7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X excellent — deteriorated . unaltered _4&  original site

___good ———tyins X artered ___moved date 1822-23 -~ Main House
—._tair ___ unexposed c. 1805 == Cottage

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

Monroe's Lowdoun County property is situated along Little River, s tributary
of Goose Creek which empties into the Potomsc River to the north, The site is charac~
terized by gently rolling land that is bounded on the west by the Elue Ridge Mountains,
on the south by the Bull Run Mountains, and on the northeast by the Catoctin Mountains,
When it was purchased in 1794, the tract itself was adjacent to major colonial roads:
the Colchester Road and Braddook's Road ruming westward into the interior of Virginia,
and the Carolina Road, originally an Indian Tralil running south from New York to the
southern colonies. Although the routes underwent seme minor realigrment, Ly the time
of Monroe's occupancy of the property, the tract was accessible from the Distriect of
Columbia via the adjacent Little River Turnpike (State Route 236, U.S. Route 50) which
led from Alexandria west toward the interior, and from the re-routed Carolina Road or
Leesburg-Aldie Turnpike (U.S.Route 15) that ran north to Leesburg where it connected
with the Leesburg Pike (State Route 7) to Georgetosm and Alexandria.

Monroe's tract of over 2000 acres lay along Little River, just above Aldie,
About half the land lay on the west side of the river anmd ran back to the foothills of
the Elue Ridge. The other half, which most closely parallels the river, lay sast of
the river, and today roughly corresponds with the Oak Hill Farm's main tract. Mom'c)f's
acreage is best illustrated Ly a plat drawn for him on May 25, 1818 by Mark Hornsey.
The only land that Momroe acquired subsequently was & ten-acre parcel whose location
is unclear, and a 215-acre parcel located at the northeast corner of his ariginal tract,

The main house is situated on & rise that is just south of a bend in Little
River, and that permits long views primarily to the north:and south. The majority of
the other buildings are loecated in clusters to the west of the house, A few remain-
ing structures are scattered to the south, and a small cluster of buildings stands
north of the river on the Nerth Farm, Many of the meadows and fields are delineated
by trees and shrubbery., Trees arse concentrated also along the meander of the »iver,
and are grouped around the main house as well as its driveway, The current owners,
like all the previous occupants, still use the property as a werking farm.

The extant structures which remain from the pericd of the property’s aassocci-
ation with Monroe are the main house, the earlier cottage, the smokehouse, springhouse,
blacksmith's shop, and possibly the Brick House, the square bern near the dwellings,
and the stone Stallion Bern, In sddition to the standing structures, there are seversl
sites assoclated with Monroe. However the location of these sites is knewn only ap-
proximately, and their integrity has not been substantiated: the site of Mrs, Mon-
roe’s vault, the site of a structure showm on the 1818 map as located on what is now
called the North Farm, three similar sites illustrated on the 1818 map at the north-
west corner of Routes 15 and 50, two sites which may have been merely open shelters
for farm equipment or livesitock that are indicated in the mid-area of the 1818 map,
Monroe's daughter's grave, and possibly a mill site at the juncture of a branch of
Little River. The source for the mill site that is still associated with Cak Hill
Farm is @ map published in 1853.2 This mill was not the earliest mill on the property,
and et this time it is not clear whether it was associated with Momroe himself or with
the occupancy of his daughter and her husband, The sarlier mill was located on the
part of Monroe's land that his son-in-law sold in 1846-47 to the Guliek Family. (‘I'hn.t3
Grist and Saw Mill apparemtly was operating bty 1817, and it appears on the 1818 map.)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below .

___ prehistoric  _____ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ___ landscape architecture.___ religion

—_1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic -..—. conservation — . law —__ science

——1500-1599 ____ agriculture -—_ economics ——. literature —— sculpture

___1600-1699 __ architecture __.. education -— military _ soclal/

— 17001799 ___art . _... engineering ——_ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 ..___ commerce .—— exploration/settiement _ philosophy — theater

__ 1900~ . cOmmunications —___ industry £ _politics/government ____ transportation
‘ -—— invention : ' ‘ ' — other (specify}

Specific dates 1794~1831 Builder/Architect (multiple)

Statement of Significance [in one paragraph)

Summary of S icance

. Oak Hill was the home most associated with James Monroe (1758-1831), the
£ifth President of the United States, during the peak of his politlcal career, as
well as being the place of his retirement., Last of the Revolutionary War generatlon
to hold the position of the nation's Chief Executive, James Monroe between 1816 and
1825 presided over a period of continuing struggle to define the relationship of
Federal and State governments, the tensions of emerging nationalism vs, sectlonalism,
impending growth, and the struggle to establish an identity in international relatlons,
An able administrator, Monrce is best kmown for his declaration of the Monrove Dootrine,
which has been called "the classlc definition of the U.S. role in international affairs,

