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Condition Check one Check one 
H excellent - deteriorated - unaltered original site 
- good - ruins A altered -moved date 1822-23 -- Main House 
A fair - unexposed C. 1803 -- Cottage 

.- -- 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Monroe's M o u n  Caunty property i a  situated along Li t t l e  River, a tributary 
of Goose &eek which empties in to  the Potcauac River t o  the north. m e  e i te  is chuac- 
terieed by gently rolling land that i n  bounded on the m e t  by the Blue Ridge kIowtoins, 
on the south by the Bull Run Mountains, and on the northeast by the Crtoctin Mountah. 
When it was purchased i n  1794, the t rac t  itself was adjacent t o  major colonial rodst 
the Colaheater Road and Bnddookss Road running westward into the interior  of Virginia, 
and the C.rdUII. Road, originally an Indian Trail mmhg south from New York t o  the 
southan oolonies. Although the routes uxleruent some minor realignment, by the tipie 
of Monroe's w c u p ~ c y  of the property, the *act was accessible frola the District of 
Columbia % the adjaoent W!t le  River l'nrnpike (Stake Route 236, U.S. Boato 50) d o h  
l e d  from Alarwdria m e t  tmaard the interior, and frcm the re-routud Cvdlino Road or 
Leestmrg-Aldie Turnpike (U.S.Route 15) that ran north to Leeaburg where it c o ~ e c t e d  
w i t h  the Leestmrg F'ike (Strte Route 7) t o  Qaagetown and Alemaadrk. 

Manroess troct of over 2000 acres lay along Li t t l e  River, just above Aldie. 
About half the land lay on the west side of the river and ran brck t o  the foothil ls  of 
the Blue Ridge. m e  other hnlf,  whloh most closely p r a l l e l s  the river, Ley east of 
the river, and tcday roughly aorresponds with the Osk Illll Fun's rvin *act* Mor~ofs 
acreage is best i l lustrated a pla t  drawn f a  him on My 25, 1818 by Mark Hormw. 
Ihe only land that  Monroe acquired imbsequently was a ten-aere parcel whose loastion 
is unclear, and a 2lS-aore parcel located a t  the northeast corner of hie original bet. 

The main house is  situated on a r i s e  that is just south of a bend i n  Li t t le  
River, and that  pernits long oiars primarily to the north~and south. Ths aojority of 
the other buildings are located in alusters t o  the weat of the house. A f a r  remain- 
ing struotures are seattored to the south, and a small cluster of b u i l d a s  stonds 
north of the river on the North Rnn. &any of the meadous ond f ie lds  are  delineated 
by trees ond shrubbery. e e e s  are  conaentrated also along the meander of the river, 
and are  grouped around the nmfn house a s  well a s  itcr driveway. B e  ourrent m e n i s  

l ike  a l l  the previous oocupnts, still uae the poperty as  a w o r k i n g  farm. 

Zhe extant stmoturea whioh ramin from the period of the property's asswi- 
ation with Mnroe are the =in house, the earlier cottage, the amok.howe, spinghouse, 
b l a c k s d t h ~ s  shop, and poaribly tho *iok House, the square tern near the dwellhga, 
and the stone Stallion Bun. In addition t o  the standing structures, thore are sw@ 
site8 associated with Monroe. H c u w e r  the location of these s i t e s  is knam only a p  
poxha te ly ,  and thei r  integrity has not been subtontiatedc the s i b  of ih.8, Mon- 
roe's vault, the s i t e  of a structure sham on the la8 map a s  located on vhrt is nar 
called the North Farm, tbree similar sites i l lustrated on the 1818 nup .st the nmth- 
west corner of Routes 15 and 50, two s i tes  which mry have been merely open shelters 
for  farm equipent or livm~took that are  Mica t ad  i n  the mid-area of the 1818 map, 
Monroe's daughter's grave, a d  possibly a mill s i t e  a t  the juncture af a bench of 
Li t t l e  River. The source for the mill s i t e  that  is still associated with Oak H i l l .  
Farm is a map published i n  1 8 ~ 3 . ~  This m i l l  was not the earliest m i l l  on the paper@', 
and a t  t h i s  time it is  not clear whether it was associated w i t h  Monroe hiamelf or w i t h  
the weuparmy of his daughter and her hwtmnd. Ihe ear l ier  m i l l  was located on the 
part of Monroess land that his son-in-law sold in 1846-47 t o  the W i c k  PPmily. (Thot3 
Grist ani Saw M i l l  apparently was operating by 1817, and it appears on the 1818 mp.1 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 x- 1800-1899 
-. 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning - -  landscape architecture.- religion 

.- archeology-historic . .- conservation - .  law - science 
-_ agriculture e c o n o m i c s  literature -sculpture 
-- architecture education - military -- social1 

art . - . engineering --- music humanitarian 
. .- commerce exploration/settlement philosophy -theater 
-. communications - -  industry X-I politicslgovernment -transportation 

invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1794-1831 Builder/Architect (multiple) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary of Signif'icance 

Qok H i l l  was the hame most assooiated with James MoPlroe (1758-1831), the 
f i f t h  Resident of the United States, during the peak of his p o l i t h l  caresr, a s  
w e l l  a s  being the place of' hi6 retirement, Last of the Revolutionary War g e n e t i o n  
t o  hold the position of the nation's Chief Executive, James Monroe between 18l6 and 
1825 presided wer a pariod of continuing struggle t o  define the relationehip of 
Fed& and State gwemments, the termions of emerging nationalism vs. s e c t i o d i m ,  
impeding growth, and the struggle t o  establish an identity in in t e rna t id  relations. 
An able adminiatrator, Monroe is  best boun for his declaration of the Monroe Dootrine, 
which has been called "the olassic definition of the U.S. role  in international affairs. 

A t  various times during hiti career, Monrce invested in a number of t raots  
of rea l  estate, but hie most enduring association nns w i t h  hi. farma in Albmarle and 
Loudoun Counties. Aoqaired in 1794 in pvtnership with hia uncle, Judge Joseph Jon- 
(1727-1805). the Loudoun farm first became Monroe's more f requenw used private resi- 
dence during h i s  service (1811-1816) a s  Searotary of State and Sw+ary  of War in 
James Madison's ikdmkbtration. It became Monroe's principal ruidence c. 1820, dur- 
ing his  first ;term a s  President, when he decided t o  s e l l  his Albenarle County holdings 
and focus his  private l i f e  on ~ o k  Bill. Upon his retirement t o  Oak H i l l  in 1825, 
Monroe personally attended t o  developing hb farm there-- an ooouption that was both 
an opportunity t o  M u l g e  hi. p e r 8 0 d  interest  i n  agriaulture, and also hie princi- 
pl souroe of' h a n e  i n  a period of continuing flnanciol burdau dating frm his 
y-s oi W i o  rembe. Alhough deteriorrting health diatated Mnroe8s rcmuval t o  
Iiw Pork City in 1830, Qk Bill ramaiaed tho odly resideme he amd, and the p h c e  
of Ooneidemble personal attachment, a t  the time of hie death in 1831. 

Monroe's Politfael Career 

Born i n  the T i d m t e r  region of Virginia, in Westmorelud County, Monroe 
received an education a t  Fnrson ArchibPld Campbell's private school and a t  the Collage 
of William and w.2 In 1776, a t  eighteen years of age, Monroe l e f t  Will- and 
Wry, enlisted i n  the Continental &my, participated in  several bnttles, and was pro- 
moted t o  aide t o  the 601.1 of Stirling. Ulvble t o  secure a position in the l i ne  of 
c d ,  Monroe follcmed the advice of hicr maternal uncle, the Influential Judge 
Jaseph Jones, and in 1780 formed a connection as  a student of l a w  with Tham~e Jeffc- 
son, then Governor of Virginia. Both men were instrumental t o  Monroe's career8 
Judge Jones a s  dvbor ,  friend, and "parent" t o  the nephew whose pvents had died 
early,3 and Thanas Jefferson a s  friend, mentor, and politiool ~d.h=gue. 
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In addition t o  the s i t e s  listed a M e ,  whose locations are roughly known, 
there is  the potential far s i t e s  of other structures which are  mentioned in Monroe's 
papers but whose locatim are wholly unknown. The structures mentioned in papers 
dating frm 1818 may possibly correspond with the unidentified buildings on the 1818 
map. In the spring of 1818 the L d o u n  farm contained, in addition t o  the in cot- 
tage, "the house, near the orchard, beyond the wood, in which E l l i s  l i ~ e d , " ~  and "the 
house where Peter the Carpenter 18.~5 The house near the orohard may or may not be 
"the other house'' mentioned that  same spring as  be enlarged by oomtruction of an 
"additionN ami prepred "for lodgings for I m n t s %  lht spring Monroe had his  es- 
t a te  manager, William Eanton, undertake oonsiderable improvements t o  existing build- 
ings, as  evidenced by specific referenaes a s  w e l l  a s  referenaes t o  the shipping of 
materials suah as  shingles, paint, glass, and plaister.7 The reference t o  Peter the 
Cupenter's howe apeaka of "finishingn that  house, which may mean completing oonstrua- 
tion or upg~ading the Interior surfaces. 

Hovsver, some of the buildings mentioned in Momoe's papers after 1818 could 
not correspond t o  the structures shown on the 1818 map, and in these cases no informa- 
t i on  is presently available about thei r  sites. In 162l Monroe had Benton proceed with 
repairing two wagom, "as the buildings you are making wlll always keep them under 
shelter."' The fanu oleo contained open-sided structures of a less  permanent nature, 
as  Mica ted  by a reference in 1822 t o  fasm machinery and gra in  which would be shel- 
tered "under straw covers, or roofs, fixed, temporarilg on posts."9 Ey June 1825 Mon- 
roe was axpanding his  faci l i t ies :  

J. Coburn is building a inrn on the othcr side fig Li t t l e  River, & 
i s  very industrious. J. Gambill is making a threshing maohhe, which 
w S L l  be put in the tam, and both will be finished, in a few weeks. 
J.C. w i l l  then comment the dis t i l lery ,  in fac t  we are making every 
exertion in our power. PO 

By 1829 the property also contained tlgreenhouse, largely managed during Monroe's re- 
tirement by h i s  daughter, Flies Hay. Qle other note on structures should be made. 
Correspondence reveals that sanetiam between 1820 and 1822 William Benton built a house 
for his  own a0cmodation.~2 It is not olem whether th i s  aomtruotion refers t o  a 
building on Monroe's property, or whether it refers t o  a house elsewhere that  Benton 
is knam t o  have built for  his  family. 

Referenoe should also be mnde to other types of features that  Momoe di- 
rected be made on the property. In my1818 Monroe c o d t e d  several times with Ben- 
ton, in person and by le t t e r s ,  on the layout of " e road t o  the houseH and the siee 
of "the yard" which he was enclosing w i t h  fencins?3 Regarding the road t o  the house, 
Monroe Wanted a gate a t  the entrance, then: 

... when it &he road3 enters the yard fence, it should turn t o  the 
right slowly, round the h i l l ,  so ap,+to approach the house *an the 
north, met ty  muoh as  it does now. 
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He a b o  envtioned the road lined w i t h  "one, or two rows, of poplrrs."'5 A t  the time 
of theee i m p w  ta there were p s e n t  a garden and an orabrd i n  the vicinity of "41f the =in oottage. 

The features mted m l  decroribed below are those for which loaatiana are  
known, either spealfiaally or roughly. Lonation is cited by numbers that caccarpond 
with those on the sketch =pa. 

