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SC. l ' a u l ' s  Ci~u:cli w i th  i t s  nearby p z r i s h  house s t ands  i n  a grove I of t r e e s  j u s t  south  of :he junc t ion  of 1:outcs 206 and 218. The two-story , 
LricIc bu i ld ing  i s  a t r u e  Greek c r o s s  form and has a hipped roof and modil l iod 
c o r i c .  It measures 61'10" X 61'10" from arm to arm. The w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  / 
i.n F l e i ~ ~ i s h  bond w i t h  very  L i t t l e  g l a z i n g  above and below t h e  bevel led  water  I 
;.;51e. Although t h e r e  were o r i g i n a l l y  t h r e e  doorways - sou th ,  n o r t h  and 
W-st - t h e  n o r t h  and west  doorways were bricked up i n  1813. The only r e -  
zxi i l ing i n d i c a t i o n s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  doorways l i e  i n  t h e  su rv iv ing  po r t ions  
o l ' t h e  p i l a s t e r s  of ' rubbed b r i c k  and p e d e s t a l s  o n ' t h e  south .  I n  the  upper 

I 
s cory ,  till-ee windows o r i g i n a l l y  opened i n  t h e  s o u t h , w e s t  and n o r t h  facades,  I 
two i n  t h e  chancel  facade and one i n  each s i d e  of  t h e  fou r  arms. O f  these 
the  middle window of t h e  n o r t h  and the west  facade was bricked up. 1 
lower s t o r y ,  t h e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  were two windows i n  the  chancel  end, one In on the / 
each s i d e  of t h e  t h r e e  doorways, and one i n  each s i d e  of  t h e  fou r  arms. ! 
P r e s e n t l y  t h e  love r  window on t h e  e a s t  w a l l ,  t h e  south  window i n  t h e  chancel] C" 

snd t h e  south  window i n  thenave  have been made i n t o  doors .  A l l  t h e  doors 
have post-colonial flat a rches  of  gauged b r i ck .  At some time, the  opening 
on t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  of  t h e  e a s t e r n  arm a l s o  was bricked up. The windows of 
the  upper t i e r  have rounded a r c h e s ;  t h e  lower t i e r  has segmental a rches .  
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A l l  t h e  a rches  a r e  composed of rubbed b r i c k  a l t e r n a t i n g  f u l l s  w i t h  p a i r s  of " 
ha lves .  Rubbed b r i c k  a l s o  marks t h e  s a l i e n t  co rne r s ,  t h e  jambs o f  the  1 i" 

windows and t h e  jambs of t h e  remaining p a r t s  of the  sou th  doorway. 
c l o s e r s  a r e  employed a t  t h e  s a l i e n t  corners  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  t h e  v e n t i l a t i o n  
holes  of the  south  and e a s t  facades;  t h e i r  presence a t  t h e  windows and Queen doors i i+ 
however, i s  i r r e g u l a r .  The roof t r u s s e s  a r e  be l ieved  t o  be o r i g i n a l .  1 n The i n t e r i o r  has p l a s t e r e d  w a l l s ,  a d e n t i l  co rn ice  and a g a l l e r y  1 
i n  t h e  e a s t ,  sou th  and west arms. The n o r r h  arm was made i n t o  rooms a s  a 
res idence  f o r  t h e  r e c t o r ,  i n  1830-31, and these  p a r t i t i o n s  remain. A 
Bishop Hobart p u l p i t  w i t h  a canopy and a long s t r a i g h t  s t a i r  s t ands  behind 
the  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  a l t a r  r a i l  i n  the  middle of t h e  n o r t h  wa l l .  The d e t a i l s  
of t h e  p u l p i t  and i t s  column reoccur  on t h e  r a i s e d  p a n e l l i n g  of  t h e  pews and 

-4 
- 
0 

; z 

t h e  g a l l e r y  f r o n t s .  The window frames, marked by wooden pegs and a r c h i -  
I 

t r a v e  moldings of t h r e e  upper windows i n  t h e  n o r t h  t r a n s e p t  a r e  t h e  o l d e s t  iil 

t h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, and may be c o l o n i a i .  1 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  

1 S t .  P a u l ' s  P a r i s h  l s y  i n  S t a f f o r d  County i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  per iod ,  
1 bu t  because of changes i n  county boundaries i t  has been . in  King George 
I County s i n c e  1778. I t  was t h e  lower p a r i s h  of S t a f f o r d  County s i n c e  t h e  ! 
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i seventeenth  cen tu ry ,  and was f i r s t  known a s  Choatanck, bu t  by 1702 it was 
knornl a s  S t .  P a u l ' s ,  probably named f o r  S t .  P a u l ' s  P a r i s h  i n  Bedford, 
England. Tne p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g ,  cons t ruc ted  i n  1766, i s  t h e  t h i r d  church o 

- the  p a r i s h ,  and it occupies  t h e  same s i t e  a s  t h e  second church. The f i r s t  i church l a y  some t h r e e  mi les  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  nea r  Choatanck Creek. I i- 

U 
S t .  P a u l ' s  was appa ren t ly  abandoned a f t e r  t h e  Disestabl ishment .  

Bishop Mcade descr ibed  the  bu i ld ing  a s  he found it i n  1812 o r  1813: "St. 
P a u l ' s  was then i n  r u i n s .  The roof was ready t o  f a l l ;  and n o t  a  window, 

/ door,  pew, o r  t imber remained bclow." Meade, neve r the le s s  was n o t  i 

1- discouraged by what he saw and held s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  d e r e l i c t  bu i ld ing .  I n  i 

, 1813, King George County e s t a b l i s h e d  a  school  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and a l t e r e d  1 "-8 

-. l t  cons ide rab ly  f o r  t h i s  purpose by adding a  second s t o r y  i n  t h e  arms and .!. 
- I i a r t i t i o n i n g  o f f  classrooms. Although t h e  p a r i s h  had been revived i n  1816, 

i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1830 t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e tu rned  c o n t r o l  of t h e  bui ld ing , ]  
w which was be ing  used by Methodists and B a p t i s t s ,  t o  t h e  Episcopal ians.  I 

S t .  P a u l ' s  i s  important  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  a s  one of  t h e  very few 1 c o l o n i a l  churches b u i l t  i n  t h e  form of a  t r u e  Greek c r o s s .  S t .  P a u l ' s  i s  
I 

cn 
a l s o  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by t h e  l a r g e  amount of  rubbed b r i c k  which s t i l l  e x i s t s  , 
on t h e  co rne r s  and openings and adds t o  the  charm and d i g n i t y  of t h e  1 
bu i ld ing .  The church owns a  pa t en ,  c h a l i c e  and f l agon  made by Joseph i I P ~ i n e l 1 , o f  London i n  1720-21. It a l s o  owns a Cambridge e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
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1 Blble g lven  by William S t u a r t i n  1762. 
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