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13 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED TUNALTERED %ORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD %RUINS _ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pamunkey Indian Reservation Archaeological D i s t r i c t  i n  King William County 
l i e s  eighteen miles west of the town of West Point, Virignia. Amarsh-rimed penin- 
su la  of1,700 acres,  the Pamunkey Indian Reservation has been the s i t e  of Indian 
habitation f o r  a t  l e a s t  7,000 years. 

Fifteen archaeological s i t e s ,  d is t r ibuted throughout the Pamunkey Reservation, 
have been ident i f ied  by Pamunkey tribesmen and survey archaeologists from Virginia 
Comonwealth University and the Virginia Research Center f o r  Archaeology (Figure 1 ) .  
Much of the t e r r a i n  consists of farmland and is  essentialJyundisturbed. Therefore 
comprehensive archaeological survey of the property i s  l i ke ly  t o  yield many more pre- 
viously unidentified s i t e s ,  revealing past  settlement pat terns  within the area (Figure 2 

The prehis tor ic  a r t i f a c t  assemblages from the Pamunkey Reservation suggests 
multi-component occupation of the area ranging from the Archaic Period (8,000 to  
1,000 B.C.), through the Woodland Period (1,000 B.C. to  European Contact), and in to  
the post-Contact Period. The ar t i facts-  described were unsystematically collected by 
res idents  of the Reservation from the surface of si ' tes 44KW17, 44KW22, 44KW23 and 
44KW21. 

The e a r l i e s t  evidence of occupation derived from these col lect ions  dates from the 
Middle Archaic Period 6 ,000  -3 ,CIOO E.C.las- seen f n  Morrow Mountain-type pro jec t i l e  
points (5,000 - 4,000. B..C.); recwered from 44KW17. fhilford p ro j ec t i l e  points ,  also ,) 
dating to  the Middle Archaic Peri'od were found a t  44KW17 and 44KW23. Late Archaic 
(3,000 - 1,000 B.C.1, or Transitfonal, occupation is . indicated by the presence of 
several  side-notched p ro j ec t i l e  po in ts  from 44KW2.1 and 44KW22, a s  well as  para l le l -  
sided blades from 44KW23, . . 

- .  :. 

The Early Woodland Period (1,000 B.C, - 1 A.D.) is well represented i n  the 
collection. A large nmber and ya r i e ty  of sfde-notched p ro j ec t i l e  points,  similar 
to  the Pot t :s  type, were recovered from 44W23. I n  addition, two d r i l l s ,  one side- 
notched and the other, pentagonal, were founa a t  t h i s  s l t e .  

A l l  four s i t e s -  fi.elded l i t h t c  debitage and u t i l i zed  f l akes  i n  a yar ie ty  of 
materials:  quartz,  quar tz i te ,  jasper and chert .  These a r t i f a c t s  a r e  of indeterminate 
age, bu t :a re  associated w i t h l i t h i c  reduction and,pos.sibly, domestic or hunting 
a c t i v i t i e s .  

. . . .  , ,.,, . . ,  
, ~ ,  . , ,  ...,.. ~. . .. * 

These f o u r s f t e s .  a r e  especially sfgnif icant  f o r  the archaeological evidence they 
may provide toward understanding the var ia t fon and development i n  ceramic wares repre- 
sentat ive of the Woodland Period i n  theMiddle Atlant ic  Seaboard'area. Study of these 
ceramics may lead furtlier t o  an understanding o f t h e  broader behavioral . . systems 
which influenced the manner of t he i r  production. , , 

.. . . . . 
A f u l l  range of Woodland ceramic types i s  represented i n  the  assemblages. 

Early Woodland development of ceramic technology i s  ref lected i n  the presence of 
one small sherd of s t e a t i t e  tempered pottery,  Marcey Creek Ser ies ,  recovered from 

, - ,  , . . 
. .. 

. .  . 
(See Continuation Sheet $1) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Pamunkey Indian Reservation Archaeological D i s t r i c t  i n  King W i l l i a m  County, 
Virginia, i s  a broad, geographically d i s t i n c t  peninsula which is nearly surrounded 
by the Pamunkey River. Archaeological s i t e s  representing a t  l e a s t  7,000 years of 
aboriginal occupation a r e  present within the 1,700 acre  t r a c t  which has been con- 
tinuously occupied by the Pamunkey Indian t r i b e  since the ear ly  seventeenth century. 
Sc ien t i f ic  excavation of the  archaeological s i t e s  within the Pamunkey Indian Reser- 
vation Archaeological D i s t r i c t  could t race the cu l tu ra l  evolution and adaptation of 
the Pamunkey Indians from the time of the i r  i n i t i a l  contact with the Br i t i sh  Colo- 
n i s t s ,  throughout a l l  the subsequent phases of American history.  A s  the Pamunkey 
Indians were known to  have been l iv ing  i n  the v i c in i ty  of the nominated acreage pr ior  
to  the a r r i v a l  of the f i r s t  colonists,  archaeological excavations po ten t ia l ly  could 
yield invaluable research data about the evolution of the Pamunkey Indians i n to  a com- 
ponent of the Powhatan Chiefdom and a l so  reveal much about the ear ly  antecedents of 
the tidewater Virginia Indian culture. - 
BACKGROUND 

When Captain John Smith explored the upper reaches of the 'Eork River i n  1607, 
he found the Pamunkey Indian t r i be  l iving on the neck of land formed by the division 
of the York River in to  two major branches, the Pamunkey and the Mattaponi. He wrote 
that  "where the Rivef: i s  divided the Country is  called Pamaunkee, and nourishth 
neare 300 able men." He fur ther  noted tha t  the Pamunkey Indians were a p a r t  of the 
chiefdom of the "Emporor" Powhatan and were numbered among the groups over whom Pow- 

I hatan had inherited control, each of which had its own subsidiary leaders,  whom the 
I English called kings and queens. Smith and three other seventeeth century carto- 

I graphers, Zungia, Robert Tyndall, and Henry Hondius, i n  mapping tidewater Virginia, 
labeled the land of the Pamunkey Indians' (Figures 4 and 5). 

i George Percy, who accompanied John Smith i n  the f i r s t  party of English colonists,  
described the land of the Pamunkeys a s  being r ep l e t e  with deer and other game animals 
and amply planted with the Indians' agr icu l tura l  crops. A s  well, he found that the 
Pamunkeys "inhabit a Rych land of Copper and pearle."Z 

1 Soon a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  the colony, John Smith encomrer;ldOpechancanough, 
the leader of the  Pamunkeys. Although the i r  re la t ionship began on a note of hos t i l i t y ,  I Smith's daring apparently won the begrudging respect of the natives and resulted i n  1 - - s eve ra l  years of tenuouspeace, largely founded on f ea r ,  d i s t r u s t  and occasional mutual 

! ....,~ , 
, . . > '  .. , , .  : > . .'. 

