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Descrtbe present and historic physlcal appearance. 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Catoctin Rural Historic District consists of approximately 25,000 
acres of picturesque rolling farmland in northern Loudoun County. 
Primarily devoted to livestock and agricultural production, the ten-mile- 
long and six-mile-wide irregularly shaped area is situated immediately 
north of the Leesburg town limits and is geographically defined by the 
Catoctin Mountain range to the west and the Potomac River to the north 
and east. U.S. Route 15 traverses the district from north to south while 
secondary roads, some only unimproved dirt roads, provide a circulation 
network that has changed little since the preceding century. Although 
the district is best characterized by broad pastoral farmland, some 
acreage in the northeastern area of the district and along the eastern 
slope of Catoctin Mountain, is heavily forested. Known for its natural 
springs and large limestone outcroppings, the area is laced with four 
major streams -- Limestone Branch, Big Spring Branch, Black Swamp Branch, 
and Clarks Run -- which are all tributaries of the Potomac River. 
Contrasting with the numerous small Quaker farms that characterize the 
Goose Creek Rural Historic District in central Loudoun County (listed in 
the National Register in 1981), the Catoctin District contains many large 
estates, especially in its southern half below Lucketts, as well as small 
farms that feature a wealth of historic buildings and structures dating 
from the late eighteenth to the early twentieth centuries. Besides 
containing elegant mansions representing the late Georgian, Federal, 
Greek Revival, Italian Villa/Second Empire, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, 
and Craftsman architectural styles, the district also features 
representative examples of vernacular buildings dating from throughout 
the period of significance. Farmhouses, domestic outbuildings, 
agricultural buildings, churches, schoolhouses, general stores, and 
bridges in the district are constructed of log, stone, brick, precast 
concrete, concrete block, and frame building materials and represent a 
continuum of changing cultural and agrarian developments and life styles 
of the past two hundred years. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The abundant water sources and very fertile limestone-rich lands that 
comprise the Catoctin Rural Historic District assured early-eighteenth- 
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~ P P  r n n r i n l ~ i l t -  ~ h p p t  

State significance of propeny, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

STATEXENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Catoctin Rural Historic District is a picturesque farming community 
located in northeastern Loudoun County. Scattered through the rural 
landscape are several small communities, including Lucketts, Mount 
Pleasant, Black Swamp, and Stumptown. The district lies between Catoctin 
Mountain on the west and the Potomac River to the north and east. The 
patterns of settlement, as well as the transportation systems, in 
northern Loudoun County were dictated in part by the land and water 
features there; these patterns have changed but little over time. 
Catoctin Mountain formed both a cultural and a physical barrier to 
settlers, separating the predominantly Tidewater plantation society 
within the district from the smaller Quaker and German farms to the west. 
The river was used to carry people and produce downstream to eastern 
ports; ferries connected the district with Maryland markets to the north. 
Although six ferries operated in Loudoun County (four of which were 
located in the district) during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
only two buildings associated with them are extant. From its earliest 
settlement by Tidewater planters in the mid-eighteenth century through 
the establishment of large-scale dairy and livestock grazing farms in the 
early twentieth century, the fertile Catoctin area was important to 
Loudoun County's agricultural economy. The district also was a leading 
producer of wheat and other grains in Virginia. Its numerous well- 
preserved farmsteads contain a variety of agricultural outbuildings, 
ranging from nineteenth-century frame barns and corncribs to early 
twentieth century stables and dairy barns. The farmhouses range from 
modest vernacular stone and log buildings of the early nineteenth century 
to elegant high-style mansions of the early twentieth century. 
Architectural styles represented in the district include the Georgian, 
Federal, Greek Revival, Italian Villa, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and 
Craftsman. Among the most notable individual properties in the district 
are those individually listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, such as Morven Park, Rockland, and Ball's Bluff Battlefield and 
National Cemetery. 

See continuation sheet 
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century settler farmers substantial harvests of tobacco, wheat, and other 
cereals. In fact, the lands were so desirable that by the mid-eighteenth 
century much of it had already been acquired and divided into large 
tracts by speculators and wealthy Tidewater planters. Desirous of 
providing established plantations for their younger sons in the days of 
primogeniture, the Mason, Carter, Lee, and Ball families secured large 
land holdings in eastern Loudoun County as an inheritance for their 
younger offspring. Their planter sons in turn extended traditional 
Tidewater farming practices to the Loudoun frontier in establishing large 
landed estates devoted to the cultivation of tobacco and, later in the 
eighteenth century, wheat and other grains and relying upon slave labor 
for production. Eighteenth-century buildings in the area, few of which 
have survived to the present, reflect Tidewater building practices that 
were firmly rooted in English building traditions. 

