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1. Name of Property 

historic name Powhatan Rural Historic Dis t r ic t  

other nameslsite number DHR File No. 48-18 

2. Location 

street & number Junction o f  State Route 607 and State Route 610 N/gjnd for 

city or town King George N/A vicinity 

Virginia code V A county King George code - 099 zip code 22405 

3. StateFederal Agency CettlRcatIon 

I As the designated authority under the National Hismrlc Preselvation Act, as amended, I hereby certify Ulat Mls nomination 
0 reauest for determination d ellplbll~y meas the documentation aandards for repbterinp properties in (h. Natbnal Rspiaer d 
~ l s t o r i  Places and meets the pmcedural and p roWond requirements set forth in38 ~ F i i  Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
R meets q does nol meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this propeily be amsidered significant 

de locally. (0 See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

r C h j / L  - - 
Signature of cettifyinb dfReialmtle Date 

Slate d Federal agency and bureau I Ies 
In my opinion, the pmpetly meeta does not meet the National Raster criteria. ( 0  See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signeture of certifying officialtlltie Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Sewlce Certification 
riify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

entered in the National Register. 
See continuation sheet. ~.h/fi 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 
removed from the National 

Register. 
other. (explain:) 



Powhatan King George, VA 
Name of Property County and State 

5. ClWlcatlon 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Q private building(@ Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local Ed district 15 10 
public-State site 

buildings 

public-Federal structure 1 1 Sites 
object 3 structures 

objects 
19 11 Total 

Name of related multiple property llstlng Number of contrlbutlng resources previously listed 
(Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the Natlonal Register 

n l a  0 

6. Function or Use 
Hlstorlc Functions Current Functlons 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic - single dwelling Domestic - single dwelling 

AgriculturelSubsistence - agr icu l tura l  AgriculturelSubsistence - agr icu l tura l  

f ield field; agr icul tural  outbui ldings 

Recreation and Cul ture - sports fac i l i ty  

- 
7. Description 
Architectural Classiticatlon Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival (Powhatan) foundation br ick;  concrete 

Federal (Mount Ida) walls br ick;  wwd--weatherboard; concrete; 

metal--steel; glass 

roof asphalt; metal--tin 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 



Powhatan K i n g  George, VA 
Name of Property County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Reglster Criteria 'Areas of Significance 
(Mark "xu in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions) 
for National Register listing.) A r c h i t e c t u r e  

A Property is associated with events that have made A g r i c u l t u r e  
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

Ed B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C Propelty embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery. 

Period of Signlflcance 

1830 - 1935 

Significant Dates 
c i r ca  1835 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion 8 is marked above) 

Edward  T h o r n t o n  Tayloe 

Cultural Afflllatlon 
" lzi 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance ArchitecffBuilder 

within the past 50 years. Unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 

9. Major Bibllographical References 
Blbilography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of addltlonal data: 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 C1( State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested Other State agency 

previously listed in the National Register Federal agency 
previously determined eligible by the National I3 Local government 

Register University 
designated a National Historic Landmark Other 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 
# V i rg in ia  Department  o f  H is to r ic  Resources 

recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 



Powhatan 
Name of Pmperty 

K ing  George, V A  
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 1092 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 [3 ~ 0 ~ 8 ~ 2 ~ 7 ~ 0 ~  ~ 4 i 2 ~ 3 1 6 ~ 8 1 4 i O ~  
Zone Easting Northing 

13 10,711 8 , 0 1  1 4 i 2 1 3 i 4 1 1 , 8 , 0 1  

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

3 13101511 i2 i01  1 4 , 2 1 3 , 5 1 6 , 2 , 0 1  
Zone Easting Northing , 1310i619i4i01 14,2 / 3 1 7 j 0 , 6 i 0 /  

@ See contlnuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were sel6ded on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Fonn Prepared By 

,,,,/title Land and  Community Associates 

organization date 

street & number P.0. B o x  92 telephone 804-295-3880 

Char lot tesv i l le  city or town state "A zip code 22902 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Properly Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHW or FPO.) 

