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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND 
I. STATE 2. IF  ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

Virginia  Theme Development of the English Colonies, 
3. OF 4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

Chr i s t  13 a c r e s  
5. EXACT LOCATION township, roads, dc.  on Shed) 

Three miles south of Kilmarnock on S t a t e  Highway 3 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER administrator from owner) 

Chr i s t  Va. 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what sift important and what remains art &ant) 

Combining i n  i ts f a b r i c  typ ica l  ea r ly  Georgian fea tu res  with severa l  which a r e  
unique, Chr is t  Church i s  one of the  very f i n e s t  and c e r t a i n l y  among t h e  bes t  pre-
served of co lon ia l  Virginia  churches. Aside from the  "elegant experiment" of its 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  design,  the  church i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  valuable f o r  the  i n t e g r i t y  of its 
i n t e r i o r  furnishings .  Few colonial  churches, e spec ia l ly  i n  t h e  South, have so nearly 
escaped t h e  ravages of war, na tura l  d i s a s t e r ,  and human "improvement. Without the 
necess i ty  of  extensive res to ra t ion ,  it stands a s  a superb example of i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  and period. 

John Car ter ,  founder of the  noted Virginia c lan ,  b u i l t  a church on t h i s  s i t e  i n  
1669. Eventually t h e  building became inadequate f o r  t h e  needs of its par i sh ioners ,  
and some a g i t a t i o n  arose t o  construct a new church at  some m o r e  convenient l o c a t i o n .  
To prevent t h i s ,  Robert Carter ,  John's son and t h e  leading Vi rg in ia  ent re-
preneur of h i s  generat ion,  b u i l t  the  present Chr is t  Church a t  h i s  own expense i n  1732. 
He d ied  soon a f t e r  its completion and is  buried i n  the  churchyard, i n  an e l a b o r a t e  
marble tomb beside h i s  two wives. The tomb of John Car te r  and h i s  several wives, for  

sake t h e  son b u i l t  the  church, is located  i n  the  chancel. 

His tor ian  Hugh Morrison, who characterized C h r i s t  Church a s  "a 
surpass ing example of design and workmanship, described t h e  bu i ld ing  a s  
fol lows 

The cruciform plan of t h e  church, with a nave only s l i g h t l y  longer 

than t h e  e q u i l a t e r a l  t r ansep t s  and chancel,  was not among Vi rg in ia  

Georgian churches, but the  a rch i t ec tu ra l  s t y l e ,  wi th  its 
 and sophis-

t i c a t e d  d e t a i l ,  was e n t i r e l y  exceptional.  The high wal ls  and s t e e p  roof 

g ive  t h e  church a more v e r t i c a l  character  than is usual ,  and t h e  r i c h  wood 

en tab la tu re  a t  t h e  eaves is  of unusual f ineness  and e labora t ion.  The t a l l  


d 
8. REFERENCES sources; rare works) 

Morrison, Ear ly  American Architecture From t h e  F i r s t  Colonial Set t lements  to 
t h e  National  Period (New 1952) ; Henry I. Brock, Colonial Churches i n  Vi rg in ia  
(Richmond, c. 1930). 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention and ax, 

H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey, 15 photographs, 1932-39. 

10.PHOTOGRAPHS* I I. CONDITION 12.PRESENT USE DATE OF VISIT 

ATTACHED: YES Good . Active church 
14. NAME OF, 15. TITLE 16. DATE 

Historian Sept .  

* D R Y  MOUNT ON AN OF FAIRLY AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER 
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*1nterior detai ls  match the exterior in  quality of d e s i p  and 
execution and are unique in their  completeness and excellent s ta te  
of preservation. High box pews, paneled dadoes, a tall pulpit With 
curved s t a i r ,  hexagonal sounding board with ogee dome and f i n i a l  , 
paneled gallery i n  the south transept, communion rail, a l t a r ,  and 
reredos are a l l  superb examples of craftamanship. Meat of the interior  
woodwork is in black walnut, contrast+ effeatively w&th the white 
plaster  walls, which rise t o  a curved vault. Aisles are paved with 
dark blocks of Purbeck marble, and the graaeful baptiWal font,  made 
of marble carved with acanthus leaves and cherubs' heads, was un- 
doubtedly imported from England .* 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on t h e  
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use a s  many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . 

I n  1958, the Poundatian for Historic Christ Church, Inc., was established t o  
carry out a long-term plan for  the restoration of the church and its surroundings. 
Ti t le  t o  the one-acre church t rac t ,  formerly held by Carter descendants, has been 
vested i n  the Parish, as well as twelve acres of surrounding land. Dr.  Frederick D 
Nichols, u t i l ie ing the results of historical ,  archeological and architectural re- 
search made since 1958, has prepared m overall restoration plan t o  guide future 
mrk.  The only major interior  change w i l l  be the addition of conduits for a i r -  
conditioning and heating, which w i l l  necessitate no important v is ible  alterations: 
the plant w i l l  be located in  a separate structure. In the summer of 1961 the 
Foundation began a fund-raising campaign t o  implement restoratt&n..plans. 

