
Condition Check one Check one 
H excellent - deteriorated - unaltered original site 
- good - ruins A altered -moved date 1822-23 -- Main House 
A fair - unexposed C. 1803 -- Cottage 

.- -- 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Monroe's M o u n  Caunty property i a  situated along Li t t l e  River, a tributary 
of Goose &eek which empties in to  the Potcauac River t o  the north. m e  e i te  is chuac- 
terieed by gently rolling land that i n  bounded on the m e t  by the Blue Ridge kIowtoins, 
on the south by the Bull Run Mountains, and on the northeast by the Crtoctin Mountah. 
When it was purchased i n  1794, the t rac t  itself was adjacent t o  major colonial rodst 
the Colaheater Road and Bnddookss Road running westward into the interior  of Virginia, 
and the C.rdUII. Road, originally an Indian Trail mmhg south from New York t o  the 
southan oolonies. Although the routes uxleruent some minor realignment, by the tipie 
of Monroe's w c u p ~ c y  of the property, the *act was accessible frola the District of 
Columbia % the adjaoent W!t le  River l'nrnpike (Stake Route 236, U.S. Boato 50) d o h  
l e d  from Alarwdria m e t  tmaard the interior, and frcm the re-routud Cvdlino Road or 
Leestmrg-Aldie Turnpike (U.S.Route 15) that ran north to Leeaburg where it c o ~ e c t e d  
w i t h  the Leestmrg F'ike (Strte Route 7) t o  Qaagetown and Alemaadrk. 

Manroess troct of over 2000 acres lay along Li t t l e  River, just above Aldie. 
About half the land lay on the west side of the river and ran brck t o  the foothil ls  of 
the Blue Ridge. m e  other hnlf,  whloh most closely p r a l l e l s  the river, Ley east of 
the river, and tcday roughly aorresponds with the Osk Illll Fun's rvin *act* Mor~ofs 
acreage is best i l lustrated a pla t  drawn f a  him on My 25, 1818 by Mark Hormw. 
Ihe only land that  Monroe acquired imbsequently was a ten-aere parcel whose loastion 
is unclear, and a 2lS-aore parcel located a t  the northeast corner of hie original bet. 

The main house is  situated on a r i s e  that is just south of a bend i n  Li t t le  
River, and that  pernits long oiars primarily to the north~and south. Ths aojority of 
the other buildings are located in alusters t o  the weat of the house. A f a r  remain- 
ing struotures are seattored to the south, and a small cluster of b u i l d a s  stonds 
north of the river on the North Rnn. &any of the meadous ond f ie lds  are  delineated 
by trees ond shrubbery. e e e s  are  conaentrated also along the meander of the river, 
and are  grouped around the nmfn house a s  well a s  itcr driveway. B e  ourrent m e n i s  

l ike  a l l  the previous oocupnts, still uae the poperty as  a w o r k i n g  farm. 

Zhe extant stmoturea whioh ramin from the period of the property's asswi- 
ation with Mnroe are the =in house, the earlier cottage, the amok.howe, spinghouse, 
b l a c k s d t h ~ s  shop, and poaribly tho *iok House, the square tern near the dwellhga, 
and the stone Stallion Bun. In addition t o  the standing structures, thore are sw@ 
site8 associated with Monroe. H c u w e r  the location of these s i t e s  is knam only a p  
poxha te ly ,  and thei r  integrity has not been subtontiatedc the s i b  of ih.8, Mon- 
roe's vault, the s i t e  of a structure sham on the la8 map a s  located on vhrt is nar 
called the North Farm, tbree similar sites i l lustrated on the 1818 nup .st the nmth- 
west corner of Routes 15 and 50, two s i tes  which mry have been merely open shelters 
for  farm equipent or livm~took that are  Mica t ad  i n  the mid-area of the 1818 map, 
Monroe's daughter's grave, a d  possibly a mill s i t e  a t  the juncture af a bench of 
Li t t l e  River. The source for the mill s i t e  that  is still associated with Oak H i l l .  
Farm is a map published i n  1 8 ~ 3 . ~  This m i l l  was not the earliest m i l l  on the paper@', 
and a t  t h i s  time it is  not clear whether it was associated w i t h  Monroe hiamelf or w i t h  
the weuparmy of his daughter and her hwtmnd. Ihe ear l ier  m i l l  was located on the 
part of Monroess land that his son-in-law sold in 1846-47 t o  the W i c k  PPmily. (Thot3 
Grist ani Saw M i l l  apparently was operating by 1817, and it appears on the 1818 mp.1 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 x- 1800-1899 
-. 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning - -  landscape architecture.- religion 

