
Exce l l en t  Good U Fair 0 Dotorioroted Rvinr  U Unoxpesod 
CONDITION -- 

(Check One) (Chock One) 

a Altered Unoltarod n Moved Orieinol Silo 
DESCRIBE THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( if  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  C r 

B. Condition the  fabr ic :  House i s  i n  good s t a t e  of preservi t io  F 
with few l a t e r  a l t e r a t i ons .  

I 
t 

I. General Statement: 
A. Archi tectural  character:  Holly H i l l  i s  an a r ch i t ec tu ra l l y  

conservative ea r ly  nineteenth century country house i n  the  Virginia Georgian 
s t y l e .  

i 
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111. Description of the  In te r io r :  

A .  Floor plan: Holly H i l l  has a t r ad i t i ona l  cen te r  h a l l  s ingle  
p i l e  plan with an e l l  on the  rear .  The e l l  i s  a l so  s ingle  p i l e  with a side 
h a l l  next t o  the main block and two rooms. 

B. Stairway: The two-run, open s t r i n g  s t a i r  i n  the  main ha l l  has 

ba lus te rs ,  and a simple square newel. The two-run s t a i r  i n  t he  s ide  ha l l  0 
a paneled spandrel, ornamental brackets with a quarter-fan motif ,  

I 

11. Description of the  Exterior:  
A. Overall dimensions: The five-bay s t ruc tu re  i s  two-bays deep an, 

has a four-bay e l l  on the  rear .  The house i s  two s t o r i e s h i g h .  . . 
B. Foundations: Brick. 
C.  Wall construction: The br ick  walls  a re  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on 

the  north facade, e a s t  end, west s ide  and south end of the  e l l .  The south 
s ide  of the'main block and the  ea s t  s ide  of the  e l l  a re  l a i d  p a r t i a l l y  i n  
three-course American bond and i n  five-course American bond on the  second 
s to ry .  A s ing l e  course b e l t  course occurs where the  water t ab le  might be 
expected. Below t h i s  course, the  br ick i s  l a i d  i n  three-course American 
bond. Another s i ng l e  course b e l t  course i s  employed between the  f i r s t  and 
second f l oo r  on the nor th  and west s ides .  Queen closers a r e  used i r regularpr  
a t  the  s a l i e n t  corners and openings. 

D. Porches: The north entrance i s  approached by a f l i g h t  of stone 
s teps  with an i ron balustrade.  The west entrance i s  shel tered by a one-bay 
gable-roof porch supported by turned posts and with a wooden balustrade,  a 
briclc foundation, and wooden s teps .  A s imilar  porch has been screened a t  the 
south end of the e l l .  A two-bay screened porch is a t  the  south entrance of 
the  main block. 

E. ' Chimneys: Two interior-end ehimneys with corbeled caps are a t  
each end of the  facade, and an i n t e r i o r  chimney serves the wing. 

F. Openings: 
, l .  Doorways and doors: The nor th  entrance employs a plastered 

f l a t  arch over the doorway. Simple molded trim surrounds the three-panel 
double doors and ten- l ight  transom. The south doorway i s  s imi la r .  The 
remaining doorways have smaller  transoms, s imi la r  archi t rave trim and s ix-  
panel doors. 

2. Windows: The windows have a simple archi t rave trim with a 
  lain s i l l .  A t  one time they were hung with shu t t e r s ,  the p in t l e s  fo r  which 
remain. The lower windbws have nine-over-nine sash,  the  upper - - six-over- 
nine. 

G. Roof: The hip  roof i s  surrounded by a modill ion cornice. 

the e i l  i s  simple decoratively and has a s imilar  balustrade t o  the  pemier  
s t a i r .  

C. Wall and ce i l i ng  f in i sh :  Plas ter  walks are e i t he r  painted o r  
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D. Doorways and doors:  Archi t rave  t r i m  surrounds r a i s e d  s i x -  
paneled doors .  Cross bars  s ecu re  t h e  two s e t s  of  double e x t e r i o r  h a l l  doors.  

E .  Trim: The a r c h i t r a v e  t r im surrounding t h e  windows matches t h a t  
of  t h e  doors .  The windorvs have deep f l u t e d  r evea l s - -  an unusual f e a t u r e .  
Much of the  i n t e r i o r  t r k n  was o r i g i n a l l y  marbcl ized,  bu t  t h i s ,  f o r  the  most p a r t ,  
has been removed. The molded co rn ice  i n  the  west room of t h e  main block i s  a 
l a t e r  add i t ion .  Most of t h e  rooms have a  molded c h a i r  r a i l .  

F .  Heating: Although c e n t r a l  hea t ing  is p r e s e n t l y  employed, wamtn  
o r i g i n a l l y  was provided by a  f i r e p l a c e  i n  every room. The mantels  i n  t h e s e  roons 
have wide she lves  wi th  molding, and f r i e z e  and p i l a s t e r s  employing v e r t i c a l ,  
h o r i z o n t a l  and/or d iagonal  reeding.  