In contrast, the lands immediately west of the Catoctin Mountain range, 
which served as a physical as well as a cultural barrier between eastern 
and western Loudoun, were primarily settled by English Quakers, Germans, 
and Scotch-Irish from Pennsylvania and Maryland. Farms in western 
Loudoun tended to be small and did not depend upon slave labor. Not 
surprisingly, settlers there built stone, brick, and log houses and farm 
buildings that related to familiar examples of eighteenth- and early- 
nineteenth-century domestic and agricultural architecture in eastern 
Pennsylvania. 

Mason family homes dominated the southern half of the district during the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Raspberry Plain was 
supposedly built in 1771 for Thomson Mason, youngest brother of George 
Mason of Gunston Hall. The large estate was inherited by Stevens Thomson 
Mason, U.S. senator from Virginia, after 1785. Although destroyed in 
1910, the house that is depicted in old photographs appears to be a 
Georgian-style brick dwelling with gambrel-roofed brick wings. Nearby 
Strawberry Plain was the home of John Mason McCarty and was originally 
built for Aeneas Campbell, Loudoun's first sheriff. No description of 
the house is known to exist. Selma was built for Armistead Thomson Mason 
about 1815, but was destroyed shortly before the present mansion of the 
same name was built on the site between 1900 and 1902. All of these 
estates were located in an area that is still known for its large farms 
today. 

The Catoctin District contains few, if any, examples of vernacular frame 
and log buildings dating from the eighteenth century. Some examples may 
have survived as core structures of later embellished farmhouses; 
however, it is often difficult to determine the age of these original 
buildings, especially if they have been considerably altered. Only one 
known eighteenth-century house in the district has survived in much of 
its original integrity to the present day. The house known as Noland's 
Ferry, a late Georgian-style brick mansion traditionally dating 
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from the 1770s, appears to be the oldest surviving building in the 
district. 

The Carolina Road, an important colonial road that extended southward 
through Loudoun, roughly coincides today with U.S. Route 15 and VA Route 
662. Important to both the tobacco and flour trade of Loudoun and to 
general communication between the Piedmont regions of Virginia and 
Maryland, the Carolina Road entered the county at Noland's Ferry on the 
Potomac River in the northeastern corner of the district. As early as 
1748 Philip Noland established a ferry at the site and by 1778 his son 
Thomas Noland was owner of the lucrative operation. During the 1770s 
Thomas Noland is believed to have built the elegant brick house known as 
Noland's Ferry (#158) on a hill overlooking the ferry site. One of 
Loudoun County's most distinguished eighteenth-century mansions, the two- 
story, central-passage-double-pile-plan, Flemish-bond brick house is one 
of only two extant historic resources associated with ferries in the 
county. The other resource is Clapham's Ferry which is also located in 
the district. Noland's Ferry features a modillion cornice, brick 
stringcourse, and fanlight over the central entrance -- all 
characteristic elements of the Georgian style. During the 1950s two 1 
1/2-story brick wings flanking the original house were added and the 
interior was substantially embellished in the Georgian Revival mode by 
Colonial Williamsburg restoration architect Walter M. Macomber. At that 
time a small Doric portico with a broken pediment was also added at the 
front and a cast-iron fence with brick gateposts was built surrounding 
the house and rear boxwood garden. No original outbuildings to the rear 
of the house have survived; however, a number of commercial buildings 
once clustered around the ferry site. Noland's Ferry continued to be an 
important transportational and commercial trade link between Maryland and 
Loudoun County until the Point of Rocks bridge was constructed about two 
miles upriver in 1850. 

Chestnut Hill (#322) is another early house in the district. Situated on 
a ridge in the northern extent of the district, the house was built 
around 1800 for Samuel Clapham, who represented Loudoun in the Virginia 
General Assembly from 1797 to 1799. The simple two-story fieldstone 
house with interior end chimneys and a smaller two-story service wing was 
considerably enlarged in 1812 by Clapham's son-in-law, Thomson F. Mason, 
who was also a grandson of George Mason of Gunston Hall. Mason 
constructed a central-passage-double-pile-plan, two-story, fieldstone 
addition, the interior and exterior of which reflected the popular 
Federal style in architecture. The addition of a two-story flat-roofed 
portico and dormers were among the modifications made by the Coleman C. 
Gores after they purchased the property in 1930. 

