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7. DESCRIP'YION 

(Check Olle) 

Mangohic Church i s  loca ted  a t  t h e  end of  s t a t e  Routc 638 south  of 
Route 30. The r ec t angu la r  bu i ld ing  measures 61' X 28' and i s  covered by 
a s t e c p  gable  roof .  Along each s i d e  of  the  bu i ld ing  is  a n  e a r l y  and 
probably o r i g i n a l  modi l l ion  co rn ice .  The church ' s  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  
Fleniish bond wi th  glazed headers above the  water  t ab le .  The g l az ing  i s  
niore r e g u l a r  i n  the  body of the  bu i ld ing  than i n  the  gables .  English 
bond i s  employed below the  water  t a b l e ,  and queen c l o s c r s  mark the  jambs 
of  thc  doorways and t h e  end windows on the  south  w a l l  and t h e  corners .  
llubbcd b r i ck  is  used a t  t h e  f o u r c o r n e r s ,  i n  t h e  a rches  of a l l  the  windows 
a t  the  jainbs of a l l  openings, on t h e  remaining p a r t s  o f  the  a r c h  over  the  
south  door,  and a long t h e  rake on both s i d e s  of each gable .  The four  
windows i n  t h e  no r th  and t h e  t h r e e  i n  the  south  have gauged b r i c k  j ack  
a rches ,  and the  two sinall windows i n  the  west w a l l  above the  g a l l e r y  have 
segmental a r ches .  A11 t h e  a rches  a l t e r n a t e  f u l l  b r i c k s  wi th  p a i r s  of 
halves.  The t h i r d  window from the  west on the  n o r t h  s i d e  i s  sma l l e r  than  
t h e  o t h e r  windows and suggests  the  poss ib l e  e x i s t e n c e  of  a g r e a t  pew a t  ont 
time between t h e  p u l p i t  and chancel .  

The church conta ins  s e v e r a l  i n sc r ibed  b r i c k s  loca ted  around t h e  
west and south  doors .  Over t h e  south  door is inc i sed  "1731" w i t h  e i t h e r  

- -  'W" o r  'W" between t h e  "17" and t h e  "31", wh i l e  one b r i c k  n e a r  the  wes t  
door appears  t o  be "T A Brow': Another below t h a t  reads  "T E Moony". 

The i n t e r i o r  has a r a i s e d  chancel  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  p u l p i t  and two 
doors ,  o r i g i n a l l y  windows, leading  t o  the  church o f f i c e s .  These o f f i c e s  
are 1.ocated i n  a  modern b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  a t t ached  t o  t h e  r e a r  w a l l .  A 
g a l l e r y  i n  the  west end con ta ins  what poss ib ly  a r e  c o l o n i a l  f loorboards .  
The w a l l s  a r e  f in i shed  w i t h  l a t e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  tongue-and-groove 
boards. The c e i l i n g ,  which may have o r i g i n a l l y  been a  segmental a r ch ,  
now has t h r e e  planes and is sheathed w i t h  ba t tened  panels .  
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Mangohick Church was begun about  1730, probably a s  a chapel  of ease ,  
which was b u i l t  f o r  t h e  conveniencc o f  those  who l i v e d  i n  remote p a r t s  of 
the  p a r i s h ,  f o r  S t .  Margaret 's  Pa r i sh  i n  King William County. The church 
takes  it name from i t s  loca t ion  a t  t h e  head of Mangohick Creek, a t r i b u -  
t a r y  of t h e  Pamunkey River. William Byrd, 11, of Westover passed by t h e  
church i n  1732 on h i s  r e t u r n  journey and r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  i n  h i s  j ou rna l  o f  
"Progress t o  t h e  Mines" a s  the  New Brick Church. Light  is shcd on 
Anglican church p r a c t i c e s  i n  c o l o n i a l  V i rg in i a  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  1738 
Mangohick's congregat ion had reason t o  complain t h a t  John Brunsk i l l ,  the  
paid c l e r k ,  whose duty ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  recording  t h e  a f f a i r s  of  t h e  pa r i sh  
was t o  read t h e  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  absence of t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  ".,.bath 
Neglected t o  perform Divine Serv ice  a t  a Chapel of Ease b u i l t  s e v e r a l  
yea r s  agoe f o r  the  Convenience of a g r e a t  number of Famil ies  l i v i n g  remote 
from t h e  Church of  s a i d  p a r i s h  and r e f u s i n g  t o  preach o r  Read p raye r s  
t h e r e  a s  by Law he i s  obl iged."  
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Mangohick became t h e  Upper Church of St,. David's when t h a t  p a r i s h  was 
formed i n  1744, and served i n  t h a t  capac i ty  u n t i l  t h e  Revolution. 
Apparently abandoned by t h e  Episcopal ians soon a f t e r  t h e  Dises tab l i shment ,  
i t  then became a f r e e  church f o r  use by any denomination. L a t e r  t h e  
Union Bap t i s t  Church was organized he re  wi th  both  whi te  and Negro members. 
The Negro congregat ion a lone ,  however, has occupied t h e  church s i n c e  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of  t h e  n ine teen th  century ,  bu t  d i d  n o t  r ece ive  l e g a l  
possess ion  u n t i l  t h e  1920's.  

Mangohick s t ands  a s  a c l a s s i c  example of  t h e  r e c t i l i n e a r  type o f  
c o l o n i a l  V i rg in i a  church. Because i t  was b u i l t  t o  se rve  a s  a chapel  of  
e a s e ,  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  much p l a i n e r  than t h e  l a r g e r  more e l a b o r a t e  
p a r i s h  churches of  t h e  e ra .  The bu i ld ing  i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by i t s  f i n e  
Flemish bond brickwork wi th  t h e  glazed header p a t t e r n .  
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