.- archeology-historic . .- conservation - .  law - science 
-_ agriculture e c o n o m i c s  literature -sculpture 
-- architecture education - military -- social1 

art . - . engineering --- music humanitarian 
. .- commerce exploration/settlement philosophy -theater 
-. communications - -  industry X-I politicslgovernment -transportation 

invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1794-1831 Builder/Architect (multiple) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary of Signif'icance 

Qok H i l l  was the hame most assooiated with James MoPlroe (1758-1831), the 
f i f t h  Resident of the United States, during the peak of his p o l i t h l  caresr, a s  
w e l l  a s  being the place of' hi6 retirement, Last of the Revolutionary War g e n e t i o n  
t o  hold the position of the nation's Chief Executive, James Monroe between 18l6 and 
1825 presided wer a pariod of continuing struggle t o  define the relationehip of 
Fed& and State gwemments, the termions of emerging nationalism vs. s e c t i o d i m ,  
impeding growth, and the struggle t o  establish an identity in in t e rna t id  relations. 
An able adminiatrator, Monroe is  best boun for his declaration of the Monroe Dootrine, 
which has been called "the olassic definition of the U.S. role  in international affairs. 

A t  various times during hiti career, Monrce invested in a number of t raots  
of rea l  estate, but hie most enduring association nns w i t h  hi. farma in Albmarle and 
Loudoun Counties. Aoqaired in 1794 in pvtnership with hia uncle, Judge Joseph Jon- 
(1727-1805). the Loudoun farm first became Monroe's more f requenw used private resi- 
dence during h i s  service (1811-1816) a s  Searotary of State and Sw+ary  of War in 
James Madison's ikdmkbtration. It became Monroe's principal ruidence c. 1820, dur- 
ing his  first ;term a s  President, when he decided t o  s e l l  his Albenarle County holdings 
and focus his  private l i f e  on ~ o k  Bill. Upon his retirement t o  Oak H i l l  in 1825, 
Monroe personally attended t o  developing hb farm there-- an ooouption that was both 
an opportunity t o  M u l g e  hi. p e r 8 0 d  interest  i n  agriaulture, and also hie princi- 
pl souroe of' h a n e  i n  a period of continuing flnanciol burdau dating frm his 
y-s oi W i o  rembe. Alhough deteriorrting health diatated Mnroe8s rcmuval t o  
Iiw Pork City in 1830, Qk Bill ramaiaed tho odly resideme he amd, and the p h c e  
of Ooneidemble personal attachment, a t  the time of hie death in 1831. 