Raymond R. Guest 

street & number Powhatan Plantation, PO B o x  127 telephone 703-775-31 71 

city or town K i n q  George state VA zip code 22405 

Paperwork Reductlon Act Statement: This information is being collected for appiicatlons to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
propelties forming or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend exiging listings.Reswnse to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in acmrdance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Esllmatsd &wd.n 8aM.m:  Pubkc rapoMng buram lor Inis form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including tdme for reviewing 
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The present acreage of the Powhatan Rural Historic District represents a significant reassemblage 
of the land holdings of Edward Thornton Tayloe, a member of the U.S. diplomatic service in the 
mid-eighteenth century and one of Virginia's most affluent planters of that era. While the Tayloe 
family lands were sold off in parcels throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Raymond R. Guest began to reassemble them in 1955. The approximately 1092-acre district 
contains three distinct historic residential farm clusters as well as two post-1950 stable complexes 
and several other auxiliary residential and agricultural buildings. Two of these clusters date fmrn 
the 1830- 1840 uericd and were built during the ownership of Edward Thornton Tayloe. The other 
dates from the kn of the twentieth century-and was deveioped when the financial conditions of the 
Tayloe family necessitated selling small parcels on the edge of the property. Auxiliary buildings 
outside these complexes date from both the early twentiethcentury ownership of the last Tayloe 
owners and from the rehabilitation of Powhatan into a twentieth-century horse racing farm by the 
current owners. At the largest scale the district has much the same appearance that it had 
historically. The historic Tayloe residences remain in their original locations in the midst of 
ag r i cu ld  settings. No antkbellum agricultural smctures  re^ nor do any slave dwellings. As 
a result there has been a loss of some of the details of farm and plantation life as the property has 
evolved into a modem horse racing farm and rural estate. 

Today the combined Guest farms total approximately 1092 acres; present land uses include both 
agriculture and forestry. Horse racing operations are the farm's major focus although Powhatan 
remains a working farm with crop production of corn, soybeans, and wheat. Corn, wheat, and 
oats were the historical crops. The percentage of land now in woodland has increased substantially 
since the nineteenth century; it is assumed that the amount of land in crop production and pasture 
decreased substantially following the Civil War and that this decrease continued through the 
twentieth century as the hancid  conditions of the Tayloes at Powhatan worsened f i e  
Agriculture Census of 1854 indicated that about half of the land was improved.' Since the 1950s, 
when the Guest family acquired the farm, the percentage of land devoted to crop production and 
pasture has increased again, although substantial portions remain in woodland. 

The main house, known as Powhatan, is sited prominently on a ridge overlooking the 
Rappahannock River valley, although existing vegetation conceals the river fmm the house today. 
Its appearance today cliffen little fmm that contained in an old family letter which describes a 
"wide-spreading brick mansion on a high ridge and looks across the Rappahannock Valley." As 
with many other antebellum Rappahannock plantation houses, the house is somewhat removed 

l~ational Archives and Records Service. U. S. Census Records (agriculture), 1854. 
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from the river and has no direct relationship with if although at one time the river and its -c 
may have been visible across the valley known as the "Powhatan flats." There was at least one 
earlier dwelling on the site which was removed prior to 1835. There is no indication of its 
appearance. 

Families like the Tayloes were well-educated and aaveled broadly. Their roles in the economic and 
political development of Virginia and the new nation led them to establish agricultural family seats 
with well-furnished, wmmodious, and stylish residences appropriate to their social and political 
stations. Plantations such as Powhatan provided appropriate settings where prominent guests 
could be received and families could live somewhat removed from the everyday agricultural and 
commercial activities that supported them. 

The three-pat Palladian composition of the Powhatan house consists of a square, two-story main 
block ~0Mected by hyphens to flanking one-story wings with pediments. Built of brick, the 
watertable is laid in five-course American bond with Flemish bond above. The river facade 
features tripartite windows - center six-over-six, double-hung sash flanked by sidelights. 
Widows of the land facade are single, six-over-six, double-hung sash. All windows have painted 
stone sills and wood shutters. The main block has a wide Greek Revival-style cornice and three 
interior-end chimneys; all  stacks have been rebuilt. Composition shingles cover the hipped roof. 

The finely detailed Greek Revival-style porch, rising above its brick foundation, is the focus of the 
river facade (southwest). Ionic columns and pilasters support the pedimented gable roof. Both the 
horizontal cornice and raking cornice on the @&rent h i e  egg and dart moldhgs. The porch has 
a distinctive diamond-patterned red sandstone floor. The front door feanues a rectangular transom 
and flanking sidelights. The land facade (northeast) features a one-story, seven-bay porch 
encompassing the main block and hyphens of the rear elevation, co~ecting the wings with the 
main block. Square tapered posts support its low shed roof. 

