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1. Name of Property
Historic name: __ Irvington (051-5003)

Other names/site number: Carters Creek

2. Location

Street & Number: King Carter Drive and Irvington Road Not for Publication
City or town: Irvington [ 1 Vicinity
State: Virginia Code: VA County: Lancaster Code: 103 Zip Code: 22480

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this [X]} nomination [ } request for determination of eligibility meets the
documentation standards for registering properties in the Mational Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Pant 60.
In my opirion, the property [X] meets { ] does not meet the National Register criteria. [ recommend that this property be considered significant { ] nationally | } statewide | x|
locally. ([ ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

7 ] / & fl.0 a6
Signature of certifying official/Title " Dite

State or FederalVagency and bureau
In my opinion, the property { ] meets [ ] does not meet the Nationai Register criteris. ([ ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, cestify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[ ] entered in the National Register.

{ ) see continuation sheet
[ ] determined eligible for the National Register

( ) see continuation sheet
[ ) determined not eligible for the National Register
[ ] removed from the National Register
[ ] other, (explain:)
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Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property No. Resources within Property
[X] Private [] Building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[X] Public-Local [X] District 147 44 Buildings
[1 Public-State {] Site 3 _0 Sites
{x] Public-Federal [] Structure 0 _0 _Structure
[] Object 0 _0 Objects

150 44 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing
N/A Resources Previously

Listed in the National

Register _ 1 _
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories Current Functions (enter
from instructions) categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: Single Dwellings DOMESTIC: Single Dwellings
DOMESTIC: Secondary Structure DOMESTIC: Secondary Structure
DOMESTIC: Hotel DOMESTIC: Hotel
COMMERCE/TRADE: Business COMMERCE/TRADE: Business
COMMERCE/TRADE: Professional COMMERCE/TRADE: Professional
COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial Institution COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial Institution
COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL foundation: Brick; Concrete
MID-19th CENTURY: Greek Revival walls: Aluminum. Asbestos, Brick, Congcrete, Synthetics:
MID-19th CENTURY: Gothic Revival Vinyl, Wood
LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate roof: Asbestos, Asphalt. Metal, Stone: Slate, Terra Cotta,
LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne Wood

other:

Narrative Description
Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or mere continuation sheets

[X] See Continuation Sheet
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8. Statement of Significance

County and State

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark x in one or more boxes for the criteria
qualifying the property for National Register listing.)

(X] A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

[ 1B Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

[ 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark x in all the boxes that apply.}

[ 1A owned by a religious institution or

used for religious purposes.

[ ]B removed from its original location.

[ ]C abirthplace or grave.

[ 1D acemetery.

[ ]E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ 1F a commemorative property.

[ 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continustion sheets.)

[X] See Continuation Sheet

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories ftom instructions)

Architecture

Community Planning &
Development
Maritime History

Period of Significance
1740-1947

Significant Dates
1740
1834
1891
1917
1933

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation
n/a

Architect/Builder
Unknown
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9. Major Bibliographic References

County and State

[ ] See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ ] preliminary determination of
individual listing (36 CFR 67)

[X] previously listed in the NR

[ ] previously determined eligible

by the National Register

[ ] designated a National Historic

Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American

Buildings Survey #

[ ] recorded by Historic American

Engineering Record #

10. Geographical Data

Primary location of add. data:
[ X ] State SHPO office

[ ] Other State agency

[ ]Federal agency

[X] Local government

[ ] University

[ ]1Other

Specify repository:

Acreage of property 1.73 Square Miles

UTM References

1 /1L/8/ 13/7/5/1/2/Q/ (4/1/6/9/2/6/4/
Zone Easting Northing

2 [1L/87 131715131610/ [4/1/6/8/5/6/0/
Zone  Easting Northing

3 /1/8/ [3/7/4/8/4/0/ [4/1/6/8/8/0/0/
Zone Easting Northing
4 /1/8/ [3/7/5/0/6/4] [4/1/6/8/2/4/0/
Zone Easting Northing

[X] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[X] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

