7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X __ excellent ____deteriorated ___ unaltered X original site
e g0 . ruins _X_altered —__moved  date
— fair . unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

Wyoming is a two-story, five-bay frame house set on a Flemish-bond underpinning and
flanked by tall Flemish-bond brick chimneys with a single set of stepped weatherings each.
The building is clad with plain weatherboards, which replace original beaded weatherboard-
ing, and is fitted with 9/9 sash on the first floor and 6/9 sash on the second. Relatively
modern gable-roofed porches, which may replace earlier porches of similar form, shelter
both entrances. The whole is covered with a clipped gable vroof with a standing-seam sheet
metal surface and modillion cornice. At the north end is a modern one-story, two-bay
frame kitchen wing which replaces an earlier wing of uncertain date. At the south end is
a2 shed covering the basement entrance. '

Wyoming has a simple central-passage, single-pile plan which is unusual principally
for its outsized proportions. It is fifty-five feet long and twenty-five feet deep.
Normally houses of this sort are forty-five to fifty feet long and not much more than
twenty feet deep. This large scale is maintained in the vertical dimensions as well; the
first-floor ceilings are over eleven feet high.

The intericr decoration also contributes to the large-scale effect. In the hall
(south room), the high raised-panel wainscoting is complemented by a broad chimney breast
that reaches almost to the ceiling. It consists of an architrave frame which surrounds
the fireplace and is flanked by shelf-height fluted pilasters. A frieze consisting of ‘
raised panels interspersed with fluted conscoles which support the molded shelf completes
the lower half of the chimney breast. The upper half, also enframed by fluted pilasters,
has a central molded panel enclosing another square molded panel with a broken triangulax
pediment with a wall-of-Troy cornice and punch~and-dentil rake molding. This overmantel
arrangement is flanked by vertical rectangular raised panels. A molded cornice caps the
entire chimney breast. ‘ i

The passage is thirteen feet wide--about four feet wider than is usual, yet the stair
is entirely enclosed and projects into the north room. It is entered through doors from
both the passage and the north room. The passage is decorated with raised-panel wainscot-
ing and a pedestal chair rail, as in the hall, and has a beaded nailboard encircling it as
well, )

Raised-panel wainscoting is also employed in the north room. The chimney breast here,
which was similar to that in the hall, was cut off at shelf height many vears ago. The
remaining section has four frieze panels and fluted pilasters with reeds in the flutes.

A panel chimneypiece in the second-floor north room is a modern copy. ‘

The house is dramatically sited on the edge of a narrow plateau overlooking the bottom

landsof the Pamunkey River. The setting is completely rural, consisting mostly of open fields
but with trees along the river and adjoining creeks. No modern intrusions are nearby.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below -

___prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning . landscape architecture_____ religion

_.—_1400-1489 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation . law ——_. science

- 1500-1593 ____ agriculture —_ economics —literature . sculpture

—__1600-16989 _X_ architecture - education —...— mititary — social/

X _1700-1799 ___art ____engineering —__ music hurnanitarian

X 1800-1899 ___ commerce . exploration/settlement ___ philosophy —— theater

— 1900~ - communications . industry — politics/government  ____ transportation
— invention . -—__ other (specify)

Specific dates Ca. 1800 _ Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

Wyoming's large wooden dwelling house is representative of the extensive rebuilding
of rural Virginia that took place after the Ravolution. By the end of the 18th century
many Colonial houses were replaced with larger, better-built structures or were heavily
remodeled, and many altogether new houses were built to serve the newly established farms
carved out of the large old plantations. Architecturally the house maintains the
Vtraditional Vlrglnla—Georglan flavor of earlier decades, however it departs from the

ynorm with its exceptionally generous proportions. FExterior dimensions and rooms sizes
are all considerably greater than similar Tidewater houses built either before oxr after
the Revolution, Indeed, Wyoming may ba the largest house of its plan type (hall-parlor,
center-passage) in Virginia. The house is further distinguished by its elegant detailing,
including its exterior modillion cornice and interior trim. The paneled chimneypiece in
the main room, though somewhat provincial, is one of the most elaborate of its type in the
region. The house was built arocund 1800 for the Hoomes family, large landowners in the
western Tidewater. Wyoming is a corruption of the Delaware Indian word, for "at" or "“upon
the plain,” Tts choice as the property’s name may arise from its site or be an allusion
to the Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania where a Revolutionary battle was fought.

John Hoomes of Carocline County bought the Wyoming tract from Thomas R. Rootes in 1796.
Since Rootes lived in Carxoline County, it is unlikely that the present house was built
during his tenure, and the architectural evidence suggests that it could not have been
erected any earlier. John Hoomes is the apparent builder of the house, erected for his
son George W. Hoomes. The elder Hoomes lived at Baowling Green Farm (now known as 01d
Mansion} in Caroline County. Interestingly, when he built Wyoming he chose to imitate
the modillion cornice and the somewhat out—of—date clipped gables of his own mid-18th-
century brick house.

George W. Hoomes died in 1802 at the age of 23, and the property remained in his
father's ownership until 1804, when it was inherited by George Hoomes's minor son John
Waller Hoomes. The younger Hoomes died in 1833, and the property was sold six years later
to Dr. Arthur Brockenbrough of Tappahannock, who sold it to a father and son, Thomas C.
and Benjamin Day Nelson. A plat made in 183% at the time of the sale represents the first
appearanc=0f the name Wyoming. The Nelsons owned Wyoming until 1914 when the Atkinson
family, the current owners, purchased it.
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