Monroe's Politfael Career 

Born i n  the T i d m t e r  region of Virginia, in Westmorelud County, Monroe 
received an education a t  Fnrson ArchibPld Campbell's private school and a t  the Collage 
of William and w.2 In 1776, a t  eighteen years of age, Monroe l e f t  Will- and 
Wry, enlisted i n  the Continental &my, participated in  several bnttles, and was pro- 
moted t o  aide t o  the 601.1 of Stirling. Ulvble t o  secure a position in the l i ne  of 
c d ,  Monroe follcmed the advice of hicr maternal uncle, the Influential Judge 
Jaseph Jones, and in 1780 formed a connection as  a student of l a w  with Tham~e Jeffc- 
son, then Governor of Virginia. Both men were instrumental t o  Monroe's career8 
Judge Jones a s  dvbor ,  friend, and "parent" t o  the nephew whose pvents had died 
early,3 and Thanas Jefferson a s  friend, mentor, and politiool ~d.h=gue. 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 
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In addition t o  the s i t e s  listed a M e ,  whose locations are roughly known, 
there is  the potential far s i t e s  of other structures which are  mentioned in Monroe's 
papers but whose locatim are wholly unknown. The structures mentioned in papers 
dating frm 1818 may possibly correspond with the unidentified buildings on the 1818 
map. In the spring of 1818 the L d o u n  farm contained, in addition t o  the in cot- 
tage, "the house, near the orchard, beyond the wood, in which E l l i s  l i ~ e d , " ~  and "the 
house where Peter the Carpenter 18.~5 The house near the orohard may or may not be 
"the other house'' mentioned that  same spring as  be enlarged by oomtruction of an 
"additionN ami prepred "for lodgings for I m n t s %  lht spring Monroe had his  es- 
t a te  manager, William Eanton, undertake oonsiderable improvements t o  existing build- 
ings, as  evidenced by specific referenaes a s  w e l l  a s  referenaes t o  the shipping of 
materials suah as  shingles, paint, glass, and plaister.7 The reference t o  Peter the 
Cupenter's howe apeaka of "finishingn that  house, which may mean completing oonstrua- 
tion or upg~ading the Interior surfaces. 

Hovsver, some of the buildings mentioned in Momoe's papers after 1818 could 
not correspond t o  the structures shown on the 1818 map, and in these cases no informa- 
t i on  is presently available about thei r  sites. In 162l Monroe had Benton proceed with 
repairing two wagom, "as the buildings you are making wlll always keep them under 
shelter."' The fanu oleo contained open-sided structures of a less  permanent nature, 
as  Mica ted  by a reference in 1822 t o  fasm machinery and gra in  which would be shel- 
tered "under straw covers, or roofs, fixed, temporarilg on posts."9 Ey June 1825 Mon- 
roe was axpanding his  faci l i t ies :  

J. Coburn is building a inrn on the othcr side fig Li t t l e  River, & 
i s  very industrious. J. Gambill is making a threshing maohhe, which 
w S L l  be put in the tam, and both will be finished, in a few weeks. 
J.C. w i l l  then comment the dis t i l lery ,  in fac t  we are making every 
exertion in our power. PO 

By 1829 the property also contained tlgreenhouse, largely managed during Monroe's re- 
tirement by h i s  daughter, Flies Hay. Qle other note on structures should be made. 
Correspondence reveals that sanetiam between 1820 and 1822 William Benton built a house 
for his  own a0cmodation.~2 It is not olem whether th i s  aomtruotion refers t o  a 
building on Monroe's property, or whether it refers t o  a house elsewhere that  Benton 
is knam t o  have built for  his  family. 

Referenoe should also be mnde to other types of features that  Momoe di- 
rected be made on the property. In my1818 Monroe c o d t e d  several times with Ben- 
ton, in person and by le t t e r s ,  on the layout of " e road t o  the houseH and the siee 
of "the yard" which he was enclosing w i t h  fencins?3 Regarding the road t o  the house, 
Monroe Wanted a gate a t  the entrance, then: 

... when it &he road3 enters the yard fence, it should turn t o  the 
right slowly, round the h i l l ,  so ap,+to approach the house *an the 
north, met ty  muoh as  it does now. 
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He a b o  envtioned the road lined w i t h  "one, or two rows, of poplrrs."'5 A t  the time 
of theee i m p w  ta there were p s e n t  a garden and an orabrd i n  the vicinity of "41f the =in oottage. 

The features mted m l  decroribed below are those for which loaatiana are  
known, either spealfiaally or roughly. Lonation is cited by numbers that caccarpond 
with those on the sketch =pa. 