X} See continuation sheet
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11. Form Prepared By
Name/title Laura V. Trigschmann, Robin J. Weidlich, and Christopher V. Novelli

Organization_E.H.T. Traceries. Inc. Date__August 1999, revised September2000
Street & Number 5420 Western Avenue Telephone (301) 656-5283
City or Town_Chevy Chase State Marvland Zip code_20815

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form;

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPQ for any additional items)

Property Owner
{Compiete this item at the request of the SHPO ot FPO.}

name _ See attached list
street & number ' telephone

city or town state zZip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places 10 nominate properties for
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list propesties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with
the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef 5eq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief,
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of the Management and Budget, Paperwork
Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Description
Architectural Classification

LATE 19%/20" CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival
LATE 19%/20° CENTURY REVIVALS: Classical Revival

LATE 19"EARLY 20" CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial style

LATE 19"/EARLY 20* CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Bungalow/Craftsman
MODERN MOVEMENT: Moderne

Narrative Description

Located in southern Lancaster County, Virginia, the Irvington Historic District is situated on two peninsulas
extending into Carters Creek and the Eastern Branch at their confluence with the Rappahannock River. The
proposed Irvington Historic District encompasses the village proper of Irvington on the eastern peninsula
and West Irvington sited on the western peninsula. The village of Irvington is more commercial in nature
with small enclaves of residential housing, while West Irvington contains the greatest concentration of
residential buildings and a few water/seafood-related resources. The district is bounded roughly by the
Eastern Branch on the east and south, Carters Creek on the west, and Chesapeake Drive, King Carter Drive,
and cuts across Irvington Road (Route 200) to the north. The district is made up of 194 resources, 151 of
which contribute to the context of the district. The district primarily consists of 162 freestanding single-
family dwellings with thirteen commercial, two churches, six cemeteries (three of which are associated with
dwellings), and three institutional buildings.

Chases Cove, named for Captain Peter Chase who came to the area from Newport, Rhode Island in 1818,
separates the peninsulas denoted as Irvington and West Irvington. Bridge Cove branches off to the east side
of Chases Cove, while Sams Cove separates the easternmost point of the Irvington peninsula from the
mainiand on the north. The land slopes gradually towards the water with steep ravines at the heads of Bridge
and Sams Coves. The undulating shoreline is dotted with numerous smaller coves, inlets, and low hills that
have commanding vistas of Carters Creek, the Eastern Branch, and the Rappahannock River. The primary
roads within the town follow the high points of the land. On the eastern point, Steamboat Road runs north to
south and The Lane turns east to serve the prong formed by the Eastern Branch and Sams Cove. At its
northern end, Steamboat Road forms a T-intersection, locally known as the Triangle, with [rvington Road,
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which enters Irvington from White Stone to the east.' After intersecting with Steamboat Road, Irvington
Road makes a sharp turn to the north towards the town of Kilmamock. At the mid-point of the curve, King
Carter Drive turns off to the west. King Carter Drive traverses east to west, linking Irvington and West
Irvington, Quails Trail intersects King Carter Drive and follows the ridge between Bridge and Chases Coves
to the south, serving the triangular point of land between the two coves. At the gate to the Tides Inn, King
Carter Drive makes a sharp turn to the south following the ridge of the western peninsula. Near the end of
the peninsula, King Carter Drive again turns sharply towards the east and makes a final sharp turn to the
south following Rowes Point, where it terminates near the water’s edge. Narrow roads, many of them
unpaved, and driveways meander off the main roads to serve residences that are sited to take advantage of
the views and access to the water.

DOMESTIC RESOURCES

The oldest residential building in Irvington is Wilder’s Grant, located on the west side of Steamboat Road.
The Colonial style Wilder’'s Grant, built ca. 1740, is a one-and-a-half-story wood frame dwelling
representative of the linear-plan (one-room deep) buildings commonly erected throughout the Tidewater
South region during the 17" and 18 centuries. Now a hall-and-parlor plan dwelling, Wilder’s Grant has
been enlarged by a late 18" century addition to the east and a mid-20" century ell to the north. The wood
frame structure sits on an English bond brick foundation and has a steeply pitched side gable roof sheathed
with wood shingles. A notable feature of this house is the chimney on the west elevation, the oldest portion
of the house. The brick chimney is laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers and has a corbeled water table
with molded bricks, stepped shoulders, and a square freestanding stack.

