


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent - deteriorated _1(_ unaltered X original site 
- good -ruins - altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

Summary Description 

Janelia is a 3 1/2 - story country house in "modified Normandy 
15 manor style, constructed of reinforced concrete faced with brick. 

The house is set amid formally landscaped grounds, near the center of 
a 281 acre farm, at the end of a gravel lane leading north from VA 
Route 7. Virtually unaltered, Janelia is a 20th century period house 
of irregular plan with multiple extensions each with a separate 
steeply pitched hipped roof. The house is set on poured concrete 
foundations. Its brick veneered walls are painted white. Windows are 
multipaned casements flanked with board and batten shutters. Most 
first floor openings are French doors. The exterior is made notable 
by the combination of angles formed by the multiple extensions from 
the main block, the repeated diagonals of the various faces of the 
hipped roofs, the verticals of half a dozen tall freestanding chimneys 
and the horizontal accent of a stone belt course at the sills of the 
second floor openings. The roofing material is gray slate. The 
interior of the house has a finished basement, two main floors and a 
finished attic. All main features, trim, flooring, plumbing and 
heating fixtures are original. Historic resources in the nominated 
area include two contributing buildings (the house and garage with 
quarters above); one contributing structure (the original swimming 
pool) and one noncontributing building (a modular house of recent 
vintage for tenant farmers). These resources stand on landscaped 
grounds set among open fields with broad vistas interrupted by 
multiple tree lines and extending across the Potomac River to 
Sugarloaf Mountain in Maryland. 

Architectural Analysis 

Janelia is set approximatley 1/4 mile north of VA Route 7, about 
six miles east of Leesburg near the rural village of Ashburn in 
Loudoun County, Va. The house is situated near the center of 281 
acres of farmland, and is designed to allow the occupants broad vistas 
over the Virginia countryside in all directions. The setting of the 
house is a significant design feature. Important is the north view 
which overlooks the nearby Potomac River and extends to Sugarloaf 
Mountain rising in the distance. 

Immediately surrounding the house are formal gardens which have 
now grown to the point that the garden arrangement is somewhat 
difficult to recognize. Large yews and boxwoods predominate, 
separated by grassy walkways leading to beds once used to grow and 
propagate lilies. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period 
l L ~ u i t l . ~ : /  pL 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below . (~5&bt.ltc~&A ~ . L L  (ixc)~. 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -community planning landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law - science r / ~ ?  187 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X architecture -education military f social1 
- 1700-1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- 1800-1699 - commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
X 1900- - communications - industry - politics/government -transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1935-36 Buil*erlArchiteCt Philip L. Smith & Vinton L. Pickens 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Meets Criteria A,C 

Statement of Significance 

Designed by architect Philip Smith of Smith and Walker of Boston 
and completed in 1936, Janelia is significant as one of Virginia's 
last representatives of the country house ideal fostered in England 
and which spread to America in the late 19th century. The economic 
conditions of the 1930s, and World War I1 following, brought to an end 
for most of America the era of genteel country living with live-in 
servants on large estates. Janelia contains all the essential 
ingredients for a proper country place--a sprawling manor house, 
service building, formal gardens, and a pastoral landscape setting 
with calculated scenic vistas. Situated on a corner of Coton, a 
former Lee family plantation, Janelia was the creation of Vinton L. 
Pickens, a professional artist and civic leader, and her husband, 
correspondent and author Robert S. Pickens. Architecturally, the 
house is a blend of the Normandy Manor style popular for estates in 
the 1920s, and the modernistic tenets of the 1930s. The architect, 
following the specific instructions of Mrs. Pickens, avoided any 
reference to the Georgian style then so widely favored in Virginia. 
Mrs. Pickens took a direct hand in the design of the interior, the 
highlight of which is an elegant, highly refined stairhall. Having 
been occupied only by the Pickens' to the present, the house is 
remarkably unchanged, making it a document of the affluent life style 
and social tastes of the 1930s. Since it was more fashionable in 
Northern Virginia to restore old farmhouses for rural retreats than to 
build new dwellings, houses such as Janelia in the countryside west of 
the nation's capital are rare and deserve high priority for 
preservation. 

