
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated -unaltered 2 original site 
X good -ruins X altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

- 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical, appearance 

Located i n  King and Queen County, approximately fo r ty - f ive  mi les  nor theas t  of Rich- 
mond, Newtown i s  a small ,  mid-19th-century crossroads se t t lement  containing approximately 
t e n  dwellings and an equal number of outbuildings.  The l i n e a r  town marks t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
of S t a t e  Route 721 (running east /west)  and S t a t e  Route 625 (running north/south) .  The 
d i s t r i c t  boundaries were drawn t o  include a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  wi th in  t h e  town. 

A s  land use wi th in  Newtown is  prfmar i ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  land dens i ty  is  very low. 
Topographically, t h e  area  i s  f l a t  b u t  rises s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e  southwest. Buildings a r e  
located on l a r g e  l o t s  and tend t o  c l u s t e r  near t h e  s t r e e t ,  f ron t ing  o r  s i d i n g  l a r g e  f i e l d s  
of p lanted  crops. Because these  farmlands and open spaces a r e  v i t a l  t o  t h e  r u r a l  charac ter  
of Newtown, they have been included wi th in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  boundaries. 

Most dwellings l i n e  t h e  nor th  s i d e  of  Route 721, west of Route 625. Accenting t h e  
cen te r  of  town a r e  a frame grocery s t o r e  (19221, located  on t h e  northwest corner of routes  
721 and 625, and a c inder  block, one-story f i r e  s t a t i o n  (ca. 1970) located  on t h e  nor theas t  
corner. 

A l l  res idences  a r e  detached, single-family farmhouses of frame const ruct ion  and range 
from 14  t o  2 s t o r i e s  i n  he ight .  Each possesses a gable roof and, with minor exceptions, 
da tes  from t h e  19th  century.  A unique f e a t u r e  t o  many houses along Route 721 i s  t h e i r  
placement on r a i s e d  b r i c k  basements (see inventory numbers 1, 9,  13, and 1 8 ) .  

A small  family cemetery da t ing  from t h e  second q u a r t e r  of t h e  19th century i s  located  
j u s t  e a s t  of bui ld ing 18 ( e a s t  of t h e  southeas t  corner of rou tes  721 and 625). Grave 
markers range from simple, undecorated s tones  t o  a l a t e  19th-century obe l i sk .  The cemetery, 
located  i n  t h e  cen te r  of a p lanted  f i e l d ,  is se t  o f f  by a low chain-link fence. 

A s  a whole, Newtown r e t a i n s  much of i t s  l a t e  19th- and e a r l y  20th-century charac ter .  
With t h e  exception of t h e  f i rehouse  and severa l  outbui ld ings ,  s t r u c t u r e s  wi th in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
da te  p r i o r  t o  1925. Most dwell ings reveal  only minor e x t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n s .  

(See Continuation Sheet # 5  f o r  Inventory) 

BNZ 



8. Significance I 
Period 

prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
2 1700-1799 
-x. i 800-1 ass 
2 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion I 
- archeology-historic - conservatlon - law - scknce I 

-agriculture ~ e c o n o r n l c s  - llterature -sculpture 
2 architecture -education X military - sociali 
- art - engineering -music humanitarian 
-commerce 2 explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politicslgovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention other (specify) 

Specific dates N/A BuilderIArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Newtown o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  co lon ia l  period a s  a crossroads se t t lement  on t h e  
Great Pos t  Road t h a t  ran  from Williamsburg t o  Philadelphia.  I t s  nucleus was a pre- 
Revolutionary s t o r e  and ordinary kept  by Captain John Richards, an  e a r l y  s e t t l e r  of upper 
King and Queen County whose neighboring p l a n t a t i o n ,  Newtown, gave t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s  name. 
During t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of t h e  19th century,  Newtown prospered a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  p o s t  v i l l a g e  
i n  antebellum King and Queen County, support ing a long succession of  p r i v a t e  academies and 
schools. The scene of severa l  important movements by both Northern and Southern t roops  
i n  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  v i l l a g e  witnessed, i n  e a r l y  June 1863, t h e  l a s t  t a c t i c a l  a c t i o n  of 
Confederate General George P i c k e t t ' s  d iv i s ion  before  it began i t s  long march t o  Gettysburg. 
Today Newtown survives  i n  a predominantly r u r a l  s e t t i n g  as an  example of a Tidewater cross- 
roads r e t a i n i n g  its 19th-century f l avor .  The town c o n s i s t s  of t e n  dwellings and a near ly  
equal number of outbui ld ings .  The a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  Newtown's e a r l y  years  i s  represented by 
the  following h i s t o r i c  s t ruc tu res :  The H i l l ,  b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  18th century;  t h e  Lee 
Boulware House, b u i l t  ca.  1823; t h e  Richardson Lumpkin House, b u i l t  ca. 1839; the  Samuel 
S. Gresham House, b u i l t  ca .  1845; and Walton's Academy, b u i l t  ca.  1854. 

' ..,, . :.. . :,.. ., . . . .  L . . :  . . . 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

. .  . , ... . . . . ., . .. 
On t h e  eve of English coloniza t ion ,  Newtown was an Indian t r a i l  junction s i t u a t e d  

two mi les  nor th  of t h e  Mattaponi River i n  t h e  cen te r  of t h e  land mass which dominates t h e  
northwestern s e c t i o n  of King and Queen County. The Chiskiack T r a i l ,  following the  r idges  
from t h e  York River, crossed the re ,  while o the r  t r a i l s  l e d  nor theas t  and northwest. Colonial 
roads genera l ly  followed t h e  Indian paths,and t h e  Great Pos t  Road, o r  King's Highway, passed 
through Newtown when t h e  co lon ia l  p o s t  was es tabl i shed.  By t h e  l a t e  co lon ia l  per iod ,  t h e  
junction had become known t o  t r a v e l e r s  as t h e  Great Cross ~ 0 a d s . l  

An advertisement i n  t h e  Virgin ia  Gazette of  August 10, 1769, shows how Newtown re -  
ceived i t s  name: "FOR SALE Newtown, a P lan ta t ion  i n  t h e  upper end of King and Queen 
upon t h e  Great Cross Roads, formerly a s t o r e  and ordinary  kept  by Capt. John Richards. 
I t  c o n s i s t s  of very good houses and 163 a c r e s  of land and seems well  s i t u a t e d  f o r  an 
ordinary. .  ."2 The purchaser of t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  may have been James Gardner; t e n  years  
l a t e r  the  tavern  was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  a s o l d i e r ' s  d ia ry  a s  "Gardner's Tavern a t  N e ~ t o w n . " ~  

Several prominent Tidewater e s t a t e s  stood near t h e  se t t lement  i n  t h i s  e a r l y  period:  
Beverly Park, t h e  home of Robert Beverly, a co lon ia l  l eader  and Vi rg in ia ' s  f i r s t  nat ive-  
born h i s t o r i a n ;  Spring Farm, t h e  home of Captain James Pendleton of t h e  Continental  Army 
and Governor of Virgin ia ;  and Dewsville, t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  of Thomas R. Dew, noted author and 
t h i r t e e n t h  p res iden t  of t h e  College of William and Mary. 

A number of men prominent i n  t h e  b e r i c a n  Revolution came from t h e  Newtown neighbor- 
hood. James Innes, son of t h e  r e c t o r  of Newtown's Park Church (abandoned i n  1801 and no 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 


















