‘ bor b VI i
Form No. 10-300 mwl\o.ﬂ\ bR 7’/@/7?; NEP- !i/_"w_‘,. 7%
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | --
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED.

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

I NAME

HISTORIC
* " ‘Bewdley
AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION 3.6 miles SSW of St. Stephens Church; 350" N of Mattaponi River;
STREET & NUMBER 1.3 miles SW of southern intersection of State Routes 633 and 634;

! ttaponi River.
700" NW of confluence of Georges Swamp %E&o%%ﬁ bapont B

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
ek . St. Stephens Church x VICINGTY OF : First (Paul S. Trible, Jr.)
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Virginia 51 King and Queen 097
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP g STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC ~_0CCUPIED X AGRICULTURE  __MUSEUM
£ BUILDING(S) ~_PRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—_STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  PRIVATE RESIDENCE
. —SITE : PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIQUS
., —OBJECT —IN PROCESS : —VYES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT .~ --SCIENTIFIC
—_BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
£ wo __MILITARY __OTHER:

OWNER OF PROPERTY

_ i) |
e Wth /27/£ ' ﬂ’Z’@ﬁ f,//% 43 :5/3/52/4/

CITY. TOWN STATE
Walkerton - VICINITY OF Virginia 23177

ALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

STREET & NUMBER

King & Queen County Courthouse

STAREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
King & Queen Court House Virginia 23177
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS () (See Continuation Sheet #1)

TITLE

(1) Historic American Buildings Suxvey Inventory
DATE :

1958 X FEDERAL __STATE __COUNTY _LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS  [ijbrary of Congress
CITY, TOWN STATE

Washington D. C.




" & DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE-
X X
—_EXCELLENT ~DETERIORATED X unaLTERED -ORIGINAL SITE
—G0ooD —RUINS - —ALTERED —MOVED DATE ...
—FAIR ~UNEXPOSED ‘

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Set in rural King and Queen County on the banks of the Mattaponi River, Bewdley
1s a large, two-story, L-shaped plantation house built in the third quarter of the 18th
century. It is constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond with random glazing and is
further embellished with a beveled water table, a three-course belt course, and rubbed
and gauged segmental window heads. The windows are glazed with modern 6/6 sash and have
reproduction Federal-type, recessed-panel shutters. An early l9th-century pedimented
dwarf portico supported on four Tuscan columns shelters the main entrance. The whole is
crowned by a hipped roof embellished with a 20th-century modillion cornice.

The plan of Bewdley consists of a single-pile main block having two rooms separated
by a wide central passage, with another passage and a smaller chamber in the ell. This
arrangement resembles that of several other large houses built on the Middle Peninsula
and the Northern Neck of Virginia from the third quarter of the 18th century through the
early 19th century. Partitions in the main block are brick, while those in the ell are
framed. -

Little 18th-century trim survives in Bewdley, but this is because the original
owner was caught in a financial scandal, and the house was apparently left unfinished
for half a century after its erection. The largest (east) parlor contains a reproduc-
tion Federal mantel and Greek Revival trim on the windows and doors. No other decoration
is present here.

The early 19th-century, open-string stair in the main passage is very plain with &
square capped newel, round railing, and two rectangular balusters to a tread. It covers
a pedestal chair rail, and no evidence of an earlier stair is discernible. Consequently,
it seems likely that 18th-century work on the house was halted before a stair was ever
installed here. :

The dining (southwest) room contains another reproduction mantel, but wuch early
decoration remains. This decoration includes Federal recessed-panel trim and doors and an
18th-century symmetrical chair rail, ‘

In the rear passage is an original closed-string stair with a square newel, slender
turned balusters, and a molded rail, 2ll on a very diminutive scale characteristic of
other large Tidewater houses of the 1760s and 1770s. Though clearly intended as a
secondary stair, it was for many years the only access to the second floor. An early
19th-century, double-beaded chair board and a similar pegboard also survive here.

The north chamber has early l19th-century flush wainscoting with a pedestal cap and
features a reproduction mantel. Closets flank the chimney breast; that on the west (left)
retains its original shelves,

No early outbuildings survive, though there is a late 19th- or early 20th-century
frame barn north of the house. '

The register boundaries for Bewdley have been drawn so as to include a sufficiently
large portion of the open field north of the house to account for the possible archaeo-
logical remains of early plantation farm structures. For the most part, the bounds follow
natural tree and water lines.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION .
Beginning at a point on N bank of Mattaponi River, 1100' W of confluence of Georges

Swamp and said river; thence extending approximately 500' NNW to tree line; then
following tree line 400' Mé; thence extending approximately 1000' N; thence extending
approximately 1250' E to W side of Georges Swamp; thence following along W side of said
swamp (creek) to confluence with river; thence extending W along N bank of said river to
point of origin. : ; : e '»
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ = . STATE X _ , LOCAL ___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Histaric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-6851. |
hereby nominate this property for inclusign in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and progedijes set forth by atigpal Park Service.
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Tucker Hill, Executive Director | :
Virginia Hi;toric_- Landmarks Commission PATE JUL 1 8 1978
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