Background 

In 1934, while living in Switzerland, Robert S. and Vinton L. 
Pickens made the decision to buy land to protect themselves from the 
devaluation of cash and other investments. They returned to America 
and purchased 289 acres of Loudoun County farmland from Mr. and Mrs. 
Warner Snider. The purchase was the eastern tip of the Snider land. 
Historically it was part of Coton, the estate of Thomas Ludwell Lee. 

(See Continuation Sheet #6) 
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10. Geographical Data 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion (See Continuation Sheet # 8 )  

List  a l l  s tates and count ies for  propert ies overlapping s ta te  or county boundaries 

state N/ A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/ A code 

- 1 I. Form Prepared By 

nameltltie Paula Stoner Reed 

organization Preservation Associates, Inc. date April 29, 1986 

street a number 207 S. Potomac Street telephone (301)791-7880 

cltv or town Hazers town. state Maryland 21740 - 
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national A. state - local 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nat~ nal Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Na t lona Park Sew e. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

/ H. Bryan Mitchell, Director 
Division of Historic Landmarks date December 3 .  1986 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that thls property is included In the National Register 

. date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: d n t ~  

Chief of Registration 
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The house  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  T-shaped w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o j e c t i o n s ,  s o  
a l l  main rooms have  prominent  v iews  of  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y s i d e .  
A t  g r a d e  l e v e l ,  a  w a t e r  t a b l e  of c o n c r e t e  e x t e n d s  a round t h e  e x t e r i o r  
of t h e  h o u s e .  The b r i c k  v e n e e r  fo rming  t h e  e x t e r i o r  s u r f a c e  of t h e  
w a l l s  was p a i n t e d  w h i t e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p a i n t  h a s  p a r t i a l l y  wea the red  
o f f .  E x t e r i o r  o r n a m e n t a l  f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  c u t  s t o n e  b e l t  c o u r s e  
e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  house  a t  t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  second s t o r y  windows, and 
b r i c k  q u o i n s  on p r o j e c t i o n s  on t h e  w e s t  and s o u t h  e l e v a t i o n s .  B r i c k  
c o r b e l i n g  f i n i s h e s  t h e  e a v e s .  A l l  windows a r e  topped  w i t h  j a c k  a r c h e s  
e x c e p t  f o r  t h o s e  which e x t e n d  above t h e  r o o f  l i n e ;  t h e y  have  segmen ta l  
a r c h e s  of  b r i c k .  

The w a l l s  a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  of  r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  w i t h  s t e e l  beams 
f o r  t h e  f l o o r i n g  sys t em.  The f i n i s h e d  f l o o r s  a r e  l a i d  o v e r  poured 
c o n c r e t e  pads .  The r o o f  t r u s s i n g  sys t em i s  of 2" x  6" and 2" x  8" 
wood f r aming  s u p p o r t i n g  a  f i n i s h e d  s u r f a c e  of  s l a t e .  

Ex tend ing  t o  t h e  ex t r eme  n o r t h  end of t h e  h o u s e  i s  a  f l a t  r o o f e d  
one s t o r y  s e r v i c e  s e c t i o n  w i t h  a  d e c k  on t o p .  The deck  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  
from t h e  n o r t h w e s t  bedroom on t h e  second f l o o r .  Deep p o r c h e s  a r e  
i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  main b l o c k  of t h e  h o u s e  a t  t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  o f f  
t h e  p a r l o r  and o f f  t h e  k i t c h e n .  Although d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  open ,  M r .  & 
Mrs. P i c k e n s  had t h e  p o r c h e s  s c r e e n e d  l a t e r .  Above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
porch  o f f  t h e  p a r l o r  i s  a  s l e e p i n g  p o r c h ,  p a r t i a l l y  e n c l o s e d .  The 
open a r e a s  of t h e  po rch  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  by b r i c k  p i e r s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  
s t o n e  c o r b e l s .  