The wings are one-story rectangular blocks each wnsisting of two rooms p t e d  by a center 
chimney. The windows on the wings' river facades, like those of the main block, are tripartite, 
while the side and rear windows are single, six-over-six, double-hung sash. The same wide 
Greek Revival-style cornices are found on the wings, and the pedimented gable ends are covered 
with unomamented flush siding. 

In 1955, near the time of his acquisition of Powhatan, Raymond Guest engaged Warrenton 
architect Washington Reed, Jr. to develop plans and specifications for the renovation of the interior 
of the main house. Examination of the extant drawings and specifications from 1955 indicate that 
some of the interior embellishments, including mantels and other woodwork details, were 
replaced A significant number of other interior elements were relocated within the house; the 
specification detailed relocating doors and openings within the house; moving the central arch from 
the center hall to the stair entry adjacent to the hall; and replacing the original stair with a more 
elaborate stair in the same original location. Although these changes were made, the essential 
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character-deflning plan is still evident. For example, although the house no longer retains a fmt- 
floor central hall that extends the depth of the house, the half-hall that remains gives evidence of its 
original floor plan. The basement s6ll retains its large kitchen hearth, another l immnt  room has 
been renovated as the present kitchen to preserve the historic character of the Original. 

A number of utilitarian buildings and structures were removed during the 1955 rehabilitation of the 
property. Roberta Love Tayloe's reminiscences of Powhatan indicate that several postbellum 
buildings and structures may have developed in close proximity to the main house and along its 
approaches to make handlidg farm and d k t i c  chores easier once there were no longer slaves to 
anend to them. No above-mund evidence remains of those postbellum buildings and structures 
(which at a minimum inclded chicken and duck houses, chiiken coops, a greed~ouse, a 
coldframe, woodpiles, and pig pens). The one remaining outbuilding contemporary with the 
house is a large smokehouse sited near the southeast end of the house. It is a frame building with 
brick foundation, wide-plank flush siding, and a hipped roof. The interior has been remodeled for 
storage and there is a small shed addition to one side. Other existing domestic outbuildings include 
two small cottages that were built after the Guests acquired the property. Both are similar one- 
story h e  buildings sheathed with beaded weathertoad siding; they face each other across a 
service drive. Nearby are the greenhouse and octagonal brick garden house. The slave dwellings, 
described by Tayloe as located on the mad leading from Powhatan to Mount Ida, have been 
removed as has the antebellum barn ruin also mentioned by Tayloe. 

The current landscape in the immediate house environs reflects the tastes of the present owners as 
well as the history of the Tayloe periods. Boxwoods added by the Guests line the circular entry 
drive at the rear (northeast) of the house and screen the swimming pool and tennis court northwest 
of the house. The Tayloe family cemetery stands to the north of the pool and tennis wurt. 
Encircled by cedars and a white picket fence are the graves of three generations of Tayloes, 
including that of Edward Thomton Tayloe, who had Powhatan built. South of the house are a 
small flower garden and terraces, most probably remnants of the Tayloe residency. There is also a 
large circular circa 1955 race track southwest of the house and opposite the stables. 

On the flats below the house are barns, stables, and other auxiliary buildings that have been built in 
support of agricultural and horse racing-related activities. The earliest structures are a wood-frame, 
gambrel-roofed dairy bam and adjacent water tower appearing to date from the Bladen Tasker 
Tayloe ownership; the barn may be the one mentioned in Roberta Love Tayloe's reminiscences. 
The stable complex near the main enuy to the Powhatan farm consists of an attractively 
landscaped, one-story, concrete-block stable featuring a center clock tower, and two auxiliary 
wood-frame houses. Located along a driveway behind the stable, the larger of the two houses is a 
two-story, side-gabled building with a shed-roofed porch and a rear ell; the second house is a one- 
story, side-gabled building with a gable-roofed front porch, enclosed side p c h ,  and an end 
chimney. A second one-story concrete block stable, situated on the lower lands west of the main 
house and near a pond that may date from the Tayloe period, is more utilitarian in appearance. The 
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stable complexes have been built since Guest purchased the property in 1955. The entry road near 
the stables also serves as a landing snip and has been widened to accommodate this function. 