& 
(See Continuation Sheet 84) 
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Anonymous, "A Briefe Declataion of the Plantations of Yirginia Duringe the f i r s t  Twelve 
Years and dome to  t h i s  present tyme by the Ancient Planters nowe remaininge a l ive  
i n  Virginia" (London, 1624). 

Anonymous, "Countryside Along the Pamunkey River," ca. 1646-1656. 
(See Continuation Sheet #15) 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA Scale  1:24000 
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(See Continuation Sheet 818) AM 131 2 216 
ZONE EAsTlNG NORTHING ZONE W EASTIN ! A ! ~ H I o N ~  RI 
CU 131Z1 18 i7 t~1 )41116,0)2,4~0]  DW 1 31 211 19,7081 1 41 11 51 91 L 91 QI 
VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRlPTlON Bounded on the north bv the confluence of Will iam Creek 

and on the eas t ,  south and west by the Pamunkey River, extending to the county l i n e  i n  
the middle of the r i ve r ,  being the boundaries of the Pamunkey Indian Reservation. 
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44KW22. Both 44KW21 and 44KIIT22 y ie lded  Pope's Creek Net Impressed and pope's 
Creek Cord Marked wares, Ear ly  bJoodland sand tempered wares post-dat ing the  Marcey 
Creek Se r i e s .  Middle Woodland ( 1 - 900 A.D.) ceramic types ,  Mockley Net Impressed 
and P r ince  George Cord Marked, s h e l l  tempered and pebble tempered wares respect ive-  
l y ,  were found a t  sites 44KW21 and 44KW22. A few sherds  of Potomac Creek Cord 
Marked p o t t e r y ,  a ware tempered wi th  crushed rock, were found a t  s i t e s  44KW21 and 
44KW23. The Potomac Creek S e r i e s  i s  usua l ly  assoc ia ted  with t h e  Late Woodland 
Period (900 A.D. - European Contact) ,  but  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  may have continued 
through t h e  e a r l y  Contact Period.  Sherds r ep resen t ing  t h e  development of a Late  
Woodland s h e l l  tempered ceramic t r a d i t i o n  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  p l e n t i f u l  on t h e  Reservation. 
The presence of Chickahominy Cord Marked, Rappahannock Fabr i c  Impressed, Townsend 
Inc ised ,  and Roanoke Simple Stamped p o t t e r y  sherds  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  development. Be- 
cause H i s t o r i c  Period Colono-wares seem t o  have developed i n  p a r t  from these  e a r l i e r  
t r a d i t i o n s ,  a s tudy of t h e  pre-Contact Period ceramics would be e s p e c i a l l y  va luable .  

A t  another  s i t e  w i th in  the  nominated d i s t r i c t ,  44KW29, l imi t ed  excavat ion 
exposed t h e  remains of two archaeologica l  f ea tu res .  Fea ture  22, a t r a s h  p i t ,  d a t e s  
t o  the  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century,  a terminus p o s t  quem derived from the predominance 
of European and Euro-American a r t i f a c t s  recovered from t h e  p i t .  The presence of 
such d i a g n o s t i c  a r t i f a c t s  i n  t h e  p i t  a s  pre- o r  early-Contact Period Indian  ceramics 
and e igh teen th  and n ine teen th  century European ceramics, sugges ts  e a r l i e r  occupation 
i n  the  gene ra l  a rea .  Thei r  presence i n  Fea ture  22 i s  most l i k e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of 
n ine teen th  century redepos i t ion .  

Fea ture  23, a t rench ,  i n t e r s e c t s  t h e  nor thern  edge of t h e  t r a s h  p i t .  The 
t rench ,  a l l i g n e d  approximately east-west,  was probably used f o r  dra inage  coward 
t h e  r i v e r .  It appears  t o  have been b a c k f i l l e d  during the  f i r s t  ha l f  of the  nine- 
teenth  century,  and post-dates  t h e  t r a s h  p i t .  

The primary s i g n i f i c a n c e  of 44KW29 l i e s  i n  the  r e sea rch  d a t a  it could poten- 
t i a l l y  provide on t h e  Indian  ceramic i n d u s t r y  during t h e  post-Contact Period.  Of 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a r e  the  Colono-ware ceramics, s i m i l a r  types  of h i c h  have been 
found on numerous! c o l o n i a l  s i t e s  i n  Vi rg in i a  and o t h e r  s t a t e s .  The o r i g i n s  of 
t hese  v a r i o u s l y  s t y l e d  wares have not  y e t  been d e f i n i t e l y  e s t ab l i shed .  Current 
hypotheses suggesr p o s s i b l e  manufacture by Native American o r  Afro-American 
peoples i n  an e a r l y  period of a c c u l t u r a t i o n  t o  European modes. The Colono-ware 
a r t i f a c t s  recovered from 44KW29 provide good examples of v e s s e l  shapes which a r e  
found on t h e  Reservation: f l a t  bottomed j a r s ,  p l a t e s ,  l a r g e  washbasins,  cups, 
jugs,  shal low bowls, and small  pa in ted  po t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a rchaeologica l  evi- 
dence suggests  t h a t  t hese  ceramic v e s s e l s  a s  wel l  a s  p ipes ,  were manufactured a t  

(See Continuation Sheet $2) 
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t h e  s i t e ,  a s  un f i r ed  s h e l l  tempered c lay  and fixed-clay was ters  were found i n  the  
t r a s h  p i t .  These a r t i f a c t s  should a s s i s t  i n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of Colono-wares 
found on o t h e r  s i t e s  i n  Vi rg in i a ,  and, a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  should demonstrate t h e  degree 
t o  which post-Contact Indian  ceramics were inf luenced by European ceramic form and 
funct ion .  

The presence of br icks ,  i r o n  n a i l s ,  an i r o n  door lock and a s e t  of keys in- 
d i c a t e s  t h a t  a  European-influenced s t r u c t u r e  was loca ted  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 44KW29. 
Household u t e n s i l s  inc lude  not  only Colono-Indian v e s s e l s ,  bu t  a  v a r i e t y  of Euro- 
pean ceramics such a s  white  salt-'glazed stoneware, S t a f f o r d s h i r e  s l ipware,  pear l -  
ware, and Rhenish stoneware. Glass  b o t t l e s ,  i r o n  and pewter colanders  and up- 
h o l s t e r y  t acks  were found a s  w e l l  a s  lead  sprue,  sho t  a d g u n f l i n t s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a 
t r a n s i t i o n  from a pre-Contact l i t h i c  technology t o  a  c o l o n i a l  technology. 