The house  h a s  s i x  b r i c k  chimneys,  p l a c e d  a t  random. They a r e  
n o t a b l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of  t h i s  h o u s e  made prominent  by t h e i r  
h e i g h t  and t h e i r  numbers.  Only f o u r  of t h e s e  chimneys a r e  founded i n  
t h e  basement .  The o t h e r  two b e g i n  a t  t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l  and a r e  
s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  s t e e l  and c o n c r e t e  f l o o r i n g  sys t em.  

The main e n t r a n c e  i s  l o c a t e d  toward t h e  s o u t h  end of t h e  wes t  
f a c a d e  and i s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  a  smooth c u t  s t o n e  s u r r o u n d  and s i l l .  
T h i s  s t o n e  t r i m  c o n s i s t s  of  p l a i n  p i l a s t e r s  f l a n k i n g  t h e  d o o r  and a  
s i m p l e  e n t a b l a t u r e .  The d o o r  i s  m a s s i v e ,  and s l i g h t l y  r e c e s s e d .  I t  
h a s  no  s i d e l i g h t s  o r  t ransom. Also i n  t h e  wes t  e l e v a t i o n  i s  a  s e r v i c e  
e n t r a n c e  w i t h  a  f o u r  l i g h t  t ransom. I t  opens  i n t o  a  h a l l w a y  l e a d i n g  
t o  t h e  p a n t r y ,  l a u n d r y  and k i t c h e n .  A b r i c k  pathway l a i d  i n  r e g u l a r  
s t r e t c h e r  c o u r s e s  l e a d s  from t h e  dr iveway t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  e n t r a n c e .  
One o t h e r  doorway opens  i n t o  t h e  l a u n d r y  room i n  t h e  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n .  
O the r  open ings  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  a r e  French  d o o r s  which l e a d  o n t o  
p o r c h e s  r e c e s s e d  i n t o  t h e  main b l o c k  of  t h e  house  on t h e  e a s t  and 
s o u t h  e l e v a t i o n s .  

( S e e  C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  # 2 )  



NPS Form l D W O I  
Re1 

018 Ho. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
E x p i r e s  1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
JANELIA, LOUDOUN COUNTY, VA 

Cont~nuat~on sheet #2 Item number Page .Z 

Windows a r e  casemen t s  w i t h  b r o n z e  o r  wood m u n t i n s ,  depending  upon 
t h e i r  l o c a t i o n .  Windows a t  t h e  two main f l o o r s  a r e  f l a n k e d  w i t h  boa rd  
and b a t t e n  s h u t t e r s .  One of  t h e  most p rominen t  windows i s  l o c a t e d  
d i r e c t l y  above t h e  main e n t r a n c e  and l i g h t s  t h e  s t a i r  and e n t r a n c e  
h a l l .  I t  e x t e n d s  upward from t h e  t o p  of  t h e  doorway t o  p i e r c e  t h e  
roo f  l i n e  w i t h  i t s  s e g m e n t a l l y  a r c h e d  t o p .  

The roo f  i s  p i e r c e d  a t  i r r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  w i t h  dormer windows a t  
a l l  e l e v a t i o n s .  The do rmers ,  h o l d i n g  casement  windows a r e  framed w i t h  
wood and have  s e g m e n t a l l y  a r c h e d  t o p s  r o o f e d  w i t h  l e a d  c o a t e d  c o p p e r .  
The s i d e s  a r e  s h e a t h e d  w i t h  s l a t e .  