A winding country lane leads northeast from the main house at Powhatan to Mount Ida, which was 
once part of the Tayloe lands in King George County but which was sold shortly after the Civil 
War. Two buildings, the house and a smokehouse, remain at Mount Ida from the Edward 
Thomton Tayloe period of ownership. 

The house at Mount Ida is sited facing southeast in a clearing at the top of a rise surrounded by a 
wooded landscape. The one-and-a-half story, five-bay, wood-frame house is sheathed with 
beaded weatherboard siding and built on a raised brick foundation laid in Flemish bond The rear 
of the house features a slightly projecting center bay, but otherwise both the front and rear 
entlyways are identical. Six-panel double doors provide access; one appears original and the other 
appears to have been intended as a faithful repmduction. A band of diagonal reeding separates the 
door frame from the five-light rectangular transom. The first-story windows are nine-over-nine, 
double-hung sash while the basement windows are six-over-six sash. Three gable-roofed dormers 
with six-over-six sash windows pierce both the front and rear of the wood-shingled, side-gabled 
roof. There are two exterior, Flemish bond-brick end chimneys. Pent closets flank the northeast 
end chimney on the basement and first stories. 

Tradition holds that Mount Ida is one of the oldest houses in King George County, but an analysis 
of nails conducted in 1969 by W. Brown Morton III and Lee Nelson suggests that the house was 
built mund 1835. Morton &&ed at the rime that the house, which &-the appeararm of a late 
eighteenth century house, was built for an owner who favored aaditional building types and 
employed local carpenters and masons.2 The house's traditional form and late Federal detailing 
stand in marked contrast to the very fashionable Powhatan which was built at approximately the 
same time. Since the house is a substantial and welldetailed - albeit small - house, it is likely 
that it was built for a member of Edward Thornton Tayloe's family. Morton also posed the 
possibility that the existing house replaced an earlier one on the site and was built to approximate it 
as closely as possible. A note in the WPA file lends credence to this theory. It indicates that the 
date of construction of the original house is not known but that the present house was built a 
number of years before the Civil War. King George Land Tax Books indicate that a new house 
was built to replace an old building in 1835; however, whether the house was Mount Ida or 
Powhatan cannot be determined. Examination of the U. S. Census records for 1830 and 1840 did 
not provide insights into the house's original occupants and, therefore, its design or date. 

The plan and interior woodwork at Mount Ida retain much of their original appearance. The 
interior appears to retain its original center hall, although the stair has k e n  cohpletely rebuilt - 
probably in its original location. Existing plans indicate the house was rehabilitated sensitively in 

2~orrespondence W. Bmwn M m n  IU to Raymond R. Guest, 10 April 1%9. 
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1970 for the present owner. The installation of a modem kitchen, wet bar, and bathrooms 
occurred without violation to characterdehing features of the house. Although the basement and 
second-story bathrooms occur on the center rear bay of the house, the integrity of the house as a 
central-passage residence remains. The pine floors on the first and second stories may be original 
to the house, and the house appears to retain three of the four known, original, Federal-style 
mantels. The fireplaces on the second-story ends have been closed to provide additional wall space 
in these small, half-story rooms. The majority of the door and window surrounds and the 
baseboard and cornice mouldings appear original, and many of the original, six-panel wood doors 
remain extant However, the wood wainscot in the dining room and much of the woodwork in the 
kitchen date from the 1970 renovation. 

Plans indicated new porches were built during the 1970 renovation. The present front porch is a 
one-story, three-bay wood porch with tapered square posts supporting the flat roof. It replaced a 
similar porch that was not original. The one-story, five-bay rear porch runs the length of the 
house. The square tapered posts are the same as found on the front, and the rear porch is enclosed 
with metal screens. 

The smokehouse, which is used for storage, is situated near the east end of the house. The wood- 
frame building is sheathed with beaded weatherboard and sits on a brick foundation. A king-uost 
mss system Gpports a pyramidal roof covered with wood shingles and topped with a weathkd 
wooden finial. The brick foundation and beaded siding may date from the 1970 renovation. Other 
buildings at Mount Ida include a frame garage and wellhouse @haps from the 1970 
rehabilitation), and a barn and storage building that appear to date frmn the turn of the twentieth 
century. 