Stmotures that C o n t r i b u b  t o  the Ropertyas ht ional  SianiZioPnoe 

1. bin House 

B u i l t  i n  1822-23, the new two-and-a-half-etory horue on a raieed bsemnt 
was warre in plan, with two flanking wings that were one rtory i n  height and om b y  
i n  width. Comtxwted of b i c k  on a stone foundation, the oentral block of the house 
had three b y c r  on the north side ud four b y c r  on the south side. The south side was 
dcdnnted by the giant portico (Tuscan) extending the f u l l  length of the oentral 
b h k .  The roof of the main blwk was designed a s  a gable, and the side walls were 
carried up t o  a parapet linking the pir of interior end chimneys a t  both east and 
west sides of that block. The narth and south walls of the wings were o~ r r i ed  up, 
abuve the roof+, a s  a pmpet, with flat coping, that aonaealed the single-pitch roof 
war the wings. Zhs central blwk of the houee e t i l l  stand8 a s  Monroe built it, but 
in 1922 the one-story, one-by wings m e  enlrrg t o  tvo stories in height and two P brys in length, with giant ead portioos (Ionic). 7 

Zhe a ~ c i g i n a l  flour plan ia still  intact, -ept for the opening up of the 
originrl wiqgr into larger spoes  which n w  adjoin additional r o w .  Monroe's plan 
on the principal day h e  the e n w e ,  reoersed f r ~ m  the plane of the north exterior 
wa l l ,  opmhg iak, a q u u e  hll that  is htmreoted on ib south side by a nrrratsr 
hallway on the wrbweat  .dr. In the central blook, two .pdll r m  flank the square 
hall: the west one oomtrina the original stairway, whioh ia served on -oh f loor by a 
firaplaoe. The south side of the oentral block ia divided Into twa Luge f a u l  rocam 
that  open onto the pertlao. The wings are each pre& t o  have oontained two amall 
roams. The wst-wuet hallway prosided aooers t o  a docmay a t  each end of the house. 
The appainal  of Monroe's personal property after hi8 death lists M s h i n g s  in four 
second-story bedroam, and reven r- apparently on the prinaipal story.i8 Fran the 
desaription of furnishings, the swan r- seem t o  have oonaisted of two drawing 
r o w ,  a dining roam, a library, and three bedrocas. In oddition t o  those roopls, ref- 
erenae wae made t o  an *offioeu which may have been locatod on the ground floor of the 
house, and a g m e t .  Since the 1920s enlargement, the f l o a ~ :  plan of each of the vings 
on the prinaipal stary aontains e large room o the south wide of the extended hall- 
way, and two smaller roans on the north side.l$ In  addition, each wing now also con- 
tains an extra stairway. The west portico i s  enclosed, while the east pw?tioo is 
open. In the case of both wings, the second story is recesred from the plane of the 
main blook's north and south wal ls ,  so that  the oentral block s t i l l  visually dcdnates 
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both north a d  south elevations. 
The house has a high degree of integrity, in spite of tha alt9rationa t o  the 

wlngs. Among the prinoipal featurea of the exterior are the recessed arohed entzanoe 
on the north side, and the detailing of the Tuecan portico on the south side. (Photc 
graph8 M i o a t e  tha t  a t  one t ine there was a pedbented entxyway on the main floor 
level  of the end of the east wlng, and a verand. a t  the northea t oorner of the build- 
ing that  mny have reached across the north slde of the house.)28 The interior of the 
main block of the h w e  is exoeptionalJy well peserved. Notable features inolude the 
panelled doors, the detailing of the main oaway's enframement, and the two mrble  
mantlepieces sent t o  Monroa, by T C f a ~ ~ t t e . ~ ~  It i s  believed that the wving etoaes i n  
the floor of the old kitohen d story) h.d been in the White House prior t o  i t a  
repak. aftex the War of 1812. & 

2, The cottage 

The clapbomied, briok-filled irrme structure measures three by two b y s ,  
and atands on a stone Soumiation. It is entered ( w i t h  the aid of a m ~ l l  deck) a t  
grade on the north side where it r i ses  one and a half stories, and a t  grade on the 
south side where access is into the stone cellar level, and where the structure a p  
pears t o  be two and a half stories high. The original struoture is rectangular, with 
an interior chimney t h a t  is slightly west of center, and a gable roof. 

This appears t o  be the dwelling that Joseph Jones, Jr., was occupying a t  the 
time of his death in 1808, a d  may possibly have been buil t  a t  the direction of Judge 
Jones prior t o  his MI d a t h  in 1805. It was certainly the building occupied by Mon- 
roe a d  his  family when their  v j s i t s  became more frequent o. 1812, a d  was shared by 
the Monroes and estata mamgar W i l l i a m  Benton's family f r o m  1817 t o  a t  leas t  1820. 
Monroe's oarrespondenoe M i c a t e a  that  this brrllding shared in the upgrading he had 
Benton do in 1818: "You viU. of oourse attend t o  the improvements for our accarodation 
when we c a e  up, the pbis tar ing the house where wanted, the putting plank6 in the 
kitahen loft.. . .1123 

The main entranoe (north side) with its double door gives acaess t o  a m a l l  
entrgwoy that  leads in to  the east (larger) and west roam flanking the central chlm- 
ney. BehM the ahimney, on the south, is a stairway running t o  the ground floor and 
t o  the two roana of the garret. Muoh original or early materiul has survived in the 
interior, including the ohair r a i l  and bseborrd of the east room, maw beaded win- 
dow and door enfrrmements, some panelled doore, and two mantles that may date f r a n  
c.1818-1823. On the exteriar, some b&ed clapboards remain. There is a two-story 
porch on the dwelling's south side, with an entrlosed east  e d )  the present parch a p  
pears t o  have been added c. 1850, but there are indications that  a paroh of that type 
existed wly. 

ture as it stonds now has three extensions that apparently were 
e d  c. 1~w"?q a one-story, gable-roofed, c l a p b d e d  wood frame wing a t  the 
west end, on the m e  axial (2) a similar struature perpediouLor t o  that wing on 
the south, whose main  story sits high on a cellar story, and (3) a small frame leanto 
shed a t  the west end of the west wing. The two wings have interior end c h h e y s .  The 
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original &.xuaturels high degree of integrify ir not rimUy or physically mired 
by ths later -8. 

D o c m e w  M e m e  -tar Mom08 h.d a enokehowe on the property a t  
l eas t  by l a 7 ,  when h5.n errt.t.8 =nag Thcmss Slaughter t8mpenril.y imarccp?atod h5.n 
a-ntly t r e e s -  war there.$ m e w e  in th. 8-ture i t a e u  suggests th.t 
it oollld be slightly ear l ier  in date. ltrb s t a l e s  high u b i  rectangular in plm, the 
r t rwture  is k i c k  (slmept for a south foundation wall) an3 is oovaced by a gable roof. 
Tho mobhourre is prerently accessible a t  m e  a t  the seaon3 story level  on the north 
side, and also accessible a t  grade on fhe south side a t  the first st- level. The 
oamioe b composed of dentile DYde up of putmding brick headers. VentiLstion in the 
area of the gable field is via three diamond-pttaned s e k  of p e r f e t i o m  i n  the 
klakwork of the gable ends. Cn the nmth side, a single layer of Wokwork vrs added 
0.1925 t o  create the blind arahee aaross the f a d e .  m e p t  f a r  this unobtrusive 
change, the structure intact  and conveys ib associatioa with Honroe's period. 

Standing one st6ry on the south, and a half story on the north, the earlier 
part of the springhouse is  composed of stone walls with a gable roof. Access i s  pos- 
sible via a doorway in the south wall, and there I6 a square mar opening on the 
west and east elevations. The building was extendad on the south side 0.1875. The 
#nmP south w a l l  in frame owmed w i t h  wood Iattiamork, axoept for the siding i n  the 
gable field. A square, shingled water twex rimes f r o m  the oentar of the structure to 
a 1-pitched hip rod with a finial. The alterationn were done o 1875 by Dr. Quinby 
for the gravitational system of indoor plumbing that he i m t a l l ~ d . ~ ~  While the watar 
tarar ir risurUy dmimting, the earlim spinghourre I6 oloarly dI6tingubhable ud 
oontributes t o  the poper ty8s  assoaiative n lue .  

The evideme of the stsaoture itself lends support t o  the tradition that  this 
W i n g  dates f r o m  Monroels ocouprnay of Ork Hill. Bullt on a stone foundation, the 
wood frame of th i s  mu l l ,  one-atary, rectangular structure is  amposed of had-hewn 
berms, n w  sheathed in ver t iaal  siding. Ihe roof is a simple gable. There is one in- 
terior end ohimney uhwe Urge bPse projects well into the single roam. A single 
doorway p d e s  acoess in the oenter of both east  and west elevations. Thare is a 
all window i n  both east and west elevatiom, a d  a -1- one in the gable f ie ld  of 
the north elevation. The stntcture is  intact  and clearly contributes t o  the p r o m y ' s  
national signifiaance. 
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6. The stal l ion Earn 

Tradition has sometimes associated this now deteriorated bullding with Mon- 
roe's ownership of Oak H i l l ,  though i t s  history priar t o  the occupancy of Henry Fair- 
fax is unclear. In Fairfax8s day the structure housed h i s  imported stud horses. There 
i s  l i t t l e  evidence t o  date th i s  vernacular structure, though it i s  conceivable that  it 
dates f r o m  0.1885. The rectangulnr, rubble-stone building i s  now roofless, but the 
configuration of the walls as well as  a photograph published in 1913 M i c a t e  that  it 
had a cross-gabled roof. The building i s  composed of three boys vith no stone wall 
across the south (front) side of the central boy. Rough stone quoins msrk the corners 
of the masonry walls. There i s  a single window in the front elevation of the two 
flanking bays, and a m a l l  window in each end wall .  A centml doorvey provides access 
fran the central space t o  each of the end sections. The frame psrtition which had 
divided the open front portion of the central bay f r o m  the enclosed rear portion has 
collapsed. Because the date of construction i s  presently unclear, the structure's 
contribution t o  the property's national significance is correspondingly unclear. Fur- 
ther research is n e c e c r q  t o  definitively establish the structure's importance. A t  
present i t s  integrity is d f i c i e n t  t o  convey aspects of its architectural character 
and i t s  association wlth the fann. 

This structure consists of two large tams se t  adjacent t o  each other, w i t h  
smaller appendages. The East Earn of th is  pair is a square, wood-framed structure, 
now sheathed with boards and battens, and standing on a stone foundation. The gable 
roof slopes low t o  a height equivalent t o  one story on the north and south. The win- 
c i p l  structural members are hand hewn, and there are early, ornamental strap hinges 
on the two doors a t  each end of the west elevation. There i s  evidence that  the win- 
c i p l  entrances on the east and west elevations were once large rectangular wagon en- 
trances occupying the center of those elevations. The ground stories of the east, 
south, and west elevations were altered by fenestration, po6sibly during the owner- 
ship of Henry Fairfax, when the structure served a s  the apple-poking barn. The 
sheathing apperrs t o  date f r o m  the middle of the 19th centurg or the thM quarter. 
However, the structure i t s e l f  may date f r o m  Monroe's period, 0.1825, ca possibly f r o m  
the period of his  daughter, Marin H.M. Gouverneur. 

Adjoining the East Earn on the west i s  l a t e r  construction: a long, gable- 
roofed, wood frame barn with leanto extensions on the north ani south, all sheathed 
in bbards alrd battens. The long portion has been known as  the horse barn, while the 
south extension was a cow barn. The East Earn i s  sufficiently intact and dist inct  
frcm the l a t e r  construction t o  contribute t o  the property's national significance. 