During the first two quarters of the 19" century, the village that would become Irvington saw its first major
phase of residential development. Within the boundaries of the historic district, there are seven extant
dwellings dating from the early 19® century, specifically between 1840 and 1860. As dictated by fashion,
and by the abundance of local timber, the traditional dwellings in Irvington are commonly wood frame, two-
story, side gable dwellings with a central-passage plan. These vernacular or folk buildings were modest
dwellings constructed of local materials with limited stylistic embellishments and applied ornamentation. In
form, the buildings are Greek Revival detailed with comer boards, pedimented gables, raked comices with

! Irvington Road was formerly known as Tidewater Drive.
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returns, and ogee-molded lintel caps.

Haydon Hall was built ca. 1859 for Thomas J. Haydon and his wife, the former Sarah Catheryne Wilder, on
land given to the couple by Michael Wilder. Haydon Hall is a gable front-and-wing form house that has
been substantially enlarged and altered to reflect the Classical Revival of the early 20® century. The original
portion of the wood frame structure is two-stories, five-bays wide and one-bay deep with a central passage
plan. Greek Revival style detailing can be seen on the two-bay wide open pediment that has paneled Tuscan
cornerboards with denticulated capitals. The Haydon property, which is located at 64 Haydon Hall Lane,
also contains several noteworthy outbuildings, one of which is contemporary to the main dwelling. The
circa 1850 wood frame meat house measures one-bay square with a wood shingle gabie roof and vertical
board-and-batten door. Relocated to the site from an adjacent tract of land, the meat house stands one-story
in height.

Other excellent examples of early domestic architecture include the largely unaltered Glebe on [rvington
Road and the George W. Messick House on King Carter Drive. Erected in the period between 1845 and
1860, the wood frame structure known as the Glebe stands two-stories in height and is three bays wide with
a central-passage/single-pile plan. Set upon brick piers, the Greek Revival style building is clad with
weatherboard omamented with narrow cornerboards, a raked comnice with returns, and a steeply pitched
gable roof pierced by two interior brick chimneys. The building was later augmented by a one-story ell that
was centered on the rear elevation. The east side of the ell has a shed roof porch with square posts. On the
interior of the dwelling, the omamentation is modest with narrow stepped architraves, turned balustrades,
bulls-eye corner blocks, and wainscot.

The George W. Messick House on King Carter Drive was erected in the period between 1840 and 1850 with
Greek Revival style embellishments. The wood frame structure, set upon a solid brick foundation, is clad
with weatherboard and has a hipped roof. The central-passage/single-pile plan measures three-bays in width
and stands two-stories in height. It is finished with narrow comer boards, a wide fascia board along the base
of the overhanging eaves, and front porch detailing by chamfered posts. The freestanding kitchen, dating
from circa 1880, was attached to the main dwelling in the latter part of the 20® century by a one-story
hyphen. Additional alterations from this period reflect the Colonial Revival style and are reminiscent of
Wilder’s Grant in form.

With the economic deprivation suffered by Virginia during the Civil War, major changes occurred which
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directly effected commercial and industrial nature of Lancaster County. The new wealth found in the
manufacturing of tobacco and the expansion of railroad and shipping lines, in turn, effected the residential
development of the Tidewater area. Within the growing village of Irvington, the second major residential
development phase commenced in 1870 and continued well into the 20® century. Domestic architecture of
this period was influenced by fashionable styles viewed in Washington, D.C., Norfolk, Richmond, and even
Baltimore, Maryland. The transportation of architectural ideas and mass-produced decorative elements
became easier to obtain through mail-order catalogues, design magazines, and architectural books.
Consequently, houses in Irvington slowly adopted to the new architectural influences, displaying elements of
the Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Italianate styles. The availability of the new architectural ideas,
which were transported to Irvington by steamboats, prompted many residents to embellish their existing
vernacular buildings with omamentation of the period. Between 1870 and 1900, sixty freestanding
residential buildings were erected in Irvington.