Across the flats and behind the major twentiethcentury stable complex stands the Hudson farm 
complex, which is a good example of a medium-size farmstead built in the late nineteenth to early 
twentieth century. It stands on flat open land and is approached along a narrow lane lined with 
cedar trees. The complex includes the dwelling, a summer kitchen, two barns, a granary, two 
silos, and an equipment shed. 

The two-story, three-bay, wood-frame dwelling faces southeast, toward nearby State Route 610. 
It is sheathed with vinyl siding and has a one-story, five-bay front porch. Shutters flank the two- 
over-two, double-hung sash windows. Standing-seam metal sheathing covers the gable roof, and 
there are two brick interim end chimneys. There is a two-story, onsroom, rear ell with an 
enclosed side porch. 

Immediately behind the house stands the summer kitchen. The one-story, two-bay, fnune building 
is sheathed with weatherboard siding, and the gable roof is covered by standing-seam metal 
sheathing. The windows are six-over-six double-hung sash, and there is one brick interior end 
stove flue. Wide wood planks cover the interim walls. The kitchen appears to be an interesting 
survival for its period of the earlier architemral tradition of the detached kitchen. 
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Further behind the summer kitchen is a gambrel-roofed barn, and two adjacent concrete-stave 
silos. A second smaller, and probably older barn is situated behind the k t  It is a wood frame 
building covered with weatherboard siding and topped by a standing-seam metal gable roof. 
Further along the farm lane, to the northwest of the house., stands a frame granary or small barn 
and two wood frame equipment sheds. 

The property also retains several significant historic landscape features, including the Tayloe family 
cemetery at Powhatan and p d n s  of the historic circulation network, both in active use as farm 
roads add drives and as G e s  of earlier roads. 

POWHATAN: 

Powhatan. Brick; 2-story (raised brick foundation); 3-bay (symmetrical) main block; hipped 
roof; flanking 1-story (1-bay) gable-roofed end pavilions with gable-end pediments and interior 
brick chimneys connected to main block by 1-story (1-bay) hyphens; 1-story (3-bay) front ponico 
with Ionic columns, and horizontal and raking cornices with egg and dart moldings; three interior 
brick chimneys; 1-story (7-bay) rear veranda; Gre+k Revival-style residence; c a  1832; renovated 
1955. Contributing building. 

Smokehouse. Wood frame, 1-story (brick foundation); 1-bay; pyramidal hipped roof; leanto 
side addition; Vernacular outbuilding; ca. 1832; remodeled mid- to late 20th century. Contributing 
building. 

House #l. Wood frame; 1-story; 3-bay (symmetrical) main block with projecting front ell wing; 
cross-gable roof; interior brick chimney; Neocolonial dependency; mid-20th century. 
Noncontributing building. 

- 

House #2. Wood frame; 1-story; 3-bay (symmetrical) main block with rear garage ell; cross- 
gable roof; central brick chimney; Neocolonial dependency; mid-20th century. Noncontributing 
building. 

Greenhouse. Wood frame; 1-story; 2-bay (asymmetrical); front gable roof; interior brick flue; 
large 1-story L-shaped rear greenhouse (glazed); utilitarian outbuilding; mid-20th century. 
Noncontributing building. 

Garden Shed. Brick; 1-story; octagonal plan; utilitarian outbuilding; mid-20th century. 
Noncontributing building. 
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Tayloe Family Cemetery. 19th-century cemetery encircled by cedars and a white picket fence; 
19th century. Contributing site. 

House #3. Concrete block; 1-story; 5-bay (symmetrical); side gable roof; interior metal flue; 
Traditional Ranch; mid-20th century. Noncontributing building. 

Stable. Concrete block; 1-story; 15-bay (symmetrical); side gable roof with tall central hip-roofed 
vent on roof ridge; 3-bay projecting central front gable; veranda under roof overhang supported by 
metal posts enwmpasses length of facade; utilitarian agricultural building; early to mid-20th 
century. Contributing building. 

House #4. Wood frame; 1 ID-story; identical 2-bay (asymmeuical) gable ends with 1-story (1- 
bay) shed-roofed porches serving as front entrances to this semi-detached duplex; gable roof; 
gableroofed dormers on west elevation; long 4-bay shed-roofed dormer on east elevation; 1-story 
(1-bay) shed-roofed porch on east elevation shelters two identical secondary entrances; central 
brick chimney; Neocolonial tenant house; mid-20th century. Noncontributing building. 

