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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (/I known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at the end of a mile~long axial avenue, the Belle Isle residence
is a two-story brick house with one-story wings. The three-bay middle
and earliest portion of the house has walls laid in Flemish bond and
features a beveled water table, a narrow belt course, and segmental window
and door arches. The hipped roof is pierced by two tall interior end
chimneys, and is surrounded at its base by the original modillion cornice.
Although the wings were built some forty years after the center of the
house, their architectural details match the earlier ones. Both fronts
of the house were given one-story tuscan porticoes in the nineteenth
century; however, the east one has been removed. On the interior the
house has an irregular plan which has been altered in the wings. Except
for the sash, all of the woodwork on the first floor dates from 1941, the
original having been removed and,installed in the Winterthur Museum at
Wilmington, :Delaware.’ «On the second floor the simple dados, paneled
chimney pieces, and window trim in the principal rooms are original,

On the east or land front of the house a forecourt has been created by the
presence of two original one-story brick dependencies set perpendicularly to
the facade of the house. Both dependencies feature clipped gable roofs.
Stretched before the river front of the house are handsome gardens laid

out on their original terraces, The head of a creek at the end of the
gardens was once incorporated as a design element, but it has since silted
up. Located elsewhere on the farm are an early overseer's house and a
colonial style frame house designed by the late Thomas T. Waterman for the
brother-in-law of the present owner of Belle Isle.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

It is believed that the center or main portion of -the Belle Isle residence
was built prior to 1759 by William Bertrand, son of John Bertrand, a Huguen
who acquired the Belle Isle tract in 1692. 'In William Bertrand's will of
1759, the rooms mentioned conférm té the plan of the center of the present
house. Upon Bertrand's death, Belle Isle was inherited by his grandsen
Thomas Bertrand Griffin. The property was sold by the Griffin family in
1786 to Rawleigh William Downman. It is probable that Downman added the

- one-story wings to the house around 1790, and remodelled the parlor. The
Downman family owned Belle Isle for several generations and made it a
noted center of hospitality. In 1918, Belle Isle was aquired by the Somers
family, who in 1922 stripped the first floor of the house of its fine
paneled woodwork., The woodwork was later purchased by an installed in the
Henry Francis Du Pont Winterthur Museum in Wilmington, Delaware. In 1940,
Belle Isle was bought by the present owners, who commissioned the late
Thomas T. Waterman to restore the house and design appropriate woodwork to
replace that which had been removed, Beautifully restored and maintained,
Belle Isle, with its residence, outbuildings, terraced gardens and axial
avenue is an excellent example of a small but formal Tidewater plantation
complex. The residence itself is a classic essay in Virginia Georglan
architecture.
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