STATE 

Virginia 
NAME($) OFSITE 

Christ Bpiscopal Church, Lancaster County 

arched windows, with &:bed brick dressings and cut-stone sills, 
h p ~ ~ t s ,  an8 keystone%, are remarkably similar t o  the f ine s t a i r  
windows of Rosewell /Oloucester County seat of the Page family, 
since destmyedy, be-w six years ear l ier .  The two transept doors, 
with thei r  ~ o r ? c  pilasters and angular pediments, are executed With 
remarkable s k i l l  i n  molded and gauged bricks, with some stone trim, 
while the main entrance door a t  the w e s t  is more imposing Qi th  its 
arched luuette and high se nta l  pediment. A l l  three doors are 
made of walnut, finely pane 9 ed, and are preceded by stepping-stones 
of Portland stone, cut to a n s l l i p t i c a l  curve. The workmanship in 
brick masonry, woodwork, and 6tone trim is unrivaled in American 
architectnm ef thla period. The emall oval windows ouer the doors 
and especially the splayed'eaves of the r o d ,  ulmost reminiscent of 
a Chinsee pagoda, add a touch of playful grace to  an otherwise digni- 
f i ed  exterior. 



Cadbw%ag ia it8 fsVz-10 trphal early @mrgf$n features wit& 
s m s l  M me Uniw1 Qrist 6hW is me of t&e wy 
figc?steoerkninly Che best gmsemed of CaloaZEai Virg3sbb  
cbumkes. As%& fmn its extader effbitactws3 &B-, the chlpcb 
ie g o r t w *  vall&h fcrr tw lnteJpity O f  16s ixkudcw furpi&- 
at@. PBV tOlCQiSl c h ~ 6 ,  e s p a e w  in the gar*, *F? 80 
YkearU escqea tht ram@es af war, lwxml asesterc, * "-kt. " 

JcWCarte~, tomdez c B f h e s u r l ; e d V I r ~ ~ I  b a t &  churcbon 
thiseltein3669. E%xauellytbefbaildinPbPwllme~quertefar 
the rrseda d its -, BODE asgJtaMon arose to c~llstpu& 
a neu church sf wa@ more canwsicfnt locatian. m prevest %is, 
Rabert rting" Carttr, John's san a& the V2tgiaS.a exitrewe- 
GVlP d hl5 @swmbwmr b a t  tjha pIFeBent Clui6.t; Churoh d u s  cRm 

in 3732. He dfled eoari rrttw it$ c a m p l ~  aab is busied 
l n t h e ~ , ~ ~ 0 1 ~ ~ e ~ b s a i d o h J s h r o a i ~ .  
lbe tomb of Johp Csrecr aad U s  se@ wives, far vhosar sske the 
ecerbYIPttheohurch, 2 8 l o c ~ ~ ~ f a t h e c h e a * r p 3 .  

Irs m, tba Fomaetkx3 ZW Hlk3tar&c Christ Church, m*, vm 
s ~ t o t a r r y o r r t ~ L a n g - t o r m ~ t S ~ i ~ ~ f o r t b e  
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K Y l m p c n a c k m W ~ 3 ,  t h @ C k ~ i ~ c n r a s a b p ~ S t  
Q1- -, lhinmn, ' V Y r m .  



Lwotion: T k o  ailes south of Kilmarxmck on Btate 
w~ighrpay 3. 

0mwr.hipt Chricrt Church Pariah, Irvingtoa, Virginia. 

Oorbining i n  its fabric typical early 
meveral whiah ars W-, Chriat Church is 

one of t he  very t inest  aMs certainly putng the best premroed of 
coloni& Virginia ohurcbas. ~ i d e  tma the ' b l e g ~ n t  exp8risentw1 
oi it8 architectural design, t tm  church i8 particularly valuoble 
for ths integrity of its interior  furnishings. h w  wloniel  churchme, 
cr#&mtially in tbe BMlth, have mo o s u l y  era- the ravegsa of war. 
natural disutsr. .acl hlurn "impmma6nt." Without ths rleceesity 
of er tezuiw restoration, it standm u a superb example of its particu- 
lar uchi tectural  mtyle urQ prriod, 

Jobn carter, foun4er of the noted Virpinia claa, built  0 

churab on tMm okte 18 1889. Zvontlli.11~ the buildtag kruur, laode- 
quate tor tin owd. of it# pmri#hiolrr8, uwl .ae agitation UOH 
to G O M C N O ~  a mw chWCh ot  .ow, *on, emvimient loccrtion. lb pte- 
nat turn, lobe* "King" twter, J ~ h ' o  .on and tb. led14 Viwginia 
e n t n g m u w  of hi8 -rotiota, built t& pverent Chrirt cburab at  
h i s  an expoare i n  1791. E& died wan after i t o  ooapletioa aad is 
buried i n  th. ohwcbynrd, i n  8x1 elaborofo marble t a b  krmide h i s  two 
r i m s .  The taub of John C a r t e r  .nd his maul wives, for  w&.e sake 
the eon buil t  the chmh,  i# lwated in tbt, cbaacel. 