Dairy Barn. Wood frame; 1 112-story; 3-bay (symmetrical); gambrel roof; two metal roof vents 
on roof ridge; Vernacular agricultural building; early 20th century. Contributing building. 

Water Tower. Wood frame superstructure with cylindrical metal tank capped by conical roof; 
utilitarian agricultural structure; early 20th century. Contributing structure. 

Stable/Ofice. Concrete block; I-story; 7-bay (symmetrical); side gable roof with three 
projecting front gables; central square hiproofed clock tower flanked by two hip-roofed vents on 
roof ridge; Neocolonial agricultural building; mid-20th century. Noncontributing building. 

Tenant House #I. Wood frame; 2-story; 3-bay (symmetrical); side gable roof; 2-story rear ell; 
1-story (3-bay) shed-roofed front porch; Vernacular dwelling; late 19th or early 20th century. 
Contributing building. 

Tenant House #2. Wood frame; 1-story; 4bay (asymmetrical); side gable roof; 1-bay gable- 
roofed front purch; screened side porch; exterior brick end chimney; Traditional Ranch; mid-20th 
century. Noncontributing building. 

Racetrack. Large oval racetrack with metal-pipe rails features central reflecting pond; mid-20th 
century. Noncontributing site. 
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FARM COMPLEX AT POWHATAN: 

Hudson Farm House. Wood fnune; 2-story; 3-bay (symmetrical); side gable roof; outer bay 
(northeast) has front gable with small attic window; 1-story (5-bay) hiproofed front porch with 
turned posts; 2-story rear ell with small attic window on gable end; enclosed side porch on rear ell; 
two interior brick chimneys; Vernacular Victorian residence; late 19th or early 20th century. 
Contributing building. 

Summer Kitchen. Wood frame (poured-concrete piers); 1-story; 2-bay (asymmetrical); side 
gable roof; interior brick end chimney flanked by small Clight windows on gable end; 616 sash 
window on opposite gable end, identical front and rear entrances; Vernacular outbuilding; late 19th 
or early 20th century. Contributing building. 

Barn #l. Wood frame; 1-story; 3-bay (symmetrical); shed roof; utilitarian agricultural building; 
late 19th or early 20th century. Contributing building. 

Barn #2. Wood frame, 1 in-story; 2-bay (asymmetrical); front gable roof; utilitarian agricultural 
building; late 19th or early 20th century. Contributing building. 

Barn #3. Wood frame; 1 1/2-storv; gambrel rooE enclosed shed-roofed side wing; shed-roofed 
longitudinal open-bay side wing on *site elevation with flanking long narrow o-p-bay 
extension structure: Vernacular adcultural building: late 19th or earlv 20th cenm with later -. 
additions and renovations. Con&buting building. 

. . 

Silo #l. Metal silo with dome-shaped cap; utilitarian agricultural structure; early to mid-20th 
century. Contributing structure. 

Silo #2. Metal silo with dome-shaped cap; utilitarian agricultural structure; early to mid-20th 
century. Contributing structure. 

Vehicle Shed. Wood frame; 1-story; 3-bay (symmetrical); front gable roof; fla&ng shed- 
roofed side leantos; utilitarian outbuilding; early to mid-20th century. Contributing building. 

MOUNT IDA: 

Mt. Ida. Wood frame; 1 in-story (raised brick basement); 5-bay (symmetrical); side gable roof; 
three gable-roofed dormers on front and rear; 1-story (3-bay) flat-roofed front porch with square 
columns; 1-story (5-bay) shed-roofed screened rear porch; wood steps to front and rear porches 
from ground level; two exterior brick end chimneys (flanked by pent closets on northeast end); 
Federal-style residence; ca. 1835; renovated 1970. Contributing building. 
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Smokehouse. Wood frame; I-story (brick foundation); 1-bay; pyramidal hipped roof; 
Vernacular outbuilding; ca. 1835; renovated 1970. Conmbuting building. 

Wellhouse. Wood frame; I-story; utilitarian outbuilding; c a  1970. Noncontributing building. 

Garage. Wood frame; 1-story; utilitarian outbuilding; ca. 1970. Noncontributing building. 

Barn. Wood frame, Zstory; 1-bay f h t  story; 3-bay second story; side gable roof; rear leanto', 
utilitarian outbuilding; late 19th or early 20th century. Contributing building. 

