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Mattaponi Church s t ands  surrounded by a churchyard i n  a c l e a r i n g  
on the  west  s i d e  of  Route 14 about  s i x  miles  n o r t h  of  King and Queen Court 
House. The cruc i form (Lat in)  bu i ld ing  i s  covered by a gable  roo f ,  and has  
maximum dimensions of  84 '6" X 64 ' .  The w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  
glazed headers employed both above and below t h e  bevel led  water  t a b l e .  
Rubbed b r i ck  s u g g e s s q u o i n s  a t  t h e  s a l i e n t  co rne r s  and marlathe jambs and 
rounded a rches  of  t h e  windows; rubbed and gauged b r i c k  is  employed i n  the  
sou th ,  west and n o r t h  doorways. Queen c l o s e r s  a r e  employed a t  t h e  window 
jambs and above and below the  wa te r  t a b l e  a t  t h e  s a l i e n t  corners .  The wa l l s  
have bcen repointcd i n  p laces ,  and a new c e l l a r  door has been added i n  t h e  
cl ln~iccl  wall .  Thcrc a r e  two windows on cach s i d e  of  t h e  nave, onc on each 
s i d e  o i  each t r a n s c p l ,  and two i n  thc  c o s t  end of tlic o r i g i n a l  chancel  
Lronscpt. A l l  of thcse  windows have roundcd a rches  and conc rc t c  s i l l s .  
The sashcs  a r e  n o t  o r i g i n a l  and t h e  windows appear  t o  have been lowered one 
o r  two courses a t  t h e  s i l l s .  The t h r e e  doors  a l l  have c l a s s i c a l  molded 
b r i c k  pediments. The west doorway employs a segmental-arched pediment 
inc luding  a raked co rn ice  wi th  a cyma reve r sa ,  a f a s c i a ,  and a cyma reve r sa ,  
A h o r i z o n t a l  co rn ice  wi th  two cyma reve r sas  sepa ra t ed  by a f a s c i a ,  a l l  su r -  
rpounting a rounded a r c h  wi th  p i l a s t e r s ,  r a i s e d  jambs and b r i c k  p e d e s t a l s .  
The n o r t h  and south  doorways have t r i a n g u l a r  pediments wi th  raked c o r n i c e s ,  
each inc lud ing  a c a v e t t o  (replacements) ,  and two cyma r e v e r s a s  sepa ra t ed  by 

f a s c i a ,  and a h o r i z o n t a l  co rn ice  of  a p a i r  of  cyma reve r sas  sepa ra t ed  by 
surmounting a f l a t  a r c h  of  gauged b r i c k  and r a i s e d  jambs of rubbed 

d r i c k .  Modern chimneys r i s e  from t h e  co rne r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  no r th  
t r a n s e p t .  The name, David Minetree, i s  i n c i s e d  i n t o  t h e  b r i c k  above the  
west door ,  and "Thomas Hogg" above t h e  no r the rn  window i n  t h e  chancel  wa l l .  

The t-shaped i n t e r i o r  has a r a i s e d  p u l p i t  i n  f r o n t  of t a b l e t s  from 
the  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  i n  t h e  middle of  t h e  e a s t  wa l l .  The o r i g i n a l  chancel ,  
blocked o i f  and converted i n t o  Sunday School rooms, i s  en te red  from a door 
?n e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  t a b l e t s  behind t h e  p u l p i t .  A p a r t i t i o n  i n  t h e  west  
qnd forms a v e s t i b u l e ;  a g a l l e r y  wi th  a s t e e p l y  p i tched  f l o o r  rises above 

There i s  a g a l l e r y  which i s  g lassed  i n  and used f o r  a Sunday School 
jh:6.in t h e  end of  each t r a n s e p t .  The c e i l i n g  has twen t i e th  cen tu ry  rongue- 

nd-groove panel ing  wi th  a simple co rn ice ,  and t h e  w a l l s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  and 1 w inscoted  w i t h  tongue-and-groove board. The church 's  i n t e r i o r  appearance 
d l t e s  from t h e  renovat ions  o f  1922 when f i r e  gu t t ed  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and l e f t  

l y  t h e  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  s tanding .  

v, 

rn 
m 

- 
2 

v, 

--I 

c 
n 
I - 
0 

Z 

v, 



. S I G N I F I C A N C E  t 
PERIOD (check Ono or Mora a. Approprlete) 

Prs-Columbian I 16th Century 18th Centvry 20th Csnrury 

151h Century 17th Csntvry 19th Century 

S P E C ,  F I C  D A T E I S )  ( I 1  Applicable and Known) 

A R E A S  OF SIGN, F~CINCE (Check One  or Mare es Approprlale) 

Aboriginal Education Po l i t i ca l  Urban Planning 

Prehisto,ic Engineering &. Rsiigion/Phi.  Other (Spaclly). 

Historic Industry losophy 

Agriculture Invention Ssionce 

a Arshitesture Londssope Sculpture 

Art A ~ ~ h i l e ~ t u r e  Sociol/Humon. 

Commsrc. Lileroture itorion 

0 Communications Mi l i tary  [7 Theotar 

Conservotion Music Transportation 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Mattaponi Church was or ig ina l ly  designated Lower Church, St. Stephen's 
Parish,  which was formed from St ra t ton  Major Parish around 1674. The 
church takes i ts  present name, i n  use s ince the ea r ly  nineteenth century, 
from the near-by Mattaponi River. This is the second church on the s i t e ,  
and although i ts  exact date is not known, two periods of construction,  
1730-34 and circa 1755, have been advanced. 

The church was abandoned a f t e r  the Revolution and the resu l t ing  
Disestablishment. In  1803 the building was taken over by the Baptists ,  
and has been used by them from tha t  time t o  the present. I n  1922 the 
i n t e r i o r  was gutted by f i r e ,  but the church was immediately restored to  
use. 

I n  addi t ion to  the four or ig ina l  t ab l e t s  of the Creed, Lord's Prayer 
and the Decalogue, the church owns a Bible inscribed 1753 on the f ly leaf .  
Three colonial  graves marked by f l a t  stones dated 1708, 1736 and 1748 l i e  
near the church. These graves include members of Carter Braxton's family. 

Mattaponi Church i s  recognized a s  an excel lent  example of the 
cruciform type of Virginia colonial  ecc l e s i a s t i ca l  a rch i tec ture .  The fin6 
glazed Flemish bond brickwork, and the molded br ick doorways a r e  notable 
and i n  a good state of preservation. 
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