8. The Wick House 

The tr ick house facing U.S. Route 50,  close t o  the intersection w i t h  U.S. 
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Route 15, i s  in deteriorated condition. Rectangular in plan w i t h  a gable roof, the 
brick dwelling stands two stories high and three b y s  long, with in ter iar  end chimneys. 
There is a small rear addition, appwently of wood frame. The b i c k  of the main  struo- 
ture is la id  in American bond, up t o  a cornice canposed of a sl ightly protruded single 
course of stretohers then a course of b i c k  headers laid as  dentils. The central door 
of the south (front) elevation leads into a central hall. The dwelling my have been 
only one roan deep. The door and vindw enffamements that  remain are plain except for 
beading on the inside edge. The windous are comparatively small. A t  this time the 
east wall has collapsed, a s  has the interior wood framing of the second floor. A t  th i s  
time, the structure has sufficient integrity t o  convey its associative value as well as  
t o  provide information about Monroe's period of occupancy. 

Located a t  about the m e  place as  the cluster of unidentified buildings on 
Monroe's 1818 mop, the dwelling could have been buil t  between c.1815 and c.1830. It is 
situated on the t rac t  known as  the Rvement Farm in 1847, when the Gowerneurs sold the 
land t o  George W. Garrett and h i s  s is ter  LucirdP Garrett. This t r ac t  may have been the 
land Monroe called "the l m  fun1."~7 An 1861 document indicates that  a t  that time 
there were "two Dwelling Houses on the place-- one a Brick Euilding-- h Barn and other 
Buildings. "28 

Sites which May Contribute t o  the Property's National Siffnificance 
If Integrity Can Be Substantiated 

9. s Monroe's Vault 

When Ws. Monroe died in 1830 a t  Cok H i l l  she was buried in a vault which is 
believed t o  have been constructed naar the main house. Then, much later her remains 
were mwed t o  Richmond, ale* with ~onroe~s.29 Egbert Watson, Monroe's Secretary a t  
the time of Kcs. Monroe's death, in his l a te r  recollections mentioned the vault* 9 h e  
was not buried for  several days, the delay being occasioned by the construction of a 
vault, designed not or3y for her remains but f a r  those also of Hr. Monroe, as  he him- 
self told me.. . ."3O The location on the sketch map i s  only appraxinute. Integrity of 
the s i t e  is uncertain oving t o  the construction of a fonnal garden in the 1920s. 

10. W i a  H. Monroe Gawerneur's Grave 

Monroe's younger daughter W i a ,  after her marriage, lived most of the time 
in  New York. After her father's death i n  New York City i n  1831 she and her husbrnd 
Samuel L. Gouverneur took wer the management of Cak Hill, and occupied the house for 
much of the time during the period 1830s t o  1850. She was buried a t  Cok H i l l  i n  1850.3' 
The location i s  only approximate and integrity i s  uncertain owing t o  construction of 
the garden during the 1920s. 

11. Site of Unidentified building on the North Fann 

The 1818 map shows a building present on what i s  now the North Farm. The 
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location ap 
7 8  

t o  be roughly the place where today the stractures of the North Farm 
are clustered 

12. Site of Unidentified Feature 

The 1818 h p  M i c a t e s  a structure m other feature near the proparty's =in 
entrance. 

13. Site of Unidentified Feature 

llhe 1818 Wip M i c a t a s  a structure m other feature roughly 2800 feet  south- 
west of the main cluster of buildings whioh included Monroe*s residence, on the east 
side of L i t t l e  R i v e r ,  on a barden between a f ield and meadwland that  lay along the 
river. 

14. Site of Unidentified Struoture a t  the Southeast &d of the Property 
15. Site of Unidentified Structure a t  the Southeast ad of the Property 
16. Site of Unidentified Structure a t  the Southeast ad of the Property 

The 1818 map shows three structures situated a t  the southeast t i p  of Monroe's 
farm. One is close t o  the road then called the Carolina Road (the re-routed Carolina 
Road, now U.S. Route 15), about 1000 feet  n& of the intersection w i t h  Li t t l e  River 
Turnpike (U.S. Route 50, State Route 236). me second appears t o  be roughly 500 feet  
northwest of that  intersection. The third is close t o  the Li t t l e  River Turnpike (Routes 
50 and 236), roughly 600 feet  f%xn that intersection. llhe latter, situated parallel t o  
the roadbed, l i e s  in the same relationship t o  the road as  does the Wick House nar 
standing i n  about the aame lomation. (See description of the B ick  House, Number 8.) 
These s t rwtures  are situated on the t a c t  of land that by 1847 was known as  "the hve- 
ment Bum" ( r e f w i n g  t o  the intersection of the two turnpikes).33 Thin txa t my al-  
so have been the same one that  in Monroe's day was known as  "the low farm. *$ 

17. "Second" Mill Site 

This s i t e  i s  identified on a map published in 1853.3~ It is not clear 
!&ether the m i l l  preswbly  built here was constructed by Monroe, m & h i s  daughter 
Maria and his  son-in-law, Samuel L. Gouvernm. It was apparently a saw mill. This 
m i l l  may have replaced the one shown on the 1818 map that  was situated farther t o  the 
west, on the land that the Gowarneurs sold in the 1840s t o  the W i c k  Fnmlly. The 
s i t e  of the second m i l l  is on the west side of L i t t l e  River, on the south tank of 
the stream tha t  feeds into Li t t l e  River, northwest of the main house. 
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Structures/~ertures wfiiah do not Contribute to the &~party 's  
National Sinnificonce 

h e r a w  farm buildings a d  sweral  dwellinge mmive f r a m  the periods fol- 
lawing Monroe's ocoupnoy of Ckak Hill. Most of these bPildinga ware oonetnurted dur- 
ing the 1% oentorg by Col. John F o i r f u ,  Ik. and Mrs. Why, m Hemy hirfu. 
While mony of there struotures may have s ta te  m l& slgnifioome, further re(~earah 
irr necessary t o  establish with certainty whether they are sign5ficont within the oon- 
texts of s ta te  or l& history, owing to the i t  assemiation with these Individuab and 
their  role i n  the agrioultural dweloplnent of the area. 

18. Temnt H a e l  1% story wood frame bullding with olapbosrd sheathing, stone founda- 
tion, &iar brick end-ehbneys, bui l t  on hil ls ide so aacess t o  basement 
a t  rear is  a t  grade, 4x0 entranoes with pedlaentad p c h e s  on narth sMe, 
rear e l m t i o n  a t  ground level  has large entronoe far carrirges/autamobiles~ 
~p@?lously wed as  a OPrriage house1 known in 1946 a s  the age and Chauf- 
for's Cottage (3- garage belaw, two rperbmnta above). %" 

19. (Seenhse:  mall frame and glass s~%~cture, near 'I'emnt House (18). 

20. Storsue Wing: mall wood frame structure vith board and h t t e n  siding, gable 
roof, two large window openings on south eide, ventilation c u m  along 
gable ridge. 

2l. Temnt House: i* s t q  wood R.me structure sheathed in shingles, b i c k  interior 
end ahhmys, leanto addition on west, entrame on south, re+ fenestro- 
tion1 one of four identicral temnt houses (nos. 42, 43, 49): 0. 1870. 

22. g&: slasll, wood h e ,  leanto shed. 

23. Pumrhawe: 14 story, wood frma structure, wood obpboarding, stone forud.tion, 
k i c k  interior  end ohinneg. on north end, front (east) elevation has five bays 
inolvding door: 0.  1920. 

24. Curn (Sib: ma l l ,  wood frame structure, slatted siding1 a t  least sane structural 
members  are hand hewn8 same old strap hinges; leanto addition on north is 
sheathed with boards and battens. 

25. Main W: large bPm, appraximPtely 110 feet  long by 45 fee t  vide, wood frame 
with board and batten sheathing, jerkinhead roof, east  entrance marked by 
extension paralleling the l ines  of the main  jerkinhead roof, stone founda- 
t ion wall is exposed on south side (openings w k e d  by segmental k i c k  
arches)) two concrete s i los  (one a ruin) flank the main entrance8 c. 1875. 

26. Dairy Parnr  long, low t a r n  of wood frame, sheathed with board anl batten siding, 
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gable roof, entmme a t  south gable end, now attached by 8 walkway t o  the 
kin BMIl c. 1890. 

27. Smoll BPrn: 1 stary, wood firme structure, sheathed in bauds and bttens, gable 
roof, entrance a t  east gable end, ventilation aupdlo on gable roof. 

28. - Shed: low,  e l l - a p e d  shed, wood frame, open on south and east sides. 

29. l o w  shed, open on w e t  side, woad firme. 

30. Soale Building8 mod frnme straoture, b d  and batten sheathing, goblo roof, 
large opening in south and north ends, adjacent doorways also on south and 
north endel .shelters the form smle. 

3. E Q U i ~ n t  Shed: wood &.me, emlosed 8hed, sheathed i n  bauds and battens, win- 
dows on erst and rest sides, four double-door en tnmes  across length of 
south e l m t i o n ,  pertially open on north side. 

32. mr wood h e  open shed, vert ical  siding, open on south side, 

33. l ow,  wood frame structure, gable roof extends low on both north and south 
sides, open on south side. 

34. afiioe: small, 1 story, rectangular, k i c k  strvcture (Ameriaan bond), stone foun- 
dation, jerkinhead roof, 3 b y s  by 1 boy, 2 sash windows flanking the door 
on north elevation, 2 wirdowa on south elevation, interior chimney centered 
in south w a l l ;  c.1875. 

35. Onthowe 8 mall, rectangular struetars, bauds and battens, low-pitched gable 
roof, two M a  openings. 

36. Tenant House: long, l* s tmy  house on raised bssarent, wood Zrame, sheathed with  
shingles, expo8ed stone basement mlls emept for the west eextemion where 
boserment is  W b k ,  interior  ohismeyl known i n  1946 a s  the W i n g  House 
(for wanorrid form workere). 

37. Shed: wocd frame shed, vert ical  siding, 3 wide open b y s  on north side, roof 
sloping down t o  south. 

38. Machine Shoe: 1+ story wocd frame st~xctrrra, clspbcord slherthing except for 
borrd and botten siding on additions, hipshaped windmill structure on west 
end, 8 windais on south e l m t i o n  plus two darmer windows, 2 doors on north 
side, bard and b t t e n  leanto addition along south wall, s m ~ l l  leanto 
againat north w a l l 1  known in 1946 as  the Carpenter and Plumbing Shop. 

39. =I low, wood frame shed, vert ical  wood siding, roof sloping down t o  vest. 



NPs Form 10.W~-a 0x3  bo. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
(3.821 ~ x p i r e s  1 0 - 1 1 - 8 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 10 Item number 7 Page 10 

40. - Earn: wood Frame, originally sheathed w i t h  wood slats or boards and battens (both 
are epident) that is now largely replaoed w i t h  metal oladding, two stories, 
o p n  on south side a t  ground floor level, east wall of ground story is stone, 
s l ight  pent roof along south side above ground story level; nay be the struc- 
ture kncun in 1946 a s  the Corn House. 

41. Wagon Shed: small, woad frame shed with vert iaal  siding. 

42. Tenrnt House: 2-boy by 3-boy dwelling, l* starles, clapboarded wood fYame strua- 
ture, gahle roof, interim end ahbnqm, entranoe on south gable end, leanto 
addition on east side; one of four identiool t awnt  houses (a, 43, 49); c.1870. 

