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Oatlands house i s  a l a r g e  f ive -pa r t  Federal mansion wi th  stuccoed b r i c k  w a l l :  
The c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  house is th ree  s t o r i e s  i n  he ight  covered by a low 
hipped roof which i s  hidden by a parapet .  The roof of the  house w a s  designer 
t o  be topped by an  octagonal  cupola, but it i s  unce r t a in  whether it was 
ever  b u i l t .  The c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  i s  fronted by a t e t r a s t y l e  Roman Cor in th ian  
por t i co  which was added i n  1827 according t o  George C a r t e r ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
Flanking the  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  aye  two-bay two-story wings crowned by parapets .  
Beyond each of these  wings is  a n  octagonal-ended two-story p ro jec t ion  which 
i n  each case  con ta ins  a s t a i r c a s e .  With the  exception of the  a d d i t i o n  of a 
one-story porch on the  octagonal-ended drawing room, the house has changed 
very  l i t t l e  s i n c e  the  a d d i t i o n  of the  por t ico .  
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I n  addiqion co the  , l a r g e  entTance b a l l ,  the  house conta ins  f i v e  p r i n c i p a l  
rooms og t h e  f i r s t , f l o o r  wi th  numerous bedrooms on the  upper two f l o o r s .  A 
s i m p l i c i t y  06 layout  is revealed in , , the  plan designed by George Car t e r  and 
re t a ined  by the  Eus t i s  family,  t he  last p r i v a t e  owners. The ent rance  door 
has a d e f i n i t e  Adamesque c h a r a c t e r  both i n  the  leaded t r ace ry  a t  the  s i d e  
windows and the  overdoor l u n e t t e ,  and i n  the  e n t a b l a t u r e  f r i e z e  below the  
cornice .  The co rn ice  and f r i e z e  i n  the  octagonal drawing room a l s o  r e f l e c t  
the  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  taste o f  the Adam period,  al though the  co rn ice  moldings 
and c e i l i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  rooms a r e  of a s imple,  s o l i d  cha rac te r  
r e f l e c t i n g  the  Greek Revival s t y l e .  

The house i s  s i t u a t e d  on a broad t e r r a c e  which has a commanding view of the  
surrounding farm lands and the  Blue Ridge Mountains beyond. To the  e a s t  
of the  house a r e  the  extens ive  formal gardens l a i d  ou t  circa 1803 by George 
Car t e r  and enlarged and re s to red  by the  Eus t i s  family. The gardens are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  noted f o r  t h e i r  f i n e  boxwood. The northwestern corner  of the  
gardens i s  bordered b i  t h e  formally designed outbui ld ings  and  ear 
the  sou theas te rn  c o m e r  o f  the  gardens a r e  the  numerous farm bui ld ings ,  
some bf'which d a t e  t o  the early-hinet 'eenth century.  .Surrounding t h e  complex 
of bu i ld ings  and gardens is a l a r g e  infonna1,park . . and t h e  farmlands beyond. 
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Oatlands house was b u i l t  between 1800 and 1803 by George C a r t e r ,  son of 
Robert "Councillor" C a r t e r  of N o m i n i ' k l l ,  and great-grattdson o f  Robert 
"King" Carter of Corotoman. The l a n d ' d n  which the  housd was b u i l t  was 
p a r t  of  a 63,093 a c r e  t r a c t  which ~ o u n c i l l o r ' C a r t e r  had-purchased ' in  1776 
from t h e  e s t a t e  of  Lord Fa i r f ax ,  p r o p r i e t o r  of t h e  Northern Neck. 
Counci l lor  Car t e r  gave 5,000 a c r e s  of t h i s  t r a c t ,  which came t o  be known 
a s  Oatlands,  t o  George Car t e r  a s  h i s  coming-of-age g i f t  i n  1798. 

The des ign  of t h e  house i s  c r e d i t e d  t o  George C a r t e r  h imsel f ,  who der ived  
h i s  i deas  from examples i n  William chambers' _A T r e a t i s e  on C i v i l  Archi tec ture  
published i n  London i n  1768. Not only d i d  Car t e r  des ign  t h e  house and 
supe rv i se  i ts  cons t ruc t ion ,  bu t  he a l s o  l a i d  o u t  t h e  ex tens ive  formal 
gardens and planned t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s  and 
ou tbu i ld ings .  

> , .  , . , I .  . .  . 
L , , ,  . i .  <;.. I . I  . ... 