Shed. Wood frame, 1-story; 1-bay; side gable roof; utilitarian outbuilding; late 19th or early 20th 
cennny. Contributing building. 
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OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The approximately 1092-acre Powhatan Rural Historic District Powhatan is significant for its 
association with Edward Thomton Tayloe, who was born at the Octagon in Washington, D. C., 
and reared in Virginia's Northern Neck at Mount Airy Plantation, another Tayloe family house. 
Tayloe was active in politics and public sewice throughout his life; he served as personal secretary 
to the first United States minister to Mexico, secretary of legation to the United States envoy to 
Colombia, and was elected several times to the Virginia legislam. The property reflects the 
domestic and agrarian life of Tayloe and his family, who were active in local politics and were 
known for their fine plantations and race horses. At least five generations of the family associated 
with Powhatan held local or state offices. Edward Thornton Tayloe had the main house at 
Powhatan built in the early 1830s. A fashionable house of its period, Powhatan bears similarities 
in its plan and interior arrangements to Edward Thomton Tayloe's ancestral house at Mount Airy. 
Mount Ida, the other antebellum Tayloe family house in the district, dates from about the same 
period, but stands in marked contrast to the very fashionable Powhatan. Both houses illustrate the 
persistence of traditional forms and layouts among the Virginia families of the Northern Neck; 
Powhatan, however, reflects the up-to-date tastes of the region's planter families. The district also 
retains good examples of nineteen&- and twentieth-century agricultural buildings and complexes as 
well as several similicant historic landscape features, including the Tayloe family cemetery at 
Powhatan and p&ons of the historic c&ulation network. Inher mhoirs, Retbn to Powhatun, 
Robert Love Tayloe Fuller wrote of the last agricultural buildings erected while her father, Bladen 
Tasker Tayloe, owned the property; the property was sold out of the family in 1935, representing 
the last possible date of these buildings' construction. The district conmbutes to the understanding 
of plantation and farm architecture in the Rappahannock River valley of King George County from 
the early nineteenth century through the twentieth century. 

The Powhatan Rural Historic District meets the criteria for the,National Register of Historic Places 
because it possesses significance in local and Virginia history and architecture and exhibits integrity 
of location, design, s e b g ,  materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 

The dismct qualifies under criterion B because of its association with Edward Thornton Tayloe. 
Tavloe served the United States in Latin America as ~ersonal secretarv to Joel Roberts Poinsett. the 

~~# ~- -~ ~~ 

fmst U.S. ~inis ter  to Mexico, and as secretary of leiation to W i i a d ~ e n r ~  Harrison, U.S. e&oy 
to Columbia. Tayloe was also one of King George County's most affluent planters. 

The Powhatan Rural Historic District also qualifies under criterion C as an associated collection of 
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century buildings including the two plantatim houses, Powhatan 
and Mount Ida, the Hudson Farmhouse, and their associated outbuildings and agricultural 
complexes which are representative and well-maintained examples of their styles and types. They 



NPS F o m  1s- 
lus) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 Page 2 

exhibit high quality cratbmanship, construction, and design and represent the distinctive regional 
characteristics of nineteenth- and twentieth-century Rappahamock plantations and fanns in both 
their architectural and landscape features. 

Powhatan, also known as Powhatan Hill, was built for Edward Thornton Tayloe in the early 
1830s on land he had inherited from his father, John Tayloe III, who owned property in King 
George, Richmond, Essex, and Loudoun c0unties.l Tax records indicate improvements to the 
property in 1834 and a major increase in valuation from $3,335 to $6,000 in 1835 with the 
notation "old dwelling taken away and new one erccted."2 The Tayloe family owned significant 
holdings of land not only in Virginia but also in Maryland, Washington, D.C., Kentucky, and 
Alabama, as well as three ironworks in Western Virginia.3 The Tayloe family, prominent in 
Virginia's aristocracy, was related by marriage to many other notable Virginia and Maryland 
families. With their kinsmen, the Corbin, Carter, and Beverly families in Virginia and the Ogle 
and Plater families in Maryland, the Tayloes were among the early leaders in the colonies. 