The personal  adornment of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  44KW29 appears  to  
have been inf luenced by both n a t i v e  and c o l o n i a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  Indian  ground and 
cu t  s h e l l  beads were 8ound i n  t h e  same context  as me ta l  but tons  and c lo th ing  orna- 
ments, b r a s s  s t r a i g h t  p ins ,  g l a s s  beads, m e t a l  buckles and a b r a s s  c lo th ing  hook. 
Local ly made p i p e s  and English k a o l i n  p ipes  were found a t  t h e  s i t e .  

Lead-glazed earthenware fragments c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of v e s s e l s  manufactured ca. 
1677 by Westmoreland County, V i r g i n i a , p o t t e r ,  Morgan Jones were found a t  44KW29. 
I n  add i t ion ,  sherds  of e igh teen th  century  coarse  earthenware, manufactured i n  Penn- 
sy lvan ia  a l s o  were loca ted .  Given t h e  range of these  ob jec t s ,  an ex tens ive  ar -  
chaeologica l  excavat ion of 44KW29 could y i e l d  v a l u a b l e  information on seventeenth 
and e igh teen th  century i n t r a -  and in t e r - co lon ia l  t r a d e  p a t t e r n s  a s  w e l l  a s  addi- 
t i o n a l  information on t h e  a c c u l t u r a t i o n  of n a t i v e  Americans. 

Seven o t h e r  multi-component a rchaeologica l  s i t e s  on t h e  Pamunkey Reservat ion 
con ta in  p r e h i s t o r i c ,  Colono-Indian, and h i s t o r i c  period ceramics ranging i n  d a t e  
from t h e  Lafe Woodland Period t o  the  n ine teen th  century.  One such s i t e ,  44KW18, 
conta ins  Colono-Indian ware exc lus ive ly ,  while  44KW27 inc ludes  d i agnos t i c  a r t i f a c t s  
ranging from net- and fabric-impressed p o t t e r y  t o  h i s t o r i c  de l f tware ,  Rhenish, 
brown, and white  s a l t  glazed stonewares, pearlware and whiteware. 

44KW13, 44KW24, and 4 4 ~ 2 5 ,  a l s o  multi-component s i t e s ,  inc lude  d i agnos t i c  
a r t i f a c t s  from t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  and h i s t o r i c  per iods .  Two s i t e s ,  44KW14 and 44KW15, 
are loca ted  near  t h e  southern  periphery of t h e  Reserva t ion  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of a 
s t r u c t u r e  l abe led  wi th  t h e  name Langston on t h e  1863 Gilmer map of King William 
County. 44KW14, which conta ins  both p r e h i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t s  and h i s t o r i c  ceramics 
da t ing  t o  t h e  n ine teen th  century,  may be t h e  Langston s i t e  (Figure 3 ) .  

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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The s i t e  of an e a r l y  Pamunkey Church, designated 44KW16, has been i d e n t i f i e d  
t o  the  r e a r  of t h e  p resen t ly  used Church, which was b u i l t  ca. 1865. Two o the r  
a rchaeologica l  s i t e s ,  44KWll and 44KW26, have been i d e n t i f i e d  but  not  t e s t e d .  S i t e  
44KWll i s  p r e h i s t o r i c  while  44KW26, a  submerged shipwreck which l i e s  i n  the  Pamunkey 
River ad jacent  t o  t h e  Reservat ion,  i s  a l l eged  t o  be t h e  remains of a  n ine teen th  
century schooner. Both warrant  f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g .  
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need. Whereas the  Indians  were i l l -p repa red  t o  cope wi th  i n j u r i e s  caused by t h e  
c o l o n i s t s '  f i rearms,  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  were g r e a t l y  weakened by ma lnu t r i t i on ,  d i sease  
and f a t i g u e  and r e a l i z e d  t h a t  they were outnumbered. 

Contention soon grew between the  c o l o n i s t s  and Indians  over t h e i r  r e spec t ive  
r i g h t s  t o  t h e  land. While some contemporary w r i t e r s ,  such a s  Robert Johnson, main- 
ta ined  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  English w s t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e  Indians '  country 
11 y e t  not  t o  supplant  and r o o t e  them out ,"  ' o t h e r s  contended t h a t  "the salvages 
have no a r t i c u l a r  p r o p e r t i e  ... but  only a  gene ra l  r e s idenc ie ,  a s  wild beas t s  i n  the  
fores t . "$  Although i n  1616 John Rolfe  wrote t h a t  most Indian  land was acquired 
through purchasing, i n  f a c t ,  King James I t a c i t l y  assumed h i s  sovereignty over a l l  
the  V i r g i n i a  land a s  evidenced i n  a l l  t h r e e  c h a r t e r s  he i ssued  t o  t h e  Virg in ia  
Company of London. 

Af t e r  t h e  dea th  of Powhatan i n  1618 the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  c o l o n i s t s  and 
Indians  d e t e r i o r a t e d  sub t ly  but  s t e a d i l y .  powhatan's bro ther ,  Opitchapan, i nhe r i t ed  
h i s  chiefdom but  a  younger bro ther ,  Opechancanough, t h e  Pamunkey d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  
qu ickly  emerged a s  t h e  more dominant leader .  The l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  i n  1619 by John 
Porey, Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Colony, r e f l e c t  t h e  s e t t l e r s '  wariness  of t h e  na t ive  inha- 
b i t a n t s :  no more than f i v e o t  s i x  Indians  could be admitted t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  s e t t l e -  
ments a t  any one time and they must be c l o s e l y  guarded; no f i r ea rms ,  English dogs, 
o r  houses were t o  be  t raded t o  t h e  Indians ;  and no one was t o  go t o  any Indian town 
without  permission from t h e  Governor o r  t h e  Commander of h i s  s e t t l emen t .  

P r e c i p i t a t e d  i n  p a r t  by t h e  s l ay ing  of one of Opechancanough's chief  war r io r s ,  
Jack of t h e  Feather ,  v io l ence  erupted  on March 22, 1622, t h e  Good Friday Hassacre. 
The Powhatan Ind ians  made a concerted e f f o r t  t o  o b l i t e r a t e  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i s t s  
en masse. Inone d a y ' s  time, 347 men, women and c h i l d r e n  were s l a i n .  The Pamunkeys 
l e d  the  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  MartinsHundred, a se t t lement  on t h e  James River  seve ra l  
m i l e s  below Jamestown, where t h e  dea th  t o l l  was g r e a t .  P r i s o n e r s  were taken and 
t r anspor t ed  overland toPamunkey, t h e  male c a p t i v e s  k i l l e d  and t h e  women, kep t  a s  
s l a v e s .  