43. Tenant House: 2-by by 3-boy dwelling, 1% story, clapboarded wood h e  structure, 
gable roof, interior  end ohimneys, entzarwe on south gable end8 one of four 
identicrl  tenant houses (a, 42, 49); c.1870. 

44. - Qhedt wood ewe, b d  and b t t a n  siding. 

45. Cuthouse : wood Frome. 

46. E: wood frame, bolrd and batten siding. 

47. M: small, wood frame shed, beard and batten siding. 

48. Wagon Shed: small, wood frame shed, b d  and bottan siding. 

49. Tenant House : l* story, 2-boy by 3-bay dvelling, wood frPme, wood c l a p b d i n g ,  
interior  end chimneys, gable roof, entrance on south gable end, all lean- 
t o  addition on west side, v e n d  aaross 3 boys of east side; damaged by 
f k e ;  one of four identioal tenant houses (21, 42, 43); 0.1870. 

50. Manager's House: 2+ story, 5-boy by 2-by shingled wood frame house, w i t h  2+ story 
cross-gabled &mion a t  south end of west sidef known in 1946 a s  Manager's 
House, and later as  McDonald House; c.1920. 

51. &r wood frame sheathed with vertioal siding, gable roof, mall additions on east 
and north sides. 

52. Tenant House: 2-story house, ell-shaped, clapbaarded wood frame structure, oen- 
trol chimney in north secticnf c.1890. 

53. Storage Shed: small, wood frame, board and batten siding, gable roof. 

54. m: ruin of 1-story wood frame structure. 

55. mr w a l l  wood frame building, board and batten siding, gable roof. 
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56. Tenant Hotwe: 2-story seotion that forms ell-shaped plan with 1# story seotion, 
olapboarded wood Frome structure, Interior ohimney a t  juncture in nel l ,n  
porch in re-entrant anglea known now a s  the GrchPrd House: 0.1890. 

57. mc m a l l  wood frame building, board and botten siding, gable roof. 

58. -8 four m e b l - h e  si los sheathed in metal cladding. 

59. -8 annll enclosed wood shed. 

60. South b a n 8  large wood frame barn, borrd and batten siding, jerkinhead roof, ap- 
prmdautely 125 feet  long bg 40 feet  vide, basement is on grade in rwx while 
first floor is on grade in front, mall wood axtension a t  southwest ant 
flanked by tva ooncrete si los,  leanto addition on nartheast side: 0.1875. 

61. Shad: long, low wood Frome shed, open on southeast 1 known a s  -1- shedl c.1950. 

62. - Shed 8 long, low wood frame shed, open on southeast: known a s  mlving shed8 c.1950. 

63. Shinale Houses 14-2 story dwelling, rectangular, wood -me, shingled in gable 
f ie lds  and clapboarded below, gable roof slopes l o w  t o  one story on east side, 
aross-gabled, shingled second story f lares  out slightly a t  base, each sash of 
double-hung sash wirdovs is one large pone rimmed by sm~l l e r  square pones, 
small recessed porch a t  southeast camera 0.1885. 

64. No?Ah Fam House I 2-story, square, olapboarded woad frame building with hip roof, 
entry pmch on west side, re- fenestration: 0.1910. 

65. North Farm Pam: small tarn bui l t  into hillside, with entry on west side into b s e -  
ment level  a t  grade, wood frame with vert ical  siding, gable roof, shed addi- 
tions on east and west ends. 

66. North Farm shed and Silo: long, low,  wood frame shed, open on east side, gable roof, 
shed extension on north side, concrete s i l o  adjacent t o  north end. 

67. Swimalw Pool I south of cottage, paralleled by low retaining mlla 1951. 

68. Littleton Garden: formal garden on south side of main house, a series of walled 
terraces ant steps t o  a retaining wall a t  south end which elevates the garden 
abave the adjaoent f ields t o  the south8 1920s. 

69. cut house^ wood frame, shed roof. 

70. S h e d s  small, square, wood frame struotuca, vert ical  siding, gable roof. 
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1 4 ~ . ~ ,  t o  W.B., 8 My 1818, U.Va. 

1 5 ~ . ~ .  t o  W.B., 22 May 1818, U.Va. 

l6~.&t. t o  W.B., 8 k y  1818, U.Va. 

17~ i t t l e ton  reported that when exaavatiom took place for expmsion of the 
extant wings i n  1922, foundations ware f d  Mioa t ing  that  Monroe had orlginrlly in- 
tended that  the wbgs be longer than they were actually hilt i n  1822-23. Thsre fn 
sane question whether this was true, since Littleton had received some criticirrm far 
altaring the hame, and no decumentrtion has been found supporting h i s  statements, even 
in the Lit t leton/bk H i l l  Papers a t  the University of Virginia. ( 8 ,  Prendergast, Inter- 
view). 

"A list of the Appraisearent of the James Monroe Roperty Cnk H i l l  22  any 
1836, reoorded 14  November 1838, facsimile copy in Ws. Rendergast's collection. 

19ploor plans appear in Joseph P. Dny's NAnnlysis and Report: Cnk H i l l  Farm" 
(New Ymk, 1946)1 copies in Anne H. MeQelland's "mk H i l l :  Artifact of m i c a n  Cul- 
ture" (B.A. Thesis, W i l l i a m s  College, 1978). 

20Ammon, following p g e  3481 W i l l i u a  Penn Wesson, James Monroe (-pel Hill: 
University of N& Carolina, Press, 1971), facing p g e  482. 

2 3 ~ . ~ .  t o  W.B., 8 Hay 1818. 

2 f j ~ . ~ .  t o  J.M., 11 A p r i l  1817, JMML. 

27~oudoun County Deed ~ o o k  3, folio 251, Deed of Samuel L. Gowerneur t o  
George W. Garrett1 regarding the lar fa?a~, see, for example, Wm. Benton's L i s t  of ex- 
hibits,  Benton's Claims and Award Papers, JMML, item number 5 concerninp the hbiring 
of an overseer for the lon farm. 
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28Advertiseaent for C ~ s s i o n e r m s  Sale, attached to "Memorandum of Sale of 
Garrett's Lad,  8 A p r i l  1861 ,I1 Qzoncery C o u r t  R e c d s  of Oreen vs. Garrett, Clerk of 
the Circuit C o u r t ,  Laudoun County Courthourre. Another referenoe appears in the Ad- 
vertisement for the Pootponed Camissionerms W e ,  attached t o  the Auctioneer's Re- 
port of 8 A p i l  1867, also in the records of meen v ~ .  Garrett. 

The Doy R e p o r t  M i c r t e s  the dwelling i n  1946 was called the "White Howe" 
a d  that it had h m n  adjaoent. 

2 9 ~ s .  Psemisrgarrt, Interview. 

30"~udge B.R. W.tsonms Recollections," published in =el C. GilmPnms James 
Monroe and His Relation6 to the Publio Service Dur* HAW a Century. 1776 t o  1 8 2 6 -  
?.~oatonc Haughton Wflin a d  Co., 1883), p. 194. 

31Mcs. Prendergastms research, wing the Hogan Dirrg (*am a private collec- 
tion). 

3 2 ~ ~ e y ,  "Survey," Deed Book 41, folio 1538 Tradition holds that  there was 
a log dwelling on the N o r t h  Farm, a t  l ea s t  bg the oocupnoy of Wria  H.M. Gawerneur 
(Ws. Rendergast, Intarview). 

33See note 27. 

3 5 ~ l m ,  "bp," reproduced in Stephemon, plate 35. 

3 6 ~  references t o  d&ta Pram 1946 are f ram Day's "Analysis and Report" 
(1946). 
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In 1782 Monroe was elected t o  the Virginia Legislature, and in 1783 t o  the 
Congress of the Confederation where he served un t i l  1786. Hie pol i t ica l  thMdng a t  
this time was moderate, b s e d  in port on fear of oentralieotion. Present a t  the An- 
napolis Conference of 1786, Monroe subequently returned t o  the Virginia Legislature 
and n s  elected t o  the State Convention called t o  rat* the Constitution in 1788. 
lie opposed rat if icat ion on the bsis of h i s  peference for  deoentralieed goverment. 
and his strong sectional feelings, but upon ratification Monroe participated as  a 
candidate in the election t o  the first Congress, losing badly to Madison. However, 
in 1790 he was appointed t o  f i l l  a vooanog in the Senate. 

Disptched a s  Minister t o  Pknae by President Washington in 1794, Monroe 
served two years before being reaalled. In hi6 efforts t o  secure French cooperation 
and hfluenced in part  by hie own Renoh sgmp.thies, Monroe had purmed a oourse not 
entirely in accord with the Amerhan Mdnis t ra t ionns  more Anglophile policy. 
Qected Governor of Virginia three oonseautive times, he served in that  capc i ty  frm 
1799 t o  1802. Sent by Jefferson t o  France the next year t o  ass i s t  Robert R, Living- 
ston, Monroe arrived just a f te r  Livingston had obtained Fronee's agreement t o  what 
would be the Louisiana Au'ohase. Monroe subsequently participated in negothtions 
in Madrid relat ive t o  the Floridns, though with l i t t l e  success. In 1805 Jefferson 
dispatched him t o  London where his  efforts t o  secure cessation of the Bcitish prac- 
t ioe  of impressment resulted in a treaty so unsatisfactory t h a t  it was not suh i t t ed  
t o  the Senate. This frustration was followed in 1808 by Monroe's unsuccessful bid 
for  the Presidency against Madison. 

Still possessed of a strong poli t ical  base in Virginia, Monroe was re- 
elected t o  the Virginia Legislature in 1810 and t o  the Governor's post in i8 i i .  In 
need of a Virginion with poli t iaal  influence, MPdison appointed Monroe Seoretary of 
State in 1811. Monroe's efforts  t o  bring abaut a reconciliation with Great E r i t a in  
failed, and in June, 1812 Congress d e c k e d  war on 8ritain. Rcm 1814 t o  1815 Mon- 
roe served simultaneously as  Secretary of State and Secretary of War. The victories 
a t  Flattsburgh and Nm Orleans in 1815 enhanced his prestige, and in 1816 he ma- 
oeeded in his bid for the Presidenay. I n  spi te  of the econanio Panic of 1819, Mon- 
roe was re-elected in 1819, receiving a l l  but one of the electoral votes cast. 

Though in the early years of his poli t ical  career he had been strongly 
sectional and partisan, and his diplamtic missions had been largely unsuccessful, 
Monroe had nwer ceased t o  possess strong poli t ical  credibility in Virginia. In 
the Presidency he had the opportunity t o  exhibit a marked capacity for  administration 
and soundness of judgment. I n  domestic affairs ,  he moved f r m  a conservative t o  a 
more moderate position on the subject of internal improvements by the Federal govern- 
ment. Though he vetoed the Cumberland Road Bill in 1822, his  accompanying message 
was significant: while it denied the Federal government the right of jurisdiction, it 
declared that Congress had unlimited power t o  raise money, "restricted only by the duty 
t o  appropriate it t o  plrposes of camon defense and of general, not local, natioml, 
not State, benefitN-- a position that  opened the way for fiture legislation promoting 
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internal improveanents. The dispute in 1819-1820 over slavery that  erupted in the 
struggle ovmr admission of Missouri as  a state, also put Monroe in the position of 
presiding over the question of Federal jurisdiction when he signed the b i l l  that  ad- 
mitted Pli8souri a s  a slave state,  but prohibitad slavery north of 36" 30' i n  the 
future-- in spite of Monroe's awn doubts over whether the Federal gwenmmt had the 
r ight  t o  emlude slavery in future states. 