' I V .  S i t e :  
A.  General S e t t i n g :  Holly H i l l  i s  loca ted  high on a  h i l l  above the  

Mattaponi River  j u s t  ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  from Ayle t t .  The house f aces  e a s t  and 
is approached by a  l ane  ac ross  t h e  f i e l d s .  Surrounding t h e  house a r e  
n a t u r a l i s t i c  grounds made up of pecan, h o l l y  and numerous o t h e r  v a r i e t i e s  of  
t r e e s  and shrubbery.  

B. Outbuildings:  The p resen t  ou tbu i ld ings  a r e  l a r g e l y  farm 
bu i ld ings  loca ted  e a s t  of t h e  house. 
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i SIGNIFICANCE 

1 PERIOD [Check One or More ee Appioprrotej 

Pis-Columbsan: 0 16th Century a 18th Century 20th Csntvry 

15th C e n t v r y  17th Century  19th Cantury 

SPECIF IC  D A T E ( 5 )  ( I lApp l i cnb ls  endKnolunJ 

A R S A S  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (ChBCkOne O r M o r s a s  AppropnaleJ 

Pis-Columbian: 0 16th Century a 18th Century 20th Csntvry 

15th C e n t v r y  17th Century  19th Cantury 

SPECIF IC  D A T E ( 5 )  ( I lApp l i cnb ls  endKno~unJ 

A R E A S  OF  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Checkone or M o r s a s  ~ p p , o p r i a t ~ ~  

Aboriginal Education Pol i t ical  Urban Planning 
0 P.shi.toric 0 Enginc.,in9 0 Roiigion/Phi. Ofhar (spaclfy) 

Historic 0 Industry 
lor.phY 

0 Apr icv l tu r~  Invention [3 science a Architecture Land.cope n Sculpture 
0 A r t  Architecture So~,al/Humon- 

n Cornmer~e Literature itaria,, 
j? Comrnunicotionr Mil itory 0 Theater 
0 Conservotion 0 Music n Tronrportation 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Holly H i l l  i s  a  d i g n i f i e d  Georgian s t y l e  Tidewater count ry  house I 
e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century .  The handsomely proport ioned 
s t r u c t u r e  symbolizes t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  conservat ism o f  e a s t e r n  Virg in ia ,  a  
phenomenon r e s u l t i n g  from a t r a d i t i o n - o r i e n t e d  way of l i f e .  With i t s  f i n e  
brickwork, hipped r o o f ,  mod i l l i on  co rn ice ,  and b e l t  course  Holly H i l l  could 
e a s i l y  be mistaken f o r  a  p l a n t a t i o n  house b u i l t  s e v e r a l  decades e a r l i e r .  
The house i s  i n  a  f i n e  s t a t e  of  p re se rva t ion ,  and has been l i t t l e  changed 
s i n c e  e rec t ed .  Some of i ts  i n t e r i o r  woodwork deserves p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  
inc luding  t h e  reeded mante ls ,  s t a i r  b racke t s  w i t h  f a n  carving,  and t h e  
unusual f l u t e d  window jambs and s o f f i t s .  

The t r a c t  on which Holly H i l l  i s  loca ted  was patented by Captain 
George Morris and John Pigge about 1662. I n  1680-81 it came i n t o  t h e  
possession of  Joseph Ring, Clerk of t h e  York County Court,  whose two 
daughters l a t e r  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  land.  I n  1726 Robert "King" Car t e r  
purchased t h e  t r a c t ,  t h e n  c a l l e d  Ring's Neck, from Joseph Ring's h e i r s .  
One of Ring's daughters  was married t o  Benjamin Robinson, and one of h i s  
granddaughters ,  E l i zabe th  Wormeley, was subsequently married t o  Robert 
"King" C a r t e r ' s  son ,  Landon Car t e r .  

Moore Faunt le roy  i n  1784 bought Ring's Neck and i n  1794 l e f t  it t o  
h i s  son, Samuel G r i f f i n  Fauntleroy.  The present  house w a s  b u i l t  by t h e  
younger Faunt le roy  probably i n  t h e  second decade of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century  
and c e r t a i n l y  before  t h e  t a x  r e -appra i sa l  of 1822. By 1815 t h e  name of t h e  
p rope r ty  had been changed t o  Holly H i l l .  

! Hol ly  H i l l  remained i n  t h e  Fauntleroy fami ly ,  surv iv ing  t h e  
I 
! v i c i s s i t u d e s  of t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  which included a sk i rmish  wi th  

Dahlgren's men near  t h e  house, u n t i l  t h e  middle of the  twen t i e th  century .  I i n  1946 General Edwin Cox purchased t h e  house and surrounding land from 
t h e  h e i r s  of Mary Peachy (Fauntleroy)  Faunt le roy  ( i . e . ,  Mrs. Virg in ius  / Faunt le roy)  who had died i n  1910. General Cox now mainta ins  Holly H i l l  a s  

i h i s  res idence  and as  a  working farm. ! 
t 