I n t e r i o r  

The main e n t r a n c e  opens  i n t o  a n  e n t r a n c e  and r e c e p t i o n  h a l l  
f l o o r e d  w i t h  h a r d  r u b b e r  t i l e s  which c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l e  m a r b l e .  The 
t i l e s ,  i n s t a l l e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  1930s a r e  
no l o n g e r  made. The main f e a t u r e  of  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  i s  t h e  c u r v e d  
s t a i r c a s e  which l e a d s  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  The s t a i r  r i s e s  a l o n g  t h e  
s o u t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  room, t h e n  c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  a  l a n d i n g  a l o n g  t h e  wes t  
w a l l  and r i s e s  a g a i n  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l .  The s t a i r  i s  e m b e l l i s h e d  
w i t h  a n  i r o n  h a n d r a i l  w i t h  a  p o l i s h e d  b r a s s  c h a n n e l .  B a l u s t e r s  of 
i r o n ,  3/4" i n  d i a m e t e r ,  a l t e r n a t e  w i t h  t a p e r e d  i r o n  b a l u s t e r s  w i t h  
p o l i s h e d  b r a s s  t r i m  a t  t o p ,  c e n t e r  and bot tom.  Newels a r e  of p o l i s h e d  
b r a s s .  Cen te red  i n  t h e  s t a i r  r a i l i n g  a l o n g  t h e  l a n d i n g  i s  a  wrought  
i r o n  and p o l i s h e d  b r a s s  c a r t o u c h e  c o n s i s t i n g  of  an u r n  f l a n k e d  by " S "  
s c r o l l s .  The s t a i r  l a n d i n g  s p a n s  t h e  f o y e r  and e n t r a n c e s  t o  t h e  
basement and t o  a  powder room. These  two e n t r a n c e s  a r e  n o t a b l e  f o r  
t h e i r  wooden c u r v e d  d o o r s .  I n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  and t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
main rooms of  t h e  h o u s e ,  r a d i a t o r s  a r e  e n c l o s e d  beh ind  stamped s t e e l  
g r i l l e s  w i t h  d e c o r a t i v e  g e o m e t r i c  p i e r c i n g .  

The e n t r a n c e  h a l l  l e a d s  i n t o  a  l a r g e  p a r l o r  by way of  a  wide 
open ing  w i t h  d o u b l e  d o o r s  w i t h  molded p a n e l s .  A t  t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  o r  
e a s t  end of t h e  p a r l o r  a r e  French  d o o r s  open ing  o n t o  t h e  s c r e e n e d  
porch  and t h e  e a s t  lawn,  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  swimming p o o l .  The p a r l o r  o r  
l i v i n g  room measures  1 8 '  x  24'  and h a s  a s  i t s  f o c a l  p o i n t  a  l a r g e  
f i r e p l a c e  w i t h  a  mass ive  marb le  m a n t e l p i e c e .  The f r o n t  of  t h e  f i r e b o x  
i s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  B e l g i a n  b l a c k  marb le  and  t h e  c o n s o l e s ,  f r i e z e  and 
man te l  s h e l f  o f  T a v e r n e l l e  F l e u r i  m a r b l e .  The f i r e b o x  h a s  a  c a s t  i r o n  
back  and s i d e s .  The w a l l s  and c o r n i c e  a r e  p l a s t e r e d .  Bookcases l i n e  
t h e  west w a l l  and molded wood p a n e l i n g  and d e n t i l s  e m b e l l i s h  t h e  

( S e e  C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  # 3 )  
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chimney w a l l .  The f l o o r  i s  of  random w i d t h  4" and wide r  w h i t e  
q u a r t e r e d  oak 1 3/16'' t h i c k .  According t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ' s  p l a n s ,  
which a r e  p a r t  of  t h i s  nominat ion  package ,  i t  i s  "of sound wormy g r a d e  
as manufac tured  by t h e  Wood Mosaic Co. of  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky." I t  i s  l a i d  
on an  u n d e r f l o o r  of  p i n e .  

A c e n t r a l  c e i l i n g  f i x t u r e  showing i n f l u e n c e  of  t h e  1930s 
m o d e r n i s t i c  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s  hangs from a  m e d a l l i o n  of  c o n c e n t r i c  
c i r c l e s  which a l s o  f o l l o w s  contemporary  d e c o r a t i v e  m o t i f s .  