Based on a Mutual Assurance Society insurance policy of 1803, the 
farmhouse known as Prosperwell is believed to date from either the late 
eighteenth or early nineteenth century. Originally owned by Aaron 
Saunders, the two-story, three-room-plan, native fieldstone house with 
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interior end chimneys and small window openings, is similar to a popular 
farmhouse type seen most often in western Loudoun. 

Three notable two-room-plan farmhouses in the district represent a 
popular building plan for early-nineteenth-century dwellings in the area. 
They are: Dry Hollow Farm (#I) on Route 837; the Frank-Arnold House 
(#265) on Route 15; and Macaria (#33) on Route 15. All three are two- 
story, five-course American-bond brick buildings with interior end 
chimneys, symmetrical facades, sawtooth or molded brick cornices, and 
small original or added service wings. 

Dry Hollow Farm has an unusually long stuccoed brick service wing that 
was probably built in sections throughout the nineteenth century. Owned 
by the Harrison family since the 1850s, the farm also includes a mid-to- 
late-nineteenth-century frame barn and other farm buildings. 

The Frank-Arnold House has an unusual four-bay facade with two 
symmetrically positioned front entrances. The well-preserved house also 
features nine-over-six double-sash windows, a rectangular transom over 
each entrance, a five-bay wooden porch with Victorian sawnwork, and 
excellent Adamesque interior woodwork. A number of nineteenth-century 
frame barns and farm buildings are situated near the house. 

Much of the original simple character of Macaria has been obscured by the 
addition of several late-nineteenth-century frame additions, including a 
large front two-story extension with a three-sided apsidal end and a 
wraparound porch. The farm also features a board-and-batten meat house, 
several frame barns, and a nineteenth-century I-house tenant house. Two 
other suspected two-room-plan houses from the period include the Shry 
house (#log) on Route 657 and the Updike house (#183) on Route 658. 

Although numerous examples of the popular early-nineteenth-century side- 
passage-plan dwelling abound in Loudoun County, only a few known examples 
in the district have survived to the present day. They include: 
Sunnyside Farm (#250) on Route 15; Locust Hill (#16) on Route 740: and 
Limestone Quarter (#28) on Route 15. 

Sunnyside Farm is an interesting example of an evolutionary nineteenth- 
century dwelling. Beginning as a two-story, side-passage-plan, brick 
building with a sawtooth brick cornice, the house was expanded to the 
north during the mid-nineteenth century with the addition of a large two- 
story weatherboarded log section with exterior end stone chimneys. To 
complete the house's evolution, a frame and weatherboarded rear ell was 
added in the late nineteenth century. The farm buildings at Sunnyside 
Farm also represent different periods of nineteenth-century agrarian 
architecture. Located near the house are a mid-nineteenth-century frame 
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bank barn and brick blacksmith shop, and a turn-of-the-century frame 
equipment storage building. 

Locust Hill is a sophisticated Federal-style brick house located in the 
southwestern part of the district. Situated on the first rise of the 
eastern slope of Catoctin Mountain, the Flemish-bond brick house is 
believed to have been built for John Thomson Mason, a nephew of George 
Mason of Gunston Hall and son of Thomson Mason of nearby Raspberry Plain. 
Although no definite date of construction has been determined, 
stylistically the house appears to date from the first quarter of the 
nineteenth century. The house features a brick water table, twelve-over- 
twelve double-sash windows, and a fanlight over each principal entrance. 
According to the present owner, the two-story front portico with stylized 
American order capitals is the inaugural stand from Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's second presidential inauguration in 1937. A number of farm 
buildings are seen near the house among which is an early-twentieth- 
century frame barn with a jerkinhead roof. 

Limestone Quarter is a simple five-course American-bond brick dwelling 
with interior end chimneys and flared brick jack arches over each 
opening. The house was long used as the overseer's quarters for adjacent 
Rockland. A long brick addition, added in the 1940s, is architecturally 
compatible w'ith the original building. 

Five notable early-nineteenth-century central-passage-plan dwellings are 
among the most important houses in the district. The aforementioned 
Chestnut Hill (#322) is one of the oldest surviving houses in the 
district with such a plan. Other examples include: Rockland (#27) on 
Route 15; Temple Hall (#69) on Route 661; Red Hill Farm (#214) on Route 
662; and Clapham's Ferry (#128) on Route 657. 