John Tayloe III, a successful planter who converted his lands on the Northern Neck from tobacco 
to the cultivation of wheat and wm and to animal husbandry, expanded his land holdings and 
increased the Tayloe wealth. An acknowledged leader in American horse racing, he founded a 
aack and the Tappahannock Jockey Club in Washington, D.C.4 John Tayloe III was a Federalist 
delegate and senator in the V i a  legislam and mounted a losing campaign for election to the 
United States Congress in 1799. Edward Thornton Tayloe, a sixth generation Tayloe in Virginia, 
followed his father into political life by serving on diplomatic missions in Latin America and 
holding office in Virginia. 

One of several Tayloe plantations in King George County, Powhatan remained in the Tayloe 
family until 1935. John Tayloe III had acquired his approximately two thousand acres of King 
George land in 1795 from James Keep (or Keys).s Of his King George properties, Chattenon 
went to his son John (IV), Oaken Brow to his son Charles, and the two adjacent plantations 
known as Hop Yard and the Dogue to his son Edward Thomton Ta~ loe .~  Edward Thornton 
Tayloe's inheritance also included the property now known as Mount Ida. That land, owned 

l~anet Campbell Barber, "Old Age and the Life Course of Slaves," Ph.D. diss., University of Kansas, 63. 
2 ~ i n g  George County Land Tax Bmk, 1835. 
3~asber ,  63. 
41bid, 126. 
S~oberta Love Tayloe,Return to Powhatan (1985). 10. 
%id, 20. 
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previously by Joel and Enock Berry, had been purchased in a 216-acre parcel in 1799 by John 
Tayloe 111. 

Edward Thornton Tayloe, the fourth son and the eighth of the fifteen children of John Tayloe III 
and Anne Ogle, daughter and granddaughter of Maryland governors, was bum in 1803 at the 
Octagon in Washington, D.C. He was named for Edward Thomton, the k t  English minister to 
the United States and a friend of his father. Educated at home by tutors, he later attended H a ~ ~ a r d  
and graduated in 1823. Two years later he became the personal secretary to Joel Roberts Poinsett, 
the first United States minister to Mexico. Tayloe spent three years in Mexico which he chronicled 
in a jo~rnal .~ Six weeks after his retum from Mexico, Tayloe received an appointment as secretary 
of legation to William Henry Harrison, the United States envoy to Colombia. The mission was 
short-lived, however. Harrison and Tayloe had just reached Colombia when Andrew Jackson, the 
newly elected president, appointed new envoys to replace them. Tayloe continued his friendship 
with William Henry Harrison and was a political ally of his fellow Virginian. When Hanison won 
the presidency in 1836, there were indications that Tayloe would be appointed the Treasurer of the 
United States. Harrison's death a month after taking office, however, occurred before all  his 
appointments had been made, and Tayloe never held national office. Thus Tayloe ended his 
diplomatic carem upon his retum from Colombia and retumed to King George to settle into the life 
of a Virginia Northern Neck planter. Tayloe nevertheless remained active in poiitics and was 
elected several times to the Virginia legislature. He was also instrumental in establishing S t  
John's Episcopal Church at King George Courthouse. 

Three weeks before his arrival in Washington, his father John Tayloe III died A coexecutor of the 
will, Edward Thomton Tayloe faced the considerable task of helping to settle his father's vast 
estate which included more than fifteen thousand acres of land in various states, more than a 
thousand slaves, iron works, and valuable race horses. Personal property records place Edward 
Thornton Tayloe as one of the county's most affluent planters with numerous slaves, several 
carriages, one of which was valued at more than three hundred dollars, and twenty-five to thirty 
horses. Personal property records for 1841 count ninety s la~es .~  

Edward Thomton Tayloe renamed Hop Yard and Dogue, calling them Powhatan for the great 
Indian chief who ruled an expanse of territory in southeastern Virginia that extended as far north as 
the Rappahannock River. The large house, which he had built prominently on a ridge, was home 
for his large family, which included his wife Mary Ogle, a Maryland cousin from his mother's 
family whom he had married in 1830, and their eight children. Census records and family tradition 
both indicate that at times a tutor was also part of the household.9 

7 ~ h i s p d  is titled The Journal and Correspondence ofEdword Thornton Tayloe, C. m y  Ganlner, ed., Chapel 
Hill: University of Nonh Carolina Press, 1959. 
8 ~ i n g  George County Personal Fmperty Tax Book, 1841. 
%.s. Census Records @opulation), 1850. 


