In  foreign affairs ,  Monroe tackled a number of important issues including 
limitation of amtamants on the Great Lakes, resolution of the fisheries dbpute, 
agree~nent on the principle of joint ocoupotion of the Northwest, and the acquisition 
of Florida (1819-1820). Hararer, the i sme for whioh his Presidenoy is best known 
grew out of his decision t o  recognize the Mepemdlmae of the former Spanish colonies. 
Possessed of information that  suggested that the Continental parers were contanplat- 
ing reconquest of Spain's former colonies and rest i tut ion of those colonies t o  Spain, 
Monroe ond his Secretary of State John Quinoy Adams constructed the position that  
would  came t o  be known as  the Monroe Doctrine. Lbveloped during the .summer and f a l l  
of 1823, the position was enunointed f i r s t  in Monroe's message t o  Congress that  
Deomnber. Though the principles that  undergirded Monroe's message have been at tr ib-  
uted largely t o  Secretary of State Adams, Monroe has been oredited vith both the 
in i t ia t ive  and the responsibility for  the declaration, and it was Monroe who decided 
t o  announce the position a s  a declaration in his message t o  Congress, rather than 
simply in diplcmatio communications t o  various govermnents. Ths message had four 
basic points I there was t o  be no further o o l o n i ~ ~ t i o n  by h o p e  in the New World, 
the pol i t ica l  system in the Americas was essentially different from Europe's, the 
United States would abstain fran the poli t ical  affairs of h o p e  or existing Euro- 
pean oolonies, and the European nations were not t o  &end their  politico1 system 
t o  any part of the Westan Haisphere. Although a t  the time of its onnouncment it 
drew l i t t l e  attention, the Doctrine's major signifiauroe merged a t  the mi$dla  of the 
19th o a t m y ,  and it served a s  the cornerstone of American foreign polioy. 

When Monroe ret ired frama active pol i t ior l  l i f e  in 1825, a t  the caple t ion 
of h b  aeoond tenn as Resident, he decided t o  follow the example of his  predwessors 
and friends, Jefferson and Mpdison, and avoided involveanent i n  politics.5 

Monroe's Association with O.k H i l l  

The Loudoun County property that  l a t e r  beoame known as  Oak Hill had been 
purchased in 1794 by Judge Joseph Jones, Monroe's maternal uncle, and James Monroe 
from Charles Carter. The deed lists only Judge Jones as  purchasez, but subsequent 
correspondence and Jones' will reveal that, by ag-ent betwean than, frm the be- 
ginning Monroe owned an equal, undivided half of the property, and he corresponding- 
ly used the income frcm h is  estates t o  make payments on the Loudoun property, a t  leas t  
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i n  1 8 0 ~ 1 8 0 5 . ~  The extent of act ivi ty on the property prior t o  Jones' death in 1805 
i s  presently unclear, except for  a reference t o  Jones's herd of sheep.? k i n g  this 
period Monroe's personal and professional l i f e  was centered elsewhere. Joseph Jones, 
Junior, was residing on the property a t  the time of $is death in 1808, a t  which time 
there were sheep and slaves present on the property, and apporenntly sane dis t i l l ing 
of "spiritoua liqaors."9 Monroe's involvement with the Loudoun Cortnty land a t  this 
stage appears t o  have been a s  sxeautor of both Judge Jones's and his son's personal 
estates and a s  invester/cwner. For a time, scmetime after 1808 and prior to 1817, 
his brother Andrew appslrrr t o  hfve resided on the Loudoun County l a d  and m g d  the 
farm there, on Monroems behalf. O However, the farm was less  than optimally q d u c -  
t ive  a t  this time, wing t o  Andrew Monroe's deficiencies in estate management. 

Correspasdence reveals that  it was Monroe's intention t o  mke Albmarle 
County his principal residence and place of wenttul  retirement bwruse of its pd- 
mity t o  his friends, Th-8 Jefferron and James Hc~wever, during Monroe's 
tenure as  Secretary of State (1811-1816) he began t o  spend more t ine a t  the Loudoun 
property, presumably arin t o  its proximity t o  the City of Washington, i n  contrast t o  
his Albemarle residence.i$ With debts accumulating, the Loudoun farm "lmprovlng, and 
the price of land there generally rising," Monroe pit the L d o u n  property up for sale 
in 1814 but was unable t o  obtoin m offer that  met his  own assessment of tha t ract 's  
value.14 Upon his election as  President in 1816, Monroe hired Thomas Slaughter as  
estate manager t o  wersee the operation of the farm a t  Loudoun. With the Albemrrle 
estate too distant t o  make t r i p s  practicable, Monroe appears t o  have oontinu 
spend more time a t  Loudoun, inoluding two or three months i n  the sunnner/fall. 
1817 WilliPm Benton succeeded Slaughter as estate manager, and @woe had Benton 
gear h i s  effor ts  touard the marketability of the Loudoun tract.  However, the 
value of Virginia land remained depressed, sinking even further i n  the Ponic of 
1819.~7 Unable t o  sell the Loudoun FPnn for the price he considered warranted, and 
faced w i t h  mounting debts, Monroe docidad in 1820 to @in selling off h Albeavrrle 

9 8  County lands, and t o  fooas on the Loudoun farm as  his personal rssidence. 

Up un t i l  the t h e  that  Monroe decided t o  keep the Loudoun County farm, he 
and his family had waupied the fraaue cottage that  had apparently been the residence 
of Joseph Jones, ~unior , l9  and subsequently of Monroe's estate % 1818 
there were a t  leas t  f ive  buildings on the farm, in addition t o  the cottage and i t s  
adjacent dependencies (which included the smokehouse) .2i Other than the principal 
dwelling there appear t o  h v e  been two other houses; "the house, near the orchard, 
beyond the wood, in which El l is  lived,"22 and "the house where Peter the Carpenter 
i ~ . " ~ 3  During the f i r s t  three yeors of Benton's employment as  estate manager (Fall, 
1817-1820), he and his family lived the cottage, sharing it with the Monroes 
whenever the l a t t e r  were in Loud-.% The exceptions were the occasions when the 
Monroes brought guests with them, a t  which time Benton appears t o  have teaporlrily 
moved t o  the house near the orahnrd.'5 Although Monroe in 1818 was having improve- 
ments made t o  a l l  the dwellings, it was Benton's l a t e r  assessm n t  that during this 
period "there was but one deasent big house on the Estate. t,22 
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By early 1820, Monroe had deoided t o  improve significantly his accamodations 
in Loudoun by building a new residence for his own use. Planning for the improvement 
appeys t o  have spanned 1820 and 1821, before work began on the foundation in June, 
1822. 7 E3y the end d Septamber 1822 the f-tion, the ground story, and abwe it 
the columns of the portico had been capletad. Although by A u g u s t  1822 Monroe was 
anxious that wq& on the house prweed faster,  it was not ready t o  be occupied un t i l  
April 15, 1823. Tha timber, the provisions and a t  l a r t  some of the labor for the 
projeat had been obtained on the farm itself.% Boause his personal finances were 
constrained, Monroe throughout sought wonany and effioienay, in the hope of aohiev- 
ing his expectation that the construction would st "$5 or 6,000 a t  most," of whioh 
only $3.500 would be "out of.. .poaketM q e n s e a . 3  The oarpentry is own t o  have 
cost Monroe $1,566.29, of which about $200 was spant on the portico. @ 

The design of the new house a t  Ook Hill has frequently been attributed t o  
Thcmns Jefferson, on the hs i s  of a letter i n  1820 in which he transmitted t o  Mon- 
roe a sketch for  the house.33 However, as Mica ted  by Monroe in June 1822, the 
design was the result  of input fram several persons: 

The improvement whbh I am making in Loudoun, virga, was sketched 
p r t l y  by Col. W o r d ,  and partly by Copt" Hobon, and portly by 
ourselves, or rather on sugges ons f r o m  us all.. . .and for the 
plan I have paid not one cent. % 

George Barnford's par t i c ip t ion  i n  the design had also been documented by Monroe in 
a l e t t e r  the prwious year t o  Bentont 

I send you herwith r plan of a house which Col. Banford has drawn 
for  us, and which we very much approve. It is a square building, 
w i t h  two wings, whioh Utter, being one rtory only w i l l  take much 
fewer bricks than one (entire) building. Any explanations which 
you may resgecting &id it, by enclosing me a l e t t e r  t o  h b ,  he 
will give.3 

A floor plan which has survived, and whioh may be the one referenced in th i s  l e t t e r ,  
shows a %out for the amin block of the house that  is quite similar t o  the house 
a s  bu5lt. Writing i n  August 1822, Monroe Mica ted  that "the portico is a new 
and dist inct  part," for  which he insisted that  a s e p r a t e  account be kept.37 It i s  
not clear whether or not the portico was a pr t  of the design a t  the time Monroe 
wrote the statanent above, identifying the persons responsible for designing the 
new house. One scholar has noted a similar between Ook Kill's portico and F Pavillion M of Mr. Jefferson's University --the pavillion for which Monroe in 
1817 la id  the cornerstone, and the p v i l l i o n  a t  which Jefferson contemplated using 
only five columns in the portico (as was done a t  Opk Hill). However, no documento- 
tion i s  presently available t o  clarify authorship of Ook Hill's portico. 
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That construction of the Resident 's  house i n  Loudoun County drew on the 
resources avai lable  t o  Monroe in the  public re-building projsot in Washington, D.C., 
is evidenced by the p r t i c i p t i o n  of engineer George B u n f o r d  (1782-1848) and archi- 
t e a t  James Hobn (0.1762-189) in the design of the  house. Fbther indiaations a r e  
Camhsioner of Publio Works Samuel Lane's l o ln  of a lab- sk i l led  i n  b r i ~ k - m a k i n g , ~ ~  
and the  subnislrion of a proposal f o r  ca try by Ignatioua Meade (who may have been 
the  Moade then working on the C a p i t ~ l ) . ~ J . % m e s  Hobon- arohi tsot  of the  White House, 
archi teat  of the S ta t e  and War Wfiaes,  a s  w e l l  a s  one-time Superintendent of the  -pi- 
tol-- p i u t i c i p t e d  i n  the design, handled the  contracting with the carpenters, main- 
tained the  account8 for that work, undertook the  f i n a l  "measuring1' or  inspection pon 
ampletion of the  carpentry, and advised Monroe on matters l i k e  when t o  plaster.  4? 
Howwer, t he  daily s u ~ r i o n  of a l l  construction f e l l  t o  Will Benton, a s  is 

4 t" abundantly merit frao Monroe's l e t t e r s  t o  his s t ab  manager. * The overseer for 
the  masonry appears t o  have beem Ab#ham Fulton. 3 Carpentry vrs discussed w i t h  two 
different  sources: Ignatioas Meade, and the  team of William Lewis, John Cline, and 
Benjunln Smith (who intended using a book published in 1804 by John EPons a s  "the 
Standard") .45 It is not presently c lear  wham Monroe used f o r  the  carpentry. 