Rockland is one of the finest Federal-style houses in the district. The 
house was built in 1822 for General George Rust, a prominent Loudoun 
resident who served in the War of 1812 and in the Virginia House of 
Delegates from 1818 to 1823. Individually listed in the National 
Register in 1987, the Flemish-bond brick house has a five-bay facade, a 
Roman Doric portico, an elegant modillion cornice with rope molding, and 
an elliptic51 fanlight over the central entrance with sidelights. In 
1908 additions and interior modifications in the Colonial Revival mode 
were made to the house; however, much of the original character of 
Rockland was preserved. Rockland also contains many outbuildings and 
farm buildings that add to the significance of the property as a nearly 
complete nineteenth-century farm complex. An unusual two-story brick 
servants' quarters with a two-story gallery across the front is located 
to the rear of the house as is a small frame smokehouse and early- 
twentieth-century brick barn. At least twenty-three other pre-1938 
buildings (including barns, tenant houses, and garages) are located on 
the seventy-nine-acre property. 
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Temple Hall is the best preserved early-nineteenth-century Federal-style 
house in the district. Located near the Potomac River in the southeastern 
area of the district, the Flemish-bond brick house with a five-bay facade 
is capped by an original hipped roof, which is rarely seen on houses of 
the period. . A small Doric portico shelters the central entrance which is 
surmounted by a graceful semicircular fanlight. Tall six-over-six 
double-sash windows, a frieze encircling the building, and tall interior 
end chimneys add to the architectural sophistication of the dwelling. 
Built for William Temple Thomson Mason, a son of Thomson Mason of 
Raspberry Plain, the house was visited by General Lafayette during his 
celebrated tour of the United States in 1825. Accompanied by President 
John Quincy Adams and former president James Monroe, who was then living 
at his his estate in southern Loudoun County, the three witnessed the 
baptism of Mason's two infant daughters at Temple Hall and served as 
godfathers to both girls. The active farm also features a square brick 
smokehouse and two nineteenth-century frame barns. 

Red Hill Farm represents a typical farmhouse type associated with middle- 
class planters in the district. A two-story three-course American-bond 
brick dwelling with a brick sawtooth cornice across the five-bay facade, 
the house displays such stylish features as articulated flared brick jack 
arches over later two-over-two double-sash windows, interior end chimneys 
with corbele'd caps, tapering raking cornices, and a semicircular fanlight 
over the central entrance. A three-bay Victorian porch with a sawn 
balustrade and an early-twentieth-century side wing add to the 
evolutionary nature of this house. Several nineteenth- and early- 
twentieth-century frame barns are located to the rear of the house. 

The large stone house at the end of Route 657 (Spinks's Ferry Roaii) is 
known as Clapham's Ferry. Situated on high ground above the Potomac 
River, the house appears to date from the early nineteenth century and 
was the residence of the operater of Hawling's Ferry after 1816 and 
Spinksls Ferry between 1830 and about 1850 when the ferry ceased to 
operate. The house is one of Only two known buildings associated with 
the six ferries that operated on the Potomac River bordering Loudoun 
County during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Although locally 
known as Clapham's Ferry, the house was not the residence of Josiah 
Clapham who hstablished the original ferry at the site around 1757. 
Built of local red sandstone, the two-story house has interior end brick 
chimneys, a corbeled brick cornice, stone lintels over windows that are 
cut to resemble flared jack arches with keystones, and a four-light 
rectangular transom over the front entrance. A two-story stone service 
wing with an exterior end stone chimney was added at a later date. 
Situated to the rear of the house is a gable-roofed frame meat house and 
a detached log and weatherboarded kitchen with a massive exterior end 
stone chimney. Across the old ferry road from the house is a large late- 
nineteenth-century frame barn with vertical siding, louvered fan vents, 
and a central cupola. 
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Three vernacular log houses, probably dating from the early to mid- 
nineteenth century, are among the few remaining log houses of the period 
in the district. All three houses are located near each other in the 
central western section of the district. The Brown-Gustafson house 
(#252),and the Williams-Mayr house (#253), both built on tracts of the 
subdivided William Brown farm after 1837, and the Heater farmhouse 
(#487), which is now a part of the Glaydin School property, are 
reasonably well-preserved examples of local log architecture. All three 
two-story houses possess V-notched corners, stone foundations, and either 
central or exterior end stone or brick chimneys. Each house also 
displays evidence that it was constructed in at least two sections. Such 
log houses are difficult to establish dates of construction; however, two 
of the houses are indicated on the Yardley Taylor Map of Loudoun County 
published in 1853. 

A well-preserved collection of early-nineteenth-century domestic 
outbuildings and a large brick and frame bank barn are seen at Rock Hill 
Farm (#72) on Route 661. Although the original brick dwelling burned and 
was rebuilt in the 1930s, the detached 1 1/2-story brick kitchen/slave 
quarters and brick smokehouse with ventilators, a sawtooth cornice, and 
an attached brick privy all survive. Few such collections of 
outbuildings from the period are extant in the district today. 