At variocus times during his career, Monrce invested in a number of tracts
of real estate, but his most enduring assoeiation was with his farms in Albemarle and
Loudoun Counties, Acquired in 1794 in partnership with his uncle, Judge Joseph Jones
(1727-1805), the Loudoun farm first became Moenroe's more frequently used private resi-
dence during his service (1811-1816) as Secretsry of State and Secretary of War in
James Madison's Administration, It became Monrce's principal residence c, 1820, dur-
ing his first term.as President, when he decided to sell his Albemarle County holdings
and focus his private life on Oak Hill, Upon his retirement to Oak Hill in 1825,
Monroe perscnally attended to developing his farm there-- an ocoupation that was both
an opportunity to indulge his personal interest in agriculture, and also his princi-
pal source of income in a period of continuing financial bturdens dating from his
years of public service, Although deteriorating health dictated Monroe's removal to
New York City in 1830, Oak Hill remained the only residence he owned, and the place
of considerable personal attachment, at the time of his death in 1831,

Monrce's Politicel Caresr

Born in the Tidewater region of Virginia, in Westmoreland County, Monroe
received an education at Parson Archibald Campbell's private school and at the College
of William and Mayy.? 1In 1776, at eighteen years of age, Monrce left William and
Mary, enlisted in the Continental Army, perticipated in seversl battles, and was pro-
moted to aide to the Earl of Stirling. Unable to secure & position in the line of
command, Monrce followed the advice of his maternal uncle, the influential Judge
Joseph Jones, and in 1780 formed a connection as a student of law with Thomas Jeaffer-
son, then Governor of Virginia. Both men were instrumental to Monroe's career:

Judge Jones as advisor, friend, and "parent” to the nephew whose parents had died
early,} and Thomas Jefferson as friend, mentor, and political colleague.
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In addition to the sites listed above, whose locatlions are roughly known,
there is the potential for sites of other structures which are mentioned in Momroe's
papers but whose locations are wholly uninown., The structures mentioned in papers
dating from 1818 may possibly correapend with the unidentified buildings on the 1818
map, In the spring of 1818 the Loudoun farm contained, in addition to the ?.’m cot-
tage, "the house, near the orchard, beyond the wood, in which Ellis lived,** and "the
house where Peter the Carpsnter is.”? The house near the orchard may or may not be
“the other house" mentioned that same spring as being enlarged by construction of an
“addition" and prepared "for lodgings for servants.”’ That spring Monroe had his es-
tate manager, William Benton, undertake considerable improvements to existing build-
ings, as evidenced by specific references as well as references to the shipping of
materials such as shingles, paint, glass, and plaister,” The reference to Peter the
Carpenter's house speaks of “finishing” that house, which may mean completing construc-
tion or upgrading the interior surfaces,

However, some of the buildings mentioned in Monroe's papers after 1818 could
not correspond to the structures shown on the 1518 map, and in these cases no informa-
tion is presently available about their sites, In 1821 Morroe had Benton proceed with
repairingatwo wagons, "as the buildings you are making will always keep them under
shelter."” The farm also contained open-sided structures of a less permanent nature,
as indicated by a reference in 1822 to farm machinery and grain which would be shel-
tered "under straw covers, or roofs, fixed, temporarily on posts."? By June 1825 Mon-
roe was expanding his facilities:

J. Coburn is building a barn on the other side fof/ Little River, &
is very industrious, J, Gambill is making a& threshing mechine, which
will be put in the barn, and both will be finished, in a few weeks,
J,C. will then oomenef the distillery, in fact we are making every
exertion in ocur power. 0

By 1829 the property also contained r greenhouse, largely managed during Monroe's re-
tirement by his daughter, Eliza Hay.l! One other note on structures should be made,
Correspondence reveals that sometime beatween 1820 and 1822 William Benton built a house
for his own accomodation,l2 It is not clear whether this construction refers to a
tuilding on Monroe's property, or whether it refers to a house elsewhere that Benton
is known to have built for his family.

Reference should also be made to other types of features that Morroe di-
rected be made on the property. In May 1818 Morroe consulted several times with Ben-
ton, in person and by letters, on the layout of "the road to the house" and the sigze
of “the yard" which he was enclosing with fencing,l2 Regarding the rosd to the house,
Morroe wanted a gate at the entrance, then:

...when it [the road/ enters the yard fence, it should turn to the
right siowly, round the hill, so as to approach the house from the
north, pretty much as it does now, 4
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He also envisicned the road lined with “one, or two rows, of poplars."’ At the time
of these .'mpu:avmfgts there were present a garden and an orchard in the vieinity of
the main cottage.

