

pumphouse, chicken coop, and hog shelter. All these twentieth-century buildings are scheduled

for demolition in the near future.'

The kitchen

The kitchen is a one-room-plan structure measuring twenty feet wide by eighteen feet deep. It
has a two-bay front and a steep gable roof containing an unfinished loft. The first story is built
at ground level, and the building has no basement or cellar. Cooking facilities were provided
by a large main-floor fireplace feeding into an interior end chimney. Built flush with the wall,

the interior chimney lends the building a more refined and formal appearance than would a

protruding end chimney.




































