Oat lands wefit &to  a d e c i i n e  i n  the  f d l l k j i n k '  't'iie"~ar'tiktij;ien 

. . the  S t a t e s  , .. ,!. . s o  t h a t  by 1897 t h e  Carte? family s o l d  I. .  t h e  ... , e s t a t e  t o  S t i l s o n  
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t h e  e s t a t e  was acqui red  by William Corcoran Eus t i s ,  grandson of  W i l l i a m  
Wilson Corcoran, p h i l a n ~ h r o p ~ i ~ t ' ~ ~ d ' ' d d ~ b ~ ~ o f ~ t h e ' ' C 6 r ~ ~ r ~ n '  Gal le ry  bf Xrt'; 
and by h i s  wife  Edi th ,  daughter  of  Levi Parsons Morton, Vice-President  
o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  under Benjamin Harrison. The house and p a r t  of 
i t s  farm were given i n  1965 t o  the  National  T rus t  f o r  H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  
which c u r r e n t l y  e x h i b i t s  t h e  house and sponsorseques t r ian  even t s  on t h e  
grounds. 

As a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  Oatlands house wi th  i ts  extens ive  gardens and numerous 
ou tbu i ld ings  ranks a s  one of t h e  most e l a b o r a t e  Federal  count ry  s e a t s  in  
America. The complex i s  a l s o  va luab le  a s  a s o c i a l  document e x h i b i t i n g  
t h e  elegance o f  V i rg in i a  count ry  l i f e  i n  both t h e  ea r ly -n ine teen th  and 
e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s .  

. 



Sherwood, Brinton,  "Oatlands," His tor ic  Preservation, Vol. 18-No. 2 (March- 
A p r i l ,  1966). pp. 52-63. 
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I 10. GEOGIAPH l G L  DATA I 
1)  P l o t t i n g  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  boundar ies  e x t e c d s  from t h e  Leesburg  

Quadrangle  (V i rginia-Loudoun Co., 7.5 m i n ~ t e  s e r i e s )  t o  t h e  
L inco ln  Quadrangle  (Virginia-Loudoun Co., 7.5 minu t e  s e r i e s ) .  

2) The f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n c l u d e s  p r o p e r t i e s  c u r r e n t l y  owned 
by t h e  Nat iona l  T r u s t  f o r  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e w a t i o n ,  u n d e r  a c q u i s i -  
t i o n  by  t h e  Nat iona l  T r u s t ,  pending e a s e z a n t  to t h e  Na t i ona l  
T r u s t  and  p r e s e n t l y  under  open  s p a c e  ea scq2n t  to t h e  V i r g i n i a  
Outdoors  Fogada t ion .  

Beginning a t  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h z  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
l i n e  e x t e n d s  WEST a long  S t a t e  R t .  651 c r o s s i n g  R t .  15 t o  t h e  
Northwest  c o r n a r  o f  t h e  Mountain Gap Sdqool s i t e ;  t u r n i n g  to  t h e  
WEST-SOUTHVEST t h e  l i n e  e x t e n d s  app rox ima te ly  4300' to t h e  
wes te rnmos t  p o i n t  where t u r n i n g  to t h e  SS'liH, t h e  1 i n e  e x t e n d s  to 
t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge  of  S t a t e  R t .  733; t u r n i n g  EAST, t h e  l i n e  runs  
a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  edge  of S t a t e  R t .  733 t o  a p o i n t  s l i g h t l y  w e s t  
o f  Rt. 1 5  where i t  t u r n s  NORTH f o r  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  and t h e n  
EAST c r o s s i n g  R t .  15 ,  o m i t t i n g  t h r e e  ~ O I J ~ ~ S  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  
Rts. 733 and 15, i t  p roceeds  sou th  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  R t .  1 5  
t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  OF Rts. 1 5  and  650; where ,  t u r n i n g  w e s t r ' i  t re- 
c r o s s e s  R t .  15,  to  t h e  bank o f  Goose Crel-k, o p p o s i t e  t h e  j u n c t i o n  
o f  S t a t e  Rts. 15 and 650; t h e n  e x t e n d i n g  EAST a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  
bank i t  p a s s e s  u n d e r  R t .  1 5  to t h e  Oa t l and  M i l l s  s i t e ;  i t  t u r n s  
NORTH boundzd on t h e  e a s t  by S t a t e  R t .  650, to a ~ o i n t  app rox i -  
m a t e l y  150  ya rd s  n o r t h  of  BM 317 where  i t  t u r n s  due  Nor th  r e tu rn -  
i ng  to t h e  p o i n t  o f  b e g i n n i n g  on S t a t e  R t .  651 bounded by t h e  
l a n d s  o f  Edqar Younq Estate. Kath leen  C. England and Mslv in  Bush; 