The features listed and described helow are those for which locations are

known, either specifically oar roughly. Location is cited by numbers that carrespond
with those on the sketch maps,

Struotures that Contribute to the Propsrty's Netional Significance

1, Main House

Built in 1822-23, the new two-ani-a-half-story house on & raised btesement
was square in plan, with two flanking wings that were one story in height and one bay
in width, Constructed of rick on a stone foundation, the central block of the house
had three bays on the north side and four bays on the south side. The south side was
dominated by the giant portico (Tuscan) extending the full length of the central
block, The roof of the main block was designed as & gable, and the side walls were
carried up to a parapet linking the pair of interior end chimneys at both east and
west sides of that block., The nerth and south walls of the wings were carried up,
above the roof, as a parapet, with flat coping, that concesled the single-pitch roof
over the wings, The central block of the house still stands as Mormroe built it, but
in 1922 the one-story, one~bay wings were anla.rgfd to two staries in height and two
bays in length, with glant end porticos (Ionio).l7

The original flooxr plan is still intact, except for the opening up of the
original wings into largexr spaces which now adjoin additional rooms. Monroe's plan
on the pringipal story has the entrance, recessed from the plane of the north extexrior
wall, opening into & square hall that is interseoted on its south side by a narrower
hallway on the east-west axis, In the central block, two small rooms flank the square
hall; the west one contains the origimal stairway, which is served on each floor bty &
fireplace, The south side of the ocentral block is divided into two large fermal rooms
that open onto the partico., The wings are each presumed to have contained two small
rooms, The east-west hallway rovided access to a doorway at each end of the house,
The appraisal of Monros's persomal property after his death lists furnishings in four
second-story bedrooms, and seven rooms apparently on the principsl ato:ry.is From the
description of furnishings, the seven rooms seem to have consisted of two drawing
rooms, & dining room, a lilrary, and three bedrooms, In addition to those rooms, ref-
exence was made to an “office” which may have been located on the ground floor of the
house, and a garret, Since the 1920s enlargement, the floor plan of each of the wings
on the principal story centains a large room 03 the south side of the extended hall-
way, and two smaller rooms on the narth side,l? 1In addition, each wing now also con-
tains an extra stairway. The west partico is enclosed, while the east partico is
open, In the case of both wings, the second story is recessed from the plane of the
main block®s north and south walls, so that the central block still visually dominates
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both north and south elevations,

The house has a high degree of integrity, in spite of the alterations to the
wings, Among the principal features of the exterior are the recessed arched entrance
on the north side, and the detailing of the Tusecan portico on the south side., (FPhoto-
graphs indicate that at one time there was a pedimented entryway on the main floor
level of the end of the east wing, and a veranda at the neu:t.heast corner of the build-
ing that may have reached across the nerth side of the house. The interior of the
mein block of the house is exceptionally well preserved, Notable features include the
panelled doors, the detailing of the main foan:way's enframement, and the two marhble _
mantlepleces sent to Momroee by Lafayette. It is belleved that the paving stones in
the floor of the old kitchen ound story) had been in the White House prior to its
repair after the War of 1812,

2, The Cottage

The clapboarded, brick-filled frame structure measures three by two bays,
and stands on a stone foundation, It is entered (with the aid of a smell) deck) at
grade on the north side where it rises one and a half stories, and at grade on the
south side where access is into the stone cellar level, and where the structure ap-
pears to be two and a half stories high, The ariginal structure is rectangular, with
an interior chimney that is slightly west of center, and a gable roof.

This appears to be the dwelling that Joseph Jones, Jr., was occupying at the
time of his death in 1808, and may possibly have been built at the direction of Judge
Jones prior to his own death in 1805, It was certainly the building cccupied by Mon-
roe and his family when their visits became more frequent ¢, 1812, and was shared by
the Monroes and estate manager William Benton's family from 1817 to at least 1820,
Monroe's correspondence indicates that this building shared in the upgrading he hed
Benton do in 1818: "You will of course attend to the improvements for our accomodation
when we come up, the plaistering the house whexe wanted. the putting planks in the
kitchen loft,..."23

The main entrance (north side) with its double doer gives access to a small
entryway that leads into the east (larger) and west rooms flanking the central chim-
ney, Behind the chimney, on the south, is a stairway running to the ground floor and
to the two rooms of the garret., Muoh original or early materiazl has survived in the
interior, including the chair rail and beseboard of the east room, many beaded win-
dow and door enframements, some panelled doors, and two mantles that may date from
¢.1818+1823, On the exterior, some beaded clapboards remain, There is & two-story
porch on the dwelling's south side, with an enclosed east end; the present parch ap-
pears to have been added ¢, 1850, tut there are indications that a porch of that type
existed early.