The house t h a t  Monroe b u i l t  simultaneously expresses both the architeotural 
t radi t ions of the  colonial  period and the  grcwing strength of Neoclassicism in the  
f i r s t  quarter of the  nineteenth century. Modest in sise, the  house a s  seen fram the 
north is a simple design that ,  except f o r  the  expansive use of the  semi-circular arch 
in the  recessed entryway and door, i s  essent ial ly  18th century in character. The 
south elevation, however, is decidedly Neoclassical, owing t o  the  giant portico tha t ,  
occupying the  e n t i r e  expanse of the  cent ra l  block, daainates t h a t  elevation. Monroe, 
by his own admbsion, mode a habit  of acquiring sketches of T s he saw t h a t  he 
part icular ly l iked,  both in h i s  European t r r v e l s  and in America He had acoess t o  
s w e r a l  individuals, both soafsllg and professionally, who had oppobili t ies in archi- 
teo tura l  design and construction, and though he drew on t h e i r  ta len ts ,  it appears tha t  
he had strong opinions of his own. The house he hilt a t  h i s  Loudoun County farm ap- 
pears t o  reflect both h i s  strong conservotimu and his euposure t o  current a rch ibc -  
t u r a l  trends, a s  we as the  constraints of scale that were imposed by h i s  personal % f inancial  condition. 7 Although the  wings have since been enlarged, the  moin block 
of the  house stands todoy a s  Monroe bu i l t  it, and the  werall scheme of the  design 
is intact.  

Throughout h i s  Residency, Monroe appePrs t o  have spent a few months of the  
suarme and f a l l  a t  the  Loudoun farm-- which he had begun cal l ing Cak H i l l  around 
1819.' Cak H i l l  served a s  a retreat .  A s  needed, Monroe would return t o  Washington 
i f  summoned by h i s  Cabinet ministers$ otherwise h is  Cabinet, which remained i n  the  
Capital, monitored governmental business awd f o  rded important items t o  the  Presi- 3 In  the summer of 1823, though dent, usually by the  regular post off ice service 
h i s  family apparently was a t  Oak H i l l ,  Monroe remainad i n  the  Capital u n t i l  m i d -  
August t o  work with Secretary Adams on pending diplomatic issues. 9 ~ o r r e s -  
pondence while he was a t  Oak H i l l  t h a t  October indicates tha t  he was s t i l l  working 



NPS Form 1C-000-8 ONB R O .  1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
0.821 Expires 1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 20 Itern number 8 page 6 

then on the position on foreign policy that  he would take in h is  next message t Con- 
gress-- the message which contained what would be known as  the Mollroe Doctrine. & 

The other specific historical went vith which Opk Hill is associated is the 
v i s i t  of General Iafayette during his  tour as  Guest of the Nation, shmtly af ter  Mon- 
roe stepped down Frau the Residency and moved t o  Oak Hill permanently. Lafayetta was 
a guest a t  Oak I1l1l W c e  during August 18251 on August 8-10 accanpanied among others 
by h i s  son and Resident John Quinoy Adama, and on August 25-26 acccmponied among 
others by his  son and Chief Justice John ~srshall .52 

& the time Monroe ret ired frau the Residency he was significantly in debt, 
oving t o  expenses incurred while exeouting h i s  responsibilities in the various diplo- 
matic and administrative posts he had held, ovlng t o  lack of time t o  devote t o  his  
personal Investments while parformlng his  public duties and owing t o  interest  that  
had accrued on the loans that had covered his expenses.53 & 1825, Monroe owed as  
much a s  $15,000, w i t h  the resul t  thnt a l l  h i s  assets, including his  land holdings, were 
I n  jeopPrdy. Requesta for  funds frau Congress produced money t o  relieve only psrt Of 
the debt, w i t h  the r e d t  that  by 1826 Monroe dispoaed of the balance of his  AlbeaPPrle 
holdings, Including Highlands, the principal farm there, by t a l e  and by assignment t o  
the bank holding some of his loans. The struggle t o  relieve himself of his  debt oc- 
cupied a considerable prt of Mcnroe's years of retirement. Wen retention of CBk X i l l  
was not assured, though it remained Monroe's objective: 

If I re ta in  th i s  property I shall  be satisfied. It w i l l  furnish 
an adequate support t o  myself and fomily the residue of my days. 54 

In addition t o  trying t o  s e t t l e  his  financial affairs ,  Monroe's retirement 
a t  Opk Hill focueed on managing his  farm and on his  writing, which included h i s  uto- 
biography a s  vell as  a philosophi~?al history of the origin of free g~ve rnmen t s .~~  lie 
limited his  public act iv i ty  t o  serving briefly as  President of the Virginia Constitu- 
tional Convention, ud serving as  a m e m b e r  of the Board of Visitors for Jefferson's 
University of Virginir. Opk Kill during th i s  period was occupied by the Monroes a s  
well as  thei r  daughter E l i =  Monroe Hay and her fsmily. 

Agriculture had been both an Investment and a personal interest of Monroe's 
throughout his w e e r ,  A s  one of Monroe's biographers has observed, "throughout his 
l S e ,  even while deeply involved in politics, he regarded himself as  a farmer by pro- 
fession, and, l ike  h i s  close friend Jefferson, experienced the greatest sense of con- 
tentment when engaged in the management of his lands."56 During much of his poli t ical  
career Monroe had depended on his  estate managers t o  run the farm on a day-to-day ba- 
s i s ;  harever, through carrespondence and t o  some degree through occasionel v is i ts ,  he 
had clearly directed that management. H i s  tirother Andrew had been unsuited t o  farm 
management, and the subsequent manager, Tl~omas Slaughter, seemed t o  think that the 
farm was In such poor condition that  the task of improving it would be herculean.57 
After his  election t o  the Presidency, Monroe had fortuitously acquired the services 
of W i l l l a m  Benton, a competent estate manager with whom Monroe could work closely, 
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and to whan M o n r o e  oould delegate fully nhen the demurnds of the b sidenoy p w ~ d  
him frm tackling matters he n-Uy would have handled himaelf.$ Benton had d- 
miniatered the farm a t  Ork H i l l  f r ae  mid-1817 unt i l  0.1623 when Monroe's finnnoial 
d i f i iool t ies  uniortunataly -gad that  working re la t io~hip .59  

Upon his retirement, Monroe was able t o  supambe the w t a t e  pas-- 
h is  iaoSiitie8 a t  Cak H i l l ,  and riding oat wwy day t o  w r s e e  their  po- 
Monrodo objeotive was t o  inorase  the return f r o m  the estate, and tarvd 

that  ai he sought effioiamy, greater produotivity, and innoation. In 1810 nonr 
had been elected Vice Rwident  of the a l m o n d  Swiety for b ~ p o t i n g  Agrioulture, 8 
ud. hie oorrespondeme reveals that he was qaiok t o  apply c u r r a t  innmatiom in 
agricultural teohnology or practioe. A t  the farm in Loudom he was a praotioner af 
the progressive taohixlquoa mi d ep ploughing, applying phi6ter/g,vpanm, crop robt ion,  
and f at i l iacrt ion via manuring.82 B i r  oropn -Uy inoluded oorn, grass, w h a t ,  rye, 
ani  orts, rotated with clover and sanetimas timothy. In 1818 particular effwts had 
b a a  made t o  improve the n am, and i n  1822 apeoi.1 attention M gone t o  Improving @ the so i l  on the highhnda. Monroe had for some tiao also had an orchard a t  Ork H i l l ,  
for which he sent trew f rae  Washington, and ( a t  lust  on on oaorsion)-- t o  plant 
the trees-- the -a d o  dM the planting a t  the mp i to l . h  w o e  a lso  had h ~ d s  
of oat t le  and sheep a t  Ork H i l l .  the tlmo of his retirement, enlarging the stock 
of sheep and the production of wool were Monroe's major objectivgg, a s  those act iv i t ies  
would use less  labor and would put the merdars t o  efficient us& To aid the pro- 
ject, Lafayette sent MOlhoe two Hahephb).d*s dogsH from 3fi"". Labor on the p r o m  
ty seema t o  have inoludd both slaves ud hired l a h e r s .  Records for 1623 M h t e  
that a t  that point Monroe had had a t  Cak Hill 44 uSav.nta,ll imlrd& three " H h a ~ "  
(Carpenter, Gardener, and EUckamith), and nine uPlpnbtion Hah.' 

After the death of bs. Monroe in 1830, Itanroe's am dstmiorrting h u l t h  
remlted in hia m d n g  t o  Uew York C i t y  a t  the urging of his daughters. Because of 
his debmaimtion not to ubardenH hi. daughters by living in their  homes, and beeawe 
of his  s t i l l  a t m i t e n d  f i n r . ~ e ~ ,  Monroe dooidd t o  rent a house in New Yak C i t g ,  a s  
he advised Midis08 i n  A p U  1835 I 

I oauld make no scl tablbhent of aqy kitxi uithout the sa le  of my 
property in Loudom, whiah I have adva tbed  f a  the 8th of June, 
and given the nwessary power t o  Mr. Gowanws and my nephew James.. . . 
It is vary distressing t o  me to s e l l  my property in Loudoun, for, 
besides p . r thg  w i t h  a l l  I have i n  the State, I Mtilged a hope, if 
I could retain it, that  I might be able oocpsiomlly t o  v i s i t  it, 
and m ~ b t  qy friends, or aaqp of than, there. But ill h l t h  and 
advanced years prescribe a course which we must pursue. 8 

%e projected sa le  of Cak H i l l  f e l l  through, a fact  which nonroegs elative and 
frisnd, M c h  Ringgold, b l id  would grutly esse Mom'w's -.76 *though by 
June 1831, Monroe was sniously  ill, Ringgold believed that  Monroe's l i f e  might be 
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prolonged if he could be taken tuck t o  Ook Hill, in a litter if n ~ e s 6 u - y . ~  Mon- 
roe's oondition evidently mrde the t r i p  impossible, for  he died i n  New York City the 
next month, on July 4, 1831. 

The heart of Monroe's farm a t  Cak H i l l  has m i v e d  Intact. The new house 
built i n  1822 today i.s the focol point of a group of w e l l  preserved kclldings which 
were associated with James Monroe, including the cottage that  he occupied prior t o  
1823, the smokehouse whioh was present by 1817, the stone springhause, and the U c k -  
amithas shop. Thin grouping of stnratures, together with the mrrounding agricultural 
land, visually convey the period of Wnroe's association w i t h  the farm. ArcheologioU 
investigation has not ocaurred, but MorPoen8 papers mggest thrt there i s  potential 
f a r  archeological resorwes which could pravide further i n f m t i o n  about the period 
of Monroe's occupemy, if those resoarces retain integrity. 

Subsequent H i s t a w  of Ook H i l l  

Upon Monroe's death i n  1831, Oak ill pssed  t o  his  two daughters, E l i =  
Monroe Hay M ).ria I. Monro8 Omrerne~r .7~ Wen EL* Hay moved permanently t o  
mope ,  Wia Gouverneur bought her sister's half interest,  and From the 1830s un- 
til her death in 1850 she a d  her husbnd Samuel L. Gouverneur med, and appear t o  
have resided a t ,  Ook H i l l .  During the 1840s the Gouverneurs sold off three t racts  
totaling 901 acres. Between 1852 and 1870 Samuel L. Gouverneur and his  new W e  
sold off the r e s t  of the Land of Cak H i l l ,  of which one t rac t  went t o  the Hogan 
f.mily, and three t racts  (including the main t rac t  of 590 acres with the dwellings) 
t o  John W. Fa i r fu ,  a Colonel in the Confederate Army. In 1870, owing apprrently 
t o  financial di f f icul t ies  occasioned by the Civil War, Pairfox sold 800 acres of 
his holdings a t  Opk H i l l  t o  Mary Ouinby a d  h a  huntand Dr. George A. Ouinby, fi- 
nanced by Ms. Ouinbyss father, John Sneden of New York. Ihe Quhbys operated a 
substantkl  dairg fum a t  Ook H i l l  before selling the propnrty tuck t o  John Fair- 
faxes son Hemy, who ran first a highly rrufcessfiil business there breeding hackney 
horses, then switched Lrrgely t o  cattle.  In 1920 the p'oprty was sold t o  Frank 
Littleton who had the main house enlarged in 1922 by architeot Henry Eavis Whitfield, 
created the f o r m ~ l  garden south of the house, and landscrped the drivewry. Little- 
ton's finonoial diffiaultiea led t o  the sa le  of @k H i l l  in 1948 at auction, a t  
which time it became the residenoe of Thauas N. Delnshmutt and his  wife, Eugene 
Reed DeLashmutt (now Ms. Joseph Prendergaat). 
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'Richard B. Morris, EncgclopediD of American Ustorg: (New Yorki Earper & 
Row, 19651, P. 162. 