I A s  word spread of t h e  magnitude of t h e  t ragedy,  shock and dismay quickly  turned 
I 

I t o  anger and revenge. Edward Waterhouse wrote wi th  b i t t e r n e s s  i n  1622 t h a t  "the 
Countrey i s  not  s o  good a s  t h e  Natives a r e  bad, whose barbarous Savagenesse needs 

I more c u l t i v a t i o n  then t h e  ground i t s e l f . " 5  A t r e a t i s e  authored by t h e  Ancient 
P l a n t e r s ,  o r  t hose  who had survived t h e  f i r s t  yea r s  i n  t h e  colony, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
s e t t l e r s  "have used t h e i r  u t te rmost  and C h r i s t i a n  endeavors i n  prosequi t inge  

I Iprosecut ing]  revenge a g a i n s t  the  bloody sa lvages  ... imployinge many f o r c e s  abroad 

i f o r  t h e  roo t ing  them out."6 

I 
I 

(See Continuat ion Sheet 1/5) 
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I n  March 1623, two Pamunkey Indians  came t o  Mart ins  Hundred, o f f e r i n g  t o  r e t u r n  
t h e i r  p r i s o n e r s  i f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  would a l low them t o  p l a n t  t h e i r  c rops  i n  peace. 
Although a p r i sone r  r e l e a s e  was eventua l ly  e f f e c t e d ,  the  peace proposal  was d is -  
covered t o  be a  ruse  and over t h e  next  s e v e r a l  yea r s  the  s e t t l e r s  continued t o  make 
r egu la r  expedi t ions  a g a i n s t  t h e  Indians,  burning t h e i r  houses and crops.  

That t h e  Pamunkeys were considered a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  formidable adversary i s  evi- 
denced by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  1627, when a l l  of the  co lony ' s  a b l e s t  men were mustered 

I 
i n  a  campaign a g a i n s t  the  Indians ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f f ens ive  was d i r e c t e d  a t  a l l  of the  
Indian  towns, w i th  t h e  exception of t h e  Pamunkeys', whose a t t e n t i o n  was engaged 

i by t h e  presence of a  sh ip  i n  the  upper reaches of t h e  York River.  A second campaign, 
I waged a month l a t e r ,  was ca l cu la t ed  t o  d i r e c t  the  colony's  f u l l  s t r e n g t h  a g a i n s t  

1 t h e  Pamunkeys. Captain John West, w r i t i n g  i n  1630, r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Pamunkeys 

I a s  t h e  most dangerous of the  enemy Indians.  

Although an informak peace was concluded between t h e  Engl i sh  and the  Pamunkey 
and Chickahominy Indians  i n  1632, i n  1644 t h e  two t r i b e s  together  wi th  the  Matta- 
ponies ,  t h e  Pasbehays, and the  Waresqueakes, made a  second at tempt t o  a n n i h i l a t e  
the  English colony. Opechancanough, nea r ly  b l ind  a t  age 100, was c a r r i e d  i n t o  
b a t t l e  on a  l i t t e r ,  a  l i v i n g  symbol of t h e  Indians '  ha t red  of the  co lo i l i s t s .  Nearly 
400 s e t t l e r s  were s l a i n  i n  t h e  1644 massacre, most ly i n  the  a r e a  a long t h e  upper 
reaches of t h e  York River .  

Again, the  s e t t l e r s  r e t a l i a t e d .  The Minutes of t h e  Executive Council record 
f o r  p o s t e r i t y  " t h a t  wee w i l l  f o reve r  abandon a l l  formes of peace and f a m i l i a r i t y  
wi th  t h e  whole n a t i o n  and w i l l  t o  t h e  u t te rmost  of our  power pursue and r o o t  [them] 
out .  " 7  I n  a  subsequent o f f ens ive  a g a i n s t  t h e  Pamunkeys, Opechancanough was cap- 
tured  and taken t o  Jarnestown. He was a s sas ina ted  by a  guard angry a t  the  i n j u r i e s  
he bel ieved t h e  ch ief  had pe r sona l ly  inf l ' i c ted  upon t h e  colony. 

I n  1645 t h e  Assemblydecided t o  e s t a b l i s h  four  f o r t s  o r  blockhouses a t  s t r a t e g i c  
l o c a t i o n s  near  t h e  Indian  se t t lements .  A blnckhouse named F o r t  Royal1 was constructed 
on t h e  Pamunkey River  near  t h e  v i l l a g e  of t h e  deceased c h i e f ,  Opechancanough. Be- 
cause of t h e  expense of manning and maintaining these  f o r t s  was burdensome f o r  t h e  
colony, t h e  Captain of each f o r t  was o f fe red  ownership of t h e  acreage adjacent  t o  
the  f o r t  a s  wel l  a s  i ts  bui ld ings ,  boa ts  and provis ions ,  i f  he would agree t o  main- 
t a i n  t h e  f o r t  and s t a f f  i t  with t e n  men f o r  a per iod  of t h r e e  years .  Roger Marshall  
accepted t h e  Assembly's p ropos i t ion  and thereby acquired t h e  F o r t  R o y a l l t r a c t  of 600 

(See Continuation Sheet 116) 



Form Nu 10 300a 
lHav 10 741 

UN l lLDSIA ILSDLP4KIb I l  N I  OF I l l L I h I I l ~ I O K  
N A r l O N A L  PARK SERVICE 

RECEIVED 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED 

C O N T I  N U A T I O N  SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

ac res .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  providing su rve i l l ance  of t h e  nearby Indian  se t t l emen t s ,  
F o r t  Royal l  was intended t o  se rve  a s  the  cen te r  of Indian  t r ade  f o r  t h e  country 
on the  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  James-York peninsula and a s  the  colony's  m i l i t a r y  pos t  i n  
t h a t  region.  Ind ians  needing t o  go t o  Jamestown could o b t a i n  a t  F o r t  Royal l  t h e  
s t r i p e d  c o a t s  which served a s  badges of s a f e  conduct on t h e i r  journey. 

An anonymous ca r tog raphe r ' s  map da t ing  t o  ca .  1646-56, d e p i c t s  t h e  loca t ion  
oC F o r t  Royal l  and a s  we l l  l a b e l s  the  " sea t e  of ye l a t e  Emporor Opechancanough" and 
t h a t  of h i s  successor ,  Totopotomoy. Of p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Totopotomoy's v i l l a g e  l a y  i n  t h e  a rea  occupied ever  s ince  by the  Pamunkey Indians ,  
t h e  land of the  Pamunkey Indian  Reservat ion.  

I n  1646 a t r e a t y  was concluded between t h e  B r i t i s h  and Necatowance, "emporor" 
of t h e  Indians ,  making h i s  people t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  the  B r i t i s h  king.  One of the  
terms of t h e  t r e a t y  was the  p rese rva t ion  of the  land nor th  of the  York River,  west 
of Poropotanke, f o r  t h e  exc lus ive  use of the  Indians.  I n  r e t u r n ,  the  Indians  ceded 
t o  the  B r i t i s h  a l l  land between t h e  f a l l s  of t h e  James River  and t h e  York. 