Stmotures that C o n t r i b u b  t o  the Ropertyas ht ional  SianiZioPnoe 

1. bin House 

B u i l t  i n  1822-23, the new two-and-a-half-etory horue on a raieed bsemnt 
was warre in plan, with two flanking wings that were one rtory i n  height and om b y  
i n  width. Comtxwted of b i c k  on a stone foundation, the oentral block of the house 
had three b y c r  on the north side ud four b y c r  on the south side. The south side was 
dcdnnted by the giant portico (Tuscan) extending the f u l l  length of the oentral 
b h k .  The roof of the main blwk was designed a s  a gable, and the side walls were 
carried up t o  a parapet linking the pir of interior end chimneys a t  both east and 
west sides of that block. The narth and south walls of the wings were o~ r r i ed  up, 
abuve the roof+, a s  a pmpet, with flat coping, that aonaealed the single-pitch roof 
war the wings. Zhs central blwk of the houee e t i l l  stand8 a s  Monroe built it, but 
in 1922 the one-story, one-by wings m e  enlrrg t o  tvo stories in height and two P brys in length, with giant ead portioos (Ionic). 7 

Zhe a ~ c i g i n a l  flour plan ia still  intact, -ept for the opening up of the 
originrl wiqgr into larger spoes  which n w  adjoin additional r o w .  Monroe's plan 
on the principal day h e  the e n w e ,  reoersed f r ~ m  the plane of the north exterior 
wa l l ,  opmhg iak, a q u u e  hll that  is htmreoted on ib south side by a nrrratsr 
hallway on the wrbweat  .dr. In the central blook, two .pdll r m  flank the square 
hall: the west one oomtrina the original stairway, whioh ia served on -oh f loor by a 
firaplaoe. The south side of the oentral block ia divided Into twa Luge f a u l  rocam 
that  open onto the pertlao. The wings are each pre& t o  have oontained two amall 
roams. The wst-wuet hallway prosided aooers t o  a docmay a t  each end of the house. 
The appainal  of Monroe's personal property after hi8 death lists M s h i n g s  in four 
second-story bedroam, and reven r- apparently on the prinaipal story.i8 Fran the 
desaription of furnishings, the swan r- seem t o  have oonaisted of two drawing 
r o w ,  a dining roam, a library, and three bedrocas. In oddition t o  those roopls, ref- 
erenae wae made t o  an *offioeu which may have been locatod on the ground floor of the 
house, and a g m e t .  Since the 1920s enlargement, the f l o a ~ :  plan of each of the vings 
on the prinaipal stary aontains e large room o the south wide of the extended hall- 
way, and two smaller roans on the north side.l$ In  addition, each wing now also con- 
tains an extra stairway. The west portico i s  enclosed, while the east pw?tioo is 
open. In the case of both wings, the second story is recesred from the plane of the 
main blook's north and south wal ls ,  so that  the oentral block s t i l l  visually dcdnates 
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both north a d  south elevations. 
The house has a high degree of integrity, in spite of tha alt9rationa t o  the 

wlngs. Among the prinoipal featurea of the exterior are the recessed arohed entzanoe 
on the north side, and the detailing of the Tuecan portico on the south side. (Photc 
graph8 M i o a t e  tha t  a t  one t ine there was a pedbented entxyway on the main floor 
level  of the end of the east wlng, and a verand. a t  the northea t oorner of the build- 
ing that  mny have reached across the north slde of the house.)28 The interior of the 
main block of the h w e  is exoeptionalJy well peserved. Notable features inolude the 
panelled doors, the detailing of the main oaway's enframement, and the two mrble  
mantlepieces sent t o  Monroa, by T C f a ~ ~ t t e . ~ ~  It i s  believed that the wving etoaes i n  
the floor of the old kitohen d story) h.d been in the White House prior t o  i t a  
repak. aftex the War of 1812. & 

2, The cottage 

The clapbomied, briok-filled irrme structure measures three by two b y s ,  
and atands on a stone Soumiation. It is entered ( w i t h  the aid of a m ~ l l  deck) a t  
grade on the north side where it r i ses  one and a half stories, and a t  grade on the 
south side where access is into the stone cellar level, and where the structure a p  
pears t o  be two and a half stories high. The original struoture is rectangular, with 
an interior chimney t h a t  is slightly west of center, and a gable roof. 