5 ture as it stands now has three extensions that apparently were
added e. 1925| (1) a one-story, gable-roofed, clapboarded wood frame wing at the
west end, on the same axis; (2) a similar structure perpendicular to that wing on
the south, whose main story sits high on a cellar story, and (3) a small frame leanto
shed at the west end of the west wing, The two wings have interior end chimneys. The
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original structure's high degree of integrity is not visually or physically impaired
by the later wings,

3. Smokehouse

Doocumentary evidence indicates Momroe had a smokehouse on the property at
least by 1817, when his estate umggr Thomas Slaughter temporarily incarcerated his
apparently troublesome miller there, 5 Evidence in the structure itself suggests that
it could be slightly sarlier in date, Two stories high and rectangular in plan, the
structure is btrick (except for a south foundation wall) and is covered by a gable roof.
The smokehouse is presently accessible at grade at the second stary level on the narth
side, and also accessible at grade on the south side at the firat story level, The
carnice is composed of dentils made up of protruding trick headers, Ventilation in the
area of the gable field is via three diamond~patterned sets of perforations in the
brickwork of the gable ends., On the north side, a single layer of brickwark was added
€.1925 to create the blind arches across the facade. Except for this unobtrusive
change, the structure is intact and conveys its association with Momroe's peried.

4., 8 ouse

Standing one stery on the south, and a half story on the north, the earliexr
part of the springhouse is camposed of stone walls with a gable roof., Access is pos-
sible via a doorway in the south wall, and there is a square window opening on the
west and east elevations. The bullding was extended on the south side ¢.1875. The
“new" south wall is frame covered with wood latticewark, except for the siding in the
gable field, A square, shingled water tower rises from the center of the structure to
& low~piteched hip roof with a finial., The alterations were done oé 1875 by Dr., Quinby
for the gravitatiomal system of indeor plumbing that he installed, 6 While the water
tower is visually deminating, the earlier springhouse is clearly distinguishable and
contributes to the property's associative value,

5, Hlacksmith Shop

The evidence of the structure itself lends support to the tradition that this
building dates from Momroe's occupancy of Oak Hill. Built on a stone foundation, the
wood frame of this amall, one-story, rectangular structure is composed of hand-hewn
beams, now sheathed in vertical siding, The roof is a simple gable., There is one in-
terior end chimney whose large base projects well into the single room, A single
doorway provides access in the center of both east and west elevations, There is a
small window in both east and west elevations, and a smaller one in the geble field of
the north elevation, The structure is intact and clearly contributes to the propexrty's
national significance,
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6. The Stallion Barn

Tradition has sometimes associated this now deteriorated building with Mon-
roe's ownexrship of Cak Hill, though its history prior to the occupancy of Henry Fair-
fax is unclear, In Fairfax's day the structure housed his imported stud horses., Thexre
is little evidence to date this vernacular structure, though it is conceivable that it
dates from ¢,1885, The rectangular, rubble-stone building is now roofless, but the
configuration of the walls as well as a photograph published in 1913 indicate that it
had a cross-gabled roof. The bullding is composed of three bays with no stone wall
across the south (front) side of the central bay. Rough stone quoins mark the carners
of the masonry walls., There is a single window in the front elevation of the two
flanking bays, and a small window in each end wall, A central doorway provides access
from the central space to each of the end sections, The frame partition which had
divided the open front portion of the central bay from the enclosed rear portion has
collapsed, Because the date of construction is presently unclear, the structure's
contribution to the property's national significance is correspondingly unclear, Fur-
ther research is necessary to definitively establish the structure's importance. At
present its integrity is sufficient to convey aspects of its architectural character
and its association with the farm,

7. Barn

This structure consists of two large barns set adjacent to each other, with
smaller appendages, The Hast Barn of this pair is a square, wood-framed structure,
now sheathed with boards and battens, and standing on a stone foundation, The gable
roof slopes low to a height equivalent to one stary on the north and south, The prin-
cipal structural members are hand hewn, and there are early, ornamental strap hinges
on the two doors at each end of the west elevation., There 1s evidence that the prin-
cipal entrances on the east and west elevations were once large rectangular wagon en-
trances occupying the center of those elevations., The ground stories of the east,
south, and west elevations were altered by fenestration, possibly during the owner-
ship of Henry Fairfax, when the atructure served as the apple-packing barn, The
sheathing appears to date from the middle of the 19th century or the third quarter,
However, the structure itself may date from Monroe's period, ¢.1825, or possibly from
the period of his daughter, Maria H.M, Gouverneur,

Adjoining the East Barn on the west is later construction: a long, gable-
roofed, wood frame barn with leanto extensions on the north and south, all sheathed
in boards and battens, The long portion has been known as the horse barn, while the
south extension was a cow barn, The East Barn is sufficiently intact and distinet
from the later construction to contribute to the property's national significance,

8. The Briek House

The brick house facing U.S. Route 50, close to the intersection with U.S.
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DESCRIPTION
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