Toward t h e  e a s t  end of  t h e  l i v i n g  room i s  a  s e t  of  d o u b l e  d o o r s  
l i k e  t h o s e  l e a d i n g  from t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  which open i n t o  t h e  d i n i n g  
room. Two s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  d i n i n g  room a r e  t h e  l a r g e  g l a s s  
window w i t h  a  n o r t h  view of t r e e s  l i n i n g  t h e  Potomac R i v e r  and 
Sugar loa f  Mountain,  and t h e  marble  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l .  The 
window a s  shown on t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n s  c o n s i s t s  of  a  s t e e l  s a s h  and 
frame and p l a t e  g l a s s .  Two of  t h e  g l a s s  p a n e l s  open o u t  l i k e  French  
d o o r s  o n t o  t h e  lawn. The f i r e p l a c e  i s  f a c e d  w i t h  B e l g i a n  b l a c k  marb le  
w i t h  a  molded wood s u r r o u n d  and man te l  s h e l f  trimmed w i t h  d e n t i l s .  On 
e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  a r e  F rench  d o o r s .  A c h a n d e l i e r  hangs 
from a  s i m p l e  m e d a l l i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  of  two c o n c e n t r i c  c i r c l e s ,  a  
m o d e r n i s t i c  f e a t u r e .  I n  t h e  wes t  w a l l  of  t h e  d i n i n g  room i s  a  doorway 
open ing  i n t o  a  s e r v i c e  c o r r i d o r .  The c o r r i d o r  l e a d s  t o  two o f f i c e s  
and back  t o  t h e  main e n t r a n c e  h a l l .  I n  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  ( n o r t h )  i t  
l e a d s  th rough  a  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n ,  t h rough  a  p a n t r y  and i n t o  t h e  
k i t c h e n .  I n  t h e  s e r v i n g  s t a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  a  l i n e n  c l o s e t ,  a  broom 
c l o s e t  and b a s e  c a b i n e t s  w i t h  c o u n t e r  t o p s  and s h e l v i n g  above.  

The k i t c h e n  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c a b i n e t s  and cupboard  and d rawer  
b a s e s .  They a r e  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  w a l l s  and a t t a c h  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g  
f i n i s h e d  w i t h  a  coved p l a s t e r  s u r f a c e .  Doors and d r a w e r s  a r e  f l u s h  
pane led  w i t h  chrome knobs and p u l l s .  The s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l  d o u b l e  bowl 
s i n k  i s  o r i g i n a l .  With t h e s e  f i n i s h e s ,  t h e  e n t i r e  k i t c h e n  h a s  a  v e r y  
m o d e r n i s t i c  a p p e a r a n c e  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  1930s d e s i g n .  The f l o o r  i s  
f i n i s h e d  w i t h  r u b b e r  t i l e s  w i t h  nar row banding  a l o n g  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  i n  
c o n t r a s t i n g  c o l o r .  The w a l l s  and c e i l i n g  and cupboards  a r e  p a i n t e d  
w i t h  s e m i g l o s s  p a i n t  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  m o d e r n i s t i c  d e s i g n  theme. 

Al so  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  wing i s  a  summer k i t c h e n  under  a  po rch  a t  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  c o r i e r  of  t h e  h o u s e ,  a  l a u n d r y ,  a  s t o r a g e  room o r  p a n t r y  and 
a  s e r v i c e  bathroom. 

Immediately t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  k i t c h e n  i s  t h e  s e r v i c e  s t a i r c a s e  
b u i l t  of s t e e l  w i t h  g r a n o l i t h i c  t r e a d s  and l a n d i n g s  and wood 

(See  C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  #4 )  
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h a n d r a i l s .  I t  extends  from t h e  basement t o  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r ,  u n l i k e  
t h e  main s t a i r  which r i s e s  only t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  

The two o f f i c e s  a r e  l oca t ed  sou th  of t he  s e r v i c e  s t a i r ,  between 
i t  and the  main h a l l .  The l a r g e r  o f f i c e  has  a  f i r e p l a c e  wi th  a  b r i c k  
h e a r t h .  Bookshelves a r e  b u i l t  a long t h e  e a s t  w a l l .  The smal le r  
o f f i c e  i s  a  p l a i n e r  room i n  t h e  end of t h e  c o r r i d o r  l ead ing  from t h e  
d in ing  room. 