Despi te  t h e  1646 t r ea ty , se t t l emen t  soon spread i n t o  t h e  Indians '  land.  I n  
J u l y  1653, Totopotornoy, the  husband of t h e  Pamunkey Queen, Cockacoenoe, requested 
l e g a l l y  defined ownership of a  t r a c t  of land. It was agreed t h a t  he should have h i s  
choice b tween Ramomak (near  modernday West po in t )  o r  " the Land where he i s  now Ei sea ted ,"  so long a s  he would l i v e  on t h e  land he se l ec t ed .  Totopotomoy decided t o  
s t a y  a t  h i s  o r i g i n a l  s e a t  on t h e  Pamunkey River ,  i n  the  a r e a  now occupied by h i s  
twent ie th  century  descendants c a l l e d  t h e  Pamunkey Indian  Reservat ion.  A s  a  p a r t  of 
the  1653 agreement, a l l  English s e t t l e r s  l i v i n g  on t h e  land of t h e  Pamunkey Indians 
were t o  be removed. 

During t h e  1650's and 1660's tens ions  eased between t h e  English i n h a b i t a n t s  
and Indians.  A law was passed pe rmi t t i ng  Indian  c h i l d r e n  t o  be reared  a s  Chr i s t i ans  
i n  t h e  homes of t h e  co lon i s t s ,w i th  t h e  l e g a l  consent of t h e  Indian  pa ren t s .  By 
1656 t h e  c o l o n i a l  government began t o s s u m e  i t s  stewardship of the  land of t h e  
Pamunkey Ind ians  and i n M a r c h  1656 made i t  i l l e g a l  f o r  t h e  Indians  t o  s e l l  any p a r t  
of t h e i r  land without t h e  consent of t h e  Assembly. Thus, a c t i o n  by the  Assembly 
i n  1653 e s t ab l i shed  t h e  Pamunkey Indian  Reservat ion a s  an e n t i t y  and i n  1656 s e t  
t h e  precedent  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  t r i b a l  ownership of t h e  land ,  under t h e  adminis- 
t r a t i o n  of t h e  c o l o n i a l  government. 

I n  1658 t h e  Assembly passed an Act suspendirggrant ing land t o  B r i t i s h  s e t t l e r s  
I t  u n t i l  t h e  Indians  be f i r s t  served wi th  t h e  propor t ion  of f i f t i e  a c r e s  of land 
per  bowman and the  propor t ion  f o r  each p a r t i c u l a r  town t o  be together . .  . p r i v i l e g e  

(See Continuat ion Sheet 67) 
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of a l l  waste  and unfenced lands  f o r  hunting."' By 1662 t h e  Assembly f u r t h e r  
def ined  the  Tr ibutary  Indians '  land boundaries a s  a  r i n g  t h r e e  mi l e s  from t h e i r  
towns. Any c o l o n i s t s  a l ready sea t ed  wi th in  the  t h r e e  mi le  bounds were ordered t o  
he lp  t h e  Ind ians  fence  i n  a  c o r n f i e l d  adequate t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  populat ion of t h e  

Indian  town. Moreover, t h e  Tr ibutary  Indians ,  i f  unarmed, could hunt and ga the r  
wi th in  t h e  B r i t i s h  se t t l emen t s ,  i f  they would wear s p e c i a l  engraved badges of 
copper o r  pewter,  which i d e n t i f i e d  them a s  f r i e n d l y .  

By t h e  1670's t h e  c o l o n i s t s '  greed and need f o r  land had i n t e n s i f i e d  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  t h a t  c e r t a i n  ind iv idua l s  took advantage of a  l e g a l  loophole i n  t h e  a c t  pre-  
vent ing  the  s a l e  of Indian  land by obta in ing  l e a s e s  from t h e  Pamunkey and Chicka- 
hominy Indians.  Consequently, a  1674 a c t  was passed outlawing such l e a s e s .  The 
maps of Augustin Herman (1670), F. Lamb (1676) and o t h e r s  demonstrate t h a t  most 
of the  land wi th in  t h e  so-cal led Pamunkey Neck was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Pamunkey 
Indians  (Figures 6,7, and 8).  

Rela t ions  between t h e  c o l o n i s t s  and Indians  were e s s e n t i a l l y  peaceful  on the  
eve of Bacon's Rebel l ion.  However, because of t h e  c l o s e  proximity of t h e  Pamunkeys 
t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  se t t l emen t s ,  Nathaniel  Bacon d i r e c t e d  h i s  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  them e a r l y  
i n  h i s  campaign. Although t h e  Queen, Cockacoenoe,escaped wi th  h e r  l i f e  by f l e e i n g  
i n t o  t h e  woods, Bacon's army k i l l e d  many of her  people.  inc luding  women and ch i ld ren ,  
and took plunder  and p r i sone r s .  La ter  she  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of her  
belongings and was included i n  t h e  l ist  of s u f f e r e r s  i n  t h e  Rebel l ion when an 
accounting was made t o  t h e  government i n  England. Queen Cockacoenoe had a l ready 
su f fe red  g r e a t l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  of h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  the  English,  f o r  i n  1656, her  
husband, Totopotomoy and many Pamunkey war r io r s  had been k i l l e d  while  a s s i s t i n g  
t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  a  campaign a g a i n s t  some f o r e i g n  Indians .  

I n  1677 a major peace t r e a t y  was executed, t h e  Treaty of Middle P l a n t a t i o n .  
It es t ab l i shed  t h a t  t h e  "Indian Kings and Queens ... s h a l l  hold t h e i r  l ands  and have 
t h e  same confirmed t o  them and t h e i r  p o s t e r i t y  by Pa ten t  without  f e e  . . .p  aying 
yea r ly  i n  l i e u  of a  Qui t ren t . .  . t h r e e  Indian  arrowes"1° and r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  "no 
English s h a l l  s e a t e  or p l a n t  nearer  than t h r e e  mi l e s  t o  any Indian  town."ll 
The Trhbutary t r i b e s  agreed t o  l a y  a l l  d i s p u t e s  wi th  s e t t l e r s  and among themselves 
before t h e  colony's  c o u r t s  of law, r a t h e r  than seeking j u s t i c e  independently. 

