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CONDIT'ON 

INTEGRITY 

Chelsea i s  a brick early-eighteenth century home b u i l t  i n  a T-shaped plan 
whose main two-story block with hipped roof and modillioned cornice faces 
east .  A one-and-lone-half s tory gambrel roofed rear  e l l  projects to  the 
west. A l l  the brickwork is i n  Flemish bond; however, the two s tory block 
is an extremely f ine example of ear ly  Virginia bricklaying technique with 
a complete glazed header pat tern,  rubbed brick b e l t  course, rubbed f l a t  
arches, and rubbed corner de ta i l ing  with queen closers.  The foundation up 
to  the watertable has been covered by scored cement. Chelsea shares with 
Elsing Green i n  King William County, Wilton i n  Richmond, and Tuckahoe i n  
Goochland County, the feature of having narrow end windows being two panes 
wide and three panes high i n  each sash. The main facade windows a re  nine 
over nine sash, and while most of the windows have a l te red  sash and 
framing, some windows do r e t a in  t he i r  o r ig ina l  s i l ls .  The nineteenth- 
century two-level porch on the e a s t  replaces an e a r l i e r  one-story gable 
roof entrance porch whose roof out l ine  is traced on the brick. The rear  
e l l ,  which has s imilar  ex te r ior  changes such a s  a covered foundation 
wall ,  new sash and framing, and new porches, has Flemish bond with random 
glazing. 

While the i n t e r io r  of the rear  e l l  has panelled chimney walls a s  well a s  
cha i r  r a i l  and cornice, i t  i s  the fu l ly  panelled rooms i n  the f ront  sect ion 
which are  of primary in te res t .  The cen t ra l  h a l l ,  panelled i n  walnut, i s  
flanked by two pine panelled rooms on the north and south. The chimney 
wall i n  the north room has arched recesses on e i ther  s ide  of the chimney 
breast  framed by molded archivol ts  res t ing  on imposts i n  a manner similar 
t o  Wilton and the Peyton Randolph House, Williamsburg. Doric p i l a s t e r s  
with f luted and reeded sha f t s  frame the f i replace a s  well as  the windows 
and doorway. The cornice breaks out where it i s  supported by the p i las te rs .  
The south room has no p i l a s t e r  motif and the arched recesses a r e  replaced 
by doors opening on small c lose t s .  Most doors i n  the s t ruc ture  have a 
pa i r  of long panels below the lock r a i l  and two small, almost square, panels 
followed by another pa i r  of long panels above. The cen t r a l  s t a i r  h a l l  f e a t u c e r  
a s t a i r  which r i s e s  along the south up t o  two landings above. The 
combination of scrol led but uncarved s tep  brackets, ra ther  slender Doric 
colonette ba l lus te rs  over pla in  pedestals (two on each treader),  and newel 
post# creates  a l i gh t  and graceful design i n  contras t  with the ~omberness 
of the darkened walnut panelling. The second f loor  panelling, as i n  the 
rear  e l l  rooms, is confined to  chimney walls and dado. 
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~ ~ A T E U E N T  O P  SIGNIFICIHCE ( I n c I ~ d e  Perame~em. Date..  ant., Ets.) 

It i s  believed tha t  Chelsea was b u i l t  circa 1709 by Augustine Moore who 
had emigrated t o  Virginia circa 1705. Augustine Moore (circa 1685-1743) 
became qui te  a successful planter i n  the area and earned the nickname of 
"Old Grub Moore" for  h i s  zeal  i n  land acquisit ion.  He was married twice, 
f i r s t  circa 1710 to  Mary Gage (died 1713) and subsequently t o  Mrs. Elizabe 
Todd Seaton. It was from h i s  house tha t  on August 20, 1716, Governor 
Spotswood and h i s  "Knights of the Golden Horse Shoet' l e f t  fo r  the i r  joutne 
to  the Blue Ridge by crossing the Mattaponi River to  Cl i f ton and from 
thence to  the west. 

A t  h i s  death i n  1743 Moore l e f t  h i s  widow a l i f e  e s t a t e  i n  the property 
and, a t  her death, Chelsea descended t o  the i r  son, Colonel Bernard Moore 

c i r ca  1720-& 1772). Bernard Moore was a successful planter,  served (- 
as  a jus t ice  of the peace for King William County, and was a member of 
the House of Burgesses (1744-58, 1761-72). He married circa 1742 Anne 
Catherine Spotswood' (1725-1802), daughter of Governor Alexander Spotswod 
(1676-1740). Anne Spotswood Moore was a doughty matron during the 
American Revolution and is reputed to have continued her consumption of 
tea to the chagrin of her more pa t r io t i c  neighbors. In  1781, short ly  
before the b a t t l e  of Yorktown, Lafayette's army camped a t  Chelsea, and 
the Marquis used the house as  h i s  headquarters. Chelsea remained i n  the 
hands of the Moore family u n t i l  circa 1874 when it passed into  other hands. 

Architecturally it i s  cer ta in ly  possible tha t  the f ront  section of Chelsea 
was b u i l t  circa 1709 with the rear  e l l  being constructed soon a f t e r ;  the 
difference i n  the design of the two uni ts  i s  only i n  degree of sophis t ica t i  
for  both types of brickwork, roof design, and in t e r io r  panelling were 
being used i n  the early-eighteenth century. (The h is tor ian  Charles Campbel 
i n  h i s  genealogy of the Spotswood family, s ta ted tha t  the f ront  section 
of the house was b u i l t  t h i r t y  years before the rear  part.) The brickwork 
a t  Chelsea ranks with the best  i n  Virginia, and the f ine i n t e r io r  panelline 
r e l a t e s  i n  design to  such outstanding Virginia mansions a s  Wilton and 
Tazewell Hall. The shallow plan of the f ron t  sect ion deprives Chelsea 
of an imposing s i lhoue t te  but increases i ts  value as  an unusual example 
of the var ia t ions  of housebuilding which occurred before the two-room- 
deep plan became standard pract ice  i n  eighteenth-century Virginia. 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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