Other f e a t u r e s  of n o t e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p e d e s t a l  s i n k  and t o i l e t  i n  t h e  powder room. Both have molded 
po rce l a in  s u r f a c e s ,  one of t h e  many modern is t i c  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  house.  

A t  t he  second f l o o r ,  t he  main s t a i r  l e a d s  i n t o  a  long c o r r i d o r  
extending the  width of t h e  house west  t o  e a s t .  I t  provides  acces s  t o  
t h r e e  bedrooms and a  s l eep ing  p2rch and t o  another  passageway l ead ing  
northward t o  two more bedrooms and t h e  s e r v i c e  s t a i r .  Each of t h e  
f i v e  bedrooms has  i t s  own f i r e p l a c e  and t h r e e  of them have t h e i r  own 
bathrooms. The master  bedroom, loca t ed  above t h e  d i n i n g  room has  
windows t o  t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t ,  considered prime views. The f i r e p l a c e  
i n  t h i s  room has  a  verde an t ique  marble h e a r t h  and t r i m .  The f i r e b o x  
has  a  marble surround and the  n e o c l a s s i c a l  whi te  marble mantel has  
round and ova l  verde a n t i q u e  marble i n l a y s .  The bathroom c o n t a i n s  
o r i g i n a l  f i x t u r e s  i nc lud ing  a  b i d e t .  The s i n k  has  po l i shed  chrome 
l e g s  wi th  molded bands and tapered form. 

Throughout t h e  second f l o o r ,  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  and 
have coved c o r n i c e s .  A l l  of t h e  bedrooms have wood f l o o r s ,  t h e  
c o r r i d o r s  have rubber  t i l e  f l o o r s  and t h e  s l eep ing  porch a t  t h e  
extreme e a s t  end has  a  t e r r a z z o  f l o o r  and a  s tuccoed c e i l i n g ;  
bathrooms have l inoleum f l o o r s .  In  t h e  n o r t h  passage i s  an a lcove  i n  
t he  wal l  f o r  a  t e lephone ,  a  l i n e n  c l o s e t  and a  wood c l o s e t  wi th  metal  
l i n e d  w a l l s .  

The t h i r d  f l o o r  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  only by t h e  s e r v i c e  s t a i r .  I t  
con ta ins  fou r  bedrooms, in tended f o r  s e r v a n t s ,  one l a r g e  b a t h  and a  
l a r g e  s t o r a g e  room. A l l  f l o o r s  i n  t h e  a t t i c  a r e  of mas t ic  t i l e  except 
f o r  t h e  bathroom which has  a  linoleum f l o o r .  Walls a r e  p l a s t e r e d  and 
embell ished wi th  wooden c h a i r  r a i l .  Along t h e  passageway a r e  s e v e r a l  
c l o s e t s  i nc lud ing  a  l a r g e  cedar  l i n e d  c l o s e t  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  s t o r a g e  
room. 

The basement of J a n e l i a  houses t h e  u t i l i t i e s  and a  l a r g e  l i b r a r y  
. d i r e c t l y  beneath t he  l i v i n g  room. There i s  a l s o  a  maid 's  r e c r e a t i o n  

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #5)  
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room and a servant's room, as well as three storage rooms. The 
library has bookcases at all elevations and a fireplace centered in 
its north wall. The chimney wall is covered with knotty pine 
paneling. A wood bolection molding surrounds the fireplace which is 
brick with a brick hearth. The floor surface is mastic tile. The 
library is reached by a hallway from the main staircase. 