A s  a  t ang ib le  d i sp lay  of f r i endsh ip  between t h e  B r i t i s h  government and t h e  
Tr ibutary  Indians,  coronets ,  o r  crowns, and r o y a l  robes were ordered f o r  the  Queen 
of t h e  Pamunkeys and t h r e e  o t h e r  major Tr ibu ta ry  Indian  r u l e r s .  To Cockacoenoe alone 
King Charles  I1 gave s e v e r a l  e l a b o r a t e  g i f t s ,  inc luding  a  necklace,  b r a c e l e t s ,  

(See Continuat ion Sheet (18) 
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and c lo th ing ,  a s  we l l  a s  s e v e r a l  garments f o r  her  son, her  i n t e r p r e t e r  and her  
chief  counci lor .  Although t h e  Council i n  V i r g i n i a  success fu l ly  blocked t h e  g i v i n g  
of t h e  coronets  t o  the  Indian  r u l e r s ,  be l iev ing  t h a t  they would be mis in terpre ted  
a s  g i f t s  o f f ea r  r a t h e r  than f r i endsh ip ,  t h e  o t h e r  g i f t s  were de l ive red  by Thomas, 
Lord Culpeper, i n  1680. One of these  g i f t s ,  a  s i l v e r  f r o n t l e t i n s c r i b e d  wi th  t h e  
names of King Charles  and the  Queen of t h e  Pamunkey, i s  owned by t h e  Associa t ion  
f o r  t h e  P rese rva t ion  of V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  and i s  c u r r e n t l y  on d i sp lay  a t  James- 
town Is land .  Twenty s i l v e r  badges, i n sc r ibed  with t h e  names of t h e  major Tr ibutary  
Indian l e a d e r s ,  were bestowed by King Char les ,  t o  be displayed by t h e  Tr ibutary  
tribesmen when coming i n t o  t h e  English se t t l emen t s  (Figure 9 ) .  

Land o f f i c e  records  f o r  the  yea r s  a f t e r  1677 r e v e a l  an i n f l u x  of s e t t l e r s  i n t o  
Pamunkey Neck, b u t s i d e t h e  Indian bounds. By 1680 the  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Pamunkey Neck 
p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  House of Burgesses t o  des igna te  t h e  a r e a  a  p a r i s h .  P res su re  quickly  
mounted t o  p l a n t  on vacant  Indian  land ,  and i n  1688 the  Executive Council asked 
the  King t o  open up t h e  land i n  Pamunkey Neck and south of Blackwater Swamp, where 
many Indians  used t o  l i v e  "but a r e  now wasted and dwindled away, however doe [ s t i l l ]  
hold and possess."12 The Council al.leged t h a t  the vacant  land l a y  open and vulnerable  
t o  t h e  incu r s ion  of f o r e i g n  Indians .  

No dec i s ion  had been ~ e a c h e d  by 1693 when King William granted a  Royal Charter  
t o  the  College of William and Mary and wi th  i t ,  an endowment of 10,000 a c r e s  of land 
i n  Pamunkey Neck and an equal  amount i n  t h e  a r e a  south  of Blackwater Swamp. A m o r i -  
torium was placed on a l l  pa t en t ing  i n  those  two a r e a s  u n t i l  t h e  College land was 
l a i d  out .  Due t o  va r ious  de lays ,  t hese  lands  were not  o f f i c i a l l y  opened f o r  s e t t l e -  
ment u n t i l  1706. I n  t h e  meantime the  House of Burgesses r epea ted ly  went on record 
support ing t h e  s e t t l e r s  r i g h t  t o  pa t en t  land i n  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a .  While p a t e n t s  
were n o t  a c t u a l l y  i s sued ,  t h e  House recommended t h a t  s p e c i f i c  t r a c t s  be granted t o  
c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  soon a s  pa t en t ing  became l e g a l .  The Governor's Claims 
Committee a l s o  went on record i n  support of t h e  l e g a l i t y  of t h e  99 year  l e a s e s  
given by t h e  Pamunkeys t o  va r ious  persons and l i k e  t h e  House, enforced t h e  r e g i s t r a -  
t i o n  of claims f o r  l i t e r a l l y  thousands of a c r e s  of land.  The r e g i s t r a t i o n  of claims,  
however, was contingent  upon a survey of t h e  land wi th in  t h e  t h r e e  mi l e  Indian  
bounds occupied by t h e  Indians ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  des ignat ion  of the  Col lege ' s  10,000 
a c r e  endowment. 

I n  1715 Queen Ann of the  Pamunkey Indians  pe t i t i oned  f o r  p ro tec t ion  from th ree  
men who had purchased acreage from them wi th in  t h e i r  lands  butwho "doe every year  
c l e a r ,  bu i ld ,  and occupy our Land which i s  beyond t h a t  we so ld  them."l3 She des- 
c r ibed  her  people a s  a  poor, smal l  na t ion .  

(See Continuation Sheet f9). 



Farm Nu 10 300a 
lRov 10 141 

UN1'11:D S11t  1l.S D1:1'/1K I ~&Il:N'1'01 '1111: l l \ i ' I 1 . K I ~ t <  
NAllONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

RECEIVED 

CONTl NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

The l i v i n g  cond i t ions  and populat ion of t h e  Pamunkey Indians  a t  the  opening 
of t h e  e igh teen th  century have been described by Robert Beverley, who worked a t  
Court on the  land claims of t h e  Pamunkey Indians  i n  1703-3, and who wrdte i n  1705 
t h a t  the  Pamunkeys had only f o r t y  bowmen and were dec l in ing  i n  populat ion.  Beverley 
a l s o  wrate  t h a t  not  only was t h e  Indians '  land l e s s  abundant a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  
a r r i v a l  of t h e  Europeans, but t h a t  they had l o s t  t h e i r  innocence and had had t h e i r  
d e s i r e  f o r  luxury awakened. 

Francis  Louis Michel, a  Swiss who toured the  colony i n  1702, noted t h a t  the  
Indians  were not  g r e a t l y  accu l tu ra t ed ,  having "no c l o t h e s  except  they g e t  through 
t rade  with the  English; they wear them when they have t o  go t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  ... 
once a  year  a t  t h e  muster of t h e  t roops."l4 Michel a l s o  wrdte t h a t  they " l i k e  
s t rong  d r ink  o r  rum beyond a l l  measure,"l5 words which were paraphrased by the  
Pamunkey Queen i n  1706 when she complained about t h e  Engilsh i n h a b i t a n t s  r e t a i l i n g  
l i q u o r  i n  her  town. 