An excellent example of the Queen Anne style, the house at 74 Cedardaie Lane is actually a modernization
of a traditional house form. Built in the 1870s, Cedardale started out as a traditional L-plan dwelling of wood
frame with minimal applied ornamentation. In the 1890s, E.W. Long purchased the house from his father-
in-law, Captain John W. Turner, and added a hipped roofed, two-story pedimented portico to the west
elevation, and the Queen Anne style detailing fashionable during this period. The portico has a diamond-
shaped fixed window, and is detailed with square posts, a spindled frieze, and sawn balustrade. Additional
stylistic embellishments include the fish-scale shingles and the sawn bargeboard. Originally freestanding,
the two-story kitchen was attached to the main block of the building by a hyphen.

Another very good example of the traditional form with stylistic interpretations of the period is Covehaven,
built in 1884 by Sam Smith. Covehaven is a wood frame, two-story, side gable dwelling with a rear ell. The
central-passage plan house has very little applied ornamentation with the exception of the wrap-around porch
supported by Tuscan columns. The porch appears to be an early 20" century addition, erected in an attempt
to “modernize” the house with fashionable architectural elements of this latter period.

The home of Captain John C. Brewington is typical of the dwellings built in Irvington and West Irvington in
the last quarter of the 19" century. The Brewington House, while still very traditional in form, gives a slight
nod to the popular mid-19" century influences of Italianate architecture with the introduction of a centered
front gable pierced by paired windows and a one-story porch with chamfered posts and sawn brackets. The
trademark of an unidentified local builder, there are approximately 15 to 20 houses in Irvington with this



NPS Form 10-900
{Rev. 11-90) OMB No. [0024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Continuation Sheet

Irvington Historic District, Lancaster County, Virginia

Section number _7 Page_ S

detailed gable. A variant on the “Brewington-style” is the Thomas J. Willing House, built in the last quarter
of the 19" century by Frank Wilshin. The imposing dwelling is marked by two front gables rather than the
more common single gable. The north gabled bay of the Willing House resembles the massing of the
Brewington House with triple windows on the second story and gable. The scuthern gable, however, is
reminiscent of Haydon Hall with its double windows on all three stories.

Two dwellings that blend Italianate forms with Victorian-era sawn decoration are the J.T. Rilee House and
the Oliver House, both of which were built in the last quarter of the 19" century. The land side of the J.T.
Rilee House at 391 Steamboat Road is similar to the traditional dwellings seen in Irvington, yet on the water
side, the house takes on an asymmetrical appearance with the introduction of a projecting bay. The
projecting bay is topped by a broken pediment with paired windows and a cornice supported by spindled
corner brackets. A historic photograph indicates that there was an omate porch with turned posts and sawn
brackets on the water side, which has subsequently been removed.

The Oliver House, built for W. Bussells at 19 Cedardale Lane between 1880 and 1895, is a further departure
from the more traditional house form with its wide center gable and bracketed cornice. The two-story porch
with its lacy sawn bargeboard and scroll sawn balustrade is an excellent example of the adaptation of high-
style architectural influences and the use of machine-made ornamentation in a rural county. Similar in
detailing with bargeboard and turned posts is the dwelling at 334 King Carter Drive. Known as the Lokey
House, the wood frame building was constructed in 1889. This Queen Anne style dwelling has an L-shaped
for with a projecting front bay. Symmetrically pierced by window openings and applied detailing, which is
uncommon for the style, the building has overhanging ogee-molded comice with returns, corbeled brick
chimneys, and a three-bay wide front porch.