This appears t o  be the dwelling that Joseph Jones, Jr., was occupying a t  the 
time of his death in 1808, a d  may possibly have been buil t  a t  the direction of Judge 
Jones prior t o  his MI d a t h  in 1805. It was certainly the building occupied by Mon- 
roe a d  his  family when their  v j s i t s  became more frequent o. 1812, a d  was shared by 
the Monroes and estata mamgar W i l l i a m  Benton's family f r o m  1817 t o  a t  leas t  1820. 
Monroe's oarrespondenoe M i c a t e a  that  this brrllding shared in the upgrading he had 
Benton do in 1818: "You viU. of oourse attend t o  the improvements for our accarodation 
when we c a e  up, the pbis tar ing the house where wanted, the putting plank6 in the 
kitahen loft.. . .1123 

The main entranoe (north side) with its double door gives acaess t o  a m a l l  
entrgwoy that  leads in to  the east (larger) and west roam flanking the central chlm- 
ney. BehM the ahimney, on the south, is a stairway running t o  the ground floor and 
t o  the two roana of the garret. Muoh original or early materiul has survived in the 
interior, including the ohair r a i l  and bseborrd of the east room, maw beaded win- 
dow and door enfrrmements, some panelled doore, and two mantles that may date f r a n  
c.1818-1823. On the exteriar, some b&ed clapboards remain. There is a two-story 
porch on the dwelling's south side, with an entrlosed east  e d )  the present parch a p  
pears t o  have been added c. 1850, but there are indications that  a paroh of that type 
existed wly. 

ture as it stonds now has three extensions that apparently were 
e d  c. 1~w"?q a one-story, gable-roofed, c l a p b d e d  wood frame wing a t  the 
west end, on the m e  axial (2) a similar struature perpediouLor t o  that wing on 
the south, whose main  story sits high on a cellar story, and (3) a small frame leanto 
shed a t  the west end of the west wing. The two wings have interior end c h h e y s .  The 
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original &.xuaturels high degree of integrify ir not rimUy or physically mired 
by ths later -8. 

D o c m e w  M e m e  -tar Mom08 h.d a enokehowe on the property a t  
l eas t  by l a 7 ,  when h5.n errt.t.8 =nag Thcmss Slaughter t8mpenril.y imarccp?atod h5.n 
a-ntly t r e e s -  war there.$ m e w e  in th. 8-ture i t a e u  suggests th.t 
it oollld be slightly ear l ier  in date. ltrb s t a l e s  high u b i  rectangular in plm, the 
r t rwture  is k i c k  (slmept for a south foundation wall) an3 is oovaced by a gable roof. 
Tho mobhourre is prerently accessible a t  m e  a t  the seaon3 story level  on the north 
side, and also accessible a t  grade on fhe south side a t  the first st- level. The 
oamioe b composed of dentile DYde up of putmding brick headers. VentiLstion in the 
area of the gable field is via three diamond-pttaned s e k  of p e r f e t i o m  i n  the 
klakwork of the gable ends. Cn the nmth side, a single layer of Wokwork vrs added 
0.1925 t o  create the blind arahee aaross the f a d e .  m e p t  f a r  this unobtrusive 
change, the structure intact  and conveys ib associatioa with Honroe's period. 

Standing one st6ry on the south, and a half story on the north, the earlier 
part of the springhouse is  composed of stone walls with a gable roof. Access i s  pos- 
sible via a doorway in the south wall, and there I6 a square mar opening on the 
west and east elevations. The building was extendad on the south side 0.1875. The 
#nmP south w a l l  in frame owmed w i t h  wood Iattiamork, axoept for the siding i n  the 
gable field. A square, shingled water twex rimes f r o m  the oentar of the structure to 
a 1-pitched hip rod with a finial. The alterationn were done o 1875 by Dr. Quinby 
for the gravitational system of indoor plumbing that he i m t a l l ~ d . ~ ~  While the watar 
tarar ir risurUy dmimting, the earlim spinghourre I6 oloarly dI6tingubhable ud 
oontributes t o  the poper ty8s  assoaiative n lue .  