Another i n d i c a t i o n  of the  dec l in ing  wel fare  of the  Pamunkeys i s  t h e i r  t h r e e  
r eques t s  f o r  a  reduct ion  i n  t h e  amount of t h e i r  annual t r i b u t e ,  from twenty beaver 
sk ins  t o  t e n  i n  1699, from t en  s k i n s  t o  one i n  1705, t o  none i n  1708. A s  English 
se t t lement  and p lan t ing  made f u r t h e r  inroads  i n t o  t h e  Indians '  t r a d i t i o n a l  game and 
foraging  h a b i t a t ,  they experienced inc reas ing  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  support ing themselves 

.-a from the  land. S q u a t t e r s  continued t o  e n t e r  land wi th in  t h e  Pamunkeys' bounds and 
one member of t h e  Executive Council, John Light foot ,  attempted t o  " lay  Claime t o  
the  land on which t h e i r  town s tands . . .  and ha th  threatened to  t u r n  them off  t h e  
s a i d  land."16 Severa l  t imes during t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  e igh teen th  century the  
Pamunkey Indians  complained about  the  encroachment of the  s e t t l e r s .  

I n  1708, Ann, t h e  Pamunkey Queen, claimed t h a t  her people were s t a rv ing ,  although 
some few Indian  women had found homes wi th  t h e  s e t t l e r s .  She asked t h a t  s eve ra l  
Pamunkey men, who had been lu red  away t o  l i v e  with t h e  l o c a l  B r i t i s h  i n h a b i t a n t s  
be re turned  t o  a i d  i n  the  support  of her  Indian community. Yet she  agreed i n  1711 
t o  e n r o l l  her  son a t  t h e  College of William and Mary. That l i v i n g  wi th  the  c o l o n i s t s  
and adapt ing  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h a b i t s m a d e  t h e  Indians  l e s s  f i t  and/or  w i l l i n g  t o  
s u b s i s t  a s  they formerly had was an idea  voiced by William Byrd, Benjamin Frankl in  
and o t h e r s  and reaff i rmed by v a r i o u s  Indian  l e a d e r s  throughout t h e  e igh teen th  century.  

By 1727 Governor Gooch est imated t h a t  t h e  Pamunkey Indians  had 'dec l ined  t o  only 
t e n  fami l ies .  The degree t o  which they were encul tura ted  i s  evidenced by t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i n  1734 t h e  Council  discharged t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t o  the  Indians ,  
s t a t i n g  t h a t  " t h e i r  s e r v i c e  being of l i t t l e  use,  seeing the  t r i b u t a r y  Indians  under- 
s tand  and can speak t h e  English language very  we11."17 

(See Continuat ion Sheet # lo)  

+% 



Furrn Nu 1 0 3 0 0 a  
l A o v  1U 74) 

U N I ~ I L V  S. IA I t 5  DIiI'AK'l blI.N'1 OF '1-Ilk 1NII:KIOK 
NAllONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

RECEIVED 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

10 8 1 

I n  1748 a group of Pamunkey Indians  pe t i t i oned  the  House of Burgesses f o r  per- 
mission t o  s e l l  an eighty-eight  a c r e  t r a c t  of land non-contiguous t o  the  r e s e r v a t .  n ,  
which they claimed n e i t h e r  they nor t h e i r  ances to r s  "have ever  y e t  made any use " 

18 
but  which was g r e a t l y  wasted by nearby i n h a b i t a n t s .  The Pamunkey de lega t ion  s a i d  
t h a t  they des i r ed  t o  pay o f f  t h e  heavy indebtedness incurred  by t h e i r  people due t o  
t h e i r  being " a f f l i c t e d  wi th  long and g r i ev ious  Sickness which l e d  t o  an accumulation 
of deb t s  f o r  medicines, D r s  a t tendance ,  Corn, Cloathing and o t h e r  Necessaries .  ~ 1 9  

Although an a c t  was passed permi t t ing  s a l e  of t h e  land a t  pub l i c  auc t ion ,  i n  1759 the  
Pamunkeys p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  l e a s e  tk same acreage. On March 27, 1759 an 
Act was passed e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  Board of Trus tees  whose duty was t o  oversee the  leas ing  
of t h e  Indians '  land and p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .  Throughout the  remainder of t h e  
e igh teen th  century  t h e  Pamunkey t r i b e  continued t o  r e l y  upon t h e  land management re- 
commendations of t h e i r  Trus tees .  

The Reverend Andrew Burnaby i n  1759 described the  Pamunkey Indians  a s  having 
"dwindled away through intemperance and d i s e a s e  ... l i v i n g  i n  l i t t l e  wigwams o r  cabins 
upon t h e  River ... t h e i r  employment i s  c h i e f l y  hunting o r  f i s h i n g  f o r  t h e  neighboring 
gentry,"20 a  d e s c r i p t i o n  not  un l ike  t h e i r  way of l i f e  i n  the  mid-seventeenth century.  

During t h e  yea r s  of the  American Revolution t h e  Pamunkey Indians  were spared a l l  
but minimal involvement i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  A 1781map by a ~ F w n c h  cartographer  shows 
t h e  presence of an American b a t t e r y  on the  no r theas t e rn  edge of t h e  Pamunkey Re- 
s e r v a t i o n ,  a  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  cons t ruc ted  t o  a s su re  t h e  American t roops s a f e  passage 
ac ross  t h e  Pamunkey River  (F igure  10) .  

Thomas J e f f e r s o n  i n  h i s  Notes on Vi rg in i a  described t h e  Pamunkey Indians  ca. -- 
1781. He wrote t h a t  "they a r e  reduced t o  t e n  o r  twelve men, t o l e r a b l y  pure from 
mixture wi th  o t h e r  co lours .  The o l d e r  ones among them preserve  t h e i r  language i n  a  
small  degree, which a r e  t h e  l a s t  v e s t i g e s  on e a r t h ,  a s  f a r  a s  we know, of the  Powhatan 
language. They have about 300 a c r e s  of very f e r t i l e  land on t h e  Pamunkey River ,  so 
encompassed by water t h a t  a  g a t e  shu t s  i n  the  whole. "21 He est imated t h e i r  t o t a l  
popula t ion  a t  100 persons. 

Throughout t h e  e igh teen th  century the  Pamunkeys, l i k e  o t h e r  Vi rg in i a  Indians 
and b lacks  and mulat toes,  had few c i v i l  r i g h t s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  l i t t l e  evidence 
of them su rv ives  i n  t h e  pub l i c  record .  Indians ,  by 1705, were not  allowed t o  hold 
any c i v i l ,  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e s  nor were they allowed to  vote .  During 
p a r t  of t h e  e igh teen th  century they were unable t o  t e s t i f y  i n  cour t  cases .  Although 
an 1808 a c t  was passed forb idding  the  enslavement of Indians ,  because they had been 
g iven  the  r i g h t  t o  t rade ,  t h e  accounts  of William Byrd and o t h e r s  demonstrates t h a t  
such s l ave ry  occurred, a l though i t  was not  widespread. 

