7. Description

Condition Checkone = Check one

_X excellent ____ deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site

- good — rJing X aitered ~ —__moved  date WA
— fair - unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Verville is an early house situated off State Road #611 in the Merry Point vicinity
of Lancaster County. 3Built about 1745, this brick house has the story-and-a-half,
single-pile, central-passage design common among the dwellings of colonial Virginia's
affluent planters and merchants., While Verville has retained its original form, it
did sustain a major remodeling during the late eighteenth or early nineteenth century,
when the gambrel roof was added and all woodwork was changed to conform with Federal-
style tastes. Three one-room brick extensions--two wings and an ell--were added during
several antebellum building campaigns.

The nominated site is approximately. five acres in area, large enough to include
eighteenth-century landscape features and the archaeological remains of most original
service structures. This area encompasses one contributing building-~the colonial
house itself--and five noncontributing reconstructed outbuildings. These include a
decorative well head, two garden tool sheds, and two small barns.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Verville igs located on a broad, mostly level hilltop site. The house faces south
toward three excavated terraces or 'falls" that slope dowm to a river plain and the
vestern branch of the Corotoman River. The three-bay, single-pile, story-and-a-half
structure was built in the 1740s of bricks that are laid in English bond below, and in

Flemish bond above, a plain beveled water table. The original brickwork on the north
and south walls is distinguished by a regular pattern of glazed headers. The propor-
tions of the structure suggest that the present central-passage plan is the original
one. The two rooms on each floor are heated from interior gable-end chimneys. The
house probably originally had a gable roof,

In the last decade of the eighteenth century, or in the early nineteenth century,
Verville was substantfally remodeled. The long (north and south) walls of the house
were raised by about eight courses of brickwork, and the gable-end (east and west)
walls were laid up far enough to meet a new gambrel roof structure. The added brickwork,
like the original masonry, was arranged in Flemish bond, but without the regular glazed
headers. In this remodeling process, the three original openings on both the north
and south walls were enlarged. Gauged and scored jack arches were added or rebuilt. The
north and south central doorways were surmounted by four-light transoms and were secured
by double doors with flush panels., The flanking windows were fitted with nine-over-nine
double-hung sash. The cellar grates may also have been added or enlarged at this time.
New windows in the lower faces of the gambrel roof were glazed with smaller nine-over-six
gsash., The upper floor of the house was further 1lluminated by small square four-light
windows built into the end walls, Federal-style dentilled cornices embellish the lower
edges of both pitches of the gambrel roof. ' :
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(See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period ' Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

,,,,, prehistoric _ __ archeclogy-prehistoric . _ community planning _. . landscape architecture X religion

—— 1400-1499 __ _ archeology-historic _ __ conservation ‘ law science

__ 1500-1599 ° ___ agriculture - .. economics ___literature ) T sculpture

——. 1600-1699 X _architecture .- education .. military - ... SOcial

X 1700-1799 __ art . engineering —__ music humanitarian

_A_1800-1899 X _commerce ._ exploration/settiement ___ philosophy -— theater

_X 1900~ ____communications . ... industry . ... politics/government ___ transportation
: --..— invention .. ___.. other (specity)

Specific dates 1742-1749; 1003-15 Builderrchitect N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Verville is one of only a handful of colonial buildings known to survive in Lancaster
County. While the form of the house is typical of the eighteenth-century Chesapeake, early
records indicate that in size, fabric, and embellishment, Verville was always considered
to be a superlative example of local domestic architecture. Its architectural signifi-
cance is further enhanced by the instructive character and quality of the changes it
has sustained during two centuries of continuous habitation. Moregver, Verville is the
only extant building on a site of unquestionable archaeologicalysignificance: eighteenth-
and early nineteenth-century documents confirm that the house once presided over a
lively variety of commercial, agricultural, and social activities, and that it stood
at the center of a complex of structures associated with early Chesapeake plantation
life. Verville draws additional historical importance from its association with a
number of prominent owners and residents. First among these are the Scots-Irish
immigrant James Gordon I, who built the house, and his son, James Gordon II. Both men
were influential merchants, planters, and public officials in eighteenth-century Lancaster
County. Verville is also the standing building most closely associated with James
Waddell, a Presbyterian minister notable for his contributions to a dissenting religious
tradition in pre-revolutionary Virginia. Finally, during the early years of the American
republic, the property became the seat of Ellyson Currie, a distinguished lawyer and
justice of the Virginia General Court. It is Currie who gave Verville its name.

HISTORICAL BACKGROQUND

Verville was built between the east and west branches of the Corotoman River on a
tract of land assembled through numerous purchases by James Gordon L. The property he
bought had been owned by-~and in some cases, patented by--the Carter, Conway, and Ball
families. The house was constructed between 1742, when Gordon made his first acquisition
of land, and 1749, when a deed by which Gordon purchased an_adjacent tract referred to
"the Hill the sd Gordon's dwelling house stands on . ., . "l These initial purchases
were made from heirs of Thomas Carter, and the wording of the deeds suggests that Gordon
was buying sections of a long-established plantation.

James Gordon I (1714-1768) was born into a family of Scots who lived in County Down,
in Ireland's province of Ulster.2 In about 1738, he immigrated to Lancaster County to
become one of the numerous §cottish merchants who were taking comtrol of an important
link in Virginia's economy.” Like other of his countrymen, Gordon established stores
in convenient locations where he could offer planters instant credit for Eheir hogsheads
of tobacco as well as ready access to a supply of imported English goods.

(See Continuation Sheet #3)


