The evideme of the stsaoture itself lends support t o  the tradition that  this 
W i n g  dates f r o m  Monroels ocouprnay of Ork Hill. Bullt on a stone foundation, the 
wood frame of th i s  mu l l ,  one-atary, rectangular structure is  amposed of had-hewn 
berms, n w  sheathed in ver t iaal  siding. Ihe roof is a simple gable. There is one in- 
terior end ohimney uhwe Urge bPse projects well into the single roam. A single 
doorway p d e s  acoess in the oenter of both east  and west elevations. Thare is a 
all window i n  both east and west elevatiom, a d  a -1- one in the gable f ie ld  of 
the north elevation. The stntcture is  intact  and clearly contributes t o  the p r o m y ' s  
national signifiaance. 
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6. The stal l ion Earn 

Tradition has sometimes associated this now deteriorated bullding with Mon- 
roe's ownership of Oak H i l l ,  though i t s  history priar t o  the occupancy of Henry Fair- 
fax is unclear. In Fairfax8s day the structure housed h i s  imported stud horses. There 
i s  l i t t l e  evidence t o  date th i s  vernacular structure, though it i s  conceivable that  it 
dates f r o m  0.1885. The rectangulnr, rubble-stone building i s  now roofless, but the 
configuration of the walls as well as  a photograph published in 1913 M i c a t e  that  it 
had a cross-gabled roof. The building i s  composed of three boys vith no stone wall 
across the south (front) side of the central boy. Rough stone quoins msrk the corners 
of the masonry walls. There i s  a single window in the front elevation of the two 
flanking bays, and a m a l l  window in each end wall .  A centml doorvey provides access 
fran the central space t o  each of the end sections. The frame psrtition which had 
divided the open front portion of the central bay f r o m  the enclosed rear portion has 
collapsed. Because the date of construction i s  presently unclear, the structure's 
contribution t o  the property's national significance is correspondingly unclear. Fur- 
ther research is n e c e c r q  t o  definitively establish the structure's importance. A t  
present i t s  integrity is d f i c i e n t  t o  convey aspects of its architectural character 
and i t s  association wlth the fann. 

This structure consists of two large tams se t  adjacent t o  each other, w i t h  
smaller appendages. The East Earn of th is  pair is a square, wood-framed structure, 
now sheathed with boards and battens, and standing on a stone foundation. The gable 
roof slopes low t o  a height equivalent t o  one story on the north and south. The win- 
c i p l  structural members are hand hewn, and there are early, ornamental strap hinges 
on the two doors a t  each end of the west elevation. There i s  evidence that  the win- 
c i p l  entrances on the east and west elevations were once large rectangular wagon en- 
trances occupying the center of those elevations. The ground stories of the east, 
south, and west elevations were altered by fenestration, po6sibly during the owner- 
ship of Henry Fairfax, when the structure served a s  the apple-poking barn. The 
sheathing apperrs t o  date f r o m  the middle of the 19th centurg or the thM quarter. 
However, the structure i t s e l f  may date f r o m  Monroe's period, 0.1825, ca possibly f r o m  
the period of his  daughter, Marin H.M. Gouverneur. 

Adjoining the East Earn on the west i s  l a t e r  construction: a long, gable- 
roofed, wood frame barn with leanto extensions on the north ani south, all sheathed 
in bbards alrd battens. The long portion has been known as  the horse barn, while the 
south extension was a cow barn. The East Earn i s  sufficiently intact and dist inct  
frcm the l a t e r  construction t o  contribute t o  the property's national significance. 

8. The Wick House 

The tr ick house facing U.S. Route 50,  close t o  the intersection w i t h  U.S. 
























































