
7. Descrintion 
Condition Check one Check one 
x- excellent -deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
-good -- ruins altered -moved date 
-fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Wyoming i s  a two-story, five-bay frame house s e t  on a Flemish-bond underpinning and 
flanked by t a l l  Flemish-bond brick chimneys w i t h  a s ing le  set of stepped weatherings each. 
The building is clad w i t h  p l a in  weatherboards, which replace o r i g i n a l  beaded weatherboard- 
ing, and is f i t t e d  w i t h  9/9 sash on the f i r s t  f loor  and 6/9 sash on the second. Relatively 
modern gable-roofed porches, which may replace e a r l i e r  porches of s imi la r  form, s h e l t e r  
both entrances. The whole is covered w i t h  a clipped gable roof w i t h  a standing-seam sheet  
metal surface and modillion cornice. A t  the north end is a modern one-story, two-bay 
frame kitchen wing which replaces an e a r l i e r  wing of uncertain date. A t  the  south end is 
a shed covering the basement entrance. 

Wyoming has a simple central-passage, single-pile plan which is unusual p r inc ipa l ly  
fo r  its outsized proportions. It i s  f i f ty - f ive  f e e t  long and twenty-five f e e t  deep. 
Normally houses of this s o r t  a re  forty-five t o  f i f t y  f e e t  long and not much more than 
twenty f e e t  deep. This large sca le  is maintained i n  the v e r t i c a l  dimensions as  wel l ;  the 
f i r s t - f loo r  ce i l ings  a r e  over eleven f e e t  high. 

The i n t e r i o r  decoration a l so  contributes t o  the large-scale e f fec t .  I n  the  h a l l  
(south room), the  high raised-panel wainscoting is  complemented by a broad chimney b reas t  
t ha t  reaches almost t o  the ce i l ing .  I t  consists of an archi t rave freme which surrounds 
the f i replace and i s  flanked by shelf-height f lu ted  p i l a s t e r s .  A f r i e z e  consis t ing of  
raised panels interspersed w i t h  f luted consoles which support t h e  molded she l f  completes 
the lower half  of the  chimney breast .  The upper ha l f ,  a l so  enframed by f lu t ed  p i l a s t e r s ,  
has a cent ra l  molded panel enclosing another square molded panel w i t h  a broken t r iangular  
pediment with a wall-of-Troy cornice and punch-and-dentil rake molding. This overmantel 
arrangement i s  flanked by v e r t i c a l  rectangular ra ised panels. A molded cornice caps t h e  
en t i r e  chimney breast .  

The passage is th i r t een  feet wide--about four f e e t  wider than is usual, y e t  the s t a i r  
i s  en t i r e ly  enclosed and projects  i n t o  the north room. I t  is entered through doors from 
both the passage and the north room. The passage is decorated with raised-panel wainscot- 
ing and a pedestal cha i r  r a i l ,  a s  i n  the h a l l ,  and has a beaded nailboard enc i rc l ing  it as  
well. 

Raised-panel wainscoting i s  a l so  employed i n  the north room. The chimney b r e a s t  here, 
which was s imilar  t o  t h a t  i n  the h a l l ,  was cu t  o f f  a t  shelf  height  many years ago. The 

remaining sect ion has four f r i eze  panels and f lu ted  p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  reeds i n  the  f l u t e s .  
A panel chimneypiece i n  the  second-floor north room i s  a nwdern copy. 

The house i s  dramatically s i t e d  on the edge of a narrow plateau overlooking the  bottom 
landsof the Parnunkey River. The se t t i ng  is completely ru ra l ,  consis t ing mostly of open f i e l d s  
but with t r e e s  along the r ive r  and adjoining creeks. No modern iritrusions a r e  nearby. 



- 

8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 

1700-1799 
L 1800-1 899 

1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and juslify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation law -science 
- agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
X architecture education - military - sociaU 
-art - engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications .- industry - politicsigovernmnt - transporlation 

- invention - other (spclfy) 

Specific dates Ca. 1800 BuilderiArchitect 

Statwnmt of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Wyoming's large wooden dwelling house is representative of the extensive rebuilding 
of ru ra l  Virginia t h a t  took place a f t e r  the Revolution. By the  end of t h e  18th century 
many Colonial houses were replaced with larger ,  be t te r -bui l t  s t ruc tu res  o r  were heavily 
remodeled, and many al together  new houses were b u i l t  t o  serve t h e  newly establ ished farms 
carved out  of the large o ld  plantations.  Architecturally the house maintains the 

/ tradit ional Virginia-Georgian f lavor  of e a r l i e r  decades, however it departs  from t h e  
Jnorm with its exceptionally generous proportions. Exterior dimensions and rooms s i z e s  

a re  a l l  considerably greater  than s imilar  Tidewater houses b u i l t  e i t h e r  before  o r  a f t e r  
the Revolution. Indeed, Wyoming may be the la rges t  house of its plan type (hal l -par lor ,  
center-passage) i n  Virginia. The house i s  fur ther  dist inguished by its elegant  de ta i l ing ,  
including i t s  ex ter ior  modillion cornice and i n t e r i o r  t r i m .  The paneled chimneypiece i n  
the main room, though somewhat provincial ,  i s  one of the m o s t  e laborate  of i ts type i n  the 
region. The house was b u i l t  around 1800 for  the  IIoomes family, l a rge  landowners i n  t h e  
western Tidewater. Wyoming i s  a corruption of the Delaware Indian Wrd,  f o r  "at" o r  "upon 
the plain."  Its choice as  the property's name may a r i s e  from i ts  s i te  or be an a l lu s ion  
t o  the Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania where a Revolutionary b a t t l e  was fought. 

John Hoomes of Caroline County bought the  Wyoming t r a c t  from Thomas R. Rootes i n  1796. 
Since Rootes l ived i n  Caroline County, it i s  unlikely t h a t  t h e  present  house was b u i l t  
during h i s  tenure, and the a rch i tec tura l  evidence suggests t h a t  it could n o t  have been 
erected any ea r l i e r .  John Hoomes is the apparent bui lder  of t h e  house, erected f o r  h i s  
son George W. Hoomes. The elder  Hoomes l ived a t  Bowling Green Farm (now known a s  Old 
Mansion: i n  Caroline County. Interest ingly,  when he b u i l t  Wyoming he chose t o  imi t a t e  
the modillion cornice and the  somewhat out-of-date clipped gables of h i s  own mid-18th- 
century brick house. 

George W. Hoomes died i n  1802 a t  the  age of 23, and the  property remained i n  h i s  
fa ther 's  ownership u n t i l  1804, when it was inherited by George Hoomes's minor son John 
Waller Hoomes. The younger HoOmeS died i n  1833, and the  property was so ld  s i x  years  l a t e r  
t o  D r .  Arthur Brockenbrough of Tappahannock, who sold it t o  a f a the r  and son, Thomas C. 
and Benjamin Day Nelson. A p l a t  made i n  1839 a t  the time of the s a l e  represents t h e  f i r s t  
a p p e a r a n ~ o f  the name Wyoming. The Nelsonsowned Wyoming u n t i l  1914 when t h e  Atkinson 
family, the current owners, purchased it. 