2Except a s  otherwise noted, the wteriol regarding Monroe's poli t ical  
career is drawn from the Dictionary of Ameriaan Biography (1943). s.v. "Monroe, James", 
by Dexter Perlcins. 

3Harw kmaon, James Monroe: The Quest for National Identity (New Yorki 
McGraw-Rill Book Caapny, 1971), pp. 3-4. 

6~pmes Monroe (J.M.) t o  , 3 May 1814, Monroe Papers, New York Pub- 
l i c  Library (=)# J.M. t o  William Benton (W.B.), 22 May 1818, Monroe hpers ,  Uni- 
versity of Virginin (U.Va.); Ammon, 115. 

~ J . M .  t o  , 3 May 1814, NYPL. 

'?&id. - ( Loudoun County, Deed Book x, folio 24, John thcltin t o  James Won- 
roe, 29 August 1812. 

9~oudoun County Order Book, 13 November 1809, p. 142. 

1 0 ~ o n ,  347, drawn from Monroe's oorrespondmoe; also J .M. t o  9 

3 May 1814, NYPL; Tax Memo, Andrew Monroe t o  Sheriff, Ook IUll P.prs, James Mon- 
roe Museum and Library (JMML), Frederioksburg, Va. 1 Advertisement (draft),  4 Feb. 
1814, faosimile copy in  colleotion of MFS. Joseph Rendergast. 

12~nnnon, 115, 408r W i l l i a m  Penn Cresson, James Monroe (Chapel H i l l  : Uni- 
versity of North Carolina Press, 1971), p. 104-5. 

145.M. t o  , 3 May 1818, NYPL; J.M., Advertisement (draft) ,  4 Feb. 
1814, facsimile copy in oollection of Mrs. Joseph Prendergast. 
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STA- OF SIGNIFICAWCE, Continued 

15Ammon, 2 9 ,  4081 J.M. t o  W.B., 27 A p i l  1818, U.Va. 

19s43e footnote 7: a lso  based on arohiteat-1 evidence. 

20~egprding Benton, see William Benton, Claims and A d s  Papers, 1824, 
JMML. 

"Mark Hmsey, "Swvey of the ~oudoun h r m  of Col. ~a'. Monroe Resident 
O f  the United States," 25 MEy 16l8, Loudoun County Deed Book 41, p. 152 (foUrrUing 
Deed of Gaweneur t o  Bibm, 17 Septe~~ber 1834): regarding the emokehouse, see 
Thamas Slaughter (T.S.) t o  J.M., 11 A p r i l  1817, JMML. 

2 2 ~ . ~ .  t o  W.B., 27 A p r i l  1818, U.Va. 

2 3 ~ , ~ .  t o  W.B., 8 My 1828, U.Va. 

24~opy of A w u d  far Mn. Benton, 6 A p r i l  1824, 4th i t e m ,  Jnnt: Copy of EX- 
planatorg Notes by Wm. Benton, 20 Maroh 1824, JMUL. 

26~opy of Expbnrtary Notes by Um. Bsnton, Banton Claims and A d s  Papers, 
20 March 1824, JMML. 

27~homas Jefferson t o  J .M., 27 June 1820, University of Virginia; J .M. t o  
W.B., 13 Janunry 1821, Monroe Bpers, Library of Congress (LC), Series 1, Reel 7; 
Ignatious Meode t o  James Hobn, 24 F e w  1821, James Monroe PIpars i n  V i r ~ i n i P  
Repositories (Charlottemiller University of Virginia Microfilm Biition, 1969); Des- 
ariptive Contract for  Carpenter's Work with Addendum s w e d  by Lewis, Cline, and 
S m i t h ,  1 Wmh 1821, m. 

28~brahsm Fulton, Building Account, June-Septembar 1822, JMUL.. 
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STATEMZNT OF SIGNIFICANCE, Continued 

2 9 ~ . ~ .  t o  W.B., 12 August 1822, U.Va. 8 J .M. t o  , 14 A p r i l  1823, 
reierenoed by &me 8. MoCleUnd i n  "Oak BFU; hr t i fao t  of Ammian Culturen (B.A. 
Thesis, W i l l i a m s  College, 1978), p. 66, 

~OJ.M. t o  W.B., 12 August 1822, U.VA. 

91bld.(  - J.M. t o  , 12 June 1822, U.S.Milihry Aoadmy, West Point, 
photostat a t  Library of Congress, Container 1, Monroe Papers. 

~ ~ J m e s  Hoban, m i n g  Account, 26 Ootober 1822, Oek H i l l  Papers, JMML. 

3%"l'aass Jefferson t o  J.M., 27 June 1820, U. Va. 

345 .M. t o  , 12 June 1822, u.s.M.A., W. R., also LC. 

~SJ.M. to  W.B., 13 January 1821, Monroe Papers, LC, Series 1, Reel 7. 

%Int i t led  floor plan (Cellar Story.. .and 2& Story.. . ) , accompsnying 
Ignatious Meode t o  James Hobn, 24 Feb. 1821, James Monroe kpe r s  in Va. Repositories. 

3 7 ~ . ~ .  t o  W.B., 12 Augwt 1822, U.Va. 

39J .~ .  t o  W.B., 8 January 1821, LC, Ser.1, Reel 7. 

40Ignatious Meode t o  James H o b ,  24 Feb. 1821, James M o n r o e  kpe re  in Va. 
Repositories) MoQelland, 20-21. 

4l~ames Bobsn, WlFZding Aooount, 26 Oot. 1822, JMMLi J.M. t o  * 
12 June 1822, U.S.M.A., W. Pt., also LC; Ignatious M d e  t o  James ~ o b s n ~ .  1821, 
James Monroe F'apers i n  Va. Repositories; J.M. t o  W.B., 28 October 1822, LC, Ser.1, Reel 
71 James H o b ,  Memorandum, 2 July 1822, JMML, (payment for  stone-laying that m y  be 
Qlk H i l l ' s  foundation); J.M. t o  W.B. 12 August 1822, U.Va,; J.M. t o  W.B., 4 Feb. 1822, 
LC, Series 1, Reel 7. 

4 2 ~ e e  a l l  correspondenoe with William Benton during th is  pericd, especially 
J.H. t o  W.B., 12 August 1822, U.Va.8 also Wm. Benton, Memorandum, 20 March 1824, LC, 
Series 2, Reel 10. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE, Contirmed 

43~braham Fulton, Building Aooount, June-September 1822, JMML. 

%gnatious Mende t o  James Hobon, 24 Feb. 1821, James Monroe Papers in  Va. 
Repositories. 

45~esoriptioe Contract fo r  Carpenter's Work with Adddum signed by Lewis, 
W e ,  .and Smith, 1 Mvoh 1821, JMML. 

4 6 ~  .M. t o  , 12 June 1822, U.S.M.A., W. Pb., also LC* 

M t o  W.B., 12 A u g u s t  1822, U.Va.8 J.M. t o  W.B., 13 Jan. 1821, LC, 
Series 1, Reel 78 Ignatious M d e  t o  James Hobn 24 Feb. 1821, James Monroe h p a s  
i n  Va. Repositories: these are the principal sources f o r  referenoes t o  keeping the 
project w m d o a l .  

name "Oak H i l l "  s e w  t o  appear first in a l e t t e r  of 5 October 1819 
from J.M. t o  Thgmps Jefferson (Plpers of Mrs. Joseph Prendwgast). 

 MS. Prendergrrst's research notes indieate tha t  J.M. wrote t o  Jefferson 
(17 Octobep. 1823) and Madism (17 October 1823) asking thei r  advice, frcan Oak W1, 
and received replies (24 October, 30 October respeotivelg). 

5 2 ~ o n ,  550-51 1 J .M. t o  James Monroe (nephw) , 26 August 1825, college of 
W i l l i a m  and mry. 

'% .M. t o  Lafayette, 30 May 1826, NYPL. 

5%nnu~n8 546, 548, 551, 556, 576, Daniel C. Gilmsm, James Monroe in His Relations (thestono Coughton, 
Mifflin and Co., 1883). p. 200. 
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STA- OF SIGNIFIWCE. Continued 

5 7 ~ e e  pr t iou lor ly  Thauas Slaughter t o  J.M. , 4 April 1817, m. 

*see J .M. Ts letters t o  W.B., inoludhg 3 Jan., 27 Apr. 6 Mayo 22 
14 Aug. 18181 13 Nw. 18191 12 Aug. 18221 28 Oot. 1822, a l l  a t  U.Va.1 also  ent ton's 
Qaims and Awards Papers, JMMLl J .M. t o  W.B., 8 Jan., 13 Jan. 1821, 4 Feb. 1822, LC. 

59~illi.m Benton, Claims a d  Awards Apers, JMHL. 

6 2 ~ e e  Thomas Slaughter's l e t t e r s  t o  J.M., inoludhg 31 Jan., 1 April, 
4 A p r i l ,  15 April, 19 July 1817, a l l  a t  J M l  also Monroe's l e t t e r s  t o  Benton, 
cited in footnote 581 h o n ,  547. 

6 3 ~ . ~ .  to W.B., 8 May 1818, U.Va.; J.M. to  W.B., 12 Aug. 1822, U.Va. 

6 4 ~ . ~ .  t o  W.B., 3 Jan. 1818, U.Va.1 J.M. t o  W.B., 4 Feb. 1822, LC, Reel 8. 

6 5 ~ . ~ .  t o  Samuel L. Gaaverneur, 16 Aug. 1826, NYPL. 

66~afayette t o  J.M., 28 Nw. 1826, NYPL. 

6 7 ~ o n ,  1 Tax Mano, Andrew Monroe t o  Sheriff, JMML Inventory of Ser- 
vants, Stock & Plantation Utensils on the President's Estate in Loudoun, 25 Nw. 
1823, U.Va.; see also Thomas Slaughter's l e t t e r s  t o  J.M. ( l i s ted  above). 

''Inventory of Servants, Stock & Plantation Utensils on the Resident's 
Estate in Loudoun, 25 Nov. 1823, U.Va. 

6 9 ~ . ~ .  t o  James MPdison, 11 April 1831, reproduc&in Gilman, 196-197; see 
also h o n ,  569-570. 

?"&amon, 571. 

7I~enoh Ringgold t o  Samuel L. Gouverneur, 13 June 1 8 9  (see Ammon, 571). 

72The following is based on a t i t l e  search in the Loudoun Co. Courthousei 
additional data about the aotivi t ies of the subsequent m e r s  i s  available i n  MoClel- 
land, 82-1 33. 



NPS Form 100W.a 
W2I 

OMS No. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
E x p i r e s  1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 28 Item number 9 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Primary Sources 

Fredericksburg, Va. James Monroe Euseum and Library. Oak Hill Papers. 

James Monroe Papers in Virginia Repositories. Charlottesvil le,  Va.: University of 
Virginia Microfilm m i t i o n ,  1969. 

New York, N.Y. N e w  York Public Library. James Monroe Papers. 

Prendergast, Eugene Reed (Mrs. Joseph Prendergast). Interviews, May-July 1985. 