[rvington was further enhanced by more modest, yet architecturally significant, vernacular dwellings at the
turn of the 20" century. The dwellings generally are one-and-a-half stories to two-stories in height.
Overwhelmingly, the dwellings erected in the 20® century are constructed of wood frame, with only five
domestic examples of masonry construction identified as contributing. Between 1900 and 1950, eighty-one
residential buildings were erected in Irvington and in West Irvington, predominately located along The Lane,
King Carter Drive. Overwhelmingly, the majority of the residential construction of this expansive period
exhibited limited stylistic detailing. This vernacular tradition was closely followed by high-style Colonial
Revival dwellings with the traditional two-story, three- to five-bay wide plan with a central passage or the
two-and-a-half-story American Four-square with its side-entry. The more modest dwellings exhibiting the
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Colonial Revival style are one-and-a-half-story structures, commonly referred to as the Cape Cod. The final
form, with its identifiable detailing, was the bungalow. One-and-a-half-story dwellings with front gable or
hipped roofs, the bungalows are augmented by full-width or wrap-around porches. Stylistic omamentation
on the bungalow form ranged from Craftsman to Colonial Revival.

Stylistically, the Queen Anne style remained constant throughout the first quarter of the 20* century, with
approximately twelve examples constructed in Irvington. One of the best and most prominent examples is
the former Methodist Parsonage on Irvington Road. The large two-and-a-half-story wood frame dwelling
was constructed in 1903 with an imposing gambrel roof, intersecting jerkinhead, and gable projections.
Omamental fish-scale shingles provide the cladding on the gable and jerkinhead. The dwelling, now known
as the Dandelion, is further omamented with paired windows and a porch that wraps around three sides of
the dwelling with Tuscan columns on brick piers and a scroll sawn rail.

In 1915, the Harrah House was constructed at 354 King Carter Drive. The two-and-a-half-story wood frame
building presents elements of the traditional Queen Anne style with its corbeled brick chimneys, wrap-
around porch, molded architraves, and scrolled bargeboard. Indicative of the fashionable Colonial Revival
style are the Tuscan columns, enclosed tympanum, and overhanging front gable roof with ogee-molded
comnice and returns. Virtually identical in form and Queen Anne detailing is the freestanding wood frame
dwelling at 423 King Carter Drive, which was erected between 1910 and 1912. Three-bays wide and two-
bays deep, the dwelling has a full-width front porch that is finished with tumed posts more typical of the
Queen Anne style.

A prominent building form identified numerous times in Lancaster County exhibits the hipped roof with
projecting front gables. This two-and-a-half story structure, constructed of wood frame with
weatherboard cladding, has a square plan enlarged by two-story canted bays and wrap-around porches.
Stylistic detailing is typically Queen Anne, with its multi-light upper sash windows, overhanging boxed
cornice, ornamental shingles, scrolled bargeboard, and turned posts. The three best illustrations of this
form identified in Irvington have Tuscan columns supporting the half-hipped wrap-around porches.
Examples include the house at 395 King Carter Drive (1900), Willow Oaks at 54 Steamboat Road (1910-
1911), and the house at the 300 block of King Carter Drive (1900-1915). Virtually identical, the buildings
were constructed of prefabricated materials produced in Baltimore and transported by steamboat to
Lancaster County. :
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Along Steamboat Road are several excellent illustrations of the American Foursquare building, each
covered by a hipped roof that has a substantial overhanging. Square in plan, the wood frame dwelling at
26 Steamboat Road exhibits the Colonial Revival style with paired 2/2 windows, hip-roofed dormers,
Tuscan posts on the wrap-around porch, and two-story canted bays. Haydon House at 242 Steamboat
Road, erected between 1905 and 1920, is another example of the American Foursquare with Colonial
Revival style details. The stylistic embellishments of the dwelling include the molded metai sheets on the
hipped roof.