During the second quarter of the nineteenth century the Greek Revival and 
Italian Villa architectural styles influenced a few select dwellings in 
the district. They include: Kenslee Hill (#274); Arcadia (#396); 
Springwood (#20) -- all located along Route 15; and the most 
distinguished house in the district -- Morven Park (#15). 
Kenslee Hill, located on a hill in the northern extent of the district, 
is a two-story, Flemish-bond brick, I house with later flanking frame 
additions. Built in 1839 for Samuel Dawson (a dated brick is seen above 
the entrance), the house shows Greek Revival influence in the tall and 
wide window openings with simple trim and the patternbook-derived 
entrance treatment which includes deeply recessed paneled reveals, Doric 
colonnettes flanking the door and sidelights, and a wide five-light 
rectangular transom. Located near the house are a log smokehouse, 1 1/2- 
story brick kitchen/slave quarters, a stone and log outbuilding of 
unknown original use, three large frame and stone barns, and a two-story, 
early-nineteenth-century, brick tenant house with a sawtooth cornice. 
The 1853 Yardley Taylor Map of Loudoun County indicates the existence of 
Noland's Ferry Post Office at or near Kenslee Hill; however, the post 
office was abandoned a year later due to the proximity of another post 
office across the Potomac in Maryland. 

Arcadia is a two-story, frame and weatherboarded dwelling with an earlier 
frame service wing attached to the south. Basically a Federal-style 
house with its side-passage plan and elegant elliptical fanlight over the 
front entrance, the building also displays Greek Revival influence as 
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noted in its front-gable orientation and two-story pedimented portico. 
Originally the site of an earlier nineteenth-century house, Cephas 
Hempstone acquired the property in 1836 and is believed to have built the 
present house. He used a section of the earlier house as a service wing 
of the new house. Arcadia is also notable for its picturesque setting. 
The house is situated atop a hill overlooking a large spring surrounded 
by willow trees with a stone springhouse to one side. 

In 1795 Burgess Ball, first cousin of George Washington, purchased a 247- 
acre tract in northern Loudoun which included the Big Spring, the lzrgest 
limestone spring in the county. His grandson, George Washington Ball, 
erected an Itallian Villa-style house on the property between 1840 and 
1850 and called it Springwood. An 1866 photograph, taken of the building 
when it was used as the Ball residence and ladies' boarding school, shows 
an irregular-shaped stuccoed brick structure with a heavy bracketed 
cornice, rusticated stone quoins, shallow hipped roof, tall corbeled 
brick chimneys, paired windows, and projecting bays. After 1871 the 
property changed hands many times and a Second Empire-style mansard roof 
was added to the house and a porch was extended across the front and 
north side. The house has undergone few modern changes despite its 
current use as a psychiatric retreat center. 

One of Vifginia's most impressive country seats, Morven Park 
(individually listed on the National Register in 1975) was the home of 
Westmoreland Davis, governor of Virginia from 1918 to 1922. The estate's 
focal point is a sprawling Greek Revival mansion dramatically set against 
the base of the southern end of the Catoctin Mountain range. The house 
is significant for its evolutionary development; it grew from a small 
late-eighteenth- or early-nineteenth-century fieldstone cottage to its 
present appearance through a series of alterations extending over a one- 
hundred-year period reflecting the changing tastes and status of its 
various owners. In 1808 Judge Thomas Swann purchased the 262-acre estate 
and considerably enlarged the simple stone house already on the property. 
By 1840 the farm had expanded to 1400 acres and was owned by Thomas 
Swann, Jr. of Baltimore. Distinguished in public affairs, Thomas Swann 
served as mayor of Baltimore, governor of Maryland, a United States 
congressman, as well as president of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
Following tiis inheritance of Morven Park, he commissioned the Baltimore 
architectural firm of Lind and Murdock to remodel the house into a 
grandiose combination of Greek Revival and Italian Villa styles. An 1851 
perspective rendering of the proposed remodeling in the possession of one 
of Swann's descendants shows a five-part, two-story stuccoed building 
with a massive tetrastyle Greek Doric pedimented portico and four tall 
towers embellished with Italianate features. Although the towers were 
never built, the house was remodeled essentially as planned. The house 
was again enlarged following its acquisition by Westmoreland Davis in 
1903. Morven Park is now operated as a museum complex by the 
Westmoreland Davis Foundation. Vistors today can tour the house and 














































