Arcbitecturrl lflstorian fbgh Yorri~n,  who ahorylcte~iiood 
wist churrh u "0 surpassing example of Qeogian deoign and work- 
maaship," &maribad ths building u lollowar 

Tire c ruc i ion  pion of the church, with a new only 
sl ightly 1-r t h m  the equilateral trrmileptm .ab 
chamel. WM not u n u s ~ l  mmq v iwin ia  W i g i a n  thurche8, 
but the architaotuml style,  with its f ine  and oophio- 
ticat.9 detail, w u  entirely oraeptioaal. Th high.walls 
and atctsp roof give the church a porn vert ical  charaotar 
t h m  is usual, (Ud tb rich rood entablature ot t h e  eavee 
i n  of unusual iiasners and elaboration. The tall arched 
windo*., w i t h  rub bed brick dreseiagn aad cut-stOZM sills, 
impouts, & keystowas, ore remarkably similar t o  the firm 

i.lenry I. Brock, Colonial Wiurchea i n  Virginia (Wlch~nd ,  c .  19301, 
p. 14. 



stair w i n d o w  of Roaewell /-cestcer County seat of the 
page family, sin- destroy6a/, begun six years e w l i e r .  
 be two truurapt boors, r i t K  their w i e  pilaatera w 
e a r  pedilsntcl, w emcutod with muerkahle s k i l l  in 
melded ud gauged brlaka, with m stone trim, while the 
rb entruPas door a t  tbo rest 18 mom inpos* with its 
M b r d  lmutts racl high seipental pPdiRnt, A l l  t haw 
&or# L F ~  W ot  walwt, finely pwuwrlod, Pod M preceded 
by ~ t e p p i 4 - ~ % 0 1 ~ . #  of Portland st-, eat t o  M e l l i p t i a l l  
cum. Tba, wrhH1Uhlp in  briok UWII~~. woodwork, and 
.tone tri* is uariv&ed in  i*rcrricm architecture of tbi. 
period. Tba mall wlll w i n d o w s  over t&a door8 arrt especial- 
l y  tb splrgQd eaves of the roof, a1no.t ntlrinilroent of a 
Chiruwr pyodn, sdd a t w h  of p l y i u l  grace to M otber- 
w i n  &i,gaified -Tior. 

Xnterior &tails u t o h  the exterior i n  qu8lity of de- 
sipr aud .~recutiom UPB M wlque in their maplsteness and 
eroellent state of pmmavatian. -la box pn~, pp1.1.d 
Bedo.., a tell pulpit r t t h  a u m d  a t a i r ,  h.rra@~W rormd- 
i* baud with o p a  dam .ad f in ia l ,  pmmled gallery i n  the 
mth t r ~ ~ p t .  mmtni~~)  rail, .It-, uul rexedo~ M all 
eqmSb exmpla. ol a J 9 l t w M p .  IcHt oi tb taterior wood- 
.W9 i n  in b l W  walnut, oaatrut-  dz . a t i v*y  rSth t b  
whit .  p l u t e ?  wale, .bf& rim to a cnad a t .  Aisle. 
a m  &wvWl With darl~ blwlu of Purlma mbwbke, owl db, .rase- 
fU1 -ti& f a t ,  uCb Of rub&. oUllnd With -8tkthW 
leu~sr .f% oherub~' hsdr, w u  vadoubtedly irported fmm 
-1m. 

In lBM, the FoumlatLao. for fiistorlc ibi8t*,Church, ha.. wag 
establtsbed to onrrp out a 1ceyyt.m plut fo r  t b  rertpr.tion of the  
c&uW .ad it. wrxwm¶ing8. Title t b  ths onm-aalr &ur& trmt, fom6r 
1J b.16 by .Cuter dbsoeadsat8, h. bsrn vested in  tbs Ruish,  M -11 
u twelve acres of rumuYuling la. IJr, E;lrderiak D. ISicbols, u t t l ia-  
1- the ~ e a u l t s  of btatorical, archovlogioal and rrohitectuml m.earch 
D&h D i @ c e  1988, h M  PrSpMd .n overall re.tor.tia plan t o  gut& 
future work. Ths onlp rcrJtbr in ter ior  cMmga W i l l  be tba addition of 
fonduits fo r  rir-wmlitioafirl uul beating, which w i l l  wcess i ta ts  no 
LPgortsnt visible alterutioru; the plant w i l l  be located i n  a 8epErat.e 
o t r u c t ~ .  In t8e s w r  of 1081 ths Fouariation tregan a fund-raisin& 
cmpoign t o  ipp1fmant ?@storation plarus. 

* Xarly kgericsm Architecture 1Proco the Firat  Colonial &tt lsmnta  to 
tbe Metiowl Period (New York, 1982), pp. 34U-W. 