Washington, D.C. Libraryiof Congress. James Monroe Papers. 

Williamsburg, Va. College of W i l l i a m  and Mary. Ear l  Gregg Swan Library. James 
Monroe Papers. 

Secondary Sources 

Ammon, Harry. James Monroe: The Quest f o r  National I d e n t i k ~ .  New Yorki McGraw- 
H i l l  Book Company, 1971. 

Cresson, W i l l i a m  Penn. James Monroe. Chapel H i l l i  University of North Carolina 
Press, 1971. 

Day, Joseph P. "Analysis and Report: Oak H i l l  Farm." Appraisal f o r  Frank L i t t l e -  
ton. New York, 1946. 

Dictionary of American Bio~raphy. 1943 Edition. S.V. "Bomford, George," by Thomas 
M. Spaulding. 

. S.V. "Hoban, James," by Sidney F. Kimball. 

. S.V. "fiionroe, James," by Dexter Perkins. 

Gilman, Daniel C. James I-lonroe i n  His Relations t o  the  Public Service During Xalf 
a Century, 1776 t o  1826. Bostonr Houghton Mifflin and Company, 1883. 

Head, James. History and Commerce of Loudoun County, Va. 1908. 

McClelland, Anne. "Oak H i l l ,  Ar t i fact  of American Culture." B.A. Thesis, W i l -  
liams College, 1978. 



NPS Fom f0.800. 
0.821 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 29 ltem n u m k  9 

Morris, Richard B. Encyclopedia of American History. Nets Yorkr Xarper & Row, 1965. 

Poland, Charles Preston. Frgn Frontier t o  Suburbia. Marceline, Mo.1 Wadsworth Atb- 
l i sh ing  Co., 1976. 

Stephenson, Richard W. The Cartography of Northern V i r g i n i a ~  Facsimile Reproductions 
of Maps dating from 1608 t o  1915. Fairfax, Va.: Fairfax County Office of 
Comprehensive Flaming, 1981. 

Williams, Harrison. Lee;ends of Loudoun~ An Account of t he  History and Homes of a 
Border County of Virginia's Northern Neck. Richondl Garrett  and Massie, 
1 938. 



NPS Form 10.WO.a 
W2) 

ons No. 1024-0018 
E r p i r e ~  1 0 - 1 1 - 6 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 30 Item number Page 1 

From a point A ,  a t  the  southwest corner of the  junction of U.S. Route 15 
and County Route 612, a corner of the  main Cak H i l l  t r a c t  and the  right-of-way of 
County Route 612, thence west along the  south boundary of County Route 612 about 
2900 f e e t  t o  B, a bend in County Route 612, thence southwest along the eas t  boundary 
of County Route 612 approximately 10,400 f e e t  t o  C, t h e  point where the eas t  boundary 
of County Route 612 in te rsec ts  t h e  southwest boundary of the t r a c t  sold in 1806 by 
Joseph Jones, J r . ,  t o  James Swart (being a l so  i n  1806 the  boundary of Charles Kercer's 
land) , l  thence southeast along t h e  l i n e  of the Jones sa l e  t o  Swart (described i n  
1806 a s  a l i n e  extending N 35.40 W from the  L i t t l e  River) t o  D, a point where the 
Swart l i n e  in te rsec ts  with L i t t l e  River (described in 1806 a s  the  point "where the 
or iginal  patent l i n e  crosses l i t t l e  r iver" ) ,  thence in a southerly direct ion with 
the  meander of L i t t l e  River along the  e a s t  bank of t h e  r ive r  t o  E, the southwest cor- 
ner (corner "E) t o  the  Gouverneur s a l e  t o  Garrett i n  1847,~ thence leaving t h e  r iver  
along the  l i n e  of Gouverneur t o  Garret t  S 34OE 28 poles t o  F, a corner i n  t h e  l i n e  
of Gouverneur t o  Garrett,  and a corner t o  Nathan Skinner's t r a c t  (1847) , 3  thence 
wi th  the l i n e  of Gourverneur t o  Garrett  (a lso the l i n e  of Nathan Skinner) S 30" 40' E 
241 4/10 poles t o  G ,  a corner t o  the  Gouverneur sa l e  t o  Garrett (also a corner of 
Nathan Skinner), thence along the north boundary of U.S. Route 50 (also the  l i n e  of 
Gouverneur s a l e  t o  Garrett) 60 1/10 poles t o  H, the  intersect ion of the north boundary 
of U.S. Route 50 and the west boundary of U.S. Route 15 (also corner t o  the Gouverneur 
sa l e  t o  Garrett) ,  thence northward along the west boundary of the current path of 
U.S. Route 15 (a l so  the west boundary of the  present Oak H i l l  Farm) t o  the  beginning, 
a t  t h e  intersect ion of the west boundary of the  current U.S. Route 15 and the  south 
boundary of County Route 612. 

'~oudoun County, Deed -- Book 2H, fo l io  334, Joseph Jones, J r . ,  t o  James Swart, 
17 !;arch 1806. 

2 ~ e e  survey and p l a t  in Loudoun County Deed Book 5A,  fo l io  248, Samuel L. 
Gouverneur and Maria H. Gouverneur t o  George Garrett and Lucinda Garrett,  25 Decem- 
ber 1847. The t r a c t  i s  a l s o  described in Deed Book 6B, f o l i o  484, B.?. Noland, Com- 
missioner, t o  John Sneden 28 May 1871, and i l l u s t r a t ed  i n  the records of Garrett vs. 
Sneden (1877), Loudoun County Chancery Court Records. 

3 ~ e e  Deed Book 5 A ,  f o l i o  248. -- 
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Boundary Jus t i f ica t ion  

The boundary of the  National Historic Landmark encompasses 1136 acres of 
Monroe's farm, which had to ta led  1898 acres in 1818 and over 2100 acres i n  1825. It 
encompasses the  hear t  of Monroe's farm-- a l l  of the Monroe land t h a t  has been associ- 
ated with the  Oak H i l l  t r a c t  throughout most of the  19th century and a l l  of the 20th 
century. Those portions of the  main t r a c t  of the present Oak Hill Farm t h a t  were not 
pa r t  of Monroe's holdings have been omitted. 

The boundary is based on h i s to r i ca l  association with Monroe, a consistent 
pattern of agr icu l tura l  use, and in t eg r i ty  of appearance a s  wel l  a s  use; it i s  fur- 
t he r  supported by h i s to r i ca l  relationships of the property t o  adjacent roadways, and 
t o  se t t ing  in terms of s igh t  l ines .  Monroe's personal involvement i n  the development 
and management of h i s  farm a t  Oak H i l l  makes appropriate the designation of the  farm- 
land i n  addition t o  t h e  foca l  buildings and s i t e s .  The land has been continuous'ly 
used fo r  agr icu l tura l  pursuits since Monroe's occupancy. That i n t eg r i ty  i s  apparent 
from the layout of f i e l d s  and meadows, and the  farming a c t i v i t i e s  which s t i l l  occur. 

The eas t  boundary of the  landmark i s  the old road between Aldie and Leesburg, 
known i n  Monroe's day a s  t h e  Carolina Road (which had been re-routed t o  that road) and 
then known a s  the  Leesburg-Aldie !bnpike. That roadbed bounded Monroe's t r a c t  i n  his  
day, except f o r  a small section of land a t  the northeast corner of h i s  holdings (which 
lay  on the  eas t  s ide of the  ~oad). @I the  north, the  landmark i s  bounded by the same 
l i n e  t h a t  delineated Monroe's holdings during h is  ownership, along which l i n e  the 
"back road t o  Aldie" (County Route 612) developed sometime in the 19th century. When 
t h a t  back road turns  southward, it leaves the old Monroe boundary, but it follows, for  
a distance, the  western l i n e  of the  land on the west s ide of L i t t l e  River, which had 
been par t  of t h e  Monroe land t h a t  was sold off in the  19th century and then repur- 
chased~ the  land returned t o  Oak H i l l  from the Hogan family and the Gulick family, 
and the  repurchased land t h a t  had been sold i n  1806 by Joseph Jones, J r .  without Mon- 
roe's permission. Thus, f o r  most of i t s  length, the back road t o  Aldie became Oak 
Hill's west boundary during the period 1853-1895. The remainder of the landmark's 
west boundary i s  the  L i t t l e  River, which segment of the  r ive r  bounded Nonroe's land 
during h is  l i f e t h e .  The landmark's south boundary a l s o  corresponds t o  the  boundaries 
Monroe knewt par t  of the  south boundary was the  dividing l i n e  between Plonroe's Pro- 
perty and the  farm of Nathan and Peter Skinner, and the r e s t  ran (as it does today) 
along the roadbed of the old road t o  Alexandria, or the L i t t l e  River k n p i k e  (U.S. 
Route 50, S ta te  Route 236). 

The main house stands on a r i s e  of ground from which it has s ignif icant  
v i s t a s  over the  Monroe farmland t o  the  north and south, a s  well a s  eastward across 
the  Carolina Road (U.S. Route 15). Trees and undergrowth s t r e t ch  along the  meander- 
ing paOh of L i t t l e  River which l i e s  west of the main house. That vegetation, coupled 
with the  t rees  and thick vines t h a t  border the  property along County Route 612 ( the 
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back road) separate t h e  main Cak H i l l  t r a c t  visual ly  from the lands t h a t  a r e  west of 
the  back road-- the  lands t h a t  were sold off during the 19th century and never re- 
purchased. The only section of the  back road from which the main house can be seen 
during the summer is an wcasional break in the  vegetation d i r ec t ly  north of the 
house. 

The land included within the  landmark boundary consists of: the  590-acre 
t r a c t  (containing the main house and cottage) sold by Samuel L. Gouverneur in 1852 
t o  john Fairfax, about 94 acres of land that Gouverneur had sold t o  t h e  Gulicks i n  
1846-47 but t h a t  John Fairfax re-acquired in 1853, about 240 acres  t h a t  Gouvg~neur 
had sold in 1847 t o  t h e  Garretts  but t h a t  John Sneden re-acquired f o r  t h e  Quinbys 
in 1871, about 132 acres  that Gouverneur had sold in 1857 t o  the  Hogan family, but 
that Henry Fairfax re-acquired i n  1895, and about 42 acres of the  t r a c t  that Joseph 
Jones, Jr .  had sold t o  James Swart in 1806 and t h a t  John Sneden repurchased. A 
small amount of additional land was added t o  Cak H i l l ' s  east edge in the  20th cen- 
tu ry  when some s l i g h t  straightening of U.S. Route 15's roadbed occurred. The very 
small amount of a n d  t h a t  was thus added t o  the  farm i s  included within the  boundary 
i n  deference t o  the h i s to r i c  re la t ionship of Oak H i l l  with this road-- the  old 
road t h a t  led  t o  Leesburg during Monroe's day and t h a t  i s  now known a s  U.S. Route 15. 
The portion of Monroe's farm that i s  excluded from the landnark consis ts  of land 
t h a t  was lega l ly  separated from the cent ra l  par t  of the farm, including the  balance 
of the  land sold t o  the  Gulicks i n  1846-47, the  balance of the  land sold t o  the 
Hogans i n  1857, a small woodlot located a distance t o  the  west of the  present Oak 
H i l l  Farm, and the  northeast section of land (most of which Monroe acquired i n  
1825) known i n  the 19th century a s  the  Boggess Tract, that John Fairfax s p l i t  off 
from the m a i n  Oak H i l l  land i n  1870. 

 he omitted land was largely acquired by John Sneden and Frank Litt leton. 