The modest building at 22 Virginia Road, erected in 1923, shows the three-bay wide, central-passage plan
common for the Colonial Revival style. It is covered by a side gable roof with ogee-moided retumns.
Sharply in contrast is the high-style dwelling at 380 Steamboat Road, which was constructed between 1920
and 1935. The large square plan of the two-story, brick building is fashioned by the full-width front portico
with its over-sized, two-story Tuscan columns. The shallow hipped roof is edged at the top by a balustrade
with narrow square balusters. The main entry has the semi-circular arched fanlight, side-lights, and molded
architrave with back-banding. The one-story porte cochere is balanced by a porch set on the opposite side of
the main block. Both the porte cochere and side porch have Tuscan columns supporting the balustraded
decks of the second story.

High-style Craftsman omamentation is exhibited on the bungalow at the circa 1920 wood frame dwelling on
the west side of Irvington Road. The one-story wood frame building, set upon a rock-faced concrete block
foundation, has an inset porch sheltered by the side gable roof of the main block. The roof has an expansive
overhang finished with exposed rafter ends and brackets. The porch wraps around the building with a
masonry base and squat Tuscan posts. The paired and single window openings hold 6/1 sash with square-
edged surrounds. In contrast is the modest one-and-a-half-story dwelling at 448 King Carter Drive. Typical
of the bungaloid form in Irvington, the dwelling has a pedimented front gable roof sheathed with standing
seam metal, full-width front porch with Queen Anne detailing, and paired 6/1 windows.

Irvington has continued to grow as a residential community, with approximately twenty-two percent of the
building stock within the historic district boundaries attributed to the past five decades. Generally, in
[rvington, these domestic resources are grouped together in small subdivisions that collectively were
excluded from the historic district boundaries. Those non-contributing residential resources within the
boundaries are commonly ranch houses, a style that originated in the mid-1930s in California. The
asymmetrical one-story shape of the ranch house with its low-pitched roof dominates. The buildings are



NPS Form 10-900
(Rev. 11-90) OMB No. 10024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Continunation Sheet

Irvington Historic District, Lancaster County, Virginia

Section number _7 Page_ 8

typically wood or steel frame with brick or stone cladding mixed with weatherboard siding. Although many
post-1950 dwellings are not classified in a particular architectural style due to a lack of modern terminology,
the non-contributing dwellings exhibit elements of the Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival and Modem
movements.

COMMERCIAL RESQURCES

In 1844, “...the town was simply a wharf, a store and a hotel.™ Yet by 1891, “...within a radius of 500 yards
are a telephone, post office, steamboats to and from Baltimore and Norfolk touching here eight times a week,
the Virginia Citizen Publishing Company office, Irvington Beach Hotel, a physician’s office and marine
hospital; Baptist and Methodist churches, the Chesapeake Academy, Independent Order of Good Templars
Lodge, public school, marine railway, barber, wheelwright shop, and blacksmith shop.” This extensive list
does not include the wide variety of commercial stores that provided an assortment of goods and supplies
transported on a regular basis by steamboats. Unfortunately, the fire of 1917 claimed many of the 19"
century buildings along Steamboat Road. With the exception of the rock-faced concrete block commercial
building at 446-4478 Irvington Road, all of the buildings erected prior to the fire of 1917 are wood frame.
Today, six commercial buildings constructed prior to 1917 are extant within the boundaries.

For only a few years after the devastating fire of 1917, commercial buildings were all constructed of brick.
By the 1920s, however, commercial buildings were erected with a variety of construction materials including
wood frame, brick, and concrete block. Like the dwellings, many of these remaining commercial buildings
are modest structures with little or no applied omamentation. The trend towards more sophisticated
architectural expression, however, can be seen as the town prospered after the fire of 1917 and transportation
of goods and ideas improved. What the fire did not claim along Steamboat Road, the storm of 1933 washed
away from the shoreline, especially the commercial development near the steamboat wharf. Therefore, only
a few buildings that typify the early commercial development in the town proper of Irvington are extant,
while no physical evidence of the wharf remains, For the period between 1917 and 1947, seven extant
commercial buildings remain within the boundaries of the historic district.

2 C. Jackson Simmons, [rvington: an Album of its First Generation. (Irvington, VA, Pictorial Heritage Publishing Company,
1992), p. 16.
* Simmons, /rvington, pp. 16-17.

































































































































