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Mattaponi Church stands surrounded by a churchyard in a clearing
on the west side of Route 14 about six miles north of King and Queen Court
House. The cruciform (Latin) building is covered by a gable roof, and has
maximum dimensions of 84'6" X 64', The walls are laid in Flemish bond with
glazed headers employed both above and below the bevelled water table.
Rubbed brick suggests quoins at the salient cormers and marks the jambs and
rounded arches of the windows; rubbed and gauged brick is employed in the
south, west and north doorways. Queen closers are employed at the window
jambs and above and below the water table at the salient corners. The walls
have been repointed in places, and a new cellar door has been added in the
chancel wall, There are two windows on each side of the nave, one on each -
side of each transept, and two in the cast end of the original chancel
transept. All of these windows have rounded arches and concrete sills.

The sashes are not original and the windows appear to have been lowered one
or two courses at the sills. The three doors all have classical molded
brick pediments, The west doorway employs a segmental-arched pediment
including a raked cornice with a cyma reversa, a fascia, and a cyma reversa,
a4 horizontal cornice with two cyma reversas separated by a fascia, all sur-
mountlng a rounded arch with pilasters, raised jambs and brlck pedestals.
The north and south doorways have triangular pediments with raked cornices,
%ach including a cavetto (replacements), and two cyma reversas separated by
fascia, and a horizontal cornice of a pair of cyma reversas separated by
fascia surmounting a flat arch of gauged brick and raised jambs of rubbed
ﬁrick. Modern chimneys rise from the corners on either side of the north
transept. The name, David Mlnetree, is incised into the brick above the
west door, and "Thomas Hogg'' above the northern window in the chancel wall.

The t-shaped interior has a raised pulpit in front of tablets from

the original interior in the middle of the east wall. The original chancel,
blocked off and converted into Sunday School rooms, is entered frow a door
qn either side of the tablets behind the pulpit. A partition in the west
end forms a vestibule; a gallery with a steeply pitched floor rises above
this. There is a gallery which is glassed in and used for a Sunday School

oom in the end of each transept. The ceiling has twentieth century tongue-|

1Fd groove paneling with a simple cornice, and the walls are plastered and
inscoted with tongue-and-groove board. The church's interior appearance .
dates from the renovations of 1922 when flre gutted the structure and 1eft '
only the exterior walls standing,

G.H.

RPN ke e e vy s L C L e e i e

Fe

335§

'_éNOIl.DﬂHlSNl



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

FF SIGNIFICANCE  © . &

PERIOD (Check Ono or More as Appropriate) : ) .
3 Pre-Columbian| {7} 16th Century X1 18th Century _' ] 20th Century
7] 15th Century [0 17th Century ) [0 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATES) (If Appiicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE {Check One or Mare as Appropriate)

Abor iginal ' : {1 Educotion - [O3 Pelitical C {:] Urkan Planning
‘ O Prehistoric a [ Engineering @-Religion/l’hi. ) C] Other (.Spe'cHy)'
1 O Historic [ Industry losophy . ‘
| [ Agriculture {0 Invention " [ Science
i K1 Architecture . [} Londscope - O Seculpture
! ] Art ' . Architecture . " [ Seciol/Human-
i ] Commerce O Literature itorian

[0 Communications [ Military {1 Theoter

[ Conservation 0] Music Ol Transporlulioo .

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mattaponi Church was originally designated Lower Church, St. Stephen ]
~Parish, which was formed from Stratton Major Parish around 1674. The _
church takes its present name, in use since the early nineteenth century,
from the near-by Mattaponi River. This is the second church on the site,
and although its exact date is not known,two periods of construction,
1730-34 and circa 1755, have been advanced. - :
The church was abandoned after the Revolution and the resulting o
Disestablishment. = In 1803 the building was taken over by the Baptists, | . . °
and has been used by them from that time to the present. In 1922 the
interior was gutted by fire, but the church was immediately restored to S
use. : I
In addition to the four original tablets of the Creed, Lord's Prayer N
and the Decalogue, the church owns a Bible inscribed 1753 on the flyleaf.
Three colonial graves marked by flat stones dated 1708, 1736 and 1748 lie
near the church. These graves include members of Carter Braxton's family.
Mattaponi Church is recognized as an excellent example of the
cruciform type of Virginia colonial ecclesiastical architecture. The fine
glazed Flemish bond brickwork, and the molded brick doorways are notable
and in a good state of preservation.' '

G.H,
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