(See Continuation Sheet #11) 
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During t h e  n ine teen th  century the  Pamunkey Indians  continued t o  l i v e  on t h e i r  
t r i b a l  land i n  King William County. Their  populat ion remained s t a b l e ,  being an 
est imated 100 persons i n  1850. References t o  the  Pamunkey Indians  i n  t h e  n ine teenth  
century documentary record a r e  scarce ,  wi th  the  exception of t h e  1802 p e t i t i o n  of 
Saqiaresa ,an  Indian  ch ie f ,  who requested t h e  appointment of new Trus tees  f o r  t h e  
Pamunkeys. 

An 1863 map of King William County by a Confederate car tographer  included the  
Pamunkey Indian  Town and shows the  presence of s eve ra l  s t r e e t s  and t h r e e  s t r u c t u r e s  
wi th in  t h e  nominated acreage. A t  t h e  southern  l i m i t  of t h e  Pamunkey land t h e  re- 
s idence of a Langston family i s  i d e n t i f i e d .  About 1862, four  Union car tographers  
sketched t h e  t e r r a i n  i n  d e t a i l  and l a b e l l e d  the  Indian Town. The upper l i m i t  of the  
Pamunkey proper ty  is shown a s  being t raversed  by t h e  t r acks  of t h e  Richmond and York 
River Rai lroad (Figures 3, 11, and 12) .  

I n  1893 when J . G .  Po l l a rd  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Bureau of Ethnology v i s i t e d  
t h e  Pamunkey Indian  Reservat ion,  he assessed t h e  popula t ion  a t  approximately 
100 persons,  90 of whom were r e s i d e n t i a l .  Pol la rd  noted t h a t  a l l  of the  houses 
i n  t h e  Pamunkey Town were weatherboarded and one and one-half stories high,  consis- 
t i n g  of one t o  fou r  rooms. A Bap t i s t  church supported by t h e  t r i b e  cons t i t u t ed  t h e  
most s u b s t a n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  Po l l a rd  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Pamunkeys' 
n a t i v e  c r a f t s  had died out  and t h a t  no a r t i s a n s  were p resen t  on the  r e se rva t ion  a t  
t h a t  time. 

I n  1893, a s  i n  c o l o n i a l  t imes, t h e  Pamunkey t r i b e  was exempt from t axa t ion  and 
pa id  an annual  symbolic t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  Governor, a t r a d i t i o n  which i s  maintained 
i n  1980. The Pamunkeys a r e  governed by a n  e l ec t ed  Chief and Council ,  under the  
supervis ion  of Trus tees  appointed by t h e  S t a t e .  Two twen t i e th  century s t u d i e s  have 
been done on t h e  Pamunkey Indians,  one by Frank G. Speck i n  1928 and t h e  o t h e r  by 
Helen C. Rountree i n  1972. 

Cer t a in  family surnames still surv ive  among t h e  Pamunkey t r i b e ,  notable  those  
of the  Cook and Langston f a m i l i e s ,  who a r e  mentioned i n  t h e  e igh teen th  century 
documentary record .  Other surnames p resen t  on the  r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  1980 inc lude  
Miles,  Bradley, Bradby, Co l l in s  and Page. A t  p re sen t ,  67 i n d i v i d u a l s  r e s i d e  on 
the  Pamunkey Reservat ion,  wi th  approximately 1,000 a d d i t i o n a l  persons l i v i n g  e l s e -  
where but  s t i l l  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  the  t r i b a l  lands .  Chief Tecumseh Cook i s  p res id ing  
Chief of t h e  Pamunkey Indian  Nation. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet U12) 
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T h i r t y  bu i ld ings  a r e  p resen t  of the  Pamunkey Indian Reservat ion i n  1980, 
twenty-six modern dwell ings,  a ca. 1865 church, and four  o t h e r  modern bui ld ings  
which house an e x h i b i t i o n  of Pamunkey Indian  a r t i f a c t s  and the  t r i b a l  a r ch ives ,  a 
c r a f t  cen te r ,  p o t t e r y  house, and a schoolhouse (Figures 1 3  and 14) .  

I n  1977, 1978 and 1979, Cathol ic  Un ive r s i ty  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  the  Pamunkey 
Indian  Nation, conducted a program i n  experimental  l i v i n g  on t h e  Pamunkey Reser- 
va t ion .  S tudents  of anthropology and modernday Pamunkey Indians  explored together  
t h e  p r i m i t i v e  technologies  used by Late Woodland Period Pamunkeys t o  manufacture 
s tone  t o o l s  and po t t e ry .  A s  wel l ,  Late Woodland a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  and house- 
bu i ld ing  techniques were researched and put  i n t o  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  thereby 
enabling t h e  Pamunkey Indians themselves t o  red iscover  t h e i r  n a t i v e  c r a f t s  and 
l i feways,  which they can, i n  turn ,  sha re  wi th  the  American pub l i c .  

Inc lus ion  of t h e  Pamunkey Indian  Reservat ion Archaeological  D i s t r i c t  i n  the 
National  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces  would a s su re  t h e  preservat ionof a t  l e a s t  7,000 
yea r s  of American abor ig ina l  c u l t u r e  and o f f i c i a l l y  recognize t h e  home t e r r i t o r y  of 
the  Pamunkey Indians .  S c i e n t i f i c  excavat ion of t h e  a rchaeologica l  s i t e s  wi th in  the 
nominated acreage could y i e l d  unique r e s e a r c h  d a t a  on many aspec t s  of Pamunkey l i f e  
both before  t h e  a f t e r  European contac t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  evo lu t inn  
and adap ta t ion  of the  Pamunkey Indians  and t h e i r  ances to r s  could be t r aced ,  thereby 
providing knowledge on numerous f a c e t s  of  Indian l i f e .  Areas of r e sea rch  inc lude  
documenting,through excavation,changes over time among the  Pamunkey and t h e i r  pre- 
decessors  regarding subs i s t ence ,  technology, s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l / r e l i g i o u s  organiza t ion ,  
and se t t lement  p a t t e r n s .  Because of the  Pamunkey Indians '  prime importance wi th in  
t h e  Powhatan Chiefdom, excavat ion of t h e  Pamunkey Indian  Reservat ion s i t e s  could 

I 
provide inva luab le  information on t h e  development of t h a t  l a r g e r  h i e r a r c h i c a l  
group of La te  Woodland Indians ,  r e sea rch  d a t a  which would be of both r eg iona l  and ! n a t i o n a l  importance. S imi l a r ly ,  the  a rchaeologica l  d i s t r i c t  s e rves  a s  an i d e a l  
l o c a t i o n  t o  document changes i n  Pamunkey l i f e  r e s u l t i n g  from contac t  w i th  European 
s o c i e t y  from the  seventeenth eo the  twent ie th  century A.D. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet $13 f o r  Footnotes)  
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