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E S c R l e S  T H F . , P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G l N A L  ( I I h o w n )  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Located a t  the  end of a mile- long a x i a l  avenue, the  Bel le  I s l e  res idence  
i s  a two-story b r i c k  house w i t h  one-story wings. The three-bay middle 
and e a r l i e s t  p o r t i o n  of the  house has  w a l l s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond and 
f e a t u r e s  a beveled water  t a b l e ,  a narrow b e l t  course ,  and segmental window 
and door a rches .  The hipped roof i s  p ierced  by two t a l l  i n t e r i o r  end 
chimneys, and is  surrounded a t  i t s  base  by the  o r i g i n a l  modi l l ion  corn ice .  
Although the  wings were b u i l t  some f o r t y  yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  c e n t e r  of  the  
house, t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  match t h e  e a r l i e r  ones. Both f r o n t s  
of the  house were given one-story tuscan  por t i coes  i n  the  n ine teen th  
cen tu ry ;  however, the  e a s t  one has been removed. On t h e  i n t e r i o r  t h e  
house has an i r r e g u l a r  p lan  which has been a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  wings. Except 
f o r  t h e  sa sh ,  a l l  of the  woodwork on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  d a t e s  from 1941, t h e  
o r i g i n a l  having ,been  removed a n d , i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  Winter thur  Museum a t  
Wilmington,:Delaware.:cOn t h e  second f l o o r  t h e  simple oados, panel.ed 
chimney p i e c e s ,  and window t r i m  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms a r e  o r i g i n a l .  

On t h e  e a s t  o r  land f r o n t  o f  the house a fo recour t  has  been c rea t ed  by the  
presence of two o r i g i n a l  one-story b r i c k  dependencies s e t  perpendicular ly t o  
the  facade  o f  the  house. Both dependencies f e a t u r e  c l ipped  gable  roo f s .  
S t re tched  before  the  r i v e r  f r o n t  of  t h e  house a r e  handsome gardens l a i d  
o u t  on t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  t e r r a c e s .  The head o f  a c reek  at: the end of  the  
gardens was once incorpora ted  a s  a des ign  element ,  bu t  i t  has  s i n c e  s i l t e d  
up. Located elsewhere on t h e  farm a r e  a n  e a r l y  o v e r s e e r ' s  house and a 
c o l o n i a l  s t y l e  frame house designed by the  l a t e  Thomas T. Waterman f o r  t h e  
bro ther - in- law o f  t h e  p resen t  owner o f  Be l l e  I s l e .  
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S T A T E M E N T  OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  

I t  i s  bel ieved t h a t  t h e  c e n t e r  
was b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  1759 by William 
who acqui red  the Be l l e  I s l e  t r a c t  i n  1692. ' I n  William ~ e r t r a n d ' sw i l l  of  
1759, the  rooms mentioned confOrm 
house. Upon Ber t r and ' s  dea th ,  
Thomas Bertrand G r i f f i n .  The 
1786 t o  Rawleigh William Downman. I t  i s  probable t h a t  Downman added the  
one-story wings t o  the  house around 1790, and remodelled the  pa r lo r .  The 
Downman family owned Be l l e  I s l e  f o r  s e v e r a l  genera t ions  and made i t  a 
noted c e n t e r  of h o s p i t a l i t y .  I n  1918, B e l l e  I s l e  was aqui red  by t h e  Somer 
fami ly ,  who i n  1922 s t r i p p e d  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of  t h e  house of  i t s  f i n e  
paneled woodwork. The woodwork was l a t e r  purchased by a n  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  
Henry Francis  Du Pont Winter thur  Museum i n  Wilmington, Delaware. I n  1940, 
Be l l e  I s l e  was bought by t h e  p resen t  owners, who commissioned the  l a t e  
Thomas T. Waterman t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  house and des ign  a p p r o p r i a t e  woodwork t o '  
r ep lace '  t h a t  which'had been removed. B e a u t i f u l l y  r e s t o r e d  and maintained, 
B e l l e  I s l e ,  w i t h  i t s  r e s idence ,  ou tbu i ld ings ,  t e r r aced  gardens and a x i a l  
avenue i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  example of  a small but  formal Tidewater p l a n t a t i o n  
complex. The res idence  i t s e l f  is a c l a s s i c  essay i n  Vi rg in i a  Georgian 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Puhlic L a w  

89.665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 
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I hereby certify that this  property is included in the 

National Register. 

in  the National Register and cerlify that i t  has been 

evaluated according to the criteria und procedures s e t  
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this norn~nationis: 

National State Local 
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