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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if khown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rokeby is situated off Route 650 in the rolling farm lands of Loudoun County,
_just south of Leesburg. The large, mid-eighteenth~ century house has been
added to exten51ve1y, but retains many early features, :

The original section is a two-story, five-bay brick building set on a low
basement and is one of the few houses standing in Loudoun County that is i
built entirely in Flemish bond (both above and below the molded water table)|
The house originally had brick jack arches over the windows and a clipped ‘
gable roof with four free~standing interior end chimneys. A renovation in
the mid-1830s resulted in the replacement of the arches with flat wooden
lintels and the extension of the gables to meet gable-end parapets between
the chimneys, alse rebuilt. Further alterations to the exterior imcluded
_the addition of a stone porte cochdre, This was removed during a 1959 ren-
ovation which included the addition of a pedimented frontispiece doorway;
louvered blinds, and modern six-over-aine and six-over-six sash.._

The plan of the original section is double-pile with a ‘central stair passage|
- The woodwork was altered both in nineteenth- and mid-twentieth-century ren-
ovations. The former is responsible for the architrave trim with bulls-eye
blocks on the first floor, the plaster cornice in the entrance hall, and

for some of the mantels, such as that in the northeast bed chamber w1th its
symmetrically molded pilasters and entablature blocks. The latter resulted
in the installation of most of the other mantels and incidental txim, as

| well as the division of several back rooms into bathrooms and dreSSLng TOOms
There is an interesting Colonial Revival mantel in the southeast (living)~
room on the first floor, consisting of a palr of fluted Roman Doric colonettes
carrying entablature blocks with plastér figures in relief and surmcunted by
a molded shelf. The whole is highlighted by a central tablet enriched with
an allegorical scene depicted in plaster relief,

The c¢ellar is of partlcular interest, In the central passage at the front
of the house is a vault with a barrel-vaulted roof and a brick tile floor
recessed ten inches below the cellar-floor level, There is a central door- |
way into it, from which an iron door was reputedly removed during the War
between the States, On either side of the doorway, which has a heavy wooden
frame beaded on the inside, is a small window with three vertical wooden
mullion bars set dlagonally. In the southwest room of the cellar is the old
kitchen, Its large fireplace is intact behind a one-brick-thick wall closing
it off. The cellar walls are built of rubble stone to'a height of about
two Feet above the floor, with English-bond brlckwork above that. :

An 1886 remodeling was principally eonfined to the addition of the brick
rear wing, which was carefully matched in its details to the existing portion
of the house. Prohably dating from this perlod is the delicate Victorian
stenciling which survives in the garret passage. When the 1886 wing was
added, a portlon of the cypress shingled roof then on tlie original section
of the house was preserved under the valley of the ell roof and is still
visible in the attic. Another interesting survivor recently discovered in
the attic is the elaborate metal drain pipe head, dating from the early-
nineteenth-century renovation. It is painted black and lettered .in gold

paint "B S [Benjamin Shrevel / 1836/ M E 8" and has two large eight- poxnted
stars attached to_ 1t.v;4J - (See continuation sheeb 32}
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lof Leesburg, a distance of 35 miles, at which place an empty house was pro-

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘ :

Rokeby is Loudoun County's most distinguished example of mid-eighteenth~
century- Georgian architecture. The house also reputedly is one of the
places where U. S. Government documents, ipcluding the Declardtion of TInde-
pendence, were stored when the British occupied Washington, D. C. in August
and September of 184, The interesting cellar vault is believed to be where
the papers were hidden. : '

'The mansion house at Rokeby was probably:built sometime- in the 1760s by
Charles Binns, Sr., first Clerk of the Circuit Court of Loudoun County, -
shortly after he bought the 160-acre tract from Catesby Cocke, Shortly
after this, in 1762, he bought another 682 acres adjoining the original

tract from Aneas |sic| Campbell. - - o

In 1801, Binns' son William inherited that portion of the property on which
the house stands, although he did not live there. It was during his owner-
ship that the goverrment documents were supposed to have been cached in the
cellar vault at Rokeby. At the direction of Secretary of State James Monroej
Stephen Pleasonton, a clerk in the State Department,’ took the documents to a
mill outside Washington. He thought them unsafe there so he loaded the

papers into wagons and moved them again. "I proceeded with them to the town

ur-

cured, in which the papers were safely placed, the doors locked, and the key
given to the Rev. Mr, [Johﬂ] Littlejohn, who was then, or had been, one of
the collectors of the internal revenue," he wrote 34 years later.

Benjamin Shreve, Jr., bought the pfoPerty in 1830 and in 1836 undertook the

trim, From Shreve it passed to Robert Bentley, then to his daughter and
then in 1886 to 0. E. Breese. It was at this date that the name 'Rokeby" .

"|first appeaved. Breese made the ddditions to the réar,_and~his_grandchildreP,
Mr., and Mrs, F. B. Nalle, added the porte cochére and made .other minor changes.

Rokeby passed through several other owners.until 1958, when Mrs. J. F. M.
Stewart bought it and engaged architect Washington Reed, Jr., to put it in
its present state. The current owners are Mr. and Mrs.. Frank Coughlan. °

. DTU

renovations which removed the former clipped gables and replaced the interiop
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7. DESCRIPTION

In 1959, remodeling was undertaken by Washington Reed,'Jr;, of Warrenton,

- Virginia. The only notable outbuilding is an elaborate Victorian Gothic

frame playhouse or stable behind the main house.

-DIU,
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM References:
. Zone Easting o Northing
A~ 18 275840 4327880
B~ 18 275530 4327830
C- 18 275190 . 4327540 :
| b- 18 - . 275180 . _ 4327900 o .

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

The nearly fifty acres composing the Rokeby property are bounded by a line
beginning at a point on the west side of State Route 650, 4800" south of the
intersection of said route with State Route 654; thence extending approximatel%
2200' slightly southwest; thence extending approximately 1000' south; thence
extending 1500' slightly northeast to the west side of Route 650; thence
extending northward along west side of said route to point of origin.

The acreage being nominated represents the remaining portion of the original
160-acre tract, which survives intact, The land within the boundaries, with its
gently rolling prefile, streams, and pond, creates a fitting pilcturesque
setting for the mansion house, :

GPO 921.724
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ROKEBY, LCUDOUN COUNTY, VA.

UTF References:
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