Notable features of the basement include the original oil furnace 
and heating system and hot water heater. There is also a large walk- 
in refrigerator with wooden doors. 

Another important element of the house is the telecommunications 
system with annunciators in all major rooms. 

Janelia is in excellent condition although its original systems 
and finishes are aging. It is remarkable for its inte rity of design + and workmanship as evidenced i>y the original architect s plans and 
elevations which are in possession of the owner. 
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Philip Smith of Smith and Walker Architects in Boston, a long 
time friend had helped to choose the site and was asked to design the 
house. In the words of Mrs. Pickens who still resides in the house, 
"in the style of architecture Phil had carte blanche except for one 
prohibition. The house must not be Georgian. It would be too close 
to too many fine examples of the real thing and even more adaptations 
and copies.'' The result was what Philip Smith called modernistic 
based on Norman. Mrs. Pickens related that Philip Smith loved France 
and its architecture had distinct influence on his work. 

Philip Smith was born in 1890, graduated from Harvard in 1911 and 
was a partner in the firm of Smith and Walker of Boston, Mass. 
Janelia was his only Virginia commission and his only building outside 
of the Northeast. It is listed in AIA biographical files among his 
principal buildings. Smith designed primarily residential and 
commercial buildings in New England. Other principal buildings listed 
in AIA files for Philip Smith were the 5 Savings Bank, Salem, Mass., 
1913; Salem re bull din^, and Trust Housing, Salem, Mass., 1914; 
Tabernacle Church, Salem, Mass., 1923; Holyoke Institute Building, 
Salem, 1936; and the Parish House, Wareham, Mass., 1954. 

Much of the 289 acres of Janelia was farmed and used for horse 
and dog breeding. The farm, however, was primarily a pastime for the 
Pickenses. Robert S. Pickens was a writer and Washington 
correspondent for the Associated Press. His book, Storm Clouds Over 
A*, published in 1934 dealt with contemporary international 
relations in the Pacific area. Mrs. Pickens, a professional artist 
has had her work shown in Paris, New York, and Washington and remains 
affiliated with Washington's Touchstone Gallery. 

Mrs. pickens' many civic activities add significance to Janelia 
She was chairman of the first planning commission in Loudoun County, 
organized in 1941. Under her leadership a zoning ordinance was 
enacted in 1942 making Loudoun the first completely rural county in 
the United States to be zoned throughout. She served on the 
commission until 1961. 

Janelia, named for the Pickens' daughters, Jane and Cornelia, is 
significant for its unaltered condition representing an aspect of 
early 20th- century social history at a time when the Great Depression 
brought about a major change in the attitudes and life styles of 
affluent Americans. Furthermore, the house and grounds illustrate a 
relationship between architect and client and the molding of ideals 

(See Continuation Sheet #7) 
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for a country estate into a specific entity. The concept of the grand 
house with a calculated setting amid acres of farmland and designed to 
take advantage of pastoral views is clearly represented.with Janelia. 
Finally, the fact that Janelia remains essentially unchanged makes it 
an excellent example of period construction and allows for study of 
systems, materials, and technology associated with construction and 
domestic life of the 1930s. 
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Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The nominated a c r e a g e  f o r  J a n e l i a  farm i s  t h e  same a s  t h a t  which 
was g r a n t e d  f o r  a  s c e n i c  easement  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Landmarks 
Commission. T h e n o m i n a t e d a r e a  p r o v i d e s  t h e  p a s t o r a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  
manor house  and i t s  immediate  l andscaped  g rounds .  Although t h e  
nominated l a n d  i s  o n l y  a  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  J a n e l i a  f a r m ,  t h e  
a c r e a g e  does  convey t h e  s e n s e  of  a  r u r a l  e s t a t e  and d o e s  p r e s e r v e  t h e  
v i s t a s  i n t e n d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e s i g n  of t h e  house .  

Verbal Boundary Description 

See Exhibit C - - Description